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          Menino clout wielded to stop rival's fund-raiser? Or is Flaherty jumping at shadows?
  
  
          In the Herald's poli-gossip column this week, we find that a fund-raiser/party at Fenway's Game On! for City Councilor and Mayoral candidate Michael Flaherty was recently called off by the establishment due to what the owner, a Menino supporter, called "... Read more  
  

  
      
          Election year ups dose of parade politics
  
  
          â€œThe Dorchester Day Parade is not about the politicians,â€� said Kevin McCrea, a mayoral candidate, as he walked along Dorchester Ave. on Sunday, waving and shaking hands.
Behind him a woman carrying a banner for Dorchesterâ€™s First Baptist Church... Read more  
  

  
      
          VIDEO: 2009 Dorchester Day Parade
  
  
          The 2009 Dorchester Day parade was one to remember. Perfect weather, inspired floats and a great turnout along Dorchester Avenue made this a day many in the community won't soon forget. The Reporter was there with video camera in hand to capture some the... Read more  
  

  
      
          MassEquality endorses Meninoâ€™s bid
  
  
          In an early endorsement, the stateâ€™s largest gay rights group threw its support behind Mayor Thomas Menino in his bid for a fifth term. The political action committee for MassEquality, with 10,000 members in Boston and 200,000 statewide, touted the... Read more  
  

  
      
          In state Senate, split vote on Suffolk County holidays
  
  
          Dorchesterâ€™s state Senate delegation split last week in a vote on whether to eliminate Evacuation and Bunker Hill Days, holidays that are recognized only in Suffolk County. Sen. Sonia Chang-Diaz (D-Jamaica Plain) voted to remove the two days as holidays... Read more  
  

  
      
          Mattapan bus plan evokes doubts, anger
  
  
          Members of the Mattapan community hammered Gov. Deval Patrick's transportation czar this week over a proposal to replace the Route 28 bus and extend the Silver Line to Mattapan Square. At a Tuesday night transportation "summit"� held in Boston Public... Read more  
  

  
      
          Chang-Diaz: colleagues getting â€˜bum rapâ€™ for ethics bill
  
  
          State Sen. Sonia Chang-Diaz is defending the ethics bill that her colleagues unanimously signed off on last week. The Senate version of the bill is getting a â€œbum rap,â€� said Chang-Diaz, who bested former Sen. Dianne Wilkerson in a Democratic primary... Read more  
  

  
      
          Put the â€˜publicâ€™ back in â€˜public meetingsâ€™
  
  
          The Patrick administration is holding a series of community forums across the state this month, part of a campaign that is aimed â€” ostensiblyâ€” at educating the public about the tough budget choices facing the Commonwealth. Itâ€™s a worthwhile exercise... Read more  
  

  
      
          Most council hopefuls pass first test: signatures
  
  
          Ever since it was passed by the legislature in 2007, a low-level controversy has clung to Councillor Stephen Murphyâ€™s home rule petition to raise the number of nomination signatures needed to run for at-large to 1,500 from its previous level at 500.... Read more  
  

  
      
          Westminster Dodge fights to overturn death sentence
  
  
          Joe Lawlor has sold thousands of cars in his six years as sales manager at Morrissey Boulevardâ€™s Westminster Dodge. The Bickford family â€” which has operated the Chrysler dealership since the 1960s â€” has sold many times that.
This week, though, they... Read more  
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      Download this week's Reporter print issue or subscribe today to "Dorchester's Hometown Weekly Newspaper!" Just $50 for 52 Issues in the continental US.

OR, if you'd like to support our work, here is another easy way!
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