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Parade starts Sunday at 1

The 118th Dorchester Day Parade will hit the
street this Sunday, June 2 starting at the corner of
Richmond Street and Dorchester Avenue at Lower
Mills. Parade organizers say they have more than 60
entrants signed-up for this year’s procession, which
makes a 3.2 mile walk up Dot Ave to Columbia Road.
Motorists should prepare for road closures and parking
restrictions on Dorchester Ave. and Richmond Street
and the Columbia Rd. ramp to I-93 is set to be closed
around 2 p.m. for 2-3 hours.

Get the full roster of participants on Page 2B of
our special Parade pull-out section.

INSIDE FEATURES

*The Kenny School Band, the only BPS middle
school marching unit, tunes-up for parade day under
the supervision of Mr. Jerry Chu. Page 1B

* DorchFest is Saturday, from noon to 5 p.m.
Dorchester’s version of “porchfest,” now in its third
year, returns to the Ashmont-Adams neighborhood
on June 1. Get a preview of artists and locations in
today’s special section. Page 15B

* Meet the new Dot ‘Mayor’ Maeghan Driscoll
(Page 1B) and Chief Marshal Jeff Buckley (Page 3B).

* Vietnam heroes recalled at Memorial Day cere-
monies (Page 25B).

last year as part of the 2023 Dorchester Day Parade.

Mallory Powell of the Boys and Girls Clubs of Dorchester’s baton team marched up Dorchester Avenue

Chris Lovett photo

BGCD launches 50th anniversary this weekend

By BiLL ForrY
Executive EpITor
Look for the Boys and

Girls Clubs of Dorchester
to have a large presence
in this Sunday’s Dot Day
Parade. The club will
begin an observation
of its 50th anniversary
this weekend with an
alumni reunion event at
their Dorchester Ave.-
Deer Street campus on
Saturday afternoon from

11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Then, a
large number of current
members will march in
Sunday’s parade, led
by a contingent of ba-
ton-twirlers who made
their debut in last year’s
parade.

The weekend events

Arendering shows an exterior view of the Fieldhouse+, the $70 million facility
that will be built on Mount Vernon Street. The building will serve BPS students
and members of the Boys and Girls Clubs of Dorchester.

FieldHouse dream comes into
focus as major donors weigh in

Image courtesy RODE Architects

are a sample of more
to come as the BGCD
commemorates the 1974
opening of the original
clubhouse on Deer Steet
near Savin Hill. The
organization has grown
over the last five decades
to include two additional
facilities— the Paul Mc-
Laughlin Teen Center
on Dorchester Avenue
and the Walter Denny
center on Mt. Vernon
Street. The milestone
anniversary comes asthe
organization gears up to

(Continued on page 4)

By BiLL FOoRrRrY
Executive EpiTor

For six years now, it has existed as a
dream project, butjust beyond the grasp
of the people who conjured it up in the
first place. But now, the ambitious plan
to build a $70 million state-of-the-art
indoor facility to house athletic fields,
practice courts, and other programs
for city kids and teens is finally within
grasp, with hopes of an actual ground-
breaking before the year’s end.

This unique partnership between
the Boys and Girls Clubs of Dorches-
ter (BGCD) and the Martin Richard
Foundation has new funders and a
new name, FieldHouse+, a nod to the

enhanced programs that will be housed
in and around the 75,000 square foot
building on Columbia Point.

Last month, the effort to raise the
private dollars needed to finance the
construction got its biggest boost to
date, a $9 million gift from Rob and
Karen Hale, who had already prom-
ised $1 million to the cause. Their $10
million commitment not only put the
BGCD-led capital campaign over the
halfway mark, according to president
and CEO Robert “Bob” Scannell, but
it also unlocked the chance to bring
in millions more in philanthropy that
have been waiting for confirmation of
the project’s viability.

(Continued on page 4)

BPS abandons its
plans to shutter

school buildings

“We can’t close our way out
of’ enrollment spiral

By CHris LoverT
REPORTER CORRESPONDENT

Despite a decrease in student enrollment by
15.2 percent since 2014-15, officials have unveiled
a long-term facilities vision for the Boston Public
Schools (BPS) without iden-
tifying a single building that
would close permanently.
Instead of counting buildings
and rooms, the presentation
at the May 22 meeting of the
Boston School Committee, led
by BPS Superintendent Mary
Skipper, repeatedly emphasized
increasingthe number of “qual-
ity seats.” Mary Skipper

The outline called foraphase- Briefs committee
out of the Lilla G. Frederick Pilot Middle School
in Dorchester at the end of the 2024-25 year. The
move had been announced in January, as part of a
system-wide realignment that would group 7th and
8th grades with high schools.

Atthe meeting, BPS and city officials said the Fred-
erick’s current sixth graders would be transitioned
over the next year to attend new schools in 2025-26,
with a program for multi-lingual learners moving to
Margarita Muniz Academy, a dual language school
in Jamaica Plain.

“We are committed to maintaining the name of

(Continued on page 8)

OFD author retraces teen

years in debut novel

A talk about life after TV
stardom

“Days of Eight” by Michael
Pallamary, now a California
resident, follows 18-year-old
Danny McSweeney as he at-
tempts to navigate through the
violence and racial tensions and
overall turbulence that seem to
be around every corner in Palla-
mary’s fictionalized Dorchester
in 1968. See Page 22B

David and Stephen St. Rus-
sell-known asthe “Renovation
Husbands”- won the HGTV’s
“Battle on the Mountain”
competition last year— but
couldn’t share their success
with friends and neighbors
until the show aired. What’s
next for Dorchester’s most
well-known DIY duo? Page 6B
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Police, Courts & Fire

Fire in Mattapan displaces
16 and sends 3 to hospital

Athree-alarm fire on Walk Hill Street in Mattapan
caused heavy damage to a three-decker and jumped
to a second house and shed next door last Saturday
(May 25). According to a Boston Fire Dept. account,
“a quick command decision to order a second and
third alarm” brought “additional companies to the
fire and allowed them to rotate members, which
was important on a hot day.” Sixteen people were
displaced, and three people were transported to the
hospital, although no injuries were reported. The
cause is under investigation. BFD photo

A 33-year-old man from Hyde Park was arrested
by members of the Area B-3 Drug Control Unit last
Thursday afternoon (May 23) for illegal gun posses-
sion after police detained him as part of an “ongoing
drug investigation” in the area of River Street and
Edgewater Drive. The suspect, Ruben Charles, was
found to be carrying a loaded handgun at the time
of his arrest, according to a BPD account. He has
been charged with unlawful possession of a firearm,
and ammunition. Police say he was also wanted for
an outstanding warrant for breaking and entering
during the daytime.

A 43-year-old Dorchester man is facing firearm
and drug-related charges after his arrest by police
near Uphams Corner last Thursday. Boston Police
say Nygell Jones was arrested by officers assigned to
the B-2 “anti-crime unit” who were on patrol near
Hancock Street and Columbia Road around 6 p.m.
when they saw a car blow through a stop sign. Police
say they found a Glock 30 handgun with ten rounds
in the magazine and two plastic bags with cocaine,
fentanyl, and oxycontin pills in the car. Jones, the
driver, was arrested and charged with “unlicensed
operation of a motor vehicle,” along with the gun
and drug charges.
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Martin Richard Challenger
Baseball opens 2024 play

Play Ball! — The Mar-
tin Richard Challenger
Baseball program opened
its 2024 season this past
Sunday (May 26) at the
newly renovated Mec-
Connell playground in
Savin Hill. The pre-game
ceremony featured a
rendition of the national
anthem from Todd Angil-
ly of Boston Bruins fame
alongside Dorchester’s
own Sophia Rose Mec-
Donough (inset photo).

The inclusive program
teams up special needs
players with volunteer
“buddies” who accom-
pany them on the field.

dotnews.com

Todd Angilly with-
Dorchester’s own So-
phia Rose McDonough

The Challenger division
offers year-round rec-
reational programming
through the Boys and

Girls Clubs of Dorchester.
Photos courtesy
Brendan McDonough

Rushing tapped to aid city’s reparations panel

Byron Rushing, a for-
mer state rep and as-
sistant House majority
leader, has been tapped
to serve on the Boston
Reparations Task Force,
which is researching the
city’s role in the trans-
atlantic slave trade and
exploring solutions for
the descendants of en-
slaved people.

“Byron Rushing is a

groundbreaking leader
and legendary advocate
for justice whose work
has moved our city for-
ward,” Mayor Wu said in
a statement. “Through-
out hislife, he has always
fought for voices who
have gone unheard and
uplifted communities
across the state.”

Task force members
are community leaders

O’Malley joins
BPDA board

Former Boston City
Councillor Matt O’Mal-
ley is now a member of
the Boston Planning &
Development Agency
(BPDA) board. O’Malley,
who served six terms on
the council until 2022,
was appointed to the five-
year-term by Gov. Maura
Healey. He now works as
chief sustainability offi-
cer for Vicinity Energy.
His first BPDA Board
meeting will be June 13.

Matt O’Malley:

“I look forward to work-
ing with my fellow board
members to ensure Bos-
ton’s future is green.”

with backgroundsin law,
academia, organizing
and education. Rushing
was first elected to the
Housein 1982 and served
there through 2018.
“The task of determin-
ing reparations is one of
utmost importance in
this moment as Boston
and communities across
the country take on
helping people recon-

cile, move forward, and
recover,” Rushing said.
“I’'m thankful to Mayor
Wu and look forward to
working closely with ev-
ery member of the task
force and community to
ensure that we center
this work on equity and
justice and truth.”
-—-STATE HOUSE
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MassDOT officials are planning a fourth
meeting of the Morrissey Boulevard
Commission via Zoom this Friday (May
31) at 9 a.m. See mass.gov/info-details/
morrissey-boulevard-commission for
more info. A different meeting billed by
organizers as the Morrissey Commission’s
“3.5” meeting will be held on Mon., June
10, at 6 p.m. at Southline Boston, 135
Morrissey Blvd., Dorchester. A flyer from
City Councillor John FitzGerald’s office

regarding

at Southline Boston,
Blvd., Dorchester. A flyer says that the
meeting will be “an informal conversation
the
Commission prior to the 4th MassDOT
meeting.” The commission was formed by
an act of the Legislature for the purpose
of planning infrastructure improvements
to Morrissey Boulevard and Kosciuzsko
Circle. The commission has held three
formal meetings and is expected to host a

135 Morrissey

Morrissey  Boulevard

says that the meeting will be “an informal
conversation regarding the Morrissey
Boulevard Commission prior to the next
MassDOT meeting.” The commission was
formed by an act of the Legislature for
the purpose of planning infrastructure
improvements to Morrissey Boulevard
and Kosciuzsko Circle.

A meeting billed by organizers as the
Morrissey Commission’s “3.5” meeting
will be held on Mon., June 10, 6 p.m.

fourth in the coming weeks, although that
meeting has not yet been announced.

The 118th Dorchester Day Parade is
set for Sun., June 2, at 1 p.m. (rain or
shine) on Dorchester Avenue between
Richmond Street and Columbia Road.
Watch for road closures and no-parking
restrictions starting Sunday around 9 a.m.
on Dorchester Avenue and Richmond
Street. MassDOT says the southbound
exit on 1-93 will close between 2-5 p.m. so

Strengthening Democracy at the
Edward M. Kennedy Institute

UPCOMING CIVIC MEETINGS AND COMMUNITY EVENTS

EJ/Civic Programming

E"Public Events

[V|Convening National Dialogues

that the Massachusetts State Police can
help support the Dorchester Day Parade.
Appropriate signage, law enforcement
details, and messaging will be in place to
guide drivers through the work area.”
The Dot Day 5k road race will take place
before the parade, starting at noon from
the Blarney Stone, 1505 Dorchester Ave.
The race is open to all. Go to dot-runners.
org or bit.ly/dotday5k to register.

DorchFest, Dorchester’s version of erate directly between South Station and
“porchfest,” returns for the third Braintree. Riders should note that regular
consecutive year on Sat., June 1, in Red Line train service will operate on the
the  Ashmont-Adams  neighborhood. Ashmont Branch between JFK/UMass and

See dorchfest.com for schedules and

locations.

activities.

to 6 p.m., 1565 Dorchester Ave. with
food truck, live music, local vendors, kids’

Red Line service will be suspended be-
tween Broadway and Braintree stations
on the Braintree Branch during the
weekends of June 8-9 and June 15-16.
Free and accessible shuttle buses will
make all stops between Broadway and
Braintree. Express shuttle buses will op-

Ashmont.
The BPDA will hostavirtual publicmeeting

Leahy Holloran Community Council hosts
a $10,000 raffle drawing at Landmark
Public House on Wed., June 5, at 6 p.m.
Tickets $100 via Venmo @Leahy-Holloran.
Dorchester Juneteenth observation at
Town Field is Wed., June 19, from 1 p.m.

on Tues., June 11, at 6 p.m. to discuss a
proposal for 21-29 Fernboro St. For more
info see bit.ly/FernboroRegister1.

SEND IN EVENT NOTICES TO
NEWSEDITOR@DOTNEWS.COM
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MBTA will roll out tap-to-pay for subway, buses this summer
Commuter rail upgrade due in 2006

By CHris LisINSKI
StATE HOUSE
NEWS SERVICE

Hopping aboard the MBTA
is about to get a lot easier. A
new fare collection system will
launch this summer allowing
subway and busriders to pay by
tappinga contactless credit card
or mobile wallet on a smart-
phone, like Apple Pay, instead
of the traditional CharlieCards
and paper tickets.

The start of contactless pay-
ment — a feature in place in
other major transit systems,
including New York City’s sub-
way — will mark a milestone in
a delayed, over-budget project
to modernize fare collection
at the T.

MBTA board members last
Thursday (May 23) unani-
mously approved a change to
the agency’s contract with
transportation technology
firm Cubic and financier John
Laing that will “resequence”
the rollout, making the start
earlier while pushing back the
project’s end date.

Under the change, the new
payment option will launch
sometime this summer on sub-
ways, buses and above-ground
Green Line trolleys. Riders will
be able to pay their fares not
just with a traditional pass, but
also with a tap-enabled credit
card, a mobile wallet like Apple
Pay or Google Pay, and similarly
enabled smart watches.

The system will also support
anew reduced-price fare option
for low-income riders, a long-

A Cubic fare reader in test mode stands on an MBTA fare gate at North Station on Feb. 12,

2024.

sought program also set to
launch this summer.

“We’re going to be leverag-
ing technology that’s already
largelyin New York for applying
reduced-fare credentials to con-
tactless cards,” said Elizabeth
Winters Ronaldson, the T’s act-
ingdeputy chiefof farerevenue.
“Your Visa doesn’t know that
you’re a senior or a member of
[theT’s] Youth Pass, so we’ll be
launching a way for customers
to attribute their reduced-fare
credential, including the in-
come-eligible reduced fare, to
their contactless payment.”

By spring 2025, the MBTA
will launch a new Charlie Card

system, a mobile app, and up-
graded fare vending machines,
according to plans. And a year
later, by spring 2026, contact-
less payment will expand onto
commuter rail trains with
validators installed at stations
and ferries, where workers will
instead make use of handheld
scanners, T officials say.

The Mattapan Line is not
scheduled to get the new
functionality until several
months after the rest of the
corerapid-transit system. Win-
ters Ronaldson said a “power
availability issue” prevents
operation of the fare readers
on board those trolleys.

Chris Lisinski/SHNS photo

Crews will instead install
validators at Mattapan Line
stations, which riders could use
to tap a credit card or mobile
device. Winters Ronaldson
said that work will commence
in the fall.

Traditional payment meth-
ods will still be available once
the contactless payment is up
and running, officials said.

The campaign to overhaul
fare collection at the T hasbeen
rocky. The original $723 million
contract called for most fea-
tures tolaunch in 2020, but the
MBTA amended its agreement
in a 2020 “reset” that pushed
the total cost to $967 million.

MBTA overseers agreed last
week to delay the complete roll-
out across all modes from May
2024 to June 2026, and to push
the “longstop date” — by which
every contract condition must
be met — from August 2025 to
June 2027.

Officials now expect the con-
tract tocomein at $926 million,
down about $41 million. Cubic
anddJohn Laing can earn anoth-
er $11 million in incentives if
the full system is successfully
running in the spring of 2026,
officials said.

“I am happy and excited to
be in front of you today for two
reasons. One, I'm not asking
you for money, because usual-
ly I'm asking you for money,”
MBTA Acting Chief Adminis-
trative Officer Jeff Cook told
the board. “I’'m excited to ac-
tually be in front of you, more
importantly, to tell you that we
are goingtobringamodernized
fare collection system forward
and it’s coming this summer.”
Cook said the T will not make
any paymentsuntil “we feel the
system is working” and accept
its installation.

MBTA officials have said they
expect contactless payments
to make buses and Green Line
trolleys smoother because rid-
ers will be able to use all doors
to climb aboard instead of only
the front door. Passengers will
also be able to pay near-instan-
taneously with a credit card or
mobile deviceinstead of adding
cash value at the fare box on
board.
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FieldHouse dream comes into focus as major donors weigh in

(Continued from page 1)

“In terms of momentum, we’re in
the best possible place right now and
we're trying to capitalize on that,”
said Scannell. “Rob and Karen Hale’s
donation is almost unheard of and it
was spectacular. I can also say that it
has already inspired millions in other
commitments. We have more funders
willing now to meet with us, because
once we get halfway there, these funders
are stepping and supporting us because
then the project becomes real.”

The work to prepare for this break-
through moment has been arduous and
carefully thought out. The club and
the foundation joined forces to secure
a public bid to lease the Mount Vernon
Street land from the city of Boston
five years ago and won necessary ap-
provals from the Boston Planning and
Development Agency in March 2022. A
contractor — Lee Kennedy Co., Inc. - has
already been hired and RODE Archi-
tects, the Dorchester-rooted firm, has
fully designed the building. Countless
meetings with advisory groups from
the surrounding community— includ-
ing BGCD youth members— helped to
inform their work.

Bill Richard, who is the co-founder
along with his wife Denise of the Martin
Richard Foundation named for their late
son, credits those community voices with
the project’s evolution.

“It’s made it more expensive and
more challenging in terms of fundrais-
ing, but we’ve embraced that,” said
Richard. “And the people donating have
respected our decision to not scale back
on the commitment we’ve made to the
community. We stayed the course.

Richard continues: “And the The
FieldHouse+ nameis a nod to Dorches-
ter, to our desire to welcome people of

Philanthropist Robert Hale, left, and
his wife Karen donated $10 million
for the FieldHouse+ facility, a joint
project by the BGCD and the Martin
Richard Foundation. Hale is shown
with Bob Scannell, the longtime CEO
and president of BGCD.

Photo courtesy WBZNews Radio

all abilities, and that it’s more than just
athletics. The wrap-around services,
the family services that are hallmarks
of the club are going to continue along-
side team comptetion and team play, all
under one roof. That is something we’re
really looking forward to blending.”

Critical to the success and the overall
missionisan agreement with the Boston
Public Schools to maximize use of the
new building for the students at the
current McCormack School, which will
soon be renamed for the late education
and civil rights leader Ruth Batson.
Scannell says the school, which will have
as many as 1,000 students through a
long-planned merger with Boston Com-
munity Leadership Academy (BCLA),
will have use of the facility from 7 a.m.
until dismissal for physical education
and other programs. In reality, the stu-
dent population will have full-use of the
facility along with other members of the
BGCD, because all McCormack-BCLA
students will automatically be club
members, free of charge.

During after-school hours, the facil-
ity will be “like a regular Boys & Girls

Club.” Except, as Scannell says, this
brand new building will be a clubhouse
“on steroids,” with indoor turf fields,
basketball and racket courts, a theatre,
kitchen space, and other programming
options unlike anything else that exists
in the city of Boston.

“We ultimately decided to call it
Fieldhouse+ and we like it. And the
feedback from the community has just
been spectacular — and from across
greater Boston, too. From our perspec-
tive, we can serve thousands more kids
by building a fourth club.

This will accommodate so many teens
based on the facilities we’re building,
whether it’s the teaching kitchen or the
theater, or the athletic spaces. So, we’ll
make a real priority of serving more
teens,” said Scannell.

Craig Welton, who is the BGCD’s
chief development officer, notes that
the facility will also be fully inclusive,
fulfilling what’s already a core mission
ofthe Dorchester clubs: servingkids and
teens who are often left on the sidelines
due to disabilities.

“Everything’sbeing purposely built to
be fully accessible and fully inclusive,”
says Welton. “We have very strong ‘ev-
erything’ programs here, but we could
take the inclusion program here out of
the club, stand it up on its own, and
it’d be among the best in the state, by
far. I think it’ll just be amplified in this
new building. And the fact that we’re
going have this state-of-the-art facility
for everybody, for all backgrounds, for
all abilities, is really something that’s
unique.”

After hours, the facility will open
its doors for rentals to leagues and
teams that crave indoor practice and
competition spaces in the city. “It’s a
model that’s going to work for us and

Look for a large contingent of Boys and Girls Clubs of Dorchester members to march in Sunday’s Dorchester Day
Parade as part of the observation of the club’s 50th anniversary this year. Above, a group of members in last year’s

parade.

Seth Daniel photo

BGCD launches 50th anniversary this weekend

(Continued from page 1)

build a fourth site— the Fieldhouse+,
a'75,000-square-foot facility that will be
constructed on what is now a playing
field next to the McCormack School
on Mt. Vernon Street. The observation
of the 50th anniversary is expected to
include a groundbreaking for the new
fieldhouse later this year, but Dorches-
ter Day serves as a perfect kick-off for
the anniversary, according to Bob Scan-
nell, the president and CEO of the club.

“I'tend to think in decades and about
the kids that were here over the years
and what programs we were running
and how much we’ve grown,” said
Scannell in a recent interview with the
Reporter. There were five full-time staff
members when Scannell arrived tolead
the organization in 1987. “Now we’re
at almost 70 full-time people and 100
part-time. It seems that every other
week, staff are coming up with a new
program because they know what’s

going on in the community. They know
what the needs are. That’s the way
we’ve evolved and there’s just so much
going on.”

Mike Joyce, the director of program-
ming at BGCD, has been on staff for 45
years, a remarkable career devoted to
the kids and teens of Dorchester. Joyce
is rarely away from the club’s facilities
—even on his “off-hours,” he’s engaged
in working with neighborhood youth.

Joyce has observed tremendous
changes in demographics and the ori-
gins of many waves of club membersbut
he says that basically “kids are kids. I
don’t think really they’ve changed that
much. I think the opportunities to kind
of take a right turn or a left turn have
become more prevalent, but maybe in
different forms,” he said. “But, you
know, kids are generally the same.
They’re agreatjudge of character. They
absolutely know who’s really [working]
on their behalf and who’s not.

He continued: “Bob and I will tell
you, we were like disciplinarians, but
yet they respected us. Because they
watched, they observed, and they saw
that ‘these people care about us. They’ll
do what they can for us.” And, I think
that’s still the same today.”

When Joyce, a Dot native himself,
started working at the Deer Street
“Marr Club” club in 1979, he remem-
bers that it “seemed massive. It was
a big building, gym, pool, stuff that I
hadn’t really seen before, but, as you
look back now, it was a small staff, small
budget. You just kind of made the most
of what you had. I think the club in that
time has kind of elevated its status.”

Joyce creditsthe staff of the club, who,
he says, have always responded to the
needs they saw in the community and
“being more aware of surroundings,
the neighbors, who’s here, who needs
us, and why.”

Today’s club has a $10 million annual

it’ll get used around the clock. So, we're
pretty excited about that. There’sreally
nothing like it in the city,” says Scan-
nell. “The demand’s going to be off the
charts, whether it’s for the turf field,
the basketball courts. And since we
started thinking about this project, all
of a sudden pickleball becomes a thing.
So, we’ll accommodate that as well.”

The demand is huge and will help
finance ongoing operations without
hindering access for the target audi-
ence: neighborhood kids. “We want
to replicate what we’re already doing
successfully, and we want to do it in a
bigger and more meaningful way,” says
Scannell. “This facility will be able to
serve thousands of more kids. So, that’s
the drill. Get more kids in our doors,
serve them, give them the opportunities
that any of our members have now.

“I think it’s something that we’ll try
toshare with as many people as possible,
because we really are going to meet kids
in their families with where they are. If
akidhasbehavioralissues, there’s going
tobe sensory rooms, because everybody
needs a break sometimes. If a kid uses
a wheelchair, we’ll have rims that will
come down. We’ll have full access to
every single floor.”

The BGCD team says they don’t need
—or expect — to have the full $70 million
in the bank before they start work, ide-
ally before next winter setsin. The Hale
gift, they believe, will accelerate their
timeline to get this facility underway.

“What we’re looking at now is at what
point in time do we have the right cash
tobeabletostart thisand carry through
X amount of months while we continue
to fundraise?” said Scannell. We don’t
need to have it all committed and, and
in the bank.”

“I’d like to think that we could begin
construction before this year ends.
Maybe December, maybe soonerifwe're
lucky. And then, it is scheduled to be a
17- month build. So once we get going,
it’s a fairly quick and a pretty straight-
forward build. So, we’re anxious to get
in the ground.”

Priortothis project, the BGCD, which
will celebrate its 50th year in July (see
related story in this edition) has never
had an individual $1 million donor.
Through this project, they’ll soon have
many, but Scannell notes that the good-
will of smaller supporters continues to
be critical, too.

“It’s the person down the street who
sends us a $25 check, all the way up to
$10 million, and everything in between.
Right now, our operatingbudget [for the
existing clubhouses] in rough numbers
is $10 million to operate every year. So,
we’ve got that going on with this, but
we’vemade alot of friends along the way.

“It has been a long haul, but there
have been a million good stories along
the way and plenty of challenges, too.
We really want to be in a place where
we’re a hundred percent comfortable. I
see that it’s on the horizon.”

operationsbudget, 5,000-plus members
who pay a nominal fee annually, and a
deepreservoir of goodwill that Scannell
says has become multi-generational.

“Icanremember three-year-olds com-
ingtomy office and maybe they needed a
time out or whatever. And now their kids
have come here and gone through and
are off to college and in the workforce.
I’'m like, ‘Oh my God.’ But that’s what
we strive for actually, the continuity of
care and generations of families to be
involved with the club. That’s what’s
really, really important to us.”

This weekend’s alumni event is open
to the Dorchester community and will
include the third annual Bruce Seals
3-on-3 basketball tournament, a me-
morial event for the beloved Seals, a
longtime club staff leader who died in
2021. The event will be held from 11
am.to 2 p.m. on the outdoor court on
the Deer Street campus and will include
music, food, and raffles. Tickets are $25.
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Joe Brodigan has been there from the start

By BiLL FORRY
Executive EpITOR

The Boys and Girls Clubs of Dorches-
ter will mark its 50th anniversary this
year. The organization’s first clubhouse
swung open its doors on Deer Street
in July 1974, but the effort had begun
four years earlier with a core group of
volunteers led by the sons of the club’s
original namesake, Colonel Daniel
F. Marr, the patriarch of a longtime
Dorchester family who died in 1969.
The concept was to memorialize the
colonel by filling what the Marr family
saw as a glaring hole in their home
neighborhood— a youth facility that
could serve the community they loved.

Of the core group who gathered in
1970 to organize the effort, only one
is still alive: Joseph Brodigan, Sr., an
attorney who helped toincorporate the
non-profit that eventually became the
Boys and Girls Clubs of Dorchester.
Brodigan, 81, is a Lower Mills native
who still practices law and tries cases
in Boston with his family-run firm
— Brodigan & Gardiner. Three of his
children are part of the firm and Joe
Sr. remains the chief counsel to the
BGCD today and is deeply engaged
in the effort to build a fourth club
facility, the $70 million FieldHouse+
on Columbia Point.

The Reporter sat down with Brodi-
gan this month to talk about his connec-
tion to this Dorchester institution that
he has devoted his time to protecting,
building, and fostering.

Q. Where did you get your start?

A. I grew up on Clearwater Drive,
Lower Mills, St. Gregory’s Parish in
Dorchester with my brother Mike and
my sisters Kathy and Maureen and we
all went to St. Gregory’s Grammar
School. The girls went to St. Gregory’s
High School, so, we are straight St.
Gregory’s, through and through, which
always calls you back, as you know. I
went to Boston College High School,
alsoin Dorchester. Then I went to Fair-
field University and Boston University
Law School. But I was educated in the
primary schools and in the Catholic
schools in Dorchester, so I have a big
connection to Dorchester.

I loved it as a kid growing up. Gone
today, but not forgotten. We had the
Martin Street Woods, which bordered
Clearwater Drive and Martin Street,
and ran all the way up almost to the
project, you know? It was about four or
five acres of woods. We had great times
there. We thought we were mountain
climbing in the Alps, But, we had al-
most as much fun, probably more fun
than the people who really do mountain
climbingin the Alps. Istill have friends,
some of my dearest friends, the guys
I grew up with in Dorchester... We
all still see each other, and we all still
enjoy each other’s company.

Q. What did you do after law school ?

A.Idid workinthe Dorchester Court
as a summer project, which was very,
very enjoyable. It waslike a sleepy little
country court. Everybody knew each
other. The people that worked there,
it just couldn’t have got better people.
They were concerned about everybody.
They weren’t out to hurt anybody. They
were there to help. It was a communi-
ty type court. I mean, they had some
rough customers and, and, you know,
occasionally some horrific crimes, but
by and large, it was very enjoyable to
work there. I wanted to try cases. Af-
ter I graduated from law school, I was
teaching, waiting for the bar results
at the Patrick Campbell School, also
in Dorchester. But after that I was
employed by the largest trial firm in
the city firm called Badger Parish....
It would not be unusual for me to try
four [civil] cases a week. Ileft there and
went to a firm called Langan Dempsey
and stayed there. That firm ultimately
became Brodigan & Gardiner, where I
now practice, and we still do a lot of
trial work and do a lot of work in the
construction industry. We represent a
lot of different types of businesses... I

Joe Brodigan during an interview at his downtown Boston office and, below,

in the 1960 BC High Yearbook.

don’t try four cases a week anymore.
But I still, at 81, try cases.

Q. How did you connect with the Marr
family and the Boys & Girls Club effort?

A. T originally connected with the
family because their business was in
South Boston and Dorchester. And my
father was also in business in Dorches-
ter, in Everett Edward Square, Broer
Motors. He had a Cadillac dealership
there for years... I was the only kid in
Dorchester driven to school every day
in a brand, new Cadillac [laughs]. ... I
knew the Marr family a bit, especially
in Scituate, where we went in the sum-
mer, and so did the Marrs. I remember
their grandfather, Colonel Daniel Marr.
When I landed in the firm of Langan
and Dempsey, they were representing
the Marrs. It was kind of a natural
connection. They knew who I was, I
knew who they were, and I began to
represent them.

Q. What do you remember about
Colonel Marr?

A.Hewasabig, burly man, but a very,
very nice, guy.... He was very active in
the Ancient and Honorable Artillery
Company, and [ would guess from that
heattained hisrank in the home guard.
His son Bob was a general in the home
guard. He had a higher rank, pretty
impressive. And those were governor
appointments.

Q. Do you recall how the germ of this
idea to start a club started?

A. The Marr family were Savin Hill
people, on the St. William side of the
bridge. And the father had the business
in South Boston. So, they were very
attuned tothe neighborhood there. And
the oldest son, Jackie, was killed in the
Korean War. It wasavery sad thing. But
they all grew up in the neighborhood
and they were always very generous,
always concerned about helping the
disadvantaged, kids that didn’t have
quite what they thought they had. But
not only kids that didn’t have it; they
were concerned that kids should get
what they needed to grow. And there
was no facility for that.

Dorchester was a terrific neighbor-
hood because of the people. The people
just cared about each other. You know,
they watched out for each other, but
there weren’t a lot of facilities. Com-
pared to today, when you see the kids
wearing the same kind of jackets, em-
blemizing any program they happen
to be in or anything of that nature
for the city, we didn’t have that. Bob
Marr and Dan Marr Jr. — I think they
recognized that lack of services to the
kids. They wanted to do something.
They wanted to provide some of those
services for the kids.

Q. You were in the room where it
happened, so to speak. How did they
go about it?

A. They had the idea first, then
searched for the site, and subsequent-
ly found the site on Deer Street. The
original club was set up in 1970. When

Bill Forry photo

Isay set up, I mean, incorporated. And
I have the names of those incorpora-
tors. One was Bob Marr, one was Dan
Marr Jr. The colonel was gone by then.
There was a gentleman named Mark
Burke, who was friendly with the Marr
family. James Langan, the judge whom
I worked with in the early part of my
career. Interestingly enough, Joseph
Feeney was one of the founders. He
had been the secretary to Speaker of
the House John McCormack. Then
he was a judge in the South Boston
District Court, and then the Boston
Municipal Court. And there was Ed
Conley, a member of the Marr family.
They found a site because that was the
neighborhood they grew up in. They
were sophisticated contractors. The
Marr companies do a rather a large
variety of construction services. I'm
their attorney, too, and have been for
50 years. They had all kinds of talents
in the construction industry and they
used those talents to create what’s out
there now, you know?

Q. You weretherewhen the Deer Street
building opened in 1974. What do you
remember about that day?

A.I'm trying to remember the politi-
cians who were there and I'm having a
hard time. I think the mayor was there,
Kevin White. He was a proponent of it.
There was a good crowd of neighbors
there. All the original founders, of
course, were there. It was alot of noise,
alot of speeches. The pool was abigdeci-
sion, because pools are problems. Going
back 50 years now, there weren’t many,
if any, pools in Dorchester. It was a big,
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big amenity... So that was something
that they wanted to do right from the
beginning: make sure that those kids
had access to a swimming pool.

Q. What do you recall about those
first weeks and months when the doors
were open and there was a place to go?

A. It grew pretty fast. The gym and
the pool were used all the time. Then
you had the addition of some of the
services... But it was the physical use
of the gym and the pool that I remem-
ber originally as attracting everybody.
And the way that they handled people.
In all the years that I’ve been there, I
don’t remember any serious incidents
of a violent nature.

Q. One of the big moments in the
club’s history happened in 1988 with
the arrival of Bob Scannell, now the
CEO and president, totake aleadership
role. Can you talk about that?

A.Thatisdefinitely true. There were
various other directors, and they were
good. But Bob Scannell has been a su-
perstar in doing what he’s done here.
He is absolutely belt and suspenders
dedicated to the success of the Boys
and Girls Club. All the long-time board
members also have that same attitude.
Jerry Morrisey, Dan Marr, Jeff Marr,
they go to every meeting.

Q. One of the most impressive things
has been that continuity of leadership,
yourself included. The club has a staff
of core leadership that’s been there for
decades Bob Scannell, Mary Kinsel-
la, Queenie Santos, Mike Joyce. Any
thoughts on that?

A.MikedJoyceisaDorchester guy, and
he has brought that great Dorchester
attitude over into the club. Everybody
remembers Mike Joyce, kids that were
there, you know, 30 years ago, 40 years
ago. One of the first words out of their
mouths will be Mike Joyce. You can
quote me on this one: Mike Joyce is
going to Heaven.

Q. You've invested a lot of your time
personally in this club. Why?

A.Dorchester gavemealot. Thiswas
a small way for me to give something
back... It is absolutely about the kids.
If you go to a board of directors meet-
ing, there’s always a kid there. There’s
always one of the members there saying
a couple of words. You go to a function,
they’realwaysthere...Allthekidstoday
are the same as they were 50 years ago.
Good kids. They just need a place to be,
a little service, someplace good to go.

Q. Looking back from your vantage
point, how do you regard this institution
and its growth over 50 years?

A.Iseeit asanexpanding progression
right from the beginning to where it
is today. And I see that progression in
turn continuing. It started with a good
idea, and a good, caring set of people
have nurtured it since. ... I don’t see
any right turns or left turns. It’s been
straight ahead and growingall the time.

Q. This latest project, the $70 million
FieldHouse, is obviously the biggest cap-
ital effort that the club has undertaken.
What’syour expectation for how this will
come together over the next year or two?

A. You know that expansion I was
talking about? I see the beginning of
that explosion right now. I think that
contribution from Hale [the business-
man/philanthropist Rob Hale and his
wife Karen have donated $10 million
to the Fieldhouse project by way of $1
million at the outset and an addition-
al $9 million earlier this month] and
what’s going to come from other long-
time families and people associated with
this is the beginning of this program
coming to fruition.

It’s going to happen. It’s destined
to happen. It is going to be a great
contribution to Dorchester, and to the
city as a whole. This [facility] will not
only honor Martin Richard, but it will
be getting the present administration
of probably the best-run boys and girls
clubinthe country. That’s coming with
the building. How do you beat that?
Boy, what a start!”
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‘Shark tank’ contest rewards help
Asian American entrepreneurs gain
traction with their new businesses

By Cassipy MCNEELEY
REPORTER STAFF

The VietAID community
center in Fields Corner was
the setting for a unique com-
petition last week (May 21) as
thirteen would-be entrepre-
neurs vied for prize money in
an event aimed at boosting
Asian-American businesses.
The “shark tank”-styled forum
was co-sponsored by VietAID,
Boston Little Saigon, and
ElevAsian, a Boston-based
organization that offers tech-
nical assistance and counseling
to emerging business owners.

ElevAsian’sfounder, Andrew
Goldberg, often recruits partic-
ipants through pitch contests,
like this one.

“People always wonder why
adJewish Caucasian guy is run-
ning a pitch contest for Asian
business entrepreneurs,” says
Goldberg. “My last full-time
job was with the Asian Amer-
ican Civic Association in Chi-
natown; I was hired as their
director of development.”

ElevAsian is focused on
helping English-speaking
entrepreneurs grow their
business knowledge through
a four-and-a-half month-long
online program that includes
strategies on early-stage reve-
nue-gathering processes. Here,
participants complete classes,
work with mentors, and lead a
final presentation about what
they are up to.

“We aspire to do these pitch

Hundred
AcreWood

A Winnie-the-Pooh Experience

Sponsored by the paper store

contestsin Asian communities
around the state,” Goldberg
said. “Dorchester was an obvi-
ous place to host with the Viet-
namese community there.”

For three hours during the
evening event at VietAID, the
contestants were invited to
pitch their products to a panel
of four judges and an audience
of community members. The
jurors included Tran Le, the
managing partner of Pho Le
Restaurant in Dorchester;
Tam Le, a restaurant owner
and founding partner at Reign
Hospitality Group; Diego Por-
tillo Mazal, the director of the
inner-city capital connections
program; and Van Paul Le, a
consultant and attorney.

The contest comprised two
categories: the existing busi-
nesstrack and the new venture
track. Those with at least one
year of operation competed
on the existing business track
while those who were pre-rev-
enue participated in the new
venture category. In each
category, the winner earned
$5,000, second place took
down $2,500, and third place
received $1,000.

After sharing their ideas in
four minutes, each contestant
answered follow-up questions
from the judges, who then pri-
vately convened and returned
with the results.

Kanwar Singh, the chairman
and co-founder of Hello Zora
Nutrition—and an officerin the

National Guard - was award-
ed first place in the existing
business category. Singh and
his team have created an app
that will help users maintain
a healthy diet.

“We have built a computer
version app that allows you
to simply take a picture of the
food around you and we can
tell you what’s in the food, the
macros and the micros, and
help you get an understanding
of how you can improve your
nutrition,” said Singh. “We’re
focused on the education side.
The goal is that if you have a
better sense of what you're
eatingyou’lllikely make better
eating decisions.”

The Hello Zora app, named
after Singh’s son and currently
in abetalaunch phase, aims to
fill the role of nutritionist for
$10 a month. A beta phase
means that only a small group
of people can use the app as
the team works to finalize the
product. It can then use the
feedback from these users and
the funds from the first-place
prize to perfect the product.

Second place went todJia Li of
Physcio X, followed by Michelle
Zhang of X Style in third place.

While these three business
owners have experience in
their fields, those on the new
venture track have just begun.

The winner in that category
was Windy Pham, a Vietnam-
ese-American mother and au-
thor who was born and raised
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A panel of judges listened to contestants’ pitches during the
ElevAsian competition held at the VietAID community center

in Fields Corner on May 21.

in Vietnam and moved to the
US when she was 17 years old.
After being mocked for her
accent after the move, she felt
like she had to hide her roots
to fit in.

“That changed when I had
my daughter,” said Pham. “I
realized how important it is
for me to celebrate and share
my culture with her. I started
looking into bilingual books
and I discovered a huge gap
there.” But instead of waiting
for someone else to close the
gap, Pham established a busi-
ness called Little Ant World:
Bilingual Vietnamese Books
and closed it up herself by
creating “bilingual literature
to help kids and adults learn
their language and culture and
help promote diversity in the
community.”

So far, she has published
three books: “Eat the Rain-
bow,” “The ABCs of Viet-
namese Food,” and “Viet-
namese Animal Alphabet.”

Journey into the Hundred Acre Wood with Everyone’s
Favorite Bear. Read in Owl’s Book Nook, learn about
the history of the real life bear named Winnie, pretend
play in Rabbit’s Garden, Kanga’s Kitchen, and Piglet’s
Patch of Grass, and build structures in Eeyore’s Gloomy
Place. Playful fun awaits young explorers!

BostonChildrensMuseum.org/Winnie
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Each includes Vietnamese
and English alphabets and
translations. They have been
purchased across the country
as well as in Canada and Aus-
tralia.

While her business is off to a
good start, Pham participated
in the contest because she
wants to do more, and with
the help of the $5,000 prize,
she can produce and sell more
books and expand her brand.
She hopes to do so by creating
interactive books, games, and
activities, all of which would
promote pride in diversity.

Rishi Narayan received the
second place $2,500 for Kno-
cadia Labs, CreativeSync Al
Platform, and Nana Qi, the
founder of Keepin Al, secured
the third place prize.

In addition, Vanessa and
Luke Arcovio were awarded
the $500 audience prize for
their business, Minando En-
tertainment.
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Hundreds celebrate launch of Louverture Cultural Center

By SETH DANIEL
NEews EpITor

At a time when Haitians and their
American cousins find it hard to cel-
ebrate amid ongoing turmoil back
home, a groundbreaking ceremony
for Boston’s Toussaint Louverture
Cultural Center near North Station
brought a welcome wind of pride and
accomplishment that speakers said was
felt throughout the diaspora.

Hundreds gathered under the warm
evening sun on Mon., May 20, for a cer-
emony to mark the anticipated opening
of'a 2,000-square-foot space on Lovejoy
Wharf, steps from the TD Garden and
the Freedom Trail. It will be the first
such center in New England and, per-
haps, the nation, an accomplishment
25 years or so in the making, and one
that was celebrated, from local founders
Wilner and Marie Auguste to Haitians
who have heard the news all the way in
Port-au-Prince — not to forgot non-Hai-
tian supporters like Boston Mayor
Michelle Wu and cultural organizations
representing other Caribbean cultures.

“This center is not going to be just
great for Boston or for Haitians in
Boston but a center that stands for all
Haitians in the diaspora,” said Elvire
Beauchard, consulate general of Haiti
in Boston. “Many have tried to stop
Toussaint Louverture in the past...but
what he stands for is what humanity
stands for. We must be proud of being
Haitian.

“We know what our country is going
through now, but I feel something is
in the air and something is about to
happen very big. But we will all have
to work together to make it happen,”
she continued, to applause.

Tears of joy, and sadness, were shed
after the official toast to kick off the
effort to raise money to build out the
space.

Members of the Haitian Artists Assembly of Massachusetts, including Charlot
Lucien, Evangeline Lucien, Mimi Desir, Joanne Buteau-Dumont, and Joseph

Chery, inside the future TLCC.

“This is a beautiful moment because
this is a dream Wilner and Marie Au-
guste had even when I was a kid being
dragged out to meetings with my dad
for Haitian Americans United (HAU),”
said Boston City Council President
Ruthzee Louijeune. “The Haitian story
is a Boston story, and we should be able
to tell it in every neighborhood like
other cultures do. This city deserves
to really see us — not just in Hyde Park
and Mattapan where we are — but in
every neighborhood.”

That sentiment was echoed by Dr.
Aisha Miller, a Mattapan resident who
was there representing the building
owner, Related Beal, which made the
space available through an arrange-
ment with the city of Boston.

“You are herein the North End,” she
said. “People didn’t think it was possi-
ble, but you are here and you're break-
ing down barriers. This is a milestone
and very significant for Boston...Your
culture is going to be present here.”

The space was secured through a
competitive process within the Boston

SCHOOL
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Planning and Development Agency
(BPDA) and will act as both a cultural
center and a tourist information office.
The TLCC Executive Committee cham-
pioned the effort as part of HAU and has
received the backing of the Haitian Art-
ist Assembly of Massachusetts — which
will provide and curate work from the
rich Haitian art and creative heritage,
to include painting, sculpture, poetry,
literature, and metalwork.

Remarks were coordinated by Joseph
Chery, of the Artists Assembly, and sev-
eral speakers led the crowd in thought.

Charlot Lucien, a long-time artist
and cultural ambassador for Boston
Haitians, pointed out there are four
small towns in America named ‘Hai-
ti,” a cemetery in Tennessee bearing
Toussaint Louverture’s name, and
schools named after Haitian heroes in
Oklahoma and St. Louis. Numerous
other attributes of the Haitian culture
also are present in the United States
and France as well, but he said they
aren’t widely acknowledged.

“There have been negative things

Creativity

Wilner and Marie Auguste, left, City
Council President Ruthzee Louijeune,
Nancy Accime, and Dr. Sheila Marcel-
lus use a ceremonial shovel created
by artist Mimi Desir to perform the
ceremonial groundbreaking

that have been attached to Haiti for
many years and the history of Haiti
hasbeen erased from the history of the
US and the history of France,” he said.

Hishopeisthat the Boston center will
reverse that erasure, and that it will
also shine light on the injustices done
to Haiti after it won its independence.

“We hope that they can clean up what
has happened to us,” he said, noting
that that could include some form of
reparations.

The event concluded with a ceremo-
nial groundbreaking led by Wilner and
Marie Auguste, and other members of
HAU. The next step foris to raise money
to complete a full buildout of the space,
which has already been designed.

Courage

Connection

Step towards the future of dance education. Programs for all ages and abilities.
Join us for the 2024-2025 school year!

bostonballet.org/dorchester-enroll

Financial aid available.

Photo by Brooke Trisolini.
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BPS abandons plan to shutter school buildings

(Continued from page 1)

Lilla G. Frederick for the building and
continuing to use the building as the
school to serve our younger people in
Grove Hall and throughout the region,”
Mayor Michelle Wu’s senior advisor for
youth and schools, Rebecca Grainger,
told the School Committee. The plan
calls for any new school in the build-
ing to have community partnerships.
Instead of being left vacant during a
period of transition, the school building
would continue to be used for commu-
nity purposes.

The only other building change iden-
tified for 2025-26 was the consolidation
ofthe West Zone Early Learning Center
with theJames W. Hennigan K-8 School
inJamaica Plain. Both schools current-
ly share the same complex, which would
bereconfigured to serve grades PreK-6.
Officials say the ongoing realignment
would reduce the number of potentially
disruptive school transitions, as well as
the over-capacity that typically resulted
at K-8 schools when 7t graders left for
exam schools or other options.

But, even before the presentation
on facilities, Skipper drew attention to
the overlap between under-enrollment,
under-performance, and chronic absen-
teeisminthe system’s open-enrollment
high schools. She noted that most of
these schools have also been identified
by the state as needing assistance or
intervention.

“What you see is that the multilin-
gual learners and our special educa-
tion students are really concentrated
in our open enrollment schools. It is
those open enrollment schools that
are actually under-enrolled and un-
der-utilized from a building perspec-
tive,” she explained. “However, we
can’t just simply close or merge them
without first developing a way for the
students who are in them, who are the
most fragile, who are our multilingual
learners, and students with disabil-
ities, to have seats in other places.”
Theresponse, outlined by BPS officials,
was to expand inclusive learning, with
programs for language learners and
special education students. The vision
also included more access to intern-
ships, advanced placement classes, and
early college pathways—options that
could also create more incentive for
attendance. And, as Skipper insisted,
any students displaced by a closing
should transition to aschool that serves
their needs.

“We cannot close our way out of
this,” she said “We have to do both.
We have to develop the programming
and the strong academics and remove

The Boston School Committee and BPS Superintendent Mary Skipper dis-
cussed the BPS Facilities plan during a public meeting at the Bolling building

in Roxbury on May 22.

the barriers, and we have to work on
our buildings.”

The presentation listed eleven ma-
jor capital projects underway, some
initiated before the current city ad-
ministration. These included a merger
between the Shaw and Taylor Schoolsin
Dorchester and Mattapan, and a fund-
ing application tothe state for the Ruth
Batson Academy in Dorchester. Skipper
said the projects “represent more than
we did in forty years,” adding, “These
projects unlock high-quality seats at a
faster rate than we have ever done, but
we need to do them well.”

The changes for the Lillia G. Freder-
ick Pilot Middle School and the Hen-
nigan School complex ae scheduled fora
vote by the School Committee on June
17. After helping students make tran-
sitions over the coming year, Skipper
said there would be annual review of
data, engagement with communities,
resulting in new proposals each year.

“I understand why some communi-
ty members are asking for a specific
year-by-year roadmap,” she said, “but
this work is so intertwined with the
core academic and structural changes
we’re making from inclusive ed to
the expansion of bilingual programs
to the expansion of secondary school
pathways. We have to move carefully
reviewing the data each year and mak-
ing adjustments to make sure we are
continuing to put students first.”

During the meeting and after, the
presentation was criticized for deci-
sions made with little advance notice
for school communities and for a lack
of specification about needs and capac-
ity. A long-time educational advocate,
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John Mudd, called the limited number
of short-term changes a “piecemeal”
approach.

“Where is the overall master plan?
Where are the proposals that meet the
challenges of this moment?” he asked
during the meeting. “I should also add
that in none of these proposals was
there any analysis of the impact on
enrollment or the budget. But, critically
important, the process used in pre-
senting these proposals to the affected
school communities does set a prece-
dent for community engagement. And
this precedent is totally inadequate.”
The presentation was also criticized the
day after the meeting by Will Austin,
CEO of the Boston Schools Fund.

“What was released on Wednesday
nightisnotafacilities plan. Noris what
was submitted to the statein January,”
Austin wrote. “The City has communi-
cated a set of values, ideas, and priori-
tiesand acommitment toname projects
annually. Although that approach
provides for flexibility and community
input, it lacks the information and
transparency about enrollment, poten-
tial projects, timeline, and budget that
is typical in long-term facilities plans.”
In 2011, after a 13 percent drop in BPS
enrollment during his first four terms
as mayor, Thomas M. Menino closed
or merged 18 schools. Four years later,
with fewer constraints on the budget,
his successor, Marty Walsh, started
work on a ten-year facilities plan that
called for new buildings, renovations,
and closings. Since 2015, the steepest
fall-off in BPS enrollment has come
with the pandemic, followed by increas-
es after 2021, including an influx of
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3,000 migrants, according to Skipper.
Duringthe presentation, the BPS Chief
of Capital Planning, Lavern Stanislaus,
cautioned thatunder-enrollmentshould
be viewed, not just as space, but as a
mismatch between students and needs.
“It’s not that we have too many seats,”
she told the School Committee. “It’s
that we don’t have enough high-quality
seats, particularly for students with
particular learning needs. Closures will
be a part of our long-term work, but we
need to continuetoinvestin our schools
forboth in termsofhigh-quality instruc-
tion and in terms of facilities so that all
students have access to great schools.”
But Austin argued that moving more
slowly also had a cost. “If done correctly,
a capital budget unlocks funding that
should go to classrooms, educators,
and children,” he reasoned. “In the
past five years, the city of Boston has
spent nearly $200 million on empty
seats in school buildings. Those are
dollarsthat could be addressingliteracy,
career and college readiness, the influx
of migrants, and other pressingneeds.”

School Committee member Brandon
Cardet-Hernandez added the possibili-
ty that changes made by a rolling facil-
ities plan could end up being unraveled
by elimination of an estimated 8,000
unfilled seats. The changes would also
take place amid expectations of growing
pressure on the city budget and a full
election year in 2025.

“We have to merge schools,” said
Cardet-Hernandez. “Doesit notbecome
more difficult to unravel the pieces,
or is it then just about performance
and outcomes? I don’t know what
comes after that, if that makes sense.
If every seat is high-quality today, you
would still have to merge schools.”
The School Committee’s vice chair,
Michael O’Neill, said he was expect-
ing more closures or consolidations,
but he praised the presentation as “a
pretty clear roadmap” for the BPS
decision process. “I have to applaud
your thoughtfulness on this,” he told
school officials, “and I do think you
have thought through what hasn’t
gone right in the past and what has
been wrong to our students--and
how can I do this the right way.”
Alsocomparingthe presentation topast
decisions was the School Committee
chair, Jeri Robinson.

“And the issue is how are we help-
ing every community to understand
that there will be impacts,” she said.
“We say we want change. We know we
need to change, but we can’t be afraid
every time any change is proposed that
everybody’s going to have an outery.”

State cites decline in number of chronically absent students
Despite improvement, nearly 20 percent missed more than 10 Percent of school days

By SamM DRYSDALE
StaTE HOUSE
NEWS SERVICE

After skyrocketing during the pan-
demic, the number of students consid-
ered “chronically absent” from school
is finally starting to drop, though still
well above pre-Covid levels.

Department of Elementary and
Secondary Education Acting Commis-
sioner Russell Johnston announced
duringa state education board meeting
on Tuesday this week that there was
a 20 percent reduction in the number
of students missing 18 or more days
of school in the academic year that is
winding down.

In March 2023, about 24.5 percent of
students were considered chronically
absent, or missing more than 10 per-
cent of the 180-day school year. That
dropped to 19.6 percent this March,
representing about 45,000 students
who missed significant school time last
school year but did not this year.

Officials have warned that missing
more than 10 percent of school can
put students behind their peers, and
students acrosstheboard are struggling

to make up for learning losses caused
by the pandemic.

“Our definition of 10 percent of
absenteeism is not random. There’s
a reason for that, it’s because studies
have pretty clearly shown that by the
time you’ve missed 10 percent of your
schooling you are going to experience
academic impacts, in addition to all the
other losses,” board member Michael
Moriarty said last year. “Families could
work very hard to get absences excused
every chance they get, but that doesn’t
lessen the academic outcome.”

On Tuesday, Johnston said, “We
know that districts, families and stu-
dents have been working together to
improve attendance. And we’re pleased
to see these numbers moving in the
right direction. But by no means are
we through by no means are we done.”

Prior to Covid-19 closing schools,
about 13 percent of students used to
be considered chronically absent.

Asked by board of education chair
Katherine Craven what caused the
changein attendance, Johnston replied
that there has been a concerted effort
to raise awareness with families.

“The way in which our districts and
familieshavereally worked together, in
order to engage families more success-
fully, engage students more deliberate-
ly, and create a learning environment
where students come to school and feel
that sense of connection, that sense of
being known and valued,” he said.

Boston Public Schools Superinten-
dent Mary Skipper said her district,
which is the largest in the state, has
also seen a decline in students facing
significant absences.

She said the problem is worse in
secondary schools. At the height of the
problem in 2021, over 35 percent of
high school students in Massachusetts
were missing over 10 percent of school.

Officials have attributed these ab-
sences to illness from Covid or other
viruses, the effects of Long Covid on
young people, a rise in mental health
issuesinteenagersand children, as well
as a changing culture with students
and families around the necessity of
kids being in school every day.

“Our young people who are in high
school have the ability to vote with
their feet, different than other grades

where a parent ensures a kid gets to
school or has that voice,” Skipper said.
“And I think our high school students,
for a variety of reasons, post-pandemic
had some of the same awakenings that
adults did in wanting to make choices
or see value in things that previously
you just assumed they did.”

A lot of students got jobs during
the pandemic and got accustomed to
bringing money into their households
or supporting themselves, she added.
Because more kids are focused on
working, Skipper said Boston is placing
greater emphasison creating pre-career
opportunities.

“This is actually allowing them to
get their skills, but it’s also allowing
them to get internships, job shadows,
mentorships,” Skipper said. “It’s re-
ally tapping, I think, into our young
people’s need of that ‘why’ for them.
Of, ‘why am I going to school? And not
feeling like I’'m going because learning
is irrelevant, but actually learning is
very relevant. And without it, I'm not
going to be able to sustain a life living
wherever I want to live.””
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Joyce Linehan feted for her work

on the MAXCourage essay contest

By TAYLOR BROKESH
REPORTER CORRESPONDENT

Dorchester resident
Joyce Linehan received
the Champion of Courage
Award last Thursday
(May 23) at the annual
Children’s Celebration
luncheon at Venezia
in Neponset that was
sponsored by the Boston
nonprofit MAXCourage.

The event highlighted
the work of many Boston
and New England-area
sixth graders with the
publication of their es-
says as part of the Max
Warburg Courage Curric-
ulum’s annual capstone
essay contest, where
students addressed the
prompt “How have you
experienced courage in
your life?”

According to MAX-
Courage’s executive di-
rector, Carrie Cough-
lin, another Dorchester
resident, Linehan was
“single handedly” re-
sponsible for recruiting
dozens of new local judg-
es for the essay contest
over the past year, and
that was a major reason
why she will be receiving
the award this year. The

New England Revolution’s Special

Champion of Courage
Award has gone out over
the last decade to vol-
unteers who have gone
above and beyond for the
organization, Coughlin
said.

“She’s a connector, but
she’salsoacollaborator,”
Coughlin said. “She has
had an incredible impact
on our Essay Judging
Day, recruiting volun-
teers with an intent to
diversify the pool of those
who read and judge the
essays.”

“I love this program
and am in awe of what the
Warburg family hasbuilt,
and the work that Carrie
has done to reach more
communities and stu-
dents,” Linehan wrote
to the Reporter. “One
of my favorite annual
events is Essay Judging
Day. The student stories
are touching, funny, and
wise. I love recruiting
people with diverse back-
grounds tobe essay read-
ers, and everyone who
hassaidyes haslovedit.”

Coughlin said it was
important that judges
represent the population
of the students they’re

judginginordertoreduce
bias. Linehan, who previ-
ously served as chief of
policy for former Mayor
Marty Walsh, now sits
on MAXCourage’s advi-
sory board and uses her
connections to recruit
judges.

“Most important, be-
sides the kids who write
the essays, is who we
recruit to judge them,
and how wejudge them,”
Coughlin said. “Wejudge
them blindly, not based
on grammar or seman-
tics, but on how well they
tell a story.”

Named for the found-
ers’ son, whoat age 11in
1991 died from leukemia,
the Max Warburg Cour-
age Curriculum encour-
ages middle-school-aged
kids to appreciate the
value of courage and how
to navigate the world
around them while in-
creasing their proficiency
in language arts. While
mainly focused in the
New England region, the
curriculum has reached
classrooms across the
country and even across
the globe, to places like
Belize, Cambodia, Chi-
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Joyce Linehan

na, Lebanon, Mongolia,
Spain, Pakistan, the
United Kingdom, Tur-
key, Yemen, and many
others, according to its
website.

The program doubled
in size domestically from
2021 to 2023, Coughlin
said, who estimated that
since its inception, it
has served more than
225,000 kids. She added
that each year, they re-
ceive about 6,000 essays,
but only about 2 percent
of them are chosen for
publication in their an-
nual volume, “The Cour-
age of Children: Boston
and Beyond.”

You canreadthisyear’s
edition of “The Courage
of Children: Boston and
Beyond” at bit.ly/Cour-
age-of-Children, and find
out more information
about MAXCourage and
its curriculum at max-
courage.org.

Olympics Unified Soccer Team opens season

The New England Rev-
olution’s Unified soccer
team, consisting of Spe-
cial Olympics athletes
and Unified partners
from throughout Mas-
sachusetts — including
Dorchester’s Radley
Theolien - traveled to
New Jersey on May 11 to
begin their 10th season
with an away match
against the New York
Red Bulls’ Unified team
at Red Bull Arena.

Playing before the
Revolution and New
York squared off'in Major
League Soccer (MLS)
action, the Unified teams
celebrated the power of
inclusionin sports during

Dorchester’s Radley Theolien, of the New England
Revolution Unified inclusion team, broke away
during a match on May 11 in New York against the
Unified Red Bulls, but was denied the winning goal
by a terrific save from the Red Bulls’ goaltender.
Photo courtesy New England Revolution

a 40-minute friendly Theolien, a veteran of
match, which finishedin the Revolution Unified
a 1-1 draw. team, nearly broke the

In the second half, deadlock with a shot on

target from close range,
though an impressive
stop from the Red Bulls’
goalkeeper denied his
attempt.

Made possible in part
by the longstanding sup-
port of Arbella Insur-
ance, the Revolution
Unified Team’s mission
is to leverage the power
of sports to promote an
environment of inclusion
and friendly competition.
Featuring 19 players
from Massachusettsboth
with and without intel-
lectual disabilities, Rev-
olution Unified team will
play at Gillette Stadium
on Sat., July 20, against
FCDallas’ Unified squad.

The house at 131 Ashmont
Street wasbuiltin 1876-1877 and
has been altered over the years.

The first owner was Jennie
Seaverns, a teacher at the Minot
Primary School. Jennie’s mother,
Sarah, 77;and Martha A. Gilbert,
69, a teacher and boarder, lived
at 131 Ashmont Street as well.

From 1882 to 1884, Alfred W.
Burrill, a teller at the National
Exchange Bank, rented the
house. Burrill was followed by
the Willcutt family, renting from
1885 through 1891. Other rent-
ers lived at the house until 1897,
when William Wolff acquired the
property. William was an actor

YESTERYEAR
ARCHIVE

DORCHESTER HISTORICAL SOCIETY
131 Ashmont Street, Then and Now

and theater manager at Castle
Square Opera Company at the
Castle Square Theater. His wife,
Anne, was an actress and costume
designer. They lived at 131 Ash-
mont Street until 1920.

These posts can be viewed on

the blog at dorchesterhistorical-
society.org. The Society’s William
Clapp and James Blake Houses
areopen to the public on the third
Sunday of the month from 11 a.m.
to 3 p.m.
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Tracking Shelly
Smith’s odyssey
to commencement

at MassBay CC

To Shelly Smith
of Dorchester, the path
to earning her associ-
ate degree in general
sciences from MassBay
Community College was
anythingbut straightfor-
ward. She first enrolled
at MassBay Community
College in 1994, fresh
out of Madison Park
High School in Boston,
where she had been on
the nursing assistant
career track. Her initial
plan was quickly alerted
by life’s challenges.

“l always dreamed
of earning my degree
and becoming a nurse,
because I have a natural
gift of caring for others,”
Shelly recalls. “But life
got in the way — having
a baby, going through
two failed marriages,
and juggling work at
nights and on weekends.
I kept pushing myself
because I wanted to
show my daughter the
importance of education
and perseverance.

“It has taken me al-
most 30 years, but I'm
finally finishing what I
started, and I have my
associate degree. And I
will be back at MassBay
in the fall to pursue my
degree in nursing, which
is the ultimate goal.”

Theroad tocommence-
ment was far from easy.
Shelly faced academic
struggles, particularly
duetoher dyslexia, which
made reading and study-
ing more challenging. “I
felt unprepared for col-
lege after high school,”
she says. “I had to re-
take math classes and
often struggled with the
foundational knowledge
needed to succeed. But
I never gave up. I kept
pushing for myself and
my daughter Shelby.”

Shelly’s journey in-
cluded some pauses from
classes, as well as a brief
stint at Quincy College
before she returned to
MassBay, where she
found a supportive and

Shelly Smith

nurturing environment.
“The support at Mass-
Bay is incredible,” she
says. “The peer tutoring,
the help from MassBay
Adpvisors like Lori Can-
nizzaro and Aaron Ri-
obe-it’sunlike any other
college. They genuinely
care about the students’
success.”

Her determination
and hard work have not
gone unnoticed by those
around her. “When my di-
plomaarrived, my daugh-
ter and I cried together.
Sheis currently studying
biomedical engineering
at Wentworth Institute
of Technology in Boston
and understands how
badly I wanted to earn
my degree, for the both
of us. It was a journey
we shared,” said Smith,
“filled with struggles and
triumphs.”

Shelly says her story is
not just about earning a
degree, “it’sabout break-
ing cycles and setting
new standards for us
and our children. People
often ask, why has it tak-
en me so long to earn my
degree? I want people to
know that failing a class
doesn’t make you dumb.
We all have different
paths, andit’simportant
to recognize the effort
behind the grades. We are
creating our own story;
mine has just taken a
little longer.”

With most of her pre-
requisites for the nurs-
ing program now com-
plete, Shellyis preparing
for the TEAS Test and
Chemistry II, the final
steps toward entering
the MassBay nursing
program.

Student from Dot at
Hofstra cited as
‘Junior of the Year’

Dallas Jackson of
Dorchester, a rising se-
nior at Hofstra University
majoring in journalism,
was named ‘Junior of the
Year” when the institu-
tion’s student organiza-
tions, student leaders,
and professional staff
partners were honored
with 2024 Student Lead-
ership Awards for their ef-
forts to positively impact
the campus community at
a gala on April 25.

Dallas Jackson
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BT BPDA’s rezoning effort needs more

Dot Day says
a lot about us

Why do we still do Dot Day? For some, that’s like
asking why we put up Christmas lights in December
or serve turkey and stuffing on the fourth Thursday
in November.

But, fine. As we approach the first weekend in June
and Sunday’s parade, we’ll allow it as a legitimate
question worth pondering. Why, in 2024, do we still
march, camp out on the curb with balloons and
coolers, watch a band play on our neighbor’s front
porch, don a fading three-decker t-shirt, run a 5k,
whatever it is that many of us will do this weekend?

People have their own rhymes or reasons, but here
are a few thoughts from someone who’s been an
active participant for a half-century (plus one year).

Let’s first recall that the early Dorchester Days
—organized in the first decade of the 20th century —
were at least in part an attempt at keeping Boston’s
city leaders focused on the wants and needs of what
was then still a relatively new section of the city.
Dorchester was its own town until 1870 when the
voters here decided to approve annexation to the city
of Boston. Historians tell us that the decision was
made for practical reasons, like tappinginto Boston’s
superior water supply and the larger tax base to fund
schools and roads.

At the time, Dorchester was just starting to grow
into its identity as a “streetcar suburb” replete with
rows of brand-new three-decker buildings to house
waves of immigrants. But when the first Dot Day
was staged, the neighborhood was still a relatively
pastoral setting with orchards and farms and hill-
top estates and summer homes along the coast for
Boston’s well-to-do. For Cripes sakes, the early Dot
Day celebrations included a sailing regatta, if that
clues you in a bit on the demographics of the time.

The 1904 Dot Day events centered in large part
around local efforts to get the city of Boston to des-
ignate Savin Hill Park as a city-owned and cared-for
park. They succeeded in getting Boston Mayor John
F. “HoneyFitz” Fitzgerald to come and commit to the
plan. The future president’s grandfather knew where
his votes were increasingly being counted.

So, Dorchester Day has always been—and is today—
areminderto city leadersthatthis place and the voters
who live here matter. That’s why your 2024 parade
roster (see today’s special edition) includes a healthy
complement of political hopefuls who’ll march up the
avenue and/or crisscross the afternoon’s backyard
barbeques. Think of Dorchester Day as a communal
lobbying effort, a neighborhood-wide smoke signal to
Government Center that the city’s now largest and
most populous enclave had best be at front of mind.

Over the decades, as the tradition took hold and the
parade flared as the unofficial start of summer in the
city, Dot Day became embedded in the local psyche.
In a city of neighborhoods and enclaves that are very
often weighted to more affluent, tourist-friendly,
cobblestoned blocks in the city center, this is our day.

And in modern-day Dorchester, the interpretation
of what the word “our” means has become the best
reason to keep the Dot Day tradition alive and nur-
turedin the next generation. In ways that defy conven-
tions and stereotypes, this sprawling neighborhood
has truly embraced Boston’s aspirations to be that
“city on a hill” that welcomes — and celebrates — all
comers. Long live Dot Day— and a special word of
thanks to the volunteer men and women who make
this weekend’s festivities possible.

Enjoy!

-Bill Forry
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BY SARANYA SATHANANTHAN
AND MIKE PROKOSCH
SPECIAL TO THE REPORTER

Squares+Streets has come to Dorchester. The
Boston Planningand Development Agency’s (BPDA)
local planning process officially started in Fields
Corner two weeks ago. Codman Square’s kickoff
was postponed when the city suddenly added Four
Corners to the planning area. The BPDA wants to
reschedule that kickoff in June.

What is Squares+Streets? It’s a city-driven plan
to relieve the housing crisis by putting up bigger,
denser, higher buildings in “transit-rich” shopping
districtslike Fields Corner, Codman Square, and Four
Corners. The BPDA hopes this will get people out of
their cars, bring more customers to nearby stores,
and improve our climate by cutting car pollution and
greenhouse gas emissions.

To make this happen, the city has already passed
new zoning laws that allow housing developers to
build “asof right” along the main streets. Developers
can replace one-story buildings with new commer-
cial/residential buildings of four to seven stories,
depending on their location.

These are fundamental changes that will reshape
our neighborhoods for the next several decades, and
maybe not for the better. If done wrong, they could
increase displacement, worsen traffic, and make
Dorchester’s heat islands even hotter. Those who will
be most affected must lead the planning. Involving
them will take time and local knowledge that only
our community organizations can supply.

We are offering to work with the BPDA in agenuine
partnership, and we hope they will say yes. Together
we can create an effective engagement plan that
reaches the hardest to reach — low-income, working
threejobs, limited English, poor health, house-bound,
young, old, small businesspeople, and more. Our block
groups and local organizations know best how to find
them and draw out solutions that will work for them.

It will take time. We want to take the summer -
the best time for block parties, deep conversations
on the streets, events that explore our communities’
histories and challenges. Over three months we can
develop a consensus about the neighborhoods we
want and the city solutions we need. That can smooth
and shorten the rest of the Squares+Streets process.

We need more than a survey. We need a commu-
nity consensus. Without our help, we fear that the
BPDA’s current process will reach a population that
doesn’t represent Codman Square, Four Corners, or
Fields Corner. Here’s why:

Squares+Streets has been running all this year

time — and ground-level engagement

in Roslindale. The BPDA has reached 27 Black
residents, 42 Latinos, 21 Asian Americans, and 585
white residents, according to recent BPDA data.
Roslindale is 47.4 percent white.

BPDA staff are working hard, but they are new to
our neighborhoods. They cannot substitute for the
scores of active residents and the decades of commu-
nity relationships that we can contribute.

We know we’re volunteering to sacrifice our sum-
mers on this process. Why are we signing up for three
months of hard work?

We support the city’s goals. We want more afford-
able housing, less traffic, more prosperous store
owners, and cleaner air. But we fear it could all go
wrong unless there’s deep community engagement
that brings in the people who will be most affected.

So, what could go wrong?

Traffic. New housing will bring, ideally, thou-
sands of new neighbors. Who thinks they will give
up their cars? Maybe we’ll see worse traffic jams,
more exhaust, heat, pollution, and more frustrated
shoppers. Does the city have policies and tools to
avoid the worst?

Small businesses. Most don’t own their locations.
When their landlords sell and their leases end, they’ll
have to relocate. Can they afford the higher rents
in brand-new buildings? The city does not have
programs that will make more than a tiny dent in
this problem. Displacement. Tenants who live in
modest-rent apartments will also face eviction when
their buildings are sold. Where can they move?
Under the city’s current standards, four out of five
new housing units can be market rate — affordable
for incomes in the hundreds of thousands. And that
fifth “affordable” unit will be affordable if you earn
$80,000 (for a family of three in 2023). That is not
affordable for more than half of the people who live
here now.

Whole neighborhoods must create solutions to
these challenges. Those who might be hit hardest
need to be the first to say what’s needed.

We are not NIMBYs — we’re not saying, “not in by
back yard, nothing must change.” We’re not YIM-
BYs - “build, build, build.” We are residents who are
looking for solutions that fit our neighborhood, that
add a lot more housing and will make it affordable
for the people who live here.

We hope the BPDA will accept our offer.

Saranya Sathananthan and Mike Prokosch are
two members of Codman Square United, a growing
network of residents, coordinated by the Codman
Square Neighborhood Council andthe Second Church
in the square.

Yes, to the White Stadium plan, with conditions

To the Editor:

The revitalization of Franklin Park’s White Sta-

dium and the Playstead is a significant step toward

enhancing the quality of

Letter_ to life for the surrounding

the Editor neighborhoods, the city,

and visitors to Boston.

The rehabilitation of White Stadium into a state-of-

the-art facility for Boston Public Schools (BPS) and

residents and its potential to become Boston’s home

of the National Women’s Soccer League (NWSL) are
key aspects of this revitalization.

Frederick Law Olmsted, Franklin Park’s architect,
created an evolvinglandscape of opennessthat reflects
an appreciation of nature and provides an escape
from the harsh realities of urban life. His transcen-
dentalist vision anticipated an area to accommodate
10,000 people, which is the projected number for the
current stadium proposal. His vision is as relevant
today as it was in the 19th century.

The current disconnect between municipal and
privateinterests and the surrounding neighborhoods
is not revolutionary. Olmsted expected, and wel-
comed, “political engagement.” However, the current
process reflects decades-old development pressures
that steamroll residents with dramatic changes to
the landscape, character, access, and affordability of
Boston’s traditional neighborhoods.

All is not lost, though. This project can create
a local and regional economic engine with a new
industry, women’s professional soccer. Hosting the
Boston Unity team is an honor for Boston and a
beacon of the city’s future. But the current process,
renderings, and construction plans should lean alittle
more toward publicinterest for the long term. At this
point, a temporary location for one season might be
prudent until Boston Unity, like the BPS athletes,
has a worthy sports and recreational complex.

The current proposal is analogous to being gifted
a new car with just a few dents. You'll take the car
but you’d prefer one without dents. Still, this is a
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for our city, state, and

region. Designing a stadium that balances the needs
of private investors and the community is vital to
ensuring that White Stadium and the Playstead will
remain viable regardless of Boston Unity’s success.
Boston Unity Soccer could outgrow the stadium
before the expiration of the lease and, for financial
reasons, be compelled to find another location with
sufficient infrastructure.

The deterioration of 77-year-old White Stadium has
been commensurate with the decades-long dearth of
publicinvestment, genuine engagement, and leader-
ship. The current planners were wise to reschedule a
May 22 Zoom meeting until May 30. In the interim,
they might consider a face-to-face public hearing to
address unanswered questions and concerns from
stakeholders to seal the deal. The objective is to
have as many “hands on deck” as possible before
final adoption.

There are several outstanding issues that should
be resolved before this proposal moves ahead. The
practicality of opening a virtually new stadium
without more on-site parking is utopian-like at best
and absurd at worst. Expanding residential parking
permits throughout the surrounding neighborhoods
would go a long way toward establishing equity in
protected parking city-wide. However, the city’s
planners have rejected any expansion at this time.
There has been no design rendering that reflects
the relocation of track-and-field events. Planners
suggest these elements will be introduced before
the final rendering.

Slowing this process before any final adoption would
be a prudent move. This project should be pursued
regardless of these public/private partnerships; only
then can Boston ascend to higher heights, utilizing
its assets, heritage, present, and future to become a
revitalized global magnet for tourism, education, new
growth industries, and a practical and comfortable
urban life.

Barry Lawton
Dorchester
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Steward case poses just the beginning
of our community’s health care woes

By BiLL WALCzAK
REPORTER COLUMNIST

The Massachusetts Legislature has tackled the
bankruptcy of Steward Health Care by passing a fairly
comprehensive package of regulations that may help
avoid another meltdown at a major medical system.

Butthere’smoretobedone. Ourhealth care systemis
amess. Wehave allowed the marketplace to determine
how health care is delivered, but the marketplace is
about money, not health.

Our dollars are overwhelmingly spent on facilities,
procedures, high-tech radiology, and miracle pharma-
ceutical cures, not on preventing the lifestyle choices
that make them necessary. Massachusetts needs a
comprehensive plan that will change how our health
care dollars are spent while producing a healthier
population.

Let’s start with primary care. In countries that have
better health outcomesthan the US, access to primary
care physicians (PCP) and investment in prevention
strategies are core elements of their systems. In the
US, primary care has been on life support for decades,
despite acknowledgment that PCPs are essential to
producing an excellent and efficient system that results
in a healthy population. New physicians overwhelm-
ingly choose specialty fields, with the number choosing
primary care recently dropping below 30 percent.

In Massachusetts, primary care is only 8 percent of
health care spending, an indicator that primary care
provider time with patients, essential to help guide
patients toward healthy behaviors, is not perceived
as important. The Commonwealth needs to pro-
mote primary care by ensuring that PCPs are paid
competitively to specialists, making all primary care
visits free of co-payments and deductibles, ensuring
that prevention is a major part of health care visits,
and forcing insurance to pay for fitness and nutrition
programs.

While primary care withers, the costliest part of the
health care system continues to expand exponentially.
Running a marketplace-based system has produced
intense competition between the remaining teaching
hospitals, with the resultant building frenzy creating
new hospitals and wings costing billions of dollars. For
example, Mass General Hospital, part of Mass General
Brigham, is building a $1.8 billion wing, while Dana
Farber Cancer Institute, soon tojoin Beth Israel Lahey,
is planning a new $1.7 billion hospital.

This bricks-and-mortar war has also resulted in the
building of new specialty centers in wealthy suburbs
where those with private insurance reside. A recent
study by the Rand Corporation indicated that private
health insurance pays 254 percent more than Medi-
care for services, which would explain the teaching
hospital systems building hospital feeders in places
where the well-insured live while not growingin areas
with higher numbers of patients with Medicaid and
Medicare. Meanwhile, community hospitals, largely in
working class communities like Dorchester, continue
their decline.

Despite these new and luxurious health care centers,
40 percent of the residents of our Commonwealth delay
medical care because of its cost, which is among the
highest in the world and outpacing inflation nearly
every year. The class and racial gap in health care and
structural racism within the system continue unabat-
ed. A study by Blue Cross Blue Shield last year indicated
that “health disparities experienced by communities
of color cost Massachusetts $5.9 billion ayear,” mainly
because of avoidable healthcare spending from waiting
too long for care and lost labor productivity.

While Massachusetts leads the US in percentage
of population covered by health insurance, it doesn’t
mean that everyone has good health insurance or is

ableto afford care. The Massachusetts Connector (the
agency created by Romneycare that provides access
to private insurance for people who cannot get health
insurance from an employer) has Deductible and Out
of Pocket Maximums (OOPM), i.e., the most you can
spend out of pocket, at $9,450 for an individual and
$18,900 for a family for 2024. This is for those who
have Connector insurance.

No wonder medical care continues to be the number
one cause of bankruptcy in the US.

A few years ago, when I was CEO of the South End
Health Center, 97 staff members were covered by
health center-provided insurance. In the previous
year, there were three insurance-covered people (one
staff member and two spouses of staff members) who
had serious illnesses that required hospitalization.
Our insurance company increased our premiums by
28 percent because insurance companies today cal-
culate rates by the organization’s annual health care
cost (called “experience-rated”) rather than sharing
the cost among a large risk pool, called community
rated, which would prevent a few cases from causing
a dramatic increase in premiums.

Wetried to get other insurance companies to bid, but
none would, because of the size of our risk pool. The
result was a decision by the health center to increase
our deductible to $3,000 and limit other care in an
effort to reduce the increased premium.

In the US, 98 percent of businesses have fewer than
100 employees. Last year, a Massachusetts Health
Policy Commission report indicated that employee
premiums have increased by 295 percent since 2000,
three times faster than household income and four
times faster than inflation. Guiding insurance com-
panies toward allowing larger risk pools made up of
thousands of covered lives should be part of insurance
reform, though ultimately a single payer system is the
only real solution to the cost problem.

There are other issues that require our attention,
including whether emerging “artificial intelligence”
will be used to diagnose disease and deny care; the
shortage of workers, especially nurses, that is getting
worse as boomers retire; and the lack of regional ER
coordination that has resulted in huge waits for care,
and leaving some behavioral health patients to stay
in emergency rooms, sometimes for weeks, because
of problems with placing the patients in psychiatric
hospitals.

I do not want to disparage the many parts of the
system that work well, and the innovations that are
helping to solve some of the issues I have identified.
However, there are huge issues that need to be compre-
hensively tackled, and it’s time for the Commonwealth
to create a commission that can do that. It needs to be
made up of people without the vested interests that
seek to perpetuate the existing system.

We need a fresh view of how to solve the problems
in how medical care is delivered. In 1991, Professor
Nancy Kane of the Harvard School of Public Health
provided a thorough analysis of the Massachusetts
hospital system of that era, which prompted discus-
sions how we use health care dollars. In a Boston
Globe article by Richard Knox (2/3/1991), Kane said
something that is still relevant today: “There’s a
tradeoff between how much we want to pay, how much
high-tech plant and equipment we want, and whether
we want these institutions to tackle social problems
like infant mortality and drug abuse.”

We need another independent and comprehensive
review of the Massachusetts health care system, and
a plan to create a system that produces more health
and less cost. It’s done elsewhere; it can be done here.

Bill Walczak lives in Dorchester. His column appears
regularly in the Reporter.

ZBA’s latest decision on Savin Hill Ave. a travesty

To the Editor:

What an outrage! I attended the May 21 Zoning
Board of Appeals (ZBA) zoom hearing on a develop-
ment at 243D Savin Hill Ave. Against the opposition

Letter to of all the abutters directly
the Editor

affected, a thumb’s-down
by the Columbia-Savin Hill
Civic Association Planning Committee and general
membershipin 2019 and again in 2024 —not to mention
a40-signature petition, the ZBA, in all its unanimous
arrogance, ignored this community of residents and
property taxpayers and approved this development.
And for what? To construct an unsightly, oversized
anomaly to the surrounding homes, leaving us with
generations of ugly residue from this development.
Thisapprovalis an environmental disaster. It wipes
out a copse of mature trees affecting the environment
and air quality for decades. It will eliminate the abut-
ting flood zone now guarded by these trees. It will
inhibit the site’s natural ability to control the storm
water. It egregiously violates allowed minimum lot
frontage, putting the front door of 243D Savin Hill

Ave. facing the backyards of the existing homes,
encroaching on their private property and personal
space. But all this means nothing to the ZBA.

Shame on the ZBA. We only have them to blame
for the precedent-setting standards forever changing
historic districts of old Victorian homes and open
green space into ugly overdeveloped neighborhoods
that will have everlasting environmental devastation.

This is not the first of their supercilious “who gives
adamn” votes. We have seen many and it is expected
now that there is no stopping them from destroying
what’s left of Boston’s beautiful neighborhoods.

What do they care about and why do they vote the
way they do? Taxpayers are paying for this sham of
a board, and it should be abolished.

I ask our environmentally conscious mayor to
stand with the voters and residents and not greedy
developers and rid us of the ZBA..

Donna Blythe-McColgan

Savin Hill Avenue

Executive Board Member
Columbia-Savin Hill Civic Association
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The Dave McKay story: “My Life in the Dugout’
Dot baseball coaching legend takes his seat in Yawkey League Hall of Fame

By SETH DANIEL
NEews EpITor

Dave McKay, then 13,
satin hismath classroom
decadesagoatthe former
St. Marks School on Cen-
tre Street ditching his
assignment to focus on
calculating statistics for
the neighborhood base-
ball team he was helping
to coach. He took over
coachingdutiesatage 15.

“My father worked
16-hour days and he
couldn’t watch my broth-
er’s games, so I went all
the time,” McKay said.
“The coach noticed me
and said, ‘You’re here
all the time, keep score
for me.” That’s how it
began.”

Today, the formidable
skipper of the legendary
Yawkey League McKay
Club Beacons is in his
56thyear of coachingand
his 40th year of leading
the McKay Club amateur
adultteam.OnMay 19, at
a banquet in Quincy, his
lifelong devotion to base-
ball — and to the players
themselves — was recog-
nized with his induction
into the League’s Hall
of Fame.

To Dave McKay, coach-
ing not only involves
strategy on the diamond,
but also lifetime bonds
with young men who
needed a chance to keep
“playingball” —evenifat
times that meant bailing
them out of jail or keeping
them out of jail.

“I don’t think I ever
got any of that bail mon-
ey back,” he joked in a
recent interview, noting
that the early days of
the club were as much
about keeping guys in
the straight and narrow
aswinning. “It’sallbeing
partof somethingandit’s
great being part of some-

Dave McKay before aMay 20 game at Garvey Park in

Neponset.

thing meaningful,” said
the 71-year-old McKay.
“A lot of people my age
are thrown aside like the
rubbish. I alwaysthought
about what I would do
with my life after retire-
ment. I knew I always
had baseball...The rela-
tionships you have with
people are so important,
and the players are my
energy.”

That energy has often
meant giving players
second chances to ex-
cel after going through
tough times. He recalled
a friend asking if a guy
who had just gotten out
of jail and needed a pos-
itive outlet could get a
spot on the team. McKay
said he bristled, but then
thought, “What would
Jesusdo? Would he throw
the guy to the street and
tell him to go to hell? No.

Photo courtesy McKay Club

So, I gave the guy the ball
and he pitched ano-hitter
right there. He had been
in jail and was more of
a hockey player, but he
stepped up and pitched
a no-hitter. That’s what
the McKay Club has done
and it’s what we’re all
about.”

A retired teacher and
city employee who still
lives in Adams Corner,
McKay is now seen as an
“elder statesman” who
attends every game and
provides key guidance to
a league that has always
mixed college players
keeping fresh over the
summer with blue-collar
neighborhood legends.
The name on the back
of his jersey is ‘Uncle
Buck,’” after the movie
character played by the
late John Candy. But
it’s also speaks to the

Dave McKay with his nephew, Kyle McKay, who
played for the McKay Club for several years — a
time Dave described as a very special opportunity
to coach a family member. Photo by Kevin George

family atmosphere he
has created. “This is the
way baseball was made
to be played, not by pro-
fessionals but amateurs
that play hard and enjoy
the game,” he quipped.

With nokids ofhisown,
McKay has poured his
life into baseball and into
playerslike Dorchester’s
Mike Kazmouski, his
brother Danny, and their
friends. Mike, now 58,
began playing for McKay
as anine-year-old rookie
in the former Mill Stream
Little League, which was
a thriving baseball com-
munity pulling players
in central Dorchester’s
Fields Corner from St.
Mark, St. Ambrose, St.
Peter, and St. Gregory
parishes.

“It’sastory that starts
in my childhood,” said
Kazmouski, who ended

MORTGAGE
LOANS

that make dreams possible.

up playing for McKay
over a 21-year span
through Little League,
Babe Ruth League, Jr.
Park League, and final-
ly for the McKay Club
before retiring just a few
years ago.

“The thing I appre-
ciated the most is we
all had regular jobs,”
he said. “You may have
had a tough day on the
job, but you could look
forward to the fact that
you had a baseball game
that night. I played on
McKay Club with kids
I grew up with — mostly
Dorchester guys at first
and then the Southie
guys came in and Dave
kept it together. That
was something great to
beableto play baseball as
an adult with guys I had
as friends my whole life.
It was my second family.”
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McKay’s love of base-
ball is no act; it’s a life
pursuit, said Kazmouski.
“Alot of kids and guys in
Dorchester owe a lot to
Dave because he always
provided something for
us to do. He really, really
helped a lot of people
here in keeping baseball
around.”

South Boston’s Jack
Owens, the athletic di-
rector for Boston Latin
School (BLS), agrees
wholeheartedly with
Kazmouski. He came to
the McKay Club after
his freshman year of
baseball at St. Michael’s
College in Vermont. He
wanted to keep “fresh
and focused” in center-
field over the summer,
and McKay gave him
the chance. After col-
lege, he was able to keep
going — something that
isn’t available without
someone like McKay
weighing in.

“It’san opportunity for
guys that love the game
to continue playing at a
high level,” Owens said.
“It’s not beer league
softball or slow pitch. It’s
high-level ball...There
isn’t anything beyond
post-playing careers in
baseball. The pickup
sports don’t lend them-
selves to baseball, and
the Yawkey League is
unique. Dave has been
a major part of keeping
it alive all these years.”

Added Dorchester’s
Kevin George, who was
a rival player and coach
with the South Boston
Saints team, “He gave
guys from Dorchester
a chance to play. A lot
of guys didn’t go on to
college despite being
college-level talent. They
went on to the trades,
but they still had the
opportunity as top-notch
players to play against
college players. It was
competition at a time
when not everyone went
off to college to play.”

McKay’s time in am-
ateur baseball started
when his core players got
older and wanted to keep
playing. They joined the
Junior Park League in
1984 as the McKay Club
within the Mill Stream
organization. As the
neighborhood changed,
there were fewer kids
and fewer schools in cen-
tral Dorchester, and Mill
Stream folded, but the
McKay Club kept going.
In 1990, McKay went
independent, leaning on
the Yawkey family —then
the owners of the Red
Sox — to sponsor them.
That move spawned the
Yawkey League.

Suddenly the league
was top-tier and growing,
said George. It eventual-
ly expanded the regular
season to 33 games with
22 teams. One game a
week was broadcast and

replayed on Comcast
Cable, crowds attended
games, and box scores
and standings were a
daily staple in Boston
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newspapers.

The teams played in
various parks, includ-
ing Town Field, Gar-
vey Park, Clifford Park
(The Prairie), Toohig
Park, McConnell Park,
and even Ronan Park.
During the late Mayor
Tom Menino’s admin-
istration, the city and
the McKay Club agreed
to bring the games up
to Ronan for positive,
safe activity at night — a
move that saw the field
upgraded and the team
“flourishing” with large
crowds.

“Dave McKay thought
big and is a larger-than-
life character with big
ideas and probably had
a little PT. Barnum in
him - in a good way,”
said George. “Hebrought
Yawkey baseball some-
where that most of us
wouldn’t have imagined
possible.”

One of those big ideas
was to play Yawkey
League All-Star games
at Fenway Park, which
the Red Sox agreed to
for more than 10 years.
It was a shining mo-
ment for most players,
including Owens and
Kazmouski.

Kazmouski said he
played in Fenway, a
treat made special when
McKay let him play right
field like his baseball
idol Dwight Evans, the
Red Sox outfielder in
the 1970s and 1980s,
as his young son Evan
(for Dwight) watched
from the dugout. “I had
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a moment out there by
myself,” he recalled.
“Dewey had played right
where I stood. That was
my favorite moment with
the McKay Club.”
Though they have nev-
er won a championship,
the McKay Club has been
acontender for decades, a

playoff team most years,
and a championship
series finalist a couple
of times. For the core
group of Dorchester and
South Boston players, no
matter what the record
showed, leaving the team
was never an option.

“l saw a great sense
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of loyalty in playing for
Dave,” said Owens, who
retired in 2015. “He took
meinand gave meastart
and allowed me to be a
part of it after college.
There was never a doubt
I would only play for the
McKay Club... He’s a
great friend of mine to

this day.”

Earlier this month, on
May 20, the McKay Club
Beacons took the field at
the new Garvey Park and
McKay was there to start
his 40th year coaching
theteam. He said thereis
aneed to get the younger
crowd back into the game
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andtotakeoverthereins,
but that doesn’t mean
he’s leaving the dugout
any time soon.

“I’'m not going to leave
until I they take me over
to Holy Cross Cemetery,”
hesaid. “I'malifer...This
is what I live for.”

From left, Ben Mendelson, Paul Grammer, Glenn Ducharme, Kevin George, Tim Dacey, Hall of Famer Jon Tenney, Dan Zakrewski,
Photo courtesy Kevin George

Southie pitcher Tenney to Yawkey Hall of Fame

and Fran Strassmann.

One of the great pitch-
ersofthe Yawkey League
from the South Boston
Saintsteam wasinducted
into the Yawkey League
Hall of Fame in a ceremo-
nyonMay 19.Jon Tenney
could take over any game,
said his coach and fellow
player, Kevin George,
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who spotted him on a
street in South Boston
wearing a University of
Vermont baseball shirt.

As it turned out, Ten-
ney, a dominant Division
1 pitcher for Vermont,
had moved to Boston
to pursue his working
career. He had no idea

that amateur baseball
was flourishingin Boston
at the time. After some
strongsaleswork, George
recruited him to play for
the Saints.

“I told him that we
played our All-Star
games in Fenway Park
and he perked up and

said maybe he might be
interested,” said George
with a laugh. It was the
beginning of a 20-plus
year relationship that
blossomed into a Hall of
Fame career for Tenney.

“He was the ultimate
big-game pitcher,” said
George. “Healways came

PROUD MEMBERS

up bigin big games. He’d
pitch the first game and
then come back on three-
days’ rest to finish a
series. He left it all out
there when he took the
mound.”

—-SETH DANIEL
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UMB graduate students lay out
Dorchester’s waterfront history

By TAYLOR BROKESH
REPORTER CORRESPONDENT

Five Graduate stu-
dents at UMass Boston
last week presented their
ideas for new signage
that would highlight
local history to visitors
along the Boston Har-
borwalk.

Students in the semi-
nar “HIST 625 - Inter-
preting History in Pub-
lic: Approaches to Public
History Practice” with
Professor Jane Becker
interviewed residents
and conducted their own
research in collaboration
with Friends of the Bos-
ton Harborwalk. The
result of these endeavors
isaset of “site-specificin-
terpretive signs that in-
terpret the histories (and
the present) currently
visible or once visible
from the harborwalk.”

The Harborwalk
stretches a combined 43
miles from East Boston
to the Neponset River
and encircles Colum-
bia Point, including the
UMass Boston campus.
The project focused on
the Dorchester section of
the Harborwalk, starting
just south of Moakley
Park and finishing at
Commercial Point. The
five students — Lauren
Shirley, Sarah Jackson,
Megan Reynolds, Nick
Harrelson, and Seamus
O’Hearne — each took
a region of the Harbor-
walk and devised plans
for a total of 27 wayside
markers.
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Back: Mike Manning (FBHW), Nick Harrelson, Megan Reynolds, Seamus
O’Hearne; Front: Jane Becker, Liz Nelson Weaver (FBHW), Sarah Jackson,

Lauren Shirley

The locations run the
gamut from former sites
or structures — like
Reynolds’s proposal for
a sign about Camp McK-
ay, the Italian POW site
located on Columbia
Point toward the end of
World War II, or Shirley’s
idea for a sign about
the storied history of
the Bayside Mall, even-
tually the Bayside Expo
Center — to spaces that
are still present but have
fascinating histories.
O’Hearne’s proposal
for a sign focuses on the
history of Corita Kent’s
iconic “rainbow swash”
on the National Grid gas
tank, while Harrelson’s

sign details the story of
the UMass campus. Oth-
er interesting fun facts
would be incorporated
on Jackson’s proposal
for a sign talking about
the kinds of wildlife you
might find in Boston
Harbor, such as the buf-
flehead duck or harbor
seals.

Overthe course of their
semester, the students
said they dived into phys-
ical and digital archives,
maps from the Leventhal
Center, many books,
news clippings, and pho-
tos, and even solicited
community feedback
about what sites should
get particular attention.

Taylor Brokesh photo

“This project was a re-
ally cool chance to expand
what we know about the
area,” Jackson said. “I’'m
pretty sure almost all of
us are Dorchester trans-
plants, so it was cool to
learn more about where
we live.”

The two representa-
tives of Friends of the
Boston Harborwalk in
attendance, chair Mike
Manning and volunteer
Liz Nelson Weaver, said
the next step in the
project will be an FBHW
application for a grant
in the fall so that these
interpretive signs can be
manufactured and placed
along the Harborwalk.

“Your work really is
justremarkable,” Nelson
Weaver said. “You’ve
done so much work al-
ready that I think we can
just leap forward.”

With Boston’s 400th
anniversary coming up
in 2030, Manning’s hope
is that the Harborwalk
would have signs along
its entire length. A proj-
ect like that might take a
little more time, Nelson
Weaver said, but the
students’ work has put
them closer to their goal.

“Dorchester wasreally
our missing piece,” she
said. “We didn’t have a
single sign up here. So,
this project will really
make it possible to move
forward.”
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Report: ‘Difhicult to make sense of Wu tax shift plan’

By Sam DRYSDALE
StaTE HOUSE
NEWS SERVICE

Mayor Wu’s proposal
to shift a greater tax
burden onto commercial
property owners for afew
years to limit increases
on Boston residents is
a temporary solution
that may exacerbate the
longer-term problem itis
trying to solve, according
to the author of a new
report on the policy. The
proposal needs the ap-
proval of the city council
and the Legislature to
take effect.

As the world has shift-
ed in the wake of the
COVID-19 pandemic,
fewer and fewer com-
panies have returned
to downtown offices.
Without a bustling work-
force in downtown and
other neighborhoods,
small businesses such
as restaurants and re-
tail have also suffered,
and commercial prop-
erties are likely to see a
reductioninvaluesin this
year’s assessment.

State law allows mu-
nicipalities to create
separate tax rates for
commercial and resi-
dential property, and
to require commercial
owners to pay as much
as 175 percent of what
the rate would have been
without a split.

Wu’s proposal would
allow the city to increase
the maximum commer-
cial shift to 200 percent if

business property values
drop significantly, then
gradually shift it back
down abit each year until
it returns to 175 percent
in year five. She says this
shifting would safeguard
residents from an un-
expected and dramatic
property tax increase,
if they had to bear the
weight of city budget
growth without as much
revenue coming in from
commercial properties.

“In the short term,
this is the legislative
mechanism that is nec-
essary,” she said last
month, discussing her
plans on WBUR. “In the
long term, we need to
recruit more businesses
to Boston and [provide]
more residential oppor-
tunities.”

In a report released
on May 22, Ryan LLC, a
tax firm that represents
commercial and residen-
tial property owners, said
the policy would increase
the commercial tax rate
by 14 percent, and the
increased rate would fur-
ther depress commercial
values.

“It is difficult to make
senseofabill that looksto
increase taxes on a class
of property that is de-
creasing in market value
while further subsidizing
a class because of its
appreciation in market
value,” the report states.
“It is extremely difficult
to make sense of such a
proposal when factoring

in that Boston already
has the second highest
level of disproportional-
ity between commercial
and residential taxpayers
in the country.”

The report also notes
that Boston hasthe third
lowest property taxes out
of major US cities for
residential homeowners,
and the 11th lowest for
apartment owners.

“This bill would in-
crease the already ex-
orbitant tax burden on
commercial owners who
are desperately attempt-
ing to hold onto proper-
ties through financial
stress and losses caused
by record-high vacancies
and increased interest
rates,” the report said.
“Boston should be re-
viewing ways to revive
commercial properties
through tax mitigation,
not saddling them with
additional disproportion-
ate tax burden to reduce
tax costs for a thriving
class of property whose
owners are continuing
toincrease their wealth.”

Under the current
layout, businesses hold a
third of Boston’s proper-
ty value, while 66.7 per-
centisheld by residential
properties. Of property
taxes, however, 58.3 per-
cent is paid by businesses
comparedto41.7 percent
from residents. Wu’s
proposal would shift even
more of that weight onto
commercial property
owners.
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IN FIGHTING RACIAL INJUSTICE
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Codman Square Health Center

Themayor hassaid the
proposal is only tempo-
rary, to give homeowners
protection and the real
estate market time to
stabilize. “As Boston in-
vests in revitalizing our
Downtown and commer-
cial corridorsinresponse
toshiftingmarket trends,
we are working with all
stakeholders to protect
residents and homeown-
ers against sudden and
dramatic tax increases,”
she said in a statement.
“For our seniors on fixed
incomes, for families
with children, for front-
line workers and all our
community members, we
must have the tools to
address rising housing
costs and keep residents
in their homes.”

The report’s author,
Daniel Swift of the Ryan
firm, saysincreasing tax-
es on already-struggling
commercial owners will
make the vacancy issue
even worse — further
exacerbating declining
property values.

“This problem is about
a decline in commer-
cial real estate. That’s
what’s causing these
negative consequences.
And this policy by itself
furthers the decline of
commercial real estate
from an assessment per-
spective,” Swift told the
News Service. “Vacancy
keeps increasing, and
there’s not going to be,
from my perspective, a
quick bounce-back in

commercial real estate.
So, if the policy itself
is further depreciating
value on the assessment
side, theresidential class
is going to be left with a
much larger portion of
assessed value — and a
greater tax levy at the
end of the day.”

Wu has pointed to
similarities between her
proposal and atemporary
tax policy former Mayor
Thomas Menino was able
to secure in 2004 as part
of the city’s reaction to
the dot-com bust’s im-
pacts on the city’s real
estate.

A Boston Municipal
Research Bureau report
analyzes Wu’s property
tax classification com-
pared to Menino’s 2004
tax shift. The report says
the bill 20 years ago was
meant to provide tempo-
rary relief whileamarket
“anomaly” played out,
but that in 2024 there’s
no indication that com-
mercial real estate will
bounce back to pre-pan-
demic levels.

“What’s happening is
not atraditional econom-
iccycle,” said Marty Walz,
interim president of the
Research Bureau. “It’s
more likely a structural
changeinhowweliveand
work. The mayor’s pro-
posal on property taxes
is an approach that lasts
only a few years, but the
changes in the market
may be long term chang-
es. So, weneed to think of
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this not as a short term,
cyclical economic cycle,
but as amore permanent
structural change in the
market.”

The Research Bureau
report includes recom-
mendations that the city
could consider asan alter-
native,includingrevenue
diversification. Property
taxes fund about 71 per-
cent of the city budget —a
high amount compared
to other large US cities.

Meg Mainzer-Cohen,
president and executive
director of the Back Bay
Association, said she is
concerned about com-
mercial property owners
passing the tax hike onto
tenants who are already
struggling to maintain
small businesses.

She said one of the
members of the associ-
ation who owns several
restaurants in the Back
Bay said it would take
$100,000 off their bot-
tom line. “It’s hard for
a business, without any
warning, to incorporate
ayear over year increase
of $100,000,” she said.
“For the properties that
have been vacant, how
those property owners
are going to absorb an
additional tax is very con-
cerning. Thebroad sense
is that the Back Bay has
been a fairly dependable
economic engine for the
city,and we’re concerned
about entering a cycle
that hurts the neighbor-
hood’s vitality.
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BY HARRIET GAYE
SPECIAL TO THE REPORTER

The Dorchester Edu-
cation and Enrichment
Program - or Project
D.E.E.P -isre-toolingits

Fully Insured
Free Estimates

oD cS, e

ASPHALT SHINGLES « RUBBER ROOFING
e COPPER WORK « SLATE * GUTTERS
* CHIMNEYS

617-296-0300

duffyroofing.com
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Project D.E.E.P. will offer
expanded tutoring this fall

programming this year
after a reevaluation on
how to improve student
development following
the pandemic.

The revamped pro-

State Reg.
#100253

617-436-5229

Residential and Commercial Contract and Service
There is a right way...the Narrow Way

Excellence is second only to Integrity

217 Norfolk St., 02124
Master Lic. #10801 service@narrowway.com

gram, dubbed Project
D.E.E.P. Excel, will still
offer free exam preps, tu-
toring, and private school
placement through the
Leahy-Holloran Com-
munity Center, but, said
Brendan McDonough,
who founded the pro-
gram 27 years ago, the
changing demands of
Covid-era reforms with-
in school districts and
private schools called for
new models for D.E.E.P.
as well.

Students involved in
the program now have
the chance to earn aca-
demic points that can add
up to a scholarship for a
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summer camp of their
choosing.

Some of McDonough’s
funders have changed
their focus areas, leav-
ing room for new finan-
cial supporters. Some of
them include the Martin
Richard Foundation,
The Rodman Ride for
Kids, and state Sen. Nick
Collins.

“None of this would
be possible without our
financial supporters
especially after Covid
where we focused on
serious change,” said
McDonough. “We were
in a situation where we
needed to go out and get
some new supporters as
well. We were very for-
tunate.”

The pandemic and
funders were not the

VINH'S TV

1409 Dorchester Ave., Dorchester, MA 02122

617-282-7189

Repair: Televisions (all models)
Computers (Laptops, Desktops)
Games Consoles: PS3, PS4, PS5 & XBox
Bose Radio & CD systems
(special HDMI port replacement. Same day service.
DVD transfer from video tapes (VCR tape, DV tape)
Transfer video and pictures from iPhone, iPad to DVD, USB

Open Mon.-Sat. - 9-5. Closed Sunday

Mass State License #9963

34 years service in town

Grass Cutting & Hedge Trimming
Minor Tree Limb & Branch Cutting
Minor Interior & Exterior Painting
Minor Carpentry & Minor Plumbing
Electrical Work by Referral

Minor Furniture &

Refinishing by Referral
Minor Assembly Work

HANDY HANDS

MAINTENANCE & GENERAL SERVICES
Telephone:

SPRING SERVICES

Household Rearrangement Assistance
Hardwood Floors: Sanding, Buffing,

857-800-2333

Free Estimates
* Friendly Service
We aim to work within your budget
No job too small

DRIVEWAYS
MATHIAS ASPHALT PAVING

Commercial * Residential * Industrial
Bonded e Fully Insured

Driveways ¢ Parking Lots
Roadways ¢ Athletic Courts

Serving the Commonwealth

617-524-4372 }owm

BOSTON

* OHMANN

..4:::50-; INC.. air Conditioning

* Plumbing
* Heating
* Fuel Oil

only changing variables.
The Boston Latin Exam
process was modified. It’s
now less about the exam
and more so the grades.

“There’s a new educa-
tion process that folks
havetolearn,” explained
McDonough, who helped
guide the revamp. Two
years ago, D.E.E.P. grad-
uates Ryan McCarthy
and Michael McDonough
joined the team. McCar-
thy is now the executive
director and Michael
McDonough is the head
of recruitment.

“Their proactive out-
reach throughout the
Dorchester community
has really resulted in our
student population, after
Covid really in the last
18 months, increasing
by 300 percent,” Mec-
Donough said.

Project D.E.E.P. Excel
isdescribed as an extend-
ed program that starts
in the fall and continues
into the spring to focus
on building the confi-
dence of their students
and continuing their
academic improvements
into the summer. This
new program is set to
begin in the fall 2024.
Other programs will re-
main free, but the Excel
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program will require a
$100 fee on a first-come,
first-served basis.

Local teachers and
teacher aides from the
Richard J. Murphy
School work with the
project to ensure that
what students are learn-
ing matches up with
their curriculum. Their
overall goal is to position
students to succeed no
matter where they are.

“We want to be work-
ing on things the kids
are working on in school
in the fall and then in
the spring, so they get a
jump on it,” McDonough
said. “That’ll help them
havehigher success while
they’re in school.”

Project D.E.E.P.
planned an overview of
the Excel program at
their volunteer night on
Wed. May 29, their first
since before the pan-
demic. Students were to
be recognized for their
recent accomplishments,
followed by a pizza party
from 6 to 8 p.m. at the
Leahy-Holloran Com-
munity Center. Fifty kids
will be graduating from
D.E.E.Pthisyear and Mc-
Donough is anticipating
75-80 willdo so next year.

KERRY CONSTRUCTION, INC.

Carpentry, Roofing, Gutters
Decks & Porches
Lty Windows & Doors
icensed _
& Insured SII(IW |'|0WIII!I
Sanding & Salting

617 825 0392

2 LOCATIONS

HANNIBAL

Auto
Repair

DUCTLESS MINI-SPLIT A/C & HEAT PUMP
INSTALLATION, SALES & SERVICE

Water Heaters < General Repairs - Gas & Oil Heating
Installation & Repairs » Gas Fitting & Appliance
Installations + Bath & Kitchen + Remodeling
* Senior Discounts

Master Lic. #12430  617-282-4300 1146 Dorchester Avenue

21Victory Rd. | 617-825-1325
321 Adams St. | 617-436-8828

HannibalAuto @hotmail.com

State Inspection | Brakes | Alignment | Exhaust | Suspension
Engines | Tires | Electrical and Electronic Diagnostics

Flynn Roofing Co.

AspHALT SHINGLES | RusBer RooFs
Commercial | Residential | Licensed | Fully Insured | MA Reg #134410

& 617-479-3431
FREE ESTIMATES

FLYNNROOFING.COM

DORCHESTER PRESCHOOL
10 Pre-school spots opening
2 yrs. 9 mos. to 5 yr. olds

7:30-4:30
617-265-2665

Spanish- Speaking Teacher
email: dorchesterpreschool@yahoo.com

281A Neponset Avenue, Dorchester  Lic. #291031
Local Real Estate Transactions
Buyer Seller Address Date Price |
Layne, Simone Lee, William F Lee, Caitlynn A 127 Alexander St Dorchester 05/08/24 $517,608
Pires, Samuel Pires, Celina Allen Arcenia R Est Allen-Sharpp, Mary S 37 Lindsey St Dorchester 05/09/24 900,000
Nbpiv Parkman LLC Parkman And Gibson LLC 90 Parkman St Dorchester 05/07/24 8,500,000
Hudson Properties LLC Lee, Kai L 27 Juliette St Dorchester 05/08/24 1,550,000
Depina, Emanuel M Reed Willie H Est Gearles, Ronald 73 Mora St Dorchester 05/08/24 660,000
Cormier, Ruth M Cruickshank, Rogenzo A Encarnacion, Robert A 770 Cummins Hwy #2 Mattapan 05/10/24 280,000
C & | Properties LLC Jean, Georges 55 Woolson St Mattapan 05/09/24 910,000
Jean, Georges Diaz, Javier Diaz, Marina H 55 Woolson St Mattapan 05/09/24 549,000
C & | Properties LLC Jean, Georges 57 Woolson St Mattapan 05/09/24 910,000
Jean, Georges Diaz, Javier Diaz, Marina H 57 Woolson St Mattapan 05/09/24 549,000
Mina, Eliza 910 Dorchester Ave Unit 5 Weiskind, Rachel 1906-1918 Dorchester Ave #515 Dorchester 05/09/24 540,000
Mac, Khoa P Nguyen, Nam V 8 Oakhurst Realty LLC 8 Oakhurst St #2 Dorchester 05/07/24 499,900
Holbert, Victoria 19-23 Clapp St LLC 19-23 Clapp St #5 Dorchester 05/07/24 799,000
427 Quincy Street LLC Fpg 17 Wensley LLC 427 Quincy St Dorchester 05/07/24 607,500
Joo, Wonsuk Choi, Hee S 8 Oakhurst Realty LLC 8 Oakhurst St #5 Dorchester 05/07/24 523,000
Nbpiv Parkman LLC Parkman And Gibson LLC 95 Gibson St Dorchester 05/07/24 8,500,000
Bogaert, Maximilien Bogaert, Sandrine Hayashi, Alden M Flood, Gerard J 491-495 Massachusetts Ave #3-493 Dorchester 05/08/24 715,000
Cox, Michael Chatila, Omar T 346 East St #2 Dorchester 05/10/24 457,367

Copyrighted material previously published in Banker & Tradesman, a weekly trade newspaper. It is reprinted with permission from the publisher, The Warrren Group, thewarrengroup.com




dotnews.com

May 30, 2024

THE REPORTER

Page 17

3¢ LeaderBank

Does buying a home feel intimidating?
High interest rates, inflation, and high home prices can make the
process seem overwhelming.

As the #1 Purchase Lender in MA, we can help! Leader Bank

loan officers have the knowledge and experience to help you

find financing that works for you, regardless of the situation.
We've got your back from pre-approval to closing!

Innovative Lending Solutions Including:

+  First-Time Homebuyer + MassHousing Programs
Programs « Adjustable-Rate Mortgages

« Conventional Fixed « FHA & VA Government Loans
Mortgages

Scan the QR code for a free, no-obligation consultation
and see how close homeownership can be!

Member

2 FDic

www.leaderbank.com

Lender NMLS# 449250

Help with phones, food and housing

How Commonwealth Care Alliance Massachusetts’s Community Health

Workers help members stay healthy and live well in their homes

For many of us, a home is more than shelter—it’s

a safe haven where family memories are made.
Commonwealth Care Alliance Massachusetts (CCA)
Community Health Worker Angelmina understood
that when she first met Bonnie*, a CCA member in
her 70s. Struggling to replace her oil tank, Bonnie
would soon be left without heat or hot water.

Since the home had been in Bonnie’s family for
many years, belongings had accumulated in the
basement, blocking access to the tank, and the
fire department could not approve a new tank
until the old one was removed. With no family or
friends nearby to help, Bonnie was losing hope. To
help, Angelmina contacted local vendors to clear
the basement. She also helped Bonnie apply for
financial support for a new oil tank.

Housing issues such as these can have a significant
impact on someone’s health and wellbeing.

That’s why in recent years, CCA helped members
receive more than 77,000 home modifications

and supports, including helping members get

air conditioners, homemaker services, ramp
installations, and more.

CCA Community Health Worker Janette has seen the
impact these issues can have on the members she
supports, too. “Many people who struggle with issues at
home also struggle with stress, high blood pressure, and
high cholesterol,” she said. “When you're anxious about
paying your bills, keeping warm, or staying safe, you
can’t focus on your health.”

Both Janette and Angelmina help members live
safely at home, connecting people to food resources,
transportation, or phones. It might also mean
connecting them to a lawyer if they are facing eviction
or helping them apply for housing.

“Community Health Workers provide the kind of
support that a friend or family member would offer;”
Angelmina added. Recently, she helped a member
apply for a phone and assisted him with getting a
social security card, which was required for the phone
application. “He had to have a lot of trust in me to give
me his ID and get this done for him,” she said.

While keeping members in their homes is an important
goal for CCA, finding a new home is sometimes a
better option. “l recently worked with a member who
was living in a terrible environment,” Janette said. “His
home was infested. He thought that his living situation
was the best that he could do. We collaborated as a
team and with our community partners and we helped
him move to a safer home.”

CCA's Community Health Workers live in the
communities they serve and understand the
conditions that impact the health and wellness of their
neighbors. With this knowledge, they help members
close gaps to get access to the programs they need.
Janette’s number one goal is to be an advocate for her
members, a role that requires trust and understanding.
“I need to listen before | can talk. While housing might
be their primary need, helping them fill out that
application isn't always step one”

When asked what she loves most about her job,
Angelmina said she was passionate about helping
people. “I'm willing to go the extra mile to help support
our members’ needs,” she said.

Janette agreed. “CCA's mission is to help people with
the most significant needs stay healthy and live well.
That's a mission | strongly believe in, and I'm proud to
support it every day”

*To protect the privacy of our member, this name is
apseudonym.

Commonwealth Care Alliance is a mission-driven
healthcare services organization that supports
older adults and individuals with the most significant
needs. Visit: ccama.org/health.
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3 TIPS FOR DRONE

STAY CLEAR OF CONTROLLED
AIRSPACES AND KNOW THE RULES:

0

Register your drone

(2

Never fly near any aircraft, airports
or other controlled airspace

(3

Keep your drone in sight at all times

Always fly below 400 feet

(5

Learn the rules for Remote
ID and flying over crowds

SCAN FOR MORE INFO ON DRONE SAFETY

Register your drone with the Federal Aviation
Administration at faadronezone.faa.gov

sport

Aeronautics Division
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Home sales sprang to life in April

By CoLiN A. YounG
StaTE HOUSE
NEWS SERVICE

There were 3,100 sin-
gle-family homes sold in
Massachusetts in April,
and while that number
alonemaynot mean much
to those still looking for
an affordable home here
it may represent a glim-
mer of hope — it was the
largest year-over-year
increase in sales since
June 2021.

Real estate market
analysts at The Warren
Group said April’s sales
volume represented a 6.8
percent climb over the
2,902 sales recorded in
April 2023, adding that
this was just the third
timein nearly three years
that home sales were up
from the same month a
year prior (following tiny
increases in January and
February of this year).
Cassidy Norton, The
Warren Group’s associate
publisher, called April’s
sales “a positive sign for
both buyers and sellers”
but highlighted how sales
volume alone can’t tell
the whole story.

Themedian single-fam-
ily home sale price rose
9.9 percent compared to
April 2023 to hit $610,000
last month, anew all-time
high for the month and
the first time the median
home price has crossed
the $600,000 ceiling this
year.

“The market has been
exceedingly tight in re-
cent years as mortgage
rates and building costs
rose. More sales didn’t
move the needle on home
prices, however; the me-
dian single-family home
sale price in April rose
nearly 10 percent,” she
said, adding that last
month’s median price
was not far off the record
high of $615,000 set in
June 2023.

The sales and price in-
creases were roughly the
same when looking just
at the 139 communities
inside the Interstate 495
belt, The Warren Group
said. Greater Boston
sales were up 8.8 percent
to 1,517 in April as the
median price shotup 10.1
percent to $760,000.

Through the first four
months of 2024, 10,113
single-family homeshave
sold in Massachusetts —
eight more homes than
were sold in the same
span of 2023, or a 0.1
percent increase. But
compared to the first
four months of 2023,
the year-to-date median
single-family home price
here is now 9.5 percent
higher, at $575,000, The
Warren Group said.

Home sales across Mas-
sachusetts sank to a
12-year low in 2023 and
housing here is inacces-
sible or unaffordable for
many residents. Gov.

Healey last year iden-
tified housing as “the
number-one issue facing
this state” and said there
is a shortage of 200,000
units across the state.

The five-year, $4.12
billion housing bond bill
(H 4138) she filed in the
fall seeking to kickstart
production of new hous-
ingunitshasnotsurfaced
in the House.

On Mon, May 20, Lit.
Gov. Kim Driscoll and
Housing and Livable
Communities Secretary
Ed Augustus participated
inaroundtablediscussion
with residents who re-
cently purchased a home
through a state-spon-
sored first-time home-
buyer program.

Sponsored by the Mas-
sachusetts Housing Part-
nership, MassHousing
and the Mass. Afford-
able Housing Alliance,
the event also promoted
Healey’s bill. The ad-
ministration said the bill
would authorize $50 mil-
lion for “MassDreams” to
create first-time home-
buyer opportunities,
authorize $100 million
for the Commonwealth
Builder Program to spur
construction of afford-
able single-family homes
in Gateway Cities and
similar markets, and
create a Homeownership
Tax Credit for first-time
homebuyers.

*H APpy

Dorchester

Day'!

FROM YOUR FRIENDS AT
A

=

HARBOR HEALTH

mmd)

Daniel Driscoll - Neponset Health Center

398 Neponset Ave

Dorchester
(617) 282-3200

Geiger Gibson Community Health Center
250 Mount Vernon Street

Dorchester
(617) 288-1140

Learn more at HHSI.US
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BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS
OF DORCHESTER
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BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS OF DORCHESTER

El ¥ (©)in woumd

BGCD Members Attend Ron Burton Training Village Retreat Day: See

etails below.

g(:‘luCD Dance Team Shines at Step Up 2 Dance Competition: See details
elow.

CONNECTTHE DOT:

BGCD Members Attend Ron Burton
Training Village Retreat Day: This
past weekend, a group of 20 Boys &
Girls Clubs of Dorchester members
attended a Retreat Day event with

the Ron Burton Training Village. Our
members enjoyed the opportunity

to explore communication and
leadership skills, take part in a variety
of interactive large group games and
a chance to explore the campus for
free time. The mission of the Ron
Burton Training Village is to train youth
to achieve their purpose, despite

life’s challenges, through education,
leadership, physical wellness, social
advancement and spiritual growth.
Many thanks to the team at RBTV, a
long time BGCD program partner, for
their outstanding hospitality. We look
forward to our next outing! To learn
more about partnering with BGCD,
please contact Mike Joyce at mjoyce@
bgcdorchester.org.

FIND OUT WHAT’S INSIDE:
BGCD Dance Team Shines at

Step Up 2 Dance Competition: On
Sunday May 26", Boys & Girls Clubs

of Dorchester’s Dance Team took part
in the “Step Up 2 Dance Competition”
in Melrose. Step Up 2 Dance creates
exciting, inspiring and fun dance
competitions for all ages that educates
and inspires dancers.

Our Dance Team took home 5™ Place
in their age group, the top prize in

the Hip-Hop category and a Platinum
score overall. Congratulations to

our Dance Team members on their
accomplishment! Next up for the
Dance Program will be a Spring Recital
for members, parents, friends and staff
at our Denney Center site on Friday,
May 31%t. For more information on our
BGCD Dance program, please contact
Shannon Zarnoch at szarnoch@
bgcdorchester.org.

DIDYOU KNOW:

BGCD Alumni Reunion - THIS
WEEKEND June 15: BGCD’s Alumni
Association is hosting a Reunion
event this Saturday, June 1° to help
celebrate the Club’s 50" Anniversary
in the community! The day will consist
of food, raffles, our 3" Annual Bruce
Seals 3 on 3 Basketball Tournament
and other family fun activities. The
reunion will take place from 11-3pm.
Tickets for the Reunion are $25 and
can be purchased at bit.ly/bgcdalum24
or via the QR Code under Upcoming
Events.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Spring Dance Program Recital
May 31

Alumni Reunion
June 1
*Scan the QR Code for Tickets:

We look forward to a great celebration
and to reunite with our BGCD

family. Our alumni are a vital group

of supporters made up of past
members, parents and staff who are
dedicated to supporting the efforts
and programming at BGCD. For more
information, please contact Mike Joyce
at mjoyce@bgcdorchester.org.

Dorchester Day Parade
June 2

Juneteenth - BGCD Closed
June 19

617.288.7120 | 1135 Dorchester Ave. | www.bgcdorchester.org

Cam xic la quan trong. Hay chia sé chiing.
Bat dau tai mass.gov/MoreToTheStory.

Mass
D

Department of
Mental Health

Page 19
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Haitian American Parade represents a call

for ‘unity and solidarity’ amid celebration

May 30, 2024

Grand Marshal Donald Alexis, of the Caribbean Integration Community Development (CICD) organization.

By SETH DANIEL
NEews EpITOR

With the current state
of chaos in Haiti at the
forefront, the annual cel-
ebratory Boston Haitian
American Unity Parade
could not go on without
serious thought and sol-
idarity with those who
suffer perilous conditions
on the home island.

So, just as thousands
of Haitian Americans
and their Dorchester
and Mattapan neighbors
celebrated last Sunday
(May 19) with the 22nd
annual parade up Blue
Hill Avenue — there was
a concerted effort to re-
inforce this year’s theme
— Standing United in
Solidarity with Haiti.

“It is my joy to be
here on Blue Hill Ave-
nue rain or shine and
celebrating our flag,”
said Council President
Ruthzee Louijeune as
she launched the parade
from Mattapan Square.
“We look forward to this
every year. We have the
right to celebrate even as
we work for abetter Haiti
and even as we work for

dotnews.com

abetter diaspora. We will
celebrate our flagand our
place in history, and we
will march down Blue
Hill Avenue.”

Added Rev. Dieufort
‘Keke’ Fleurissaint:
“Thanks to everyone
for coming to support
the Haitian community,
but also coming to sup-
port Haiti. This year’s
theme...is unity and
solidarity with Haiti.
Despite what Haiti is
going through, we stand
with us, and we know
Haiti will stand again on
its feet because you care
about Haiti.”

The annual parade
proceeds up Blue Hill
Avenue from Mattapan
Square to Harambee
Parkin Franklin Field. It
iscoordinated by Haitian
Americans United (HAU)
and celebrates Haitian
Flag Day, which is May
19. Several community
organizations, bands,
and dance troupes en-
livened the parade route,
and there was food and
performances in Haram-
bee Park afterward.

The Pathfinders drum and bugle corps beat an out-
standing cadence up and down Blue Hill Avenue.

A large crowd of folks from Immigrant Family Service Institute (IFSI) in Mattapan Square marched up
ahead of a large American flag on Sunday.

1555 Series Vinyl
Replacement Windows

$298 each!

Haitian American police officers Lt. Stanley De-
mesmin and Det. Serge Sanon. Demesmin was one
of the first Haitian American lieutenants on the

Boston Police.

$298 each!

Markenley Mogelin
played the role of Henri
Christophe, arevolution
leader and early presi-
dent of Haiti.

Evangeline Lucien
shows off her traditional
fashions.

Seth Daniel photos
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Boarding your pet? First, do your research

DR. EDWARD SCHETTINO

Did you know... there
are no statewide reg-
ulations that govern
boarding kennels and
pet daycare facilities in
Massachusetts? This
means that, throughout
the Commonwealth, not
all boarding facilities are
created equal. While
many offer excellent
accommodations and a
nurturing environment,
other kennelsordaycares
may not be on par with
your expected standard
of care.

In fact, the Animal
Rescue League of Boston
(ARL) has, sadly, seen nu-
merous instances where
a dog was injured, and
in some cases fatally, due
to improper protocol or
supervision during play
groups.

Summer is upon us,
so if you're planning a
vacation, or simply look-
ing for an opportunity to
socialize your dog during
the workday, ARL en-
courages pet ownerstodo
their own research before
leaving their dog or cat
in the care of a boarding
kennel or daycare facility.

Not sure where to
start? ARL recommends
taking these three steps
to get set to board your
pet:

* Find out safety
protocols and licens-
ing. What is the pro-
cedure in the event of
a natural disaster or
medical emergency? Are

Moment of Paws

Make sure your summer vacation check-list keep
proper care for pets like Akiro, pictured above, at

the top of your to-do list.

there vaccination re-
quirements to ensure
the health of all boarded
animals? Does the facility
have a current kennel
license?

e Ask for details
about supervision and
interaction. Whatisthe
experience-level of the

ARL Boston photo

person supervising your
pet, and are they always
on the premises? Are
dogs allowed to interact
with one another, and are
they separated by size/
temperament?

* Download the
Board Safely™ check-
list at arlboston.org/

board-safely. When
researching potential
boarding kennels or day-
care facilities for your
pet, ask all of the ques-
tionson thislist and take
notes.

While pet owners now
have the tools to help
them assess their own
comfort level before they
board their pet, there are
bigger changes on the
horizon. ARL, alongwith
many other animal wel-
fare organizationsacross
the state, is actively seek-
inglegislation that would
establish regulations
within the operation of
boarding kennels and
daycare facilities. These
regulations would cre-
ate statewide standards
for emergency response
training, facility accom-
modations, pet supervi-
sion, and more.

To learn how you can
advocate for kennel reg-
ulations, visit arlboston.
org/board-safely.

Dr. Edward Schettino
is the president and CEO

The Massachusetts Water Resources Authority

is seeking bids for the following:

BID NO.

DESCRIPTION

DATE TIME

5619 (Rebid) Oxygen Generation Facility Maintenance Services 06/24/24  2:00 p.m.

at Deer Island Treatment Plant

To access and bid on Event(s) please go to the MWRA Supplier Portal at

https://supplier.mwra.com

Virtual Public Meeting

21-29 Fernboro

LAL

6:00 PM - 7:30 PM

Register:

bit.ly/FernboroRegister1
Toll Free: (833) 568 - 8864
Meeting ID: 161 660 3964

Project Description:

21-29 Fernboro Developer Presentation: Please join the
Boston Planning and Development Agency (BPDA) for a
virtual community meeting on June 11th, 2024 at 6:00pm
EST regarding 21-29 Fernboro. The purpose of the meet-
ing is to present and hear feedback regarding developer
proposals for BPDA's disposition Request for Proposals

(RFP).

To participate, please register in advance at: https://bit.
ly/FernboroRegister1. Meeting ID: 161 660 3964. Toll-
Free Call Number: 833 568 8864. To learn more about
21-29 Fernboro, please visit https://bit.ly/Fernboro. If you
have any questions, contact Yoon Cha at Yoon.Cha@
boston.gov or 617 918 6234.

Boston Planning & Development Agency
One City Hall Square, 9th Floor

Mail to:  Yoon Cha

Boston, MA 02201
Phone: 617.918.6234
Email: Yoon.cha@boston.gov

Website:
bit.ly/Fernboro

Close of Public
Comment Period:
07/11/24

BostonPlans.org | @@BostonPlans

Teresa Polhemus, Executive Director/Secretary

of the Animal Rescue
League of Boston. He
holds a doctorate in Vet-
erinary Medicine from
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the Cummings School of
Veterinary Medicine at
Tufts University,

LEGAL NOTICES

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
THETRIAL COURT

PROBATE & FAMILY COURT

SUFFOLK PROBATE & FAMILY COURT
24 NEW CHARDON STREET
BOSTON, MA 02114
617-788-8300

Docket No. SU24W0392WD
SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION
MAIRENI C. MARTE
ENCARNACION, PLAINTIFF(S)

vs.
JOSE R. GONZALEZ MARTINEZ,
DEFENDANT(S)
To the above-named Defendant(s):

Jose R. Gonzalez Martinez; a com-
plainthas been presentedto this Court by
the Plaintiff(s), Maireni C. Marte Encar-
nacion, seeking the Court to make such
orders asitdeems expedientconcerning
custody, support, and parenting time of
Jasmairi Gonzalez Marte.

You are required to serve upon
Maireni C. Marte Encarnacion - whose
address is 9 Boyd St., #1, Boston, MA
02124 youransweronor before July 10,
2024. If you fail to do so, the court will
proceed to the hearing and adjudication
of this action. You are also required to
file a copy of your answer in the office
of the Register of this Court at 24 New
Chardon Street, Boston, MA 02114.

Witness, Hon. Brian Dunn, Esquire,
First Justice of said Court at Suffolk, this
17th day of May 2024.

Stephanie L. Everett, Esquire
Register of Probate

Published: May 30, 2024

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE & FAMILY COURT

SUFFOLK PROBATE & FAMILY COURT
24 NEW CHARDON STREET
BOSTON, MA 02114
617-788-8300

Docket No. SU23W1829WD
SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION
MARTHA F. GONCALVES,
PLAINTIFF
V.

JOSE A.TEIXEIRA, DEFENDANT

To the above-named Defendant:

Jose A. Teixeira; A Complaint has
been presented to this Court by the
Plaintiff, Martha F. Goncalves, seeking
Custody-Support-Parenting Time
filed December 31, 2023.

You are required to serve upon
Plaintiff, Martha F. Goncalves of
299 Norfolk Ave., Apt. 1, Boston, MA
02125, your answer on or before July
10th, 2024.

Ifyou fail to do so, the court will pro-
ceed to the hearing and adjudication
of this action. You are also required
to file a copy of your answer in the
office of the Register of this Court at
24 New Chardon St., 3rd Floor, Boston,
MA 02114.

Witness, Hon. Brian J. Dunn, Es-
quire, First Judge of said Court, this
10th day of May 2024.

Stephanie L. Everett, Esquire
Register of Probate
Published: May 30, 2024

@ Opca | Virtual Public Meeting

21-29 Fernboro

LAL

6:00 PM - 7:30 PM

Register:

bit.ly/FernboroRegister1
Toll Free: (833) 568 - 8864
Meeting ID: 161 660 3964

Project Description:

Prezantasyon Devlope 21-29 Fernboro yo: Tanpri vin patisipe
avek Ajans Planifikasyon ak Devlopman Boston an (Planning
and Development Agency, BPDA) nan yon reyinyon kominoté
vityel konsénan 21-29 Fernboro k ap fet nan dat 11 Jen 2024
la a 6& p.m. LE LES. Objektif reyinyon sa a se prezante epi
tande fidbak yo konsénan pwopozisyon devlopé yo pou
demann pwopozisyon (Request for Proposals, RFP) BPDA a.

Pou w patisipe, tanpri enskri alavans nan: bit.ly/FernboroReg-
ister1. Idantifyan Reyinyon an: 161 660 3964. Nimewo pou
Rele San Peye Okenn Fré: 833 568 8864.Pou w jwenn plis
enfomasyon konsénan 21-29 Fernboro, tanpri ale sou https://
bit.ly/Fernboro. Si w gen nenpot ki kesyon, kontakte Yoon
Cha nan Yoon.Cha@boston.gov oswa sou 617 918 6234.

Boston Planning & Development Agency

One City Hall Square, 9th Floor

Mail to:  Yoon Cha

Boston, MA 02201
Phone: 617.918.6234
Email: Yoon.cha@boston.gov

Website:
bit.ly/Fernboro

Close of Public
Comment Period:
07/11/24

BostonPlans.org | @ @BostonPlans
Teresa Polhemus, Executive Director/Secretary
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ADONIS-BASILE,
Marlene, 72, originally
of Port-au-Prince, Haiti.
She was the daughter of
Genevieve Clermy Adonis
and Trésius Adonis. As
the fourth of seven sib-
lings, including Carlo Cl-
ermy, Rosana Adonis, Ro-
dolph Adonis, Emmanuel
Adonis, Fleuriste Adonis,
and Bernadette Adonis,
Marléne’s family bonds
were very strong. For
over two decades Marléne
served as a Nursing As-
sistant at Jewish Me-
morial Hospital and
Roscommon  Mattapan

Extended Care Center.
She obtained a Medical
Assistant diploma from
Lincoln Tech. She leaves
her husband, Emmanuel
Basile; her brother, Car-
lo Clermy; her sisters,
Catherine Valet, Etrenne
Valet, and Bernadette
Adonis; her children,
Edner and Daphne Ba-
sile, along with their own
children; her cousins, El-
mina Adonis Myrthil and
Christina Celiscar; and
a host of nieces, neph-
ews, brothers-in-law, and
sisters-in-law who will
continue to cherish her
memory.

INNELLO, Caro-
line E. (Murphy), 94,
of Dorchester. Daugh-
ter of the late George
E. and Mary (Craven)
Murphy. Wife of the late
John A. Innello. Mother
of Sarah Vanderwerf of
FL. Grandmother of 2.
Great-grandmother of 4.
Sister to Karen Tricket of

Billerica, Irene Wolfe of
FL, and James Murphy
of Quincy. She was pre-
deceased by her siblings,
the late William Murphy,
Harold Murphy, Mary
Farlin, Joe Murphy, John
Murphy, Dorothy Ha-
thaway, Kathleen Ponti,
Lilian Silva and George
Murphy. She leaves many
nieces and nephews.
Please consider making
a donation in memory of
Caroline to Autumn Hos-
pice, 454 Washington St.,
Norwell, MA 02061 or at

PERKINS, Michael
C. A, 39, of Boston. Son
of Denise and Michael
Perkins. Brother of Jared
and Jenna Perkins; and
life partner of Jennifer
Jones. Michael is also
survived by his sister-in-
law, Mauryn Perkins; his
nephew and niece, Jared
and Delaila Perkins; and
aunts, uncles, and cous-
ins. He was predeceased
by his uncles, Richard
Froempter and Paige
Libby; and his grand-
mother, Beverly Perkins.

RICARDO, Christo-
pher, 52, of Braintree,

call 617-825-1360.

Cedar Grove Cemetery

With Memorial Day just ten days away, the staff
at Cedar Grove Cemetery announces they are ac-
cepting orders to decorate individual
lots and graves with geraniums and
assorted colorful annuals. For details,

920 Adams St., Dorchester, MA 02124
Consecrated in 1868. Non-Sectarian.

617-825-1360

TEVNAN|TEVNAN

15 Broad Street, Ste. 800 | 415 Neponset Avenue
Boston, MA 02109 | Dorchester, MA 02124
617-423-4100 | 617-265-4100

Attorneys at Law
www.tevhan.com

chafoundation.net. formerlyof Dorches-
LEGAL NOTICES
COMMONWEALTH OF COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE & FAMILY COURT
SUFFOLK PROBATE & FAMILY COURT
24 NEW CHARDON STREET
BOSTON, MA 02114
CITATION GIVING NOTICE
OF PETITION FOR
APPOINTMENT OF GUARDIAN
FOR INCAPACITATED PERSON
PURSUANT TO G.L. c. 190B, §5-304
Docket No. SU24P0386GD
INTHE MATTER OF:

LIDIANY H. ALVES TEIXEIRA
of BOSTON, MA
RESPONDENT
Alleged Incapacitated Person

To the named Respondent and all other
interested persons, a petition has been filed
by Laurinda C. Alves of Boston, MA in the
above captioned matter alleging that Lidiany
H. Alves Teixeira is in need of a Guardian
and requesting that Laurinda C. Alves of
Boston, MA (or some other suitable person)
be appointed as Guardian to serve Without
Surety on the bond.

The petition asks the Court to determine
that the Respondent is incapacitated, that
the appointment of a Guardian is neces-
sary, and that the proposed Guardian is
appropriate. The petition is on file with this
court and may contain a request for certain
specific authority.

You have the right to object to this
proceeding. If you wish to do so, you or
your attorney must file a written appearance
at this court on or before 10:00 A.M. on the
return date of 08/06/2024. This day is NOT
ahearing date, but a deadline date by which
you have to file the written appearance if
you object to the petition. If you falil to file
the written appearance by the return date,
action may be taken in this matter without
further notice to you. In addition to filing the
written appearance, you or your attorney
mustfile awritten affidavit stating the specific
facts and grounds of your objection within
30 days after the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

The outcome of this proceeding may limit
or completely take away the above-named
person’s right to make decisions about
personal affairs or financial affairs or both.
The above-named personhasthe righttoask
for a lawyer. Anyone may make this request
on behalf of the above-named person. If the
above-named person cannotafford alawyer,
one may be appointed at State expense.

Witness, Hon. BrianJ. Dunn, First Justice
of this Court.

Stephanie L. Everett, Esq.
Register of Probate
Date: May 8, 2024

Published: May 30, 2024

DOLAN

FUNERAL HOMES &
CREMATION SERVICES

DORCHESTER & MILTON, MASSACHUSETTS

617-298-8011

WWW.DOLANFUNERAL.COM

PROBATE & FAMILY COURT
SUFFOLK PROBATE & FAMILY COURT
24 NEW CHARDON STREET
BOSTON, MA 02114
CITATION GIVING NOTICE
OF PETITION FOR
APPOINTMENT OF CONSERVATOR
OR OTHER PROTECTIVE ORDER
PURSUANT TO G.L. c. 190B,
§5-304 & §5-405
Docket No. SU24P0657PM
INTHE MATTER OF:
FRANCIS G. SMITH
of DORCHESTER, MA
RESPONDENT
Person to be Protected/Minor

To the named Respondent and all other
interested persons, a petition has been filed
by St. Joseph Rehabilitation and Nursing
of Dorchester, MA in the above captioned
matter alleging that Francis G. Smith is in
need of a Conservator or other protective
order and requesting that Velma J. Brinson
of Hyde Park, MA (or some other suitable
person) be appointed as Conservator to
serve Without Surety on the bond.

The petition asks the Court to determine
that the Respondent is disabled, that a
protective order or appointment of a Con-
servator is necessary, and that the proposed
conservator is appropriate. The petitionis on
file with this court.

You have the right to object to this
proceeding. If you wish to do so, you or
your attorney must file a written appearance
at this court on or before 10:00 A.M. on the
return date of 06/24/2024. This day is NOT
ahearing date, but a deadline date by which
you have to file the written appearance if
you object to the petition. If you fail to file
the written appearance by the return date,
action may be taken in this matter without
further notice to you. In addition to filing the
written appearance, you or your attorney
mustfile awritten affidavit stating the specific
facts and grounds of your objection within
30 days after the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

The outcome of this proceeding may limit
or completely take away the above-named
person’s right to make decisions about
personal affairs or financial affairs or both.
The above-named personhas the rightto ask
for alawyer. Anyone may make this request
on behalf of the above-named person. If the
above-named person cannot afford alawyer,
one may be appointed at State expense.

Witness, Hon. BrianJ. Dunn, First Justice
of this Court.

Stephanie L. Everett, Esq.
Register of Probate
Date: May 23, 2024

Published: May 30, 2024

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT
PROBATE AND FAMILY COURT
INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION NOTICE
Docket No. SU24P0989EA
ESTATE OF:

LYNNE MICHELLE HAYES
a/k/a: LYNNE FOSTER-HAYES
DATE OF DEATH: January 7, 2024

SUFFOLK DIVISION

To all persons interested in the
above captioned estate, by Petition
of Petitioner Gina Francis-Wilson of
Springfield, MA. Gina Francis-Wilson
of Springfield, MAhas beeninformally
appointed as the Personal Represen-
tative of the estate to serve without
surety on the bond.

The estate is being administered
under informal procedure by the
Personal Representative under the
Massachusetts Uniform Probate
Code without supervision by the
Court. Inventory and accounts are
notrequired to be filed with the Court,
but interested parties are entitled to
notice regarding the administration
from the Personal Representative
and can petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate, including
distribution of assets and expenses of
administration. Interested parties are
entitled to petition the Courttoinstitute
formal proceedings and to obtain
orders terminating or restricting the
powers of Personal Representatives
appointed under informal procedure.
Acopy of the Petition and Will, if any,
can be obtained from the Petitioner.

Published: May 30, 2024

in-law Jack Brett.

pride.

Lucille E. (Vermette) Brett

Lucille E. (Vermette) Brett, 89, of Braintree, formerly
of Dorchester. Daughter to the late Benjamin and
Elizabeth (Mahoney) Vermette.

her husband John of Norwood, and many nieces and
nephews. Lucille was the dear sister-in-law of Margaret
McCobb of Weymouth, William and Virginia Brett of
Hingham, and James and Patricia Brett of Dorchester.
She was predeceased by her sister Elizabeth (Betty)
and brother-in-law Gill Vermette; brother-in-law Bill
McCobb; sister-in-law Mary McCarthy; and brother-

Lucille’s role as a grandmother was one she cher-
ished deeply. She adored her 5 grandchildren. Her 2
great-grandchildren brought her immense joy and

Visiting Hours Wednesday, May 29th, from 4-8 p.m., in
the Cartwright-Venuti Funeral Home, 845 Washington
Street, Braintree. A Funeral Mass will take place on May
30th, at 11 a.m., in the Saint Francis of Assisi Church,
856 Washington Street, Braintree. Burial to follow in
Cedar Grove Cemetery, 920 Adams Street, Dorchester,
MA. Memorials contributions may be may to Shriner’s
Children’s Hospital, donate.lovetotherescue.org

Wife of 63 years of Henry
“Harry” Brett, and, togeth-
er, they built a life filled
with love and laughter. In
addition to her husband;
she is survived by her son,
Harry Brett and his wife
Jacqueline of Hanson;
daughter Maryellen Brett
of Braintree; son William
Brett and his wife Stepha-
nie of Braintree; and daugh-
ter Margaret Hastings and

ter. Son of Kathleen M.
(Wood) Ricardo of Brain-
tree and the late Anthony
Ricardo. Fiancé of Dan-
ielle Pare of Weymouth.
Nephew of Joseph Ricar-
do, Catherine Ricardo,
John Ricardo, Frank Ri-
cardo, Rose Syrek, Debra
Galipeau, James O’Don-
nell, and the late Michael
Ricardo, Ellen Keough,
Diana Galipeau, Martin
O’Donnell, and Robert
Galipeau. Chris is also
survived by many cous-
ins and dear friends.

ROACHE, Barbara
M. (Campers), 84, of
Buzzards Bay, formerly
of Dorchester. She was
the wife of the late Fran-
cis M. “Mickey” Roache,
former City of Boston
Police Department Com-
missioner. The daughter
of the late Louis J. Camp-
ers, II and Marvetta
(Richards) Campers. Sur-
vivors include her chil-
dren, Barbara E. Sylva
and her husband, John of
Raynham, Donna A. Mc-
Carthy and her husband,
David of Rockland, Paula
M. Galizio and her hus-
band, Keith of Buzzards
Bay, Michael F. Roache
and his girlfriend, Jean-
nie of Raynham and Lori
dJ. Morrison and her hus-
band, William of Bourne;
her 11 grandchildren;
her 6 great-grandchil-
dren; her brothers and

sisters, Lois Collins of
Weymouth, Joyce Brooks
of Duxbury, Louis Camp-
ers of Chelsea and Rob-
ert Campers of Abing-
ton; several nephews
and nieces. She was the
sister of the late Donna
O’Brien and Sheila Cor-
bitt. Donations in her
memory may be made to
St. Margaret’s Church,
141 Main St., Buzzards
Bay, MA 02532.

ROCK, Eulene Jea-
nette, 72, of Dorchester.
Eulene was born in Pool
Land, St. John, Barbados,
to the late Pearl Elaine
Belgrave-Headley  and
George Frederick Head-
ley. She was one of nine
siblings: Olwyn, Norma,
Henderson, Rosemary,
Carl (deceased), Undine
(deceased), Peter, and
Elroy. Wife of Leibert E.
Rock. Mother of Law-
rence E. Rock of Dorches-
ter, Dr. Valerie J. Rock of
Seattle, and Sheron A.
Johnson of Hyde Park.
She is also survived by
her grandson, Nicholas V.
Johnson and many niec-
es, nephews, and cousins
in the United States and
Barbados. Throughout
her career as a registered
nurse, Eulene dedicated
herself to the care and
well-being of her patients
across various healthcare
facilities in Boston. Most
notably, she served as a
charge nurse at Lemuel
Shattuck Hospital. Eu-
lene supported the mis-
sions of many charities
during her life, most no-
tably the United Negro
College Fund (UNCF)
and the March of Dimes.
Memorial contributions
may be made to those or-
ganizations, uncforg or
marchofdimes.org



dotnews.com

May 30, 2024

THE REPORTER

Honorees and hosts of the annual breakfast pause for a photo.

Haitian Flag Day breakfast celebrates ‘young creatives’

By SETH DANIEL
News EpiTor

The annual Haitian
American breakfast and
ceremonial flag raising
to commemorate the
May 18 Flag Day took
place on City Hall Plaza
last Friday (May 17) and
was used as a vehicle to
highlight young Haitian
American artists and en-
tertainers in the Boston
area.

Hosted by City Council
President Ruthzee Loui-
jeune, the breakfast was
well-attended and held
outside for the third
straight year — with sun-
ny skies and warm tem-
peratures accompanying
the Haitian pate, hot
coffee, and other foods.

Saxophonist Mike De-

Mhyeseline Mentor flashes a smile at classmate
Micale Achille, who shoots “that look” back her
way, before they sang the Haitian National Anthem
during the annual breakfast on Fri., May 17. Both
are students at the Toussaint Louverture Academy
at the Mattahunt Elementary School in Mattapan.

Seth Daniel photos

with an outstanding in-
strumental performance

souvre, of Longy School
of Music, stole the show

Council President Ruth-
zee Louijeune and Reg-
gie Colimon, the city’s
deputy director of Glob-
al Affairs and Protocol,
prepare to raise the
Haitian flag for the 28th
year in Boston.

of “Ayiti Se” accompanied
by keyboard. The song fo-

cuses on all the beautiful
places, food, and aspects
of the Haitian culture.

The Toussaint Louver-
ture Academy at the
Mattahunt School in
Mattapan brought their
children’s choir to the
event, and the students
sang the Haitian Nation-
al Anthem in Haitian
Kreyol, as well as some
other traditional favor-
ites.

Louijeune said it was
important to highlight
all the “young creatives”
in the diaspora in and
around Boston, as they
often get overlooked but
contribute so much.

Offering remarks were
Jean Dolin, the founder
of the Boston LGBTQ+
Museum of Art, History,

BY MILTON

MARKE TPRLACE

RARD + Tl ma T

and Culture, and Fena
Fenelon, founder of CEO
of Sofenomenal Agency
Group.

Those honored includ-
ed: Elliana Arielle Grace
Chery, Dolin, Desouvre,
Obinna Ojima, Mothler
‘Deeday Mot’ Dalexis,
Daniel Francois, Fenelon,
Alex Joachim, Alana La-
forest, Therlande Lou-
issaint, Kenny Mascary,
Youveline Joseph, Ner-
lens Jean Michel, Skaina
Saint Germain, Kenelly
Cineus, Keyla Cineus
Williams, Rebecca Zama,
Ayide Sole, and Amos
Jean.

The morning conclud-
ed with the ceremonial
Haitian flagraisingatthe
City Hall flagpoles.

CORCORAN
JENNISON

Companies

Corcoran Jennison’s portfolio includes, residential housing, hotels, resorts,
health facilities, academic campuses, retail centers, and golf courses.

corcoranjennison.com cjapts.com
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50 YEARS
BUILDING DORCHESTER‘S FUTURE
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THANK YOU

DORCHESTER!

CELEBRATING

30 YEARS

SUPPORTING
OUR COMMUNITY

ESTABLISHED JULY 4, 1974

www.bgcdorchester.org #WeAreDorchester
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COMPLETE GUIDE TO SUNDAY’S PARADE JUNE 2 -1 P.M.
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Members of the Kenny School marching band were pictured during the 2014 Dorchester Day Parade. This year’s edition of the Kenny School band is gearing
up for their turn to walk the avenue this weekend.

Chris Lovett photo

Kenny School band gets ready for its Dot Day close-up

By Cassiny McCNEELEY
REPORTER STAFF

The only elementary school marching band in the Boston
Public School district will bring its talents to this year’s
Dot Day Parade. Dorchester’s Thomas J. Kenny School
on Oakton Ave. educates students from kindergarten to
sixth grade while offering special extracurricular activities,
including a school marching band led by music teacher
Jerry Chu.

While the student musicians can be seen performing
on the streets of Boston, the real work begins inside the
classroom. “We make sure across the board every student
gets music starting through K1 to sixth grade,” said Kenny
principal Shereka King. “We treat our music special just like

any other academic class — with the samelevel of importance.
Math is just as important as music is just as important as
art is just as important as physical education.”

Since students are taught music throughout their time
at the Kenny, many ask to participate in the school band.
Currently, the group is composed of students ranging from
third to sixth grade who play various instruments, including
the flute, clarinet, trumpet, trombone, and percussion.

Chu, who has been teaching since 2005, turns each student
he meets into a musician. “We as a school learn the same
music theory across theboard,” he said. “Ifyou go to a first or
second-grade class, they know ABCDEFG, which comes from
the theory of “do-re-mi.” They all learn the same patterns.

Catching up with Dot mayor Maeghan Driscoll

By Cassipy MCNEELEY
REPORTER STAFF

Maeghan Driscoll, 25, is this year’s
honorary mayor of Dorchester, a title
she earned by raising the most money to
support Sunday’s parade. The contest
is one of the primary ways that the
parade committee finances the annual
march up the avenue.

The manager and part-owner of Dot
Tavern, Driscoll was encouraged to
throw her hat in the ring by Dot Day
Parade committee president Brianne
Gore. She took off full steam ahead by
filling her schedule with fundraisers
across the neighborhood she has called
home her entire life.

“I interpret OFD to mean that you
understand that special experience and
you are proud to have lived it,” said
Driscoll. “It also meansthat you spread
that experience to wherever your life
takes you to live.”

The Reporter had the opportunity to

connect with Driscoll, who reflected on
her childhood in Dot and what it has
been like to run for honorary mayor.

Q. What was growing up in Dorchester
like for you?

A. I had a wonderful childhood
growingup here. There are many great
things I can say about it, but I'd like to
focus on the sense of community. There
are too many times to count when I
witnessed the neighborhood supporting
local families in need who were facing a
difficult situation. Having that example
set by the community impacted who
I have become as a person, and I
credit growing up in a special place
like Dorchester.

Q. Now that you are an adult, what is
living in the neighborhood like?

A.Ithink the neighborhood is better
than ever. I think we embrace change
better yet try to maintain some of the
unique features that make Dorchester
unique.

Q. What are your favorite activities,
groups, or places in the neighborhood?

A. T have to first give a shoutout to
the St. Ann’s Colorguard! I was part
of a WGA world championship team in
high school, and it was a very special
experience with a great group of women.
More recently I have had the chance
to interact with passionate people in
the small business community and in
community groups. I really enjoy the
discourse and problem-solving.

Q. What was your fundraising
strategy for this contest?

A. I focused on having events where
people could come and enjoy a small
business for a good cause. I also have
a great support network of people
who I tapped into, and they responded
generously.

Q. What event was the most popular
or successful?

A. My event at the Harp and Bard
with live music and brunch was a big

(Continued on page 5B)

Mayor Driscoll: Fundraising champ
Courtesy photo
hit and sent me on the right trajectory
to raise a great total. But my events at
the Banshee and the Dot Tavern were
great as well!
(Continued on page 3B)
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COMPLETE GUIDE TO SUNDAY’S PARADE JUNE 2 -1 P.M.
Along Dorchester Ave. from Richmond Street to Columbia Road

The Official Dorchester Day Parade Roster

(This list of parade
participants is in alphabetical
order, not in the order of
procession.)

4 Star Dance Studio
Allepo Shriners
Bay Cove Human Services
Bethel Hispanic Seventh
Day Adventist Church
Big Sister Association
of Boston
Boston Bowl
Boston EMS
Boston Fire Department
Honor Guard
Boston Liberation Center
Boston Little Saigon
Boston Police
Boston Raiders
Youth Football
Boys and Girls Club
of Dorchester
Brandy Fluker Oakley,
State Representative
Brian Worrell, Boston City

Presenting Dot’s
Little Miss and
Young Miss for 2024

The Little Miss and Young Miss Dorchester contests

were held last Saturday on May 25 at the Saint John
Paul II Academy’s Columbia Road campus, with
participants speaking and answering questions from
long-time coordinator Annissa Essaibi George.

The annual contest looks to build confidence, public
speaking, and civic engagement in Dorchester girls
in two age groups, 7-9 and 10-12. It has been a part
of the Dorchester Day Parade festivities for decades
and winners typically appear at various events in the
neighborhood throughout the year.

This year, Little Miss Dorchester is Nicole Adkins.
Young Miss Dorchester is Isabella Robbins.

In the accompanying photo, last year’s winners,
Roisin Dillon, second left, and Ryleigh Mahoney, far
right, are shown transferring their crowns to the new
Misses. Atkinsand Robbins and all the other Saturday
contestants have been invited to participate in the
Dorchester Day Parade on June 2. Courtesy photos

Councillor, District 4 — REPORTER STAFF
Cape Verdean Association
Carney Hospital for Suffolk County Clerk of Clerk of Civil Courts of Suffolk County Probate
Characters from Supreme Judicial Court Just Bookish Little Miss Dorchester and Family Court

Boston Party Solutions Estrellas Tropicales Kathy Gabriel for Clerk Quincy/North Quincy Band Suffolk County Sheriff’s
Christopher Worrell, Excell High School of Civil Courts and Colorguard Department Vehicles

State Representative Fields Corner Main Streets Kenny School Marching Band Robert Kennedy for President Syria Temple
Codman Health Center First Baptist Church Level GroundMixed Committee Tempo Rhythm and Steel Band
Dan Hunt, State Representative ~ Floor and Décor Martial Arts Roberto Clemente Dancers The New Liberty Jazz Band
Dan Kelly for Congress Henry Santana, Boston City Maeghan Driscoll, Roma Band Tony Barrie Band
Dixieland Band Councillor, At Large Mayor of Dorchester Ruthzee Louijeune, Boston City ~ Uncle Sam’s Jazz Band
Dorchester Baseball Hot Tamales Brass Band Mather School Councillor, At Large Uphams Community Care
Dorchester Eagles Isabella Robbins, Michelle Wu, Mayor of Boston Saint John Paul II Catholic VIET AID
Dorchester Food Coop Young Miss Dorchester National Lancers Academy Vietnamese American
Dorchester Not for Sale Jeffrey Buckley, Chief Marshall ~ New England City St. Mark’s Civic Association Community .
DOT OUT John FitzGerald, Boston City Chic Modeling Stajez Dance Company Waltham American Legion Band
Erin Murphy, Candidate Councillor, District 3 Nick Collins, State Senator Stephanie Everett, WindJammers

John Powers, Nicole Adkins, Suffolk County Register Work Inc.
117th Dorchester Day Parade
Sun., June 2, 2024
Starts 1:00 pm from Dorchester Lower Mills along Dorchester Avenue to Columbia Road
Happy Dorchester Day
[J
from the Dorchester Day Parade Committee
This year we honor as our Chief Marshal
Jeff Buckley, USMC (Ret.)
We also congratulate our 2024 Mayor of Dorchester
Maeghan Driscoll
Little Miss Dorchester - Nicole Adkins
Young Miss Dorchester - Isabella Robbins
2023 PARADE E-BOARD PARADE COMMITTEE GOLD SPONSORS Bronz nsor

Treasurer: Kelly Walsh

President: Brianne Gore
Secretary: Rosalind Queen Wornum

Stacey Travers
Mike Szkolka
Annissa Essaibi George
Judge Advocate: Karen MacNutt

Maverick Hospitality Group

Lucy’s American Tavern
The Bowery Bar and

Chubbs Taco and Tequila Bar

Parade Sponsors:

Laborers’ Union Local 223

Ice Creamsmith, Neponset Circle Car Wash, Boston Plasterer’s and Cement Mason Finishers, Boston Firefighters Local 718, Sprinkler Fitters Local 550,
Traffic Jam/Boomer, MBTA Inspectors Union, Easter Bunny Ice cream Social sponsor LazyBear Creamery

We want to thank all of those who work throughout the year to put the parade on the street. Especially our parade sponsors.

PARADE WEBSITE: www.DotDayParade.com
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College Hype keeps parade crowd fitted in Dot Day fashion

Jessica Stevens, Kevin Benkart, Jack Doherty, Nolan Doherty, and Evan Doherty showing off this year’s Dorchester Day t-shirt and the popular gas tank-

themed shirt.

By Cassipy MCNEELEY
REPORTER CORRESPONDENT

Add to the ‘hype’ of the Dorchester
Day Parade with College Hype’s annual
Dot Day t-shirt.

The custom print and embroidery
business, founded by Jack Doherty in
1987, began in adorm room at Westfield
State University, but has now grown to
have aproduction facility in Weymouth
and a retail store and showroom on
Gallivan Boulevard.

“I was at Westfield, and I was on the
football team and a couple of the guys
wanted to do some funny shirts poking
at the security,” said Doherty. “I did
a shirt that said “Eat, drink, and get
written up.””

That college student could have never
predicted that the shirts he made for his
teammates would lead to several more
incarnations, including a spring break

and graduation shirt, and eventually
an entire business.

In 1990, Doherty designed his first
shirt for Dorchester Day and sold them
for $10. He has produced one each
year since.

“We get together with the group,
we talk about different themes. One
of the themes we had one year was
‘Lead, follow, or get out of the way, it’s
Dorchester Day.’ We’ve had some really
fun shirts and done a lot of stuff for the
last 35 years. Now we keep it really
traditional, and we just do Dorchester
Day with the date,” Doherty told the
Reporter.

This year’s shirt is vibrant blue with
white details reading “Dorchester Day
2024 — The Tradition Continues.”

Doherty added: “We’re basically
doingathrowback. It’s a $25 t-shirt but
the first hundred we’ll sell for ten bucks.

We’re right back where we started, we
didn’t forget where we came from.”

Shirts can be purchased in person
at 540 Gallivan Blvd and online at
Dorchesterapparel.com.

Even after more than three decades,
Doherty still gets excited when he sees
parade goers enjoying the day in a
College Hype tee. “It’s a great feeling
seeing people wearing stuff from 35
years ago. That’s what keeps you going
and why we keep doing these shirts,”
he said.

He credits his business’ success to
the team he has built, including his
five children, all of whom work at the
store. While heis proud of College Hype
sales, he is most passionate about the
business’s commitment to working
with local charities.

“One of the biggest is the Martin
Richard Foundation and the Matt

College Hype photo

Brown Foundation; those two are
near and dear. To be involved not just
printing the T, but doing stuff with
them is a blast,” Doherty said.

The business also raised money for
the Boys and Girls Clubs of Dorchester
with their white gas tank collection.
But Doherty’s personal favorite shirt is
“the old parishes of Dorchester t-shirt.”

Inaddition to Dorchester apparel, the
company sells t-shirts, hoodies, hats,
and accessories for the city of Boston
and other neighborhoods. Current
best sellers include the Swayman for
President Tee for the Bruins’ goalie,
the Southie crewneck, and the gas
tank rope hat.

Additional products and costume
orders can be purchased at https://
mycitygear.com/.

A chat with Dot Day Parade Chief Marshall Jeff Buckley

A lifetime Dorchester resident,
Marshal Buckley, now 48, attended Mt.
Hope High School in Bristol, RI., and
then enlisted in the US Marine Corps.
Today, he is aunion steward with Local
223 where he has worked for 25 years.
He is married to Jaime Lynn Buckley,
and they have three children. The
Reporter recently had an opportunity
to connect with him.

Q. What was it like for you growing
up in Dorchester?

A. Ithink it was the best place in the
world to grow up. I loved hanging out
in the park. As a kid, you wake up and
go to the park and everyone is playing
sports. It’s a great community.

Q. What is it like raising your own
family on your home turf?

A. Alot is the same. A lot of the kids
I grew up with, they’re here and now
they havekids. So, my kids are hanging
out with their kids, and it’s great.

Q. What inspired you to enlist in the
Marines?

A. While deciding on going into the

2024 Dot Day Parade Chief Marshal
Jeff Buckley with his daughter Make-
na. Photo courtesy Buckley family

military, I looked at all of the options,
and the Marines seemed like the hard-
est one to get into and the best one, so
I chose to go with that.

Q. What is it like to be a Marine?

A. It was some of the best and worst
times of my life, but I would make the
same decision to join every day.

Q. How have you been and continue
to be involved in the Dorchester com-
munity?

A. One of the contributions that I
think is worth mentioning is I ran a
fitness program for about fifteen years
out of All Dorchester Sports League
before Covid and that meant every day
picking kids up at 4 a.m. before school
and then they’d come back after school
to exercise. Covid made that tough, so
we began meeting up outside at the
park and doing things like running hill
sprints and other exercises like that.
I think that really helped kids make
better decisions— it helped the kids
have a place to go. So many of them
have gone on to do great things. It was

Catching up with Dot mayor Maeghan Driscoll

(Continued from page 1B)

Q. What areyou hopingto do with this new platform?

the future?

A. I would like to see Dorchester Ave become a

a great thing for them to always have a
place to go to get them off the streets.
I get letters still from them thanking
me and telling me about their lives
and being on the right path and that
means a lot.

Q. What does Dorchester mean toyou?

A. It means everything - it’s my
whole life. Watching the changes over
the years, I just love it.

Q. How have you celebrated Dorches-
ter Day in the past?

A. Growing up it was mostly going
to the parade with my friends and now
I go with my kids and obviously, it’s
a different kind of celebration when
you’re younger versus being a parent,
But either way, it’s always a great time.
Now bringing the family, I get to see my
kids enjoy it, and that’s great.

Q. What was it like to find out you
were this year’s Chief Marshal?

A. I was shocked and kind of taken
aback for a minute, but I was very
excited, very happy, and very honored.
It is cool - really cool.

Q. What was it like to find out you won?

A. Shocking! My “opponent,” Chris McCoy, was a

A. I would like to encourage more women to get
involved with small businesses. We provide a great
perspective in terms of what the marketplace needs
and how the void can be filled.

Q. What impact have you had and hope to continue
to have on the Dorchester community?

A.Ithink Ihaveshownthat people from my genera-
tion have a great voice to add to the conversation and
need to be involved more in community engagement.

Q. What would you like to see for Dorchester in

“go-to” destination in Boston. From Lower Mills to
the Polish Triangle, we have an amazing collection
of traditional American, Irish, Vietnamese, Polish,
Chinese, Indian, and many other restaurants that
cannot be replicated elsewhere.

Q. What has been your favorite part of running for
honorary mayor?

A. Getting to engage with people from Dorchester
I had never met and introducing them to people I
have known my whole life!

strong candidate and has tremendous support. I was
honored to compete with him. Heraised atremendous
amount of money as well and should be lauded.

Q. What are your plans for the parade?

A. T am going to have a big street party by the
Dot Tavern. Everyone is invited!!!! Country Western
theme.

If you’re interested in keeping up with the 2024
mayor, visit her on Instagram at mayorofdot.
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Kenny School band gets ready for its Dot Day close-up

(Continued from page 1B)

That’s music theory and music reading.”

Luckily for his students, Chu is fluent in both band
and orchestra instruments, meaning he can teach
them just about any instrument that they want to
learn. In sixth grader Ayumi’s case, this meant the
flute.

“I picked up the flute because when I was about four
years old,” she said. “I had this marching band book,
and I admired the flute and really wanted to play it.
I decided to pick it and make my dream come true.”

In March, Ayumi and her bandmates performed
in the annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade in South
Boston. Their next performance will be right here in
Dorchester next Sunday. “It’salot of endurance, we’re
talking [3.2] miles, the drums are tough,” said Chu.

Even though participating in the parade can take
a physical toll on the students, marching in it “is a
point of pride,” said King, for students “going to a
school that provides an opportunity for them to be
creative. We operate under our core value, which is
Kenny PR.ILD.E and wearing those uniforms and
playing in the band are all just points of that.”

The acronym stands for Perseverance. Responsibil-
ity. Integrity. Dedication. Effort. Having pridein their
performances takes a lot of practice, some of which is
doneintheschoolyard. Inthe weeksleadingup to the
Dot Day Parade, the band has been holding typical
music rehearsals in the classroom while marching
practice takes place outside of the school for all the
neighbors to hear.

Not every student in the band plays an instrument.
Some are responsible for carrying flags and banners.
“I chose banner because I didn’t want to take time
learninga whole new instrument,” said fourth grader

Dominic and Julius

Freyansh, Michah, Alexander and Diana.

Holden on the trombone.

Nadine and Victoria.

Mr. Chu leads the rehearsal of the Kenny School
band in a classroom. Cassidy McNeeley photo

Amiko. “You just have to walk, and you get to be in
the front where everyone sees you.”

Another student who will be hard to miss in the
parade is third grader Holden who, with Chu’s help,
is mastering an instrument larger than himself. He
explained: “I picked the trombone because it seemed
like not that many people were playing it.”

Third graders like Holden are in their first year
with the band, and the graduating sixth graders are
in their last. King and Chu, however, are working to
place them in schools where they can continue their
music careers.

“There’s a school preview day in Boston so what
we’ll do when we’re there is we will ask other schools
if they have a band. Not all schools have a marching
band but there are other variations of that,” said
King. “We do that research internally and check
and see what opportunities exist at other schools,
especially for those students who show interest in
continuing in music.”

One sixth-grade student who has loved being a
part of the band is Micah. “I play the drums. I like
drums ‘cause they are loud and obnoxious. I wanted
to play them because drums are like the backbone
of all bands,” he said.

No matter what instrument his students choose,
Chu sees music as a healthy outlet for the children.
“It gives them more options to express themselves,”
he said.

Chu, King, and the students at the Kenny are all
excited about their performance in June. “We could
be wrapped up in so many other things,” said the
principal. “It’s nice to be reminded that there are
really good things happening, and they’re happening
right here.”

An earlier edition of the Kenny School marching band on Dorchester Avenue, circa2017. Chris Lovett photo

The Kenny School band gets set for a practice session in the Oakton Avenue schoolbuilding near Adams

Corner.

Cassidy McNeeley photo
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‘Renovation Husbands’ recall how once upon a time
they had to lie and talk about what they are up to now

By Cassipy MCNEELEY
REPORTER STAFF

Last year Dorchester’s
own David and Stephen
St. Russell-known asthe
“Renovation Husbands
- starred on HGTV’s
show “Battle on the
Mountain,” butit wasn’t
until the end of February
that they could finally
share their success.

“Finding out at the
moment was incredible.
It was the most exciting
feeling,” Stephen said.
“I’'m so glad there were
cameras there to capture
our genuine reaction,
jumping up and down. It
was euphoric.”

When the couple re-
turned home, they had to
conceal their accomplish-
ment from everybody.
“We knew we won the
show,” said David. “We
literally lied to everyone
weknew, and we lived the
lie. We wanted everyone
to experience it on their
own, so we didn’t tell
anybody.” Instead, the St.
Russells told their family
and friends that HGTV
had all three of the teams
filmed asthough theyhad
won and would not reveal
the real winning team
until the series finale.

When the last epi-
sode, “Champions on the
Mountain,” finally aired
on Feb. 26, David and
Stephen watched with
close family and friends
at Yellow Door Taqueria
on Dot Ave.

“Taping the show was
just a wild experience; it
was such hard work,” said
the 33-year-old Stephen.
“And then it didn’t come
out for afewmonths, soto
relive it then again with
all our family and friends
was very cool.”

While watching with
loved ones was fun, it
was also a bit scary,
said David, 35. “It was
nerve-wracking because
you don’t know until you
see it how they are going
to portray you on TV or
howit’s goingtoread. We
had no insight into that
before it went live.”

Since the airing of the
show, life has changed
quite a bit for the two
men. Not only have
they received messages
online and been recog-
nized throughout the
neighborhood, but they
also had fans approach
them in Louisville while
they were attending the
Kentucky Derby.

Their favorite recogni-
tions, however, are the
ones that talk about
home. “I think the best
comments we see are
people being proud of us
for being from Boston
and Dorchester,” said
Stephen. “That’s been
really nice, those are
the comments that hit
home.”

So, what comes after
winning the show and
the $50,000 grand prize?
The St. Russells aren’t
entirely sure themselves.

“Every time we think

It’s been a big year for Dorchester’s own David and Stephen St. Russell - known as the “Renovation
Husbands — whose triumphant star turn on HGTV’s “Battle on the Mountain” put them in the national
spotlight. Inset: The husbands take abreak from a painting project. Photos courtesy Renovation Husbands

about what we want to
do, something happens,”
David said. “If you told
us a year ago, we’d be
filming and then winning
an HGTV show, we would
be like, that’s wild. In
six months, who knows
where we’ll be or what
we’ll be doing. We’re just
kind of going with the
flow. We’ve always done
that.”

He added, “You can
always be chasing
something. So, kind of
just being excited about
where you’re at is what
we practice. Almost two
years agonow, we decided
to leave our jobs and
that was not something
we ever thought was
possible. To do that and
then be able to do these
projects and to not have
to go back to a corporate
kind of job has been the
wildest thing we’ve ever
gone through.”

The pair admit that
they have discussed hav-
ing a show of their own

but for now, they want to
stay connected with the
social media community

they have built. “We are
really passionate about
owning our own content

and creating our own
content so we’re really
puttingalot of our energy

into potentially a You-
Tube series or something
like that,” Stephen said.

Having a TV series of
their own would take
the pair away from the
people and neighbor-
hood they love most,”
they say. There would
be fewer trips to home.
stead bakery and cafe
for “surf” and “turf”
bagel sandwiches and
less time spent at the
Bowery. More to the
point, they wouldn’t be
allowed to freely share
their renovation projects
online as they are cur-
rently doing with their
1892 Victorian home in
Dorchester.

The husband-husband
team has dedicated al-
most seven years to this
project. When they began
renovations in 2017,
they had full-time jobs,
so home improvements
were done on weekends.
“We were doing work just
Saturday, Sunday. If we
had athree-day weekend,
that was the best gift
ever,” joked David.

They are now renovat-
ing a cabin they own in
midcoast Maine, creating
a 70s vibe space with a
green staircase, striped
walls, checkered rugs,
and pops of orange. Un-
like their Dorchester
home, this renovation
projectisbeingcompleted
with short-term renters
in mind.

“We’ve always kind of
talked about what is the
end goal with Renova-
tion Husbands or what
is the brand. We don’t
take on guest projects
necessarily. We don’t do
interior design for other
people. But we would
love to renovate our own
properties and then have
them open tothe publicto
rent,” Stephen said. “We
would get to showcase the
renovation of that project
on our social channels
and then people from
our social channels can
go stay there.”

David and Stephen
spoke at a Dorchester
Historical Society last
Sunday at Boston Col-
legiate Charter School.
They shared thatthey are
not into renovation and
historical pursuits but
rather they are attempt-
ing to achieve character
and historical relevance
while keeping a sense
of modern living. This
is exactly what they are
doing in Dorchester and
Maine, they said.

They aren’t starting
any other projects in the
neighborhood. “That
could be a future thing,”
said David. “Right now,
we’re really just try-
ing to wrap Boston up
and spend more time
in Maine this summer.”
Added Stephen: “Suc-
cesses come from being
happy and excited to
pivot and taking new
opportunities.”
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Sunday’s Dot Day parade follows historic trail

By CHris LoveTrT
SPECIAL TO THE REPORTER

The first observance of Dorchester
Day, in June of 1904, took place under
a tent on Savin Hill. A celebration of
local history and pride, it was also
meant to protect an urban wild with a
panoramic view from a frenzy of new
development.

But by the beginning of the 20th
century, the fast pace of change in
Dorchester was hard to ignore. Over
the fifty years after its annexation to
Boston, in 1870, Dorchester’s popula-
tion would increase more than ten-fold.
And, evenby 1910, more than one-third
of the growing population in all of
Boston was made up of immigrants.

During this period, Dorchester, con-
nected to the rest of Boston by public
transportation and water and sewer
lines, was filling up with multi-family
housing. It was now easy to live in one
part ofthe city and work in another. Too
remote and spacious to be an extension
of the Back Bay or the South End, but
no longer a self-contained community,
Dorchester had become the hybrid that
would later seem oxymoronic—the
“streetcar suburb.”

Despiteall the growth, there were also
signs of decline, or change of a different
kind. As early as 1891, the Dorchester
Antiquarian and Historical Society
was down to only three members. In
the same year, it would be succeeded
by the lead organization behind the
first Dorchester Day, the Dorchester
Historical Society.

By 1910, eventhe mix of Boston’s new
arrivals had changed, with the Irish
being outnumbered by Jewish and Ital-
ian immigrants. In 1914, a Unitarian
minister in Grove Hall noticed fewer
people at church. Alocal newspaper, the
Dorchester Beacon, listed properties
changing hands, moving from families
with names like Brooker, Hutchins and
Greenwood to those with names like
Weiner, O’Loughlin, and Mugardichian.
And, at a “mass meeting,” the Fields
Corner Women’s Temperance League
rallied support for a cap on liquor
licenses.

A HILL WITH A
SPECIAL LEGACY

For the Historical Society, the
“long-neglected spot” known as Savin
Hill had special meaning. It was the
piece of “wilderness” where settlers
who arrived from England in 1630 had
built their first fort—and where an
archival photograph would later show
a “last Indian camp.” From the top of
the hill, there was a view of Dorchester
Bay from the Neponset Estuary to the
Columbia Point Peninsulaand, beyond,
as if at the edge of a continent, to the
Boston Harbor Islands. For neighbors,
the hill later became a destination for
underage drinking and a treacherous
magnet for broken glass. But, as one
account of the first celebration envi-
sioned, the hill could even become “a
new place of pilgrimage for the tourist
whose steps are annually bent toward
Massachusetts.”

In 1904, the preservation effort
earned a campaign promise from a
recent transplant to Dorchester, John
F. Fitzgerald, a former congressman
who alittle more than three yearslater,
as the city’s first Irish Catholic mayor
born in the United States, designated
the hill as a park.

The 200 people who had “toiled up”
the hill for the first Dorchester Day
celebration were reminded that the
old town was home to the nation’s first
free public school and that incubator
of participatory democracy, the town
meeting. Among the details of the
day noted by a Boston Globe reporter:
lemonade provided for women at the
observance and, fluttering above the
tent, a pennant attached to a kite
that proclaimed, “Dorchester Day
1630-1904.”

Frombelow the pennant, the reporter
also heard state Rep. Guy A. Ham talk
about the present day, lamenting that,

A crowd of teens and kids watched the Dorchester Day Parade in 1979.

A perch above Dorchester Avenue, 1983.

since Dorchester had become part of
the city, “the district and the citizens
as well had lost much of their identity,
as well as their pride and interest in
their home.”

Another speaker at the first celebra-
tion, Rev. Peter Ronan, the pastor of
St. Peter’s parish, was concerned about
the spread of dense, transit-oriented
housing. Three years later, at the
1907 Dorchester Day Banquet, he
was applauded for warning about the
spread of “three-apartment houses”
and for asserting that local residents
“did not want such things to mar the
spot where the first settlers of the now
great district landed.”

Accounts of the early celebrations
contain no explicit references to
changes in religion or ethnicity among
Dorchester residents, nor to the hard-
ships and persecution that were driving
many of Boston’s newest immigrants
out of Europe. But, in his speech at
the 1906 celebration, former Boston
mayor Josiah Quincy acknowledged
that the settlers of 1630 were fleeing
tyranny and civil war. “The settlers of
New England,” he explained, “were
half colonists, halfrefugees.” Although
he stopped short of any comparison
with more recent immigrants, Quincy
suggested that the hill should be the
site of an “enduring monument,” a
tower with a commanding view of the
harbor that would embody a “loftiness
ofthe historical outlook. “Whoever has
absorbed its true spirit,” he said, “has
escaped from the transient interests
of the hour and regarded for a while
those vaster issues and movements
which sketch their shadows across the
centuries.”

CELEBRATION BECOMES
EXTRAVAGANZA

In 1906, under Mayor Fitzgerald, the
city spent $2,000 on Dorchester Day
activities—supportingeverything from
the main parade to horse racing, water
sports, and fireworks. The first celebra-
tions also included band concerts and
a regatta, and a torchlight parade
led by the Dorchester High School
baseball team. Flags were displayed
on verandas and housetops. In 1907, at

Chris Lovett photos

his home on Welles Avenue, Fitzgerald
put up bunting and, between two large
American flags, a “great Irish flag.”

With a cast of fortune-tellers, dodg-
ers, and “fakirs” hawking balloons,
popcorn, ice cream, and soft drinks,
the celebrations were not immune to
transient interests. Fitzgerald took part
in carriage races organized at Franklin
Field by the Dorchester Gentlemen’s
Driving Club, as did his rival and
successor, James Michael Curley. In
1916, after rolling the first ball on a
new bowling green, The Globereported,
Curley “said he knew no sport more
constructive or healthful than horse
racing, except baseball.”

During the first decade of reports on
the Dorchester Day celebrations, there
was no shortage of superlatives, from
“biggest” to “best yet,” with as many
as 75,000 people viewing the parade
and as many as 20,000 watching the
fireworks.

In 1911, there was landing of a Bur-
gess-Wright biplane at Franklin Field,
piloted all the way from Squantum by
Harry Atwood, who had invited Mayor
Fitzgerald to join him. The first try at
landing had to be put off because of
weather conditions. By the time Atwood
touched down, at the center of the field,
thelast horserace wascomingtoanend,
and the police details had already left
the site. “The crowd swarmed around
the machine, gazing upon and feeling
it,” The Globe reported. “It was feared
that the machine would be torn apart
by souvenir hunters.”

SHIFTING TIMES,
SHIFTING FOCUSES

Over the years, Dorchester Day
celebrations were consistently affected
by more passing developments, some
with their own place in history. In a
1917 celebration at the newly dedicated
Ronan Park, the Shepard Women’s Rifle
Club recruited men for military service
in WWI. In 1927, the featured speaker
at the banquet was the next year’s
Democraticnominee for president, New
York Governor Al Smith.

Not surprisingly, funding from the
city was cut back during the Great
Depression. In 1931, City Councillor
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Israel Ruby provided free ice cream,
athletics and entertainment at Frank-
lin Field. But, by 1938, The Globe
was reporting that there would be no
support for Dorchester Day from the
city “due to necessary economies.” In
1940 “Dorchester All-Together” raised
funding at a banquet, selling tickets
at $10 apiece. And in 1942, with the
country at war again, 200,000 people
were on hand for aparade thatincluded
infantry from Fort Devens and a float
thatencouraged thereportingof enemy
aircraft. “As evidence that gasoline
rationing is being felt,” The Globe
added, “several horses and buggies
appeared in the parade.”

In one of the buggies was Frankie
Kelly, the youngest lieutenant governor
in Massachusetts history. The self-
described father of the state lottery,
Kelly was best known for filing bills
29 years in a row to establish a Mas-
sachusetts sweepstakes that promised
a windfall in tax relief. Even after he
drew the state’s first lottery ticket in
1972, he continued toridein the parade
as one of its most enduring political
curiosities.

AFTER THE WAR,
A MATTER OF ‘ROUTINE’

The parades resumed in 1948, after a
hiatusduringthelater war years. Aslate
asthe 1960s, there were still reviewing
stands for mayors and governors. But
there was also an impression that the
event had become more routine. As
early as 1923, The Globe had mentioned
“exercises” and field events while
noting that “the occasion was at one
time observed with great ceremony.”

There were also changesin the parade
route. The earlier routes had included
Codman Square, Uphams Corner, and
astretch of Dorchester Avenue, ending
at Fields Corner, with marching units
crossing or going parallel with the trol-
ley tracks. By the late 1960s, the parade
route wasusually alongthe avenue, but
going north to south, from Columbia
Road to Pierce Square in Lower Mills.
By the 1970s, the direction had been
reversed, and parade units marched
with the sun at their backs.

In 1967, despite an attempt to ban
political signs, the first line of march
comprised members of Boston’s
all-white school committee, at a time
when the city was already embroiled
over the racial divide in education. In
1968, the June 9 parade was “postponed
indefinitely,” out of respect to Robert
F. Kennedy, who had been assassinated
three days earlier.

As late as the 1980s, the parade
featured one other office-holder: the
Dorchester Town Greeter. With his
top hat, red jacket, white trousers,
and two-toned shoes, “Boston Billy”
Melchin presented himself as the af-
fable gate-keeper to a Neverland as
foreign to spectators along the avenue
as it would have been to 17th-century
settlers. If the parade came to one of its
all-too-frequent stops, he would stand
with one hand in a white glove holding
a sceptre tipped with the town seal,
and the other greeting an imaginary
multitude, as restless kids swarmed
the avenue or sped off on bikes and
skateboards.

THE PARADE AS A
MESSAGE BOARD

Overthelast40years, the parade has
been used as a platform for messages
of all kinds. In the 1980s, a trailer dra-
matized the long wait for badly-needed
expansion of the Dorchester District
Courthouse. In 2015, a parade unit
promoted the designation of Boston as
ahost city for the 2024 Olympics. Over
the last decade, another contingent,
“Dorchester Not For Sale,” has been
drawing attention to local residents
being displaced by gentrification.

Joined by ranks of veterans for
most of its history, the parade has also
served as a platform for the anti-war
message of Veterans for Peace, who
would continue to march into the 21st

(Continued on page 18B)
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Animal Rescue League’s Boston chapter is deeply rooted in Dot

By Mike DEFINA
SPECIAL TO THE REPORTER

At the turn of the
20th century, the Animal
Rescue League of Boston
(ARL) was founded with
the mission to care for
the neglected and largely
forgotten population of
animals living on the
streets. The idea for this
historicorganization was
born and cultivated right
here in Dorchester.

Anna Harris Smith
(1843-1929) was a mem-
ber of the prominent
Clapp family, which had
generational roots in
Dorchester. She wasborn
at 65 Pleasant Street, a
home with a foundation
dating back to the mid-
1600. It still stands today
due to a collaborative
renovation project with
the Dorchester Historical
Society.

From an early age,
compassion and empathy
were the cornerstone of
Anna’sbeing. She showed
greatinterestinall things
involving nature, ani-
mals, and people; and it
was her compassion that
would guide her during
her early professional
life and later on in the
founding of ARL.

At age seven, Anna
recalled thinking, “When
I’'m grown up I'm going
to turn my daddy’s big
barn into a nice, warm
home for all the kitties
and doggiesintheworld.”

After completing her

AnnaHarris Smith, circa
1920.

education in Boston,
Annawasasocial worker,
specializingin the protec-
tion and education of
children. It was during
thistime that she became
acutely aware of issues
pertaining to animals in
the city of Boston. Day
after day, she witnessed
Boston’s working horses
subjected to grueling
conditions and unspeak-
able cruelty. Additionally,
she grew concerned with
the hordes of homeless
cats and dogs living on
the city streets and in its
alleyways.

While there were mea-
sures being taken to
protect animals through
cruelty statutes, there
were no steps taken to
physically help animals
in need. A determined
and innovative thinker,
Anna saw the need as a

The Smith home at 65 Pleasant St. in Dorchester
around the turn-of-the-20th century.

calling and was adamant
about doing somethingto
confront that issue.

IndJanuary 1899, Anna
wrote a letter in the Bos-
ton Evening Transcript
that advocated for a
centrally located shelter
for the rescue and care
of homeless animals,
asserting that “while
getting dogs and cats off
the street is work worth
doing, the teaching of
thoughtful kindness is
the work that changes
families, communities,
and a nation.”

This letter led to the
very first meeting of the
Animal Rescue League of
Bostonon Feb. 7,1899, at
the Park Street Church
in Boston that attracted
110 people.

Within its first year,
the organization rescued
more than 2,600 animals
off the street, and the
rest, as they say, is his-
tory.In 2023, ARL helped
nearly 21,000 animals,

The Wellness Waggin’
makes a stop locally.
All photos courtesy
ARL Boston
and over the course of
the organization’s 125-
year history, the local
non-profit hashelped well
over 6.2 million animals
in need.

Asthepresident of ARL
from 1901 to 1929, Anna
acted upon a wide range
of animal welfare and
humane issues, such as
the abandonment of pets,
workhorse abuses, poor
livestock transport meth-
ods, the abuse of animals
in motion pictures, and
the humane education of
children.

She wrote and lectured
extensively on humane
topics and was one of

the most influential
and respected leaders
in animal welfare in her
day. By 1915, she had
helped organize seven
Animal Rescue Leagues
in Massachusetts, and in
at least 10 other states
and Washington, D.C.

When Anna died in
1929, ARL received an
outpouring of sympa-
theticlettersfrom around
the country attesting to
her importance.

While ARL’s programs
and services have widely
expanded over the past
125 years, the organi-
zation’s work is still
rooted in Anna’s vision
and values and remains
an invested community
partner in Dorchester.

ARL continues to be
on the forefront of in-
novation, recognizingthe
need to move beyond the
brick-and-mortar shelter
model to bring high-
quality accessible pet
services directly where
they’re most needed.

Pet ownership can
bring challenging barri-
ers, including the ever-
increasing cost of care
and supplies, along with
limited access to services
in many communities,
including Dorchester.

Partnering with com-
munity members and
human-based nonprofit
organizations, such as
Action for Boston Com-
munity Development
(ABCD) and Boston Se-

nior Homecare (BSHC),
ARL has made a tireless
effort to provide services
tokeep petstogether with
their families.

In 2019, ARL launched
the Wellness Waggin’, a
mobile pet wellness clinic
that makes weekly stops
at ABCD’s Dorchester
location, as well as in
surrounding communi-
ties. Since its inception,
this program has helped
well over 10,000 animals,
making it easier for pet
owners to access high-
quality and low-cost
pet wellness services.
ARL also routinely visits
BSHC facilities to provide
pet food and basic care to
senior pet owners.

Additionally, since
2020, ARL’s Keep Pets
S.A.F.E. (Supporting
Animals and Families
Everyday) program has
delivered more than
200,000 pet meals and
supplies to local pet own-
ers, many of whom reside
in Dorchester.

While there is always
more work to be done,
ARLis proud to continue
the work of Anna Harris
Smith and to incorporate
heridealsinassistingboth
animals and people, and
to live by the phrase that
she coined in the early
days of ARL - “Kindness
uplifts the world.”

Mike DeFina is the
media relations manager
for Animal Rescue League
of Boston.
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HAPPY

DORCHESTER DAY!

Wishing you and your family a happy, health, and
fun day celebrating our incredible community!
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Day!
From our family to yours.

Aiedelle. W

Michelle V!

MAYOR OF BOSTON

PAID FOR BY THE WU COMMITTEE

orchester

FROM
CODMAN SQUARE HEALTH GENTER

LOOK FOR CODMAN ON THE PARADE ROUTE ON JUNE 2!

PROUDLY OFFERING COMPREHENSIVE, CULTURALLY
COMPETENT, MULTILINGUAL HEALTH CARE WITH
YOU AT THE CENTER — FOR MORE THAN 40 YEARS
PRIMARY CARE - URGENT CARE - EYE + DENTAL + BEHAVIORAL HEALTH + PHARMACY

WELCOME! iBIENVENIDA! CHAO MUNG! BYENVINI! ¥%38! BEM-VINDO!
Codman is here for you, whether you've lived in Dorchester all your life, or you've just arrived.

YOU'RE HERE NOW. WE'RE HERE FOR YOU.
ﬁ¢m Codman Square
Health Center

637 WASHINGTON ST., DORCHESTER, MA 02124 | (617) 822-8271 | CODMAN.ORG
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Mayor discusses her Vatican visit at McConnell Park coftee hour

By SETH DANIEL
NEews Epitor
Fresh off meeting Pope
Francisand participating
in the Vatican Climate
Change conference,
Mayor Wu followed
visited Savin Hill’s Mc-
Connell Park on May 23

for the first in a series
of planned coffee hours
in Dorchester. Dozens
of neighbors joined city
officials stationed at
booths representing
everything from Boston
Water and Sewer Com-
mission (BWSC) to the

Boston Home Center to
the Boston Fire Cadets.

Studentsin the Boston
Music Project at the De-
ver School on Columbia
Point performed on the
violin and cello, while
students from Cristo
Rey High School mingled

with officials. Residents
collected a free potted
plant and Dunkin’ iced
coffee as well.

Wu talked about her
trip to the Vatican and
noted that “Boston
was the only American
city represented at the

conference” on climate
issues, motioning to the
flood-prone waterfront
and Morrissey Boulevard
nearby. “They chose
this city to show how it
can happen. The eyes of
the world are always on
Boston.”

A second Dorchester
coffee hour will take
place on Wed., June 26, to
celebrate the opening of
the renovated Mother’s
Rest Park on Washington
Street.

Cillo.

Bobby Boykin and BWSC representative Adriana

Parks Commissioner Ryan Woods, right, with the
newest Parks Department hire, Dorchester’s Ka-
tie Nolan, a long-time youth sports coach in the

neighborhood.

>
o thebostonhome.org

Auckland Street resident Maureen Bazzinotti with Mayor Wu, fresh off a trip to the Vatican, greeted
residents in McConnell Park on May 23.

Councillor Erin Murphy.

Cairo Valecilla, a first
grader at Columbia
Point’s Dever School,
played the cello at the
Coffee Hour with other
schoolmates. It was only
the second-ever perfor-
mance for the group.

2
@ Proudly calling Dorchester home since 1884

HAPPY

DORCIHIESTER
DAY !

The Boston Home envisions a world in which adults with advanced

neurological disorders lead their best and most independent lives.

Savin Hill residents Joe Santilli, Don Walsh, and Brendan Price.

i)

HAPPY DORGHESTER

DAY FROM YOUR
FRIENDS AT...

COLLEGE HYPE

COLLEGEHYPE.COM

540 GALLIVAN BLVD, DORCHESTER MA // (617) 282-8883
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The Boston
Foundation

The Boston Foundation wishes everyone in Dorchester, Boston’s largest
and most diverse neighborhood, a glorious day of celebration! We partner
with Dorchester’'s nonprofits to place equity and opportunity at the center
of our work and believe that civic leadership and civic engagement are the
most powerful ways to advance economic justice. Follow our work, come to
our forums, learn from our research and help us power progress. Now is the

time to move equity forward. Now is the time to move Boston forward.
Learn more at tbf.org.

Move Equity, Move Boston.

GREENHILLS BAKERY

IT'S
ICED COFFEE SEASON!

OUR REGULAR & FLAVORED ICED
COFFEES ARE BREWED USING TWICE
THE AMOUNT OF COFFEE TO MAKE
SURE THERE IS NO WATERED DOWN

FLAVOR.

BAKED EVERY DAY:
IRISH BREAD AND SCONES, COOKIES AD DECORATED CAKES, PIES, MUFFINS, DANISH AND CROISSANTS.
BREAKFAST SANDWICHES & IRISH BREAKFAST ROLLS
LUNCH SANDWICHES, SHEPHERDS PIES & HOMEMADE SOUPS
Are You huwgrg yetz?

GREENHILLS 780 ADAMS ST. DOT, MA 02124 617-825-8187 OPEN MON-SUN 5:30 AM - 3 PM
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By Cassipy MCNEELEY
REPORTER STAFF

Dorchester’s porch
fest-style musical cel-
ebration, Dorchfest, will
return to the Ashmont-
Adams section of the
neighborhood for a third
timeon Sat.,June 1, from
1 p.m. to 5 p.m.

More than two dozen
porches, patios, parking
lots, and yards will be
transformed into stages
for more than 40 bands
of diverse musical genres.
Thenow-annual celebra-
tion began in 2022 with
the help of committee
member and porch host,
Rachel Felix.

“Three years ago, a
couple of neighbors and
Igot together. We wanted
to do the first porch fest
in Dorchester and also
highlight the diversity of
Dorchester,” said Felix.
“It’s a great way for
all the people to come
together and really feel
the great sense of com-
munity that we have.”

She moved to the
neighborhood in 2021
from Brooklyn, where
she spent years in the
entertainment business.
“Moving here from
New York City, I chose
Dorchesterintentionally
because of the differ-
ent cultures that come
together,” said Felix, who
is the chief marketing
and growth officer at
Boston Medical Center.
“We really want to bring
joytoour community and
continue to highlight the
richness and diversity of
Dorchester.”

But the roster of per-
formers is not the only
thing that makes Dorch-
fest unique. Unlike most
such festivals, Dorchfest
compensates musicians
for their time, payments
that could not be made
without the generous
donations of sponsors
including Santander
Bank, Boston Medical
Center, MacKinnon &
Co., and the restaurant
Tavolo.

“We are very grateful
that the sponsors allow
us to pay the bands for
their time. That was
very important to our
mission,” Felix told the
Reporter. “We’re pumped
to have our amazing
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Dorchfest returns to Ashmont-Adams on Saturday

THE REPORTER DORCHESTER DAY SUPPLEMENT

With sunny skies forecasted for Saturday, the DorchFest committee hopes to see crowds like those that
attended the first event in 2022, shown above.

Reporter file photo

MC Daniel Laurent will take the “stage” at 64 Van
Winkle St. with DJ Jeff 2X. Photo courtesy DorchFest

bands back that have
been with us for so long
and also some new talent
to the stage this year.”

One of several return-
ing artists, who will
play with a full band,
is OFD singer Richie
Parsons, who now lives
in Quincy but will return
to his childhood home
at 4 Westmoreland St.
for his third Dorchfest
performance.

“The couple who
bought the house from
us asked if I'd play in
the first Dorchfest. They
knew I'd been playing
music my whole life,”
explained the 64-year-old
Parsons, whose family
lived in the home for 100

years, from 1916 to 2016.
“Now, this will be the
third year in a row and
I’'m very excited about it.
They’re wonderful hosts
and it’s fun.”

While Parsons de-
scribes his current music
as “more power pop,”
his first band in the
70s was punk rock and
called Unnatural Axe.
He has since gone on
to perform with several
bands, including Future
Dads, Band 19, and
The Gremies. With The
Gremies he wrote and
performed “No Surfin’in
Dorchester Bay,” which
has a cult-like following
amonglocalsforitsiconic
picture sleeve.

Los Gallos Locos members performed Latin Roots
music on a porch at the corner of Bushnell and Van

Winkle Streets.

While some of Par-
sons’s songs celebrate
the Dorchester he knew,
he is happy to see the
neighborhood continue
to evolve.

“It’s changed and it’s
way more diverse,” he
said, “and there’s so
much more going on in
it. It’s different now and
it’s better.”

Another Boston-based
artist performing next
month in Ashmont-
Adams is MC Daniel
Laurent. The Hip Hop
creative uses music to
inspire conversations
and make social com-
mentary. Last year his
short film, “Cry For Me,”
highlighted the dangers

Seth Daniel photo

of domestic violence and
sexual abuse and was
showered in awards from
numerous film festivals.
At Dorchfest, Laurent
will be performing with
DdJ Jeff 2X. “What Jeff
and I are going to do is
going to be a real set,
infusingthe art of DJ-ing
mixed with MC-ing,”
said Laurent. “We want
to be able to entertain
but almost give a history
lesson of where hip hop
came from, where it went
to, where it’s at now, and
where it’s going to go.”
Laurent compared
the pair’s finale to DJ
Khaled’s “God Did.” He
added, “I want to be the
one that hopefully con-
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verts some people who
would not have listened
to hip hop otherwise.”

Laurent and Jeff DX
will be performing at 64
Van Winkle St.

A few blocks away,
at 6 Fairfax Street, at-
tendees can leave behind
the hip-hop scene and
listen to “a cocktail of
harmony-driven rock in-
fused with soulful energy
and emotion” with Three
At Home, a trio made up
of 39-year-old Mary Casi-
ello, 47-year-old Dann
Russo, and 51-year-old
Kari Paisley-Flango.

Casiello and Russo
have been performing
together for quite some
time, but it wasn’t until
a few years ago that
Paisley-Flango joined
the group.

‘Just about threeyears
ago I remember starting
to rehearse for the first
time and it was May and
before weevenrehearsed,
I'sawapost for Dorchfest.
We made it our mission,”
said Paisley-Flango.

Thefirst Dorchfest was
also the trio’s first time
performing together.
This year they will be
returning for the third
time.

“Ithink one of the most
valuable things about
these porch fest events,
in general, is you start
to recognize that music
and musicians don’t just
livein a couple of spotsin
the world,” Casiello told
the Reporter. “They’re
everywhere and there’s
good music everywhere.
It reminds the audience
that Boston has a thriv-
ing music scene.”

Russoadded that while
all porch fests can be
fun, Dorchester’s stands
out. “The organizers are
so good. They do such
a good job of curating
and getting people all
different kinds of music,”
said Russo. “When people
play porch fest, they
except to volunteer their
time, and Dorchfest actu-
ally pays. It’s niceto have
an organization that is
able to level up the ex-
perience for musicians.”
For more information
regarding performance
times and locations check
out https://dorchfest.com

Three at Home will return to Dorchfest for the third
time this weekend playing original songs infused
with soulful energy and emotion.

Photo courtesy DorchFest

Robert Thackery will perform at 6 Rundel Park at

2:30 p.m.

Photo courtesy DorchFest

Kera Washington of Zili Misik performed on Beau-
mont Street during last year’s DorchFest.

Seth Daniel photo
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Seal of Approval: The Story Behind Dorchester’s Town Seal

By PETER F. STEVENS
REPORTER STAFF

In April 1865, Dorches-
ter’s Town Meeting
gathered to consider an
important civic mea-
sure — “to procure...a
Corporate Seal of the
town.” Many modern
residents of Dorchester
are familiar with that
seal, emblazoned with
the words “Dorchester
1630” and the Latin
motto “Pietate, Literis,
Industria,” but some may
not realize the depth of
thought that the men at
that 1865 town meeting
putintotheenduringand
proud symbol.

A range of political,
historic, and civic con-
siderations compelled
Dorchester’s leaders to
seek a seal testifying to
thetown’sunique history
and sense of place in
Massachusetts. With the
Civil War coming to its
savage end and with so
many Dorchester fami-
lies having lost fathers,
sons, and brothers on
the conflict’s far-flung
battlefields, local lead-
ers wanted to extol the
town’s more than 250
years of contribution and
sacrifice.

They sought to create
a symbol of Dorches-
ter’s unique place in the
nation’s history: “The
town of Dorchester...
the mother of free public
schools, whose patriotism
and liberality have been
so tried in the early wars

with the Indians, with
the French in colonial
days, in the War of the
Revolution, inthe Shay’s
Rebellion, in the last war
with England, and in the
dreadful war so lately
gloriously closed.”

A town seal, in the
opinion of people from
Neponset to Savin Hill,
would help to “sacredly
preserve the beautiful
tribute of her citizens
to the memory of sons,
who, in obedience to
early instructions, and
inherited purpose in
morality, patriotism, and
humanity, havelaid down
their lives on the altar of
their country.”

Along with patrio-
tism, a large band of
Dorchester’s residents
hoped a local seal would
reinforce their status as
an individual town, for
in 1865, the prospect of
annexation by Boston
was onthe horizon. Many
locals already lamented
that in 1804, “that part
of Dorchester’s territory
lying upon her north-
ern border...including
Dorchester Heights,”
had been appropriated
by Boston. In the 1850s,
Dorchester leaders had
vainly struggled as
“Washington Village was
swallowed up by the city
[Boston].”

With many residents
still hoping to fend off
further incursions by
Boston, a who’s who of
prominent Dorchester

men — Edmund J. Baker,
Edmund P. Tileston,
Nathan W. Tileston, and
others—formed acommit-
tee to design a town seal
in April 1865. Joiningthe
effort was Dorchester’s
Antiquarian and Histori-
cal Society.

The contingent de-
scribed their purpose:
“Your Committee have
sought toemblazon upon
the Town Seal such a de-
vice as would symbolize
the acts which rendered
the early settlers of this
town a peculiar [particu-
lar] people, and objects of
gratitude and veneration
by their descendants for
all time to come.”

The centerpiece of
the committee’s design
was a shield embossed
near its base with the
image of a rough-hewn,
thatch-roofed church,
without a chimney.
In explanation of the
church’s significance in
Dorchester’s annals, the
committeemen noted:
“The early settlers of
Dorchester organized
themselves as a church
at the New Hospital in

Plymouth, England, in
March of 1630, prior
to their embarkation
for this country, which
act was pre-eminently
the cornerstone of the
foundation of this town,
although they did not
arrive here until early in
June of that year.”

To the rear of the
seal’s church, another
rude, thatched structure
appeared on the shield.
The second structure
represented Dorchester’s
first school.

“The free school,”
Edmund Baker and his
colleagues asserted, “the
system of which hasbeen

exerting a beneficial
influence over the whole
country, was established
in this town in 1639, and
is said to be the very first
free school in the world.
The foundation of this
institution is recognized
on the shield...”

In another image en-
graved upon the shield,
the committee cited the
portrait of a “rude mill,
with its large wheel,
which is seen upon the
left bank of the Neponset
River, the course of which
river, from its source to
its mouth, lay through
the ancient territory of
Dorchester.”

Readers scrutinizing
the impressive back-
ground of the shield will
likely identify the scene’s
inspiration - the Blue
Hills. “Inthebackground
will be recognized the
Blue Hills, which served
as a landmark to pilot
the early settlers to the
mouth of [the] Charles
River, and from behind
which the rising sun is
shining upon a colony
who left their homes in
the mother country, not
as adventurers in search
of gold, as exiles, or for
conquest, but the more
precious boon of religious
liberty.”

ALL O

F US!

HAPPY DORCHESTER DAY FROM

THE BEST DAY OF THE YEAR!
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Sunday’s Dot Day parade follows historic trail

(Continued from page 7B)

century, after military engagements in
Kuwait, Iraq, and Afghanistan.

In the early 1990s, after racial
diversity had become very noticeable
in the avenue’s storefronts, Boston
City Councilor Albert “Dapper” O’Neil
gained notoriety for taking exception
totheinflux of Vietnamese immigrants
into Fields Corner. In 2008, he achieved
the unique distinction for a politician
of being represented in the parade
posthumously - by ablack 1967 Lincoln
Town Car bearing his name in green
and orange on a sign that said “The
legend lives on.” But “Dapper” was
outlasted by the presence and invest-
ment along the avenue of Dorchester’s
Vietnamese-Americans.

Overtheyears, the parade has shown
that change canlead toimprovisations.
Around 1980, a re-enactment of the
arrival of settlers at Savin Hill Beach
included a local Unitarian minister
and a local family dressed as 17th-
century “pilgrims”—along with a
Catholicpriest. As pastor of First Parish
Church—established by Dorchester’s
first religious congregation, Rev. James
K. Allen was known for his devotion
to local history and support of local
civic groups, but he also allowed his
church to be used for gatherings by
refugees who came to Dorchester from
southeast Asia.

If uniforms and costumes are a con-
stantinthe parades, they also highlight
changes, whether donned by veterans,
active military units, Little Leaguers,
Pop Warner players, or marchingbands.
The same goes for other contingents
who have marched in recent years:

Boston Billy Melchin, Dorchester’s of-
ficial town greeter, in the 1980 parade.
Chris Lovett photo

Estrellas Tropicales, the Roberto
Clemente 21 Dancers, traditional Irish
dancers, and Vietnamese-American
contingents with lion dancers and
martial arts displays. Others have
previewed coming attractions on the
calendar: the Caribbean American
Carnival and, in floats changed every
year by DotOut, the Boston Pride
celebration. The common denominator
has been the element of carnival—a
stream of appearances, enacted once a
year by people who are something else
in everyday life.

Astheparade haschanged over time,
so does its sense of history. Originat-
ing more than a century ago from a
pursuit of a fixed identity in the past,

Fine & Performing
Arts Offerings

5

World

Languages
Honors, AP, CL

National
lvy League
Acceptance Rate

Dorchester Day’s premier event has
also reached in the other direction: a
rolling identity that, while as local as
ever, borders on the panoramic.
HISTORY AS PREDICTOR
OF THE FUTURE

The pursuit of the history of Dorches-
ter Day can also point to the future.
In 1914, when the Dorchester Beacon
was already noticing that the celebra-
tions had become less elaborate, the
president of the Dorchester Historical
Society, Frank D. Young, arrived on
the scene after driving 3 hours and 70
miles in his car. It was a little too soon
toimagine how the streetcar suburb of
Dorchester would be transformed by
the mass production of automobiles,
federally funded highways, and feder-
ally guaranteed mortgages. But that
year, barely three weeks before events
leading to a world war, Young paid
respect to the settlers of 1630 while
warning about the dangers of anarchy
and hailinghis commute by vehicle that
day asasign of “swift moving progress.”

Fast forward to another decade, and
the celebrations overlap, rippling out
from marchers to spectators crowding
the avenue, tiered on porch decks, or
regrouping for backyard cookouts. To
walk down the avenue from south to
north is to see what is new and what
has disappeared. Some churches,
stores, and restaurants no longer
exist. Also missing are several no-frills
bars, some notorious as magnets for
spectators requiring intervention by
police. And, as with the celebrations
in many communities, the crowds are
noticeably thinner.

Tofinish the walk on aSunday inJune
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is to work up a sweat and feel thirsty, if
not altogether fatigued. At the corner
of East Cottage Street, you go inside
Patty’s Pantry and find it crammed
with people buying cold soft drinks.
Almost 40 years ago, on the other side
of the avenue, you maybe dropped in
for a beer at Vaughan’s Tavern (now
the Banshee), where a bust of Bobby
Kennedy was flanked by a pair of rifles
right behind the bartenders. Inside the
bar, there’s too much noise to hear what
theveteranissayingtoateacher young
enough to be his daughter as he points
to the medals on his chest. They’re
surrounded by a crowd of people who
live in Dorchester, people who used to
live there, and people who could be
somewhere else in a few years.

Outside, along a quiet avenue just
swept and sprayed by street cleaners,
there’s no pennant attached to a kite,
though another reporter in another
year might have noticed an escaped
balloon riding a breeze that, like the
parade, goes from south to north. As
it pulls away, its shadow skipping from
onebuildingtonext, it gets smaller and
smaller until there’s nothing left but
a speck reflected against the sunlight
in a deep blue sky.

The Dorchester Historical Society
helped greatly with this report by
providing access to news accounts of
the parade’s first decades.

Chris Lovett is a veteran Boston
Jjournalism and the anchor/news direc-
torof BNN-TV’s Neighborhood Network
News. Lovett is a frequent contributor
to the Dorchester Reporter.

This story is reprinted from the May
30, 2019 Dorchester Reporter.
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BUILDING DORCHESTER’S FUTURE FOR THE NEXT 50 YEARS

FROM THIS POINT c* FORWARD
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SQUARE FEET OF SPACE YOUNG PEOPLE WITHIN THREE MILES YEARS OF SERVING OUR COMMUNITY

Join the Movement - fieldhouseplus.org
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Dot Day Parade 101: Tie on those Adidas and hit the Avenue

By BiLL Forry AND
LAUREN DEZENSKI
This beginner’s guide
to the Dot Day Parade
was originally published
in June 2015.

Can you feel it? The
sense of anticipation, joy,
and wonder, reverberat-
ingup and down Dot Ave?

The parade brings
together all the different
ethnic groups that make
up Boston’s biggest and
best neighborhood. You
could spend a year going
to all the different ethnic
fests across Boston. Or
just come to Dot Day and
see them all in one two-
hour extravaganza. Plus,
we were gay friendly
before it was a thing.
There’s something for
everyone in this parade.

For the folks that
grew up here (OFD),
the day is a walk down
memory lane (and a
3.2-mile parade route).
For some, it’s a time to
return to one’s roots and
relive the glory days of a
street corner youth. For
others, it’s celebrating
local organizations and
groups that march in the
parade, not to mention
the scores of kids and
cousins marchingin their
little league uniforms.

Dot Dayitselfis steeped
in tradition. Around for
over 100 years now, the
parade started as a way
tomark the foundation of
Dorchester as a Puritan

settlement back in May
1630.

And now to the brass
tacks: The parade itself
starts at 1 p.m. from Dot
Aveand Richmond Street
in Lower Mills and troops
up Dot Ave all the way
to the Polish Triangle at
the border of Southie.
The head of the parade
will reach its end-point
at Columbia Road more
than an hour-and-a-half
later.

The Dorchester Run-
ning Club hosts a 5K run
beginning and ending
at the Blarney Stone—
the other sponsor— on
Dot Avenue before the
parade. Locals will tell
you it’s not a bad way
to snag a prime and
well-hydrated spot in the
shade along the parade
route.

Getting there: The
MBTA is your friend to-
day. Cars will be ticketed
and towed along Dot Ave.
and Richmond Street
ahead of the parade, so
if you typically park on
the avenue, have a plan
to move it a few hours
ahead of time. Take the
Red Line to Ashmont
or Fields Corner. Both
stations are right on Dot
Ave. and just steps from
big crowds.

Where to watch (and
blend in with the big
crowd)? Along the wall
(and under the trees)
at Dorchester Park in
Lower Mills, south of

B

che banghee)

034 Dorchester Ave
Boston, MAD212

9

617 436 9 4

pansheeboston.

Chris Lovett captured the scene as a band made its
way up Dorchester Avenue last June.

Carney Hospital; in-
tersection of Dot Ave
and Gallivan Boulevard;
Peabody Square;in front
of St. Mark’s Church; the
Blarney Stone; and the
Savin Hill Ave. intersec-
tion.

If you like to watch
the parade in a more
intimate setting (e.g.
small crowd), stick to the
stretch between Freeport
Street and Hecla Street.
It’s typically quite thin,
albeit a bit of a hike from
either the Savin Hill and
Fields Corner T stops.
Pro-tip: There’susually a
raucous group watching
fromtheside-lot at Peggy
O’Neill’s bar.

The glory of Dot Day
is in its inherent ability
tobring people together—

often over brews and hot
dogs. It’s a day to get to
know your neighbors
and, especially after this
winter, spend some time
outside.

And even when
the street clean-
ers come through,
Dot Day isn’t over.
Longtime families host
post-parade BBQs, so
get to know your fellow
spectators along the
route and you’re likely
to score an invite. City
Councillor Frank Baker
hostsablock party on Dot
Ave north of Columbia
Rd. with free food, music,
andotherentertainment.

If Sunday’s a real scor-
rchah (hot day), hoof it a
few short blocks from Dot
Ave. to Savin Hill beach

forasplash in Dorchester
Bay. The stretch of beach
on the other side of
Morrissey Blvd. (careful
now, use the crosswalk)
is Malibu Beach, closer
to the landmark gas
tank. Be nice and maybe
one of the jet skiers who
weekend on Malibu will
give you a lift back to
Quincy or wherever you
came from.

What to wear: You're
going to be on your
feet for hours if you do
this right, so footwear
is your most important
decision of the day. If you
want to blend in like an
old-school Dot Rat, may
we suggest a pair of mint-
green or hot-blue Adidas
Gazelles? Old-school
sneaker heads break
out these high school
throwbacks and share
notes on which variety
store they copped them
from in the 1980s.

Vendors along the
route will be hawking
Dot-themed t-shirts
and tanks. Longtime
Dot activist Lew Finfer
breaks out his vintage
three-decker tee for every
parade. Notice we said
three-decker, not triple-
decker. Triple deckers
are sandwiches. Ifyou're
a legit Dot “kid”— you
know it’s a three-decker.

Also, sunscreen. Lots
and lots of sunscreen.
(Unless it rains, of
course, which it might
this year, based on

Melmeber [

the latest forecast.)
A final note, from the de-
partment of your mother:

The absolute worst
view of the parade route
is from the Area C-11jail
block. Open containers
are absolutely NOT al-
lowed on the route and
Boston Police have been
serious about making
this afar-less sudsy affair
than the March parade
in South Boston.There’s
zero tolerance on under-
ageboozingin particular,
so don’t risk it.

Adult spectators may,
however, enjoy their
beverage of choice on
private property or from
one of the Dot Ave’s
favorite establishments
including Ashmont Grill,
Harp & Bard, and the
Banshee.

The Blarney Stone
is a very popular spot
becauseits windows open
up to the route and it
has an amazing outdoor
patio. It’s usually a big
crowd, especially among
those who run in the
pre-parade Dot Day 5k.
Another popular spot
is Blend, which has an
awesome outdoor space
along the avenue.

Sodust offthose Adidas
Gazelles (or order them
online STAT) and get
ready to party like a
Dot Rat this Sunday
for the biggest day in
Dorchester. See you on
the Ave.

Wishing all of our neighbors
a Happy Dorchester Day

To our great Dorchester friends and neighbors, we are proud to be Dorchester’s
authentic Irish pub, celebrate the best of Ireland 365 days a year, fine food,

drink and atmosphere, your home for GAA and 6 Nations Rugby.

Proprietors Michael Vaughn
& Raymond Butler
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Happy Dorchester Day

We're always
thinking insurance.

EXCEPT DURING IMPORTANT GAMES.
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WE KNOW LOCAL Hi | LEVENBAUM

INSURANCE
AGENCY

Your car. Your home. Your business. They're all in the area. Wouldn’t it be nice to work with an insurance company that is, too? We’ve been in
Dorchester since 1923. So at this point, we're not only insurance experts, we're local experts. Call us to get the policy that’s right (really right) for you.

Call 617 825-3900. Or visit Hlevenbaum.com

Happy
Dorchester

Day!

We celebrate the incredible
neighborhood of Dorchester
and wish you a Happy

394" Birthday!

MASSACHUSETTS
CONVENTION CENTER
AUTHORITY

GLORIA LARSON
INTERIM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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OFD author depicts a turbulent 1968 Dot in novel “Days of Eight”

By Cassiny MCNEELEY

REPORTER STAFF

Michael J. Pallamary
lives in California, but
he grewup in Dorchester
and still visits afew times
a year. With the recent
publication of his first
novel, “Days of Eight,”
he brings his readers
back to his version of the
old neighborhood. The
550-page book— set in
1968— follows 18-year-
old Danny McSweeney,
who is attempting to
navigate through the
violence and racial ten-
sions that seem to be
around every corner in
Pallamary’s fictionalized
Dorchester.

“Everything in that
book that I've written
about are things I've
seen and experienced,”
the author told The
Reporter. “I learned so
much growing up in
Dorchester that I felt
it’s a story that needs to
be told.”

“This wasn’t set
yesterday. That period
of bigotry, racism, and
the introduction to the
decline of the Catholic
Church left a big im-
pression on me. I felt a
need to tell that story.
As distasteful as a lot of
it is, I felt it was a story
worth telling.”

Pallamary, born
in 1954, says he was
abandoned by his father
and raised by his single

Michael J. Pallamary signed copies of his Dorches-
ter-set novel “Days of Eight” at the Barnes & Noble
store in Hingham last month.

Photo courtesy Michael Pallamary

mother. Life was far
from easy for him and his
siblings, but he has fond
memories of hanging on
street corners, riding the
train, ditching school at
Boston Tech tosneakinto
Dot High, and spending
summer days on Malibu
Beach.

In his book, Pallamary

explains that Dorchester
Avenue “sees the flow of
life.”

“At every corner, there
wasaliquorstore, church,
or funeral home,” he
recalled. “Ithink that did
a lot to define us and to
define me. This is what
it was like growing up
there and we made do

with what we had.”

It was not all great.
As Pallamary grew old-
er the dangers of the
Vietnam War appeared
closer than ever and
the neighborhood was
heavily defined by its
roughness and racism.
It wasn’t until Pallamary
became a father himself
that he finally felt it was
time to leave behind the
only neighborhood he
ever called home.

“At the time my wife
and I, she was 16 and
I was 19, had our first
child T was really un-
happy with the scene in
Boston. There wasalot of
violence and unnecessary
racism, and it was such a
terrible time. We, being
as young as we were and
then havingtwo children,
decided we weren’t going
to stay there,” said the
author.

In 1976, the family
of four packed up all
their belongings and
drove cross-country until
they reached California.
Today Pallamary is a pro-
fessional land surveyor
and resides in San Diego
with his wife of 51 years,
Maureen.

Over 20 years ago Pal-
lamary decided he would
write a book reflecting
the reality of Dorchester
that he knew.

“Iwouldjust write,” he
put it simply. “If some-
thing comes to mind, I

would just capture it.”

Two tactics worked
especially well for the
author during his writing
process.

“I would go back to
Dorchester and just sit
around and listen to
people talk and hear how
they described things,”
said Pallamary. “I used
to go sit in the Erie Pub
and other places and pick
up dialogue.”

In addition to peo-
ple-watching, Pallam-
ary found Facebook a
valuable tool to gather
information and promote
his novel.

“I would post an ex-
cerpt from whatever I
was working on, and I
would run it out there on
Facebook and everyone
was kind of guiding me.
Ivetted the book by Face-
book feedback.” While
thesocial media platform
helped him perfect his
product, it stirred a sense
of longing, too.

“A lot of the nostalgia
might be ringing better
with folks who are alittle
older. I don’t know how
a younger person will
interpret the book,” ad-
mitted Pallamary. “One
ofthe common comments
received is people telling
me they can smell the
urine in Fields Corner
when I describe the
opening scene. That’s a
flattering comment even
as unattractive as it is.

I was trying to capture
the sense and smell and
feeling.”

Sofar, he says, the book
has been well-received.

“Everyone asks me:
‘Was that me?’ No, these
are all composites; these
are just made-up charac-
ters. Some of them have
attributes.”

Earlier this spring
Pallamary hosted book
signing events at the
Barnes & Noblelocations
in Dedham and Hingham
and plans on returning
toward the end of the
summer to host several
more. He is also proud
to share that a sequel is
“already cooking.”

Even more exciting is
the potential to see his
story come to life on the
bigscreen after receiving
an offer from ABC.

“My goal is to put
Dorchester on the map
inapositive way. Nothing
would be more exciting
than taking this thing
to film or possibly a
series,” Pallamary said
in an interview with the
Reporter. “I think we
could put a positive light
on Dorchester. For years
people were embarrassed
to mention Dorchester
but now I think a lot of
people do it with pride.”

Pallamary added: “I
tell everybody it was
the best place in the
world to grow up. Old
Dorchester.”
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125 years of
reaching new heights

Steel Erection | Cranes | Hoists
Rigging | Scaffold | Shoring | Aerial Lifts
Mast Climbers | Bleachers | Warehousing | Safety

www.marrcompanies.com

617.269.7200




dotnews.com May 30, 2024 THE REPORTER DORCHESTER DAY SUPPLEMENT Page 23B

g PATRIOTS

CELEBRATE VOLUNTEERISM

-

Happy Dorchester Day to the people of Boston’s
biggest, most diverse, and dynamic neighborhood.

Have a great parade!

- Patriots Foundation
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A DOT DAY SALUTE TO OUR LOWER MILLS NEIGHBORS

1100 Washington Street, Dorchester, Lower Mills

Now leasing Office/Medical
For leasing information or to tour, contact Louis S. Hadaya, Agent
or Andrea B. Hadaya 617-595-7650 rentals@newburyassociates.com

. Delta Physical Therapy Bay State Banner

Home Of' Pinnacle Rehabilitation Network Affiliate
Beth Israel Lahey Health Orthobiologics Munroe Park Association, Inc.
Erlmall_'y l(\:/lla)re Codman Square Heath Center
RuanIdOG MD Community Services Institute Codman Administrative Offces
L'OEaH Ohm,\‘zg Mary Ledoux, PsyD. LMHC Dir of Clinical Services
Dmt X ul\)//IrIB Pine Street Inn Housing Dept.

atLe Cummins Family Dental

Michelle Cummins DMD

1197 Adams Street
Dorchester, Lower Mills

2284-2290 Dorchester Ave., Lower Mills Space Available
, . _ Newbury Associates
New England Communi ty Services The Pooped Pooch Dunkin’ Donuts
Mark Reeves, President Mark Armour, Proprietor 2290 Dot Ave. 61 7-595-7650
2286-2288 Dot Ave. 2284 Dot Ave. 617-296-3737
617-322-3709 617-322-3183 www.dunkindonuts.com
www.necseervices.or: (] www.thepoopedpooch.com

Now Leasing Available Office Space
HADCO MANAGEMENT LLC Leasing
617-443-9400
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Vietnam veterans gather for a picture at the base of the Dorchester Vietnam Veterans Memorial.

Veterans, families recall 80 from Dot who died in Vietnam

By SETH DANIEL
NEews EpITOR

Alarge crowd gathered
on Memorial Day after-
noon to observe the 37th
annual Vietnam Veterans
Memorial ceremonies at
Dorchester’s permanent
park on Morrissey Bou-
levard to those killed in
the war.

The event featured the
annual reading of the
80 names of residents
of Dorchester from all
branches of the military
who died during the
conflict. Also in atten-
dance were some South
Vietnamese military
veterans, almost all
of whom now live in
Dorchester,who come
every year to show their
respect for the fallen

American soldiers that
they fought alongside 50
years ago.

Coordinator Ed Pi-
mental noted that the
exercises are focused on
the names of the fallen,
with other patriotic ele-
ments like the Pledge of
Allegiance, the National
Anthem, and the South
Vietnamese National
Anthem.

Tuan Tran, who oper-
ates Kimmy Pharmacy
on Dorchester Avenue,
served in the South
Vietnamese military and
was imprisoned after the
war. He said that he and
hisfellow veterans attend
the exercises every year
out of “honor and grati-
tude” to the Americans
who came to Vietnam

to fight.

He added that he and
other former soldiers who
now live in Dorchester
still feel there is more to
dointheir home country,
which they hope to liber-
ate from communist rule
one day.

“We have unfinished
business over there to
bring American democ-
racy to Vietnam, and
one day Vietnam will be
free like America,” Tran
said. “Communists must
goaway. We will continue
until then.”

During the ceremony,
the fallen Dorchester
soldiers’ names were
read, and flowers were
placed by participants at
thebase of the memorial,
per tradition.

Vincent Morrissey sa-
lutes a fallen soldier.
Morrissey was the com-
mander of the former
American Legion Post
1758 in 1980-81.

John Vinh, a South
Vietnamese Air Force
captain, stops in sol-
emn respect for a fallen
Dorchester soldier.

Z. Andy Warot, who
served in Vietnam.

Caretakers of the monument include Lisa Zinck, Mia McCarthy, Diane Zinck, Taylor Crescenzi, Patty

McMahon, and City Councillor John FitzGerald.

Seth Daniel photos

Do Anh Tuan salutes one
of the fallen Dorchester
soldiers.

Vietnam Veteran Willy
Austin, of Dorchester,
salutes after placing
a flower for a fallen
brother.

Jackie McDonough sa-
lutes after placing aflow-
er for a fallen soldier.

Jordan Mitchell recites the ‘Pledge of Allegiance’ as
event coordinator Ed Pimental, Rich Dobbyn (her
grandfather), and Francis Cahill stand in salute.
Dobbyn and Cahill have read the names of the fallen
for all 37 years of the ceremony.



Page 26B THE REPORTER DORCHESTER DAY SUPPLEMENT May 30, 2024 dotnews.com

1420 DOT AVE DORCHESTER BREWING COMPANY

NEPONSET WHARF DOT BLOCK

Happy Dot Day to all of
our Dorchester friends
and neighbors!

1121 O AVE R E FLATS ON SAVIN
DORCHESTER

We love Dorchester, and we're proud to have
been designing and building here since 2005.

1175 DOT AVE www.rodearchitects.com SAVIN HILL CORNER MARKET

247 HANCOCK STREET 233 HANCOCK STREET

1153 WASHINGTON STREET
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Proud to Celebrate Dorchester.

SullyMac is proud to support the incredible neighborhood
of Dorchester. Happy Dorchester Day!

Get there hetter. Together.

“Whatever affects one directly, affects all indirectly. 1 can never be what I ought to be
until you are what you ought to be. This is the interrelated structure of reality.”
- Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

Celebrating Dorchester and all of its neighborhoods.

TRINITY TRINITY
FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT

g
TREADMARK -ITAW.) LO the carruth

Standing for Community, Diversity, Unity and Justice.
Happy Dorchester Day!
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.‘IG RATULATIONS

ON 40 YEARS
& THANK YOU!

For celebrating Dorchester,
for sharing our stories, for
printing the news!

From the entire team at
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