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Wu, soccer team ink 10-year White Stadium lease deal

By BiLL Forry
Executive EDITOR

Mayor Wu signed a 10-year lease
and cooperation agreement with the
leadership of the Boston Unity Soccer
Partners (BUSP) on Monday morning
in a deal that Wu said will transform
the outdated city-owned White Stadium
into a state-of-the-art facility shared by
Boston Public School student-athletes
and Boston’s new pro soccer women’s
team.

Work to prepare the site for a mas-
sive renovation project— including
the demolition of parts of the current
stadium— will begin in January, the
mayor said. The deal commits that
the facility will be ready for use for the
start of the 2026 spring soccer season—
with the full project completed by the
fall of 2026.

Wu has come under mounting pres-
sure after disclosures that the cost of
modernizing the stadium has grown

substantially in recent weeks and
months, with an estimated $91 million
contribution— up from $50 million
initially— needed from city coffers.
The soccer team will fund “more
than half of the construction costs,” Wu
confirmed on Monday. It will also pay
$400,000in annual rent over a ten-year
term— a fee that will rise 3 percent each
subsequent year— and has agreed to
share a portion of advertising, naming
rights, and concession proceeds.

Boston Unity has also promised to
contribute $500,000 to a “community
annual fund” that will be “distributed
to local organizations.” And one dollar
from every pro soccer game ticket will
beused tofund improvements to Frank-
lin Park under the lease arrangement.

“Delivering excellent education for
BPS students includes ensuring the
fullest accessto sports, arts, and enrich-
ment of every kind across the city. White

(Continued on page 16)

Dot skaters excel in Mayor’s Cup play

Bantam A team
wins shootout

thriller vs. tough
Townies squad

By SETH DANIEL
NEews EpITOR

The Mayor’s Cup ice
hockey tournament
moved into full swing
last week with boys and
girls in the Dorchester
Youth Hockey (DYH)
program playing rivals
from across the city at a
number of rinks.

Hosted by the Boston
Parksand Recreation De-
partment with support
from the Boston Bruins
Foundation and P&G
Gillette, the Mayor’s Cup
is a holiday tradition for
the city’s young hockey
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players that celebrates
community, sportsman-
ship, and a community’s
love for hockey.

On Tuesday night,
Dot’s Bantam A Chiefs

Dorchester Goalie Jack Connelly had an outstanding game and turned back
the final shot by Charlestown to secure the win last Tuesday. Below, DYH par-
ent Chali’naru Dones, who is associated with the Boriken Taino indigenous
tribe, blew into a traditional conch shell to celebrate a goal by the Bantams.
Seth Daniel photos

(ages 13-14) notched a
thrilling victory at UMa-
ss Boston’s Barry Rink,
besting a tough Charles-
town squad in ashootout.
There has always been a
heated rivalry between
the two programs, and
this proved to be one
of the better games in
the tournament’s early

going, especially given
the 7-1 drubbing the
Townies had dealt to the
Dorchester team a few
weeks earlier.

Play started out in
Dorchester’s favor when
John LeBlanc and Finn
Flaherty scored quick
goals in the first period
as the Chiefs barraged
Charlestown’s goalie

with breakaways and
sniper shots the rest of
the period as well.

But just when it ap-
peared the game was
going to get out of hand,
Charlestown buried a
shot early in the second
period that wriggled by
Dorchester goalie Jack
Connelly. The momen-

(Continued on page 10)

Building of 7 stories, 22 apartments
is pitched for Four Corners property

By SETH DANIEL
News EpiTor

Aproposal tobuild aseven-story
building in Four Corners drew a
mix of support and reservations
from neighbors who participated
in a Dec. 4 virtual meeting hosted
by the Boston Planning Dept.

The Webster family, longtime
owners of the existing Down Home
Delivery restaurant at 2-8 Bowdoin
St., hopes to replace the current
building with a new structure
that would contain 22 housing
units and an updated ground-level
eatery.

“As some of you know, Four
Corners hasbeen adepressed pass-
through commercial node for quite
some time and it sits squarely be-
tween Codman Square and Grove
Hall,” said Gary Webster, the lead
proponent. “We have designed and
plan to permit a project designed to

i

Rendering shows an exterior view of a proposed building at 2-8 Bow-

doin St. in Dorchester as shown during a recent Boston Planning
Dept. meeting. Image courtesy Stack +Co, LLC/Webster Enterprises LLC

be the crowning building of Four
Corners. We want it to be a part
of this overall regeneration and
revitalization of this entire area.”

The proposal includes a mix of
one-bedroom and two-bedroom

apartments on floors 2-7 with a
balcony on the seventh floor and
a roof deck on top. There would
be no parking associated with
the project. A 2,400-square-foot

(Continued on page 6)

City will issue
first batch of

liquor licenses

by end of March

By SETH DANIEL
NEews EpiTor

Some applicants hopingto secure one of the scores of
new liquor licenses set aside for Boston’sunderserved
neighborhoods might need to wait a bit longer for
the city’s decisions on who gets the permits.

In astatement to The Reporter last week, the May-
or’s Office said the review process for applications
submitted by a Dec. 6 deadline will begin in January
with public hearings. All decisions are expected to
be circulated by the end of March, according to a
spokesperson for Mayor Wu.

Some license seekers will likely hear news before
March in a rolling process that could happen sooner
for sections of the city with fewer applicants, like
Mattapan.

The first batch will be the initial outlay from a
complement of 225 new liquor licenses made available
through a state law passed earlier this year.

“For each application,” the statement read, “the
Board will determine if there is a public need for a
license at the proposed location. The Board will then
look to whether there is a license available for which
the applicant qualifies.”

The legislation allows for new licenses of varying
uses — like restricted all-alcohol, beer and wine, un-
restricted all-alcohol, community venue licenses —in
areas that historically have been left woefully short
on permits, such as the Blue Hill Avenue corridor,

(Continued on page 12)

MBTA celebrates

end to ‘slow zones’

CHRIs LisINsK1
StATE HOUSE NEW SERVICE

The same federal regulator who previously called
out the MBTA for major safety lapses on Monday
praised a “new era” at the agency after a year-long
track repair campaign.

Gov. Healey, MBTA General Manager Phil Eng,
and a slew of deputies gathered to celebrate the
elimination of the final slow zone on the subway
system, clearing the way for what they said was the
first morning commute without any stretch of track
subject to speed restrictions in two decades.

The holiday-themed event — one T higher-up in a
Santa costume handed out rail-themed trophies, with
the aid of several employees dressed as elves — was
not limited to state officials.

Joe DeLorenzo, the Federal Transit Administra-
tion’s chief safety officer, trekked up to Boston from
Washington, D.C. to take part in the festivities, where
hedeclared that the milestone “marks a key moment
in the growth and in the effectiveness of the T.”

(Continued on page 15)
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Police, Courts & Fire

5] {5
&

Firefighters responded to 35 Freeport Way in
Dorchester on Sunday night around 11 p.m. for a
fire in a metal-clad building. The BFD reported one
person inside was transported to the hospital with
injuries. BFD photo

Life sentence due for killer
of 77-year-old man in 2018

A Suffolk Superior Court jury last week con-
victed Ramon Rodriguez-Delgado, 48, for stabbing
a 77-year-old man to death in the Franklin Hill
development in 2018. Prosecutors said that Ro-
driguez-Delgado targeted his victim, Marcelino
Perez, for a robbery involving prize money from a
“private lottery.” He faces a mandatory sentence of
life without parole.

A 22-year-old man from Everett, Elijiah Carvalho
awaits faces a dangerousness hearing this week on
charges stemming from his toting of a machine gun
to a Dorchester park, allegedly with the intent of
confrontingrival gangmembers. At hisarraignment
last Thursday in Dorchester court, prosecutors say
he was arrested by members of the Boston Youth
Violence Strike Force after “an incident that had
occurred earlier that day” in the Coleus Park area
of Dorchester.

“Officers received a description of the person as
wearing ablack balaclavaand a distinctive gray Nike
‘tech’ sweatshirt with a black zipper and black Nike
logo,” according to DA Kevin Hayden’s office, who
said the officers, matching a description, found the
carryinga “9mm Glock 19 fitted with amachine gun
conversion device. The gun had one round in the
chamber and 15 rounds in the high-capacity maga-
zine. The firearm’s serial numbers were obliterated.”

In a statement, Hayden said: “These converted
weapons are alarming both for their firepower and
for their uncontrollability, meaning there’s a dis-
tressing scenario of anyone close to the aim area
being struck and injured, or worse. These officers
acted quickly and with appropriate concern for the
potential danger present here.”

Boston Police arrested a 38-year-old Dorchester
man on Dec. 16 on charges that he stabbed another
man during an armed robbery on Fernboro Street
on Dec. 4. Jason Smith, who was sought on a war-
rant stemming from the assault investigation, was
taken into custody on Devon Street by officers with
the State Police fugitive unit and Boston Police.
The victim suffered non-life-threatening injuries,
according to police.
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Mayor Wu joined other elected officials and community members in Codman Square on Dec. 1 for the

groundbreaking launch of the long-awaited reconstruction of Codman Park, which began on Dec. 9.
The park, situated at Washington Street and Talbot Avenue in front of the historic Second Church of
Dorchester, is slated to see more accessible walkways and the installation of a stage with electricity for
performances and better entry points.

Dominican eatery to replace
BBQ Pit Stop on Morton St.

The Pit Stop restau-
rant, a long-time BBQ
smokehouse on Mor-
ton Street, was sold by
the Debnam family last
spring to a pair of broth-
ers from Jamaica Plain,
who won approvals this
month to open a Domin-
ican-style restaurant at
the site.

Public records showed
that the property sold for
$310,000 in May to Sta-

The former Pit Stop on Morton Street is now “La
Cibaena Esaa Restaurant.”

Seth Daniel photo

matos Family Properties
LLC, controlled by Christ
and George Stamatos of
Centre Street. The Pit
Stop has been a staple
for southern-style BBQ
since 1985 when Law-
rence Jeter opened for
business at the corner of
Evans Street with alarge
meat smoking operation
and a parking lot. Jeter
sold the business and
the building to Darrell

Debnam in 2007 and few
things changed except
moving the smoking op-
erations outside. Inside,
a 450-square-foot eatery
was mostly a stand-
ing-room business with
a few barstools by the
window. The specialties
were ribs, smoked chick-
en, and sides like collard
greens.

The property has been

Courtesy photo

tidied up and outfitted for
a restaurant dubbed ‘La
Cibaena Esaa Restau-
rant’ under manager
Marileydis Cabrera that
will be open seven days a
week from 7 a.m. to mid-
night and will have limit-
ed seating, a steamer, and
counter and preparation
room in the back.
—-SETH DANIEL
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UPCOMING CIVIC MEETINGS AND COMMUNITY EVENTS

The city of Boston trash and recycling col-
lection schedule will be delayed one-day
in Dorchester and Mattapan this week due
to the Christmas holiday. See boston.gov/
trash-day for more information.

The City of Boston Planning Dept. hosts a
virtual public meeting on Mon., Jan. 13,6
p.m.todiscussthe Neighborhood Housing
zoning initiative. Register for the meeting
by logging onto bit.ly/neighborhood-hous-
ing-public-meeting. For more info, go to
bostonplans.org/neighborhood-housing.

The 2025 Project DEEP Celebrate Dorches-
ter calendars are now on sale at College
Hype on Gallivan Boulevard and The Daily
on Savin Hill Ave. The calendars feature
original watercolors by Dorchester artist
Celia McDonough and cost $15 while sup-
plieslast. All proceeds benefit Project DEEP,
which assists neighborhood kidsand teens
with a one-on-one tutoring program and
othereducational supports, including high
school placement assistance, and exam
preps. See projectdeep.org for more info.

Leland Faulkner will present “World of
Wonder,” a shadow-theatre performance
at the JFK Library on Fri., Dec. 27, at 10:30
a.m. This multi-cultural theatrical “feast”
using silhouettes made only with his hands
is called “sophisticated and humorous.”
See jfklibrary.org/celebrate or call 617-
514-1644.

The 26th annual Haitian Independence
Day Gala is Sat., Jan. 4, at 7 p.m. at IBEW
Local 103 in Dorchester. Join us for a
night of music and cultural pride as we

commemorate Haiti>s independence. For
tickets call (617) 417-8421. Proceeds to
support the Toussaint Louverture Cultural
Center (TLCC) of Massachusetts.

Boston Landmarks Orchestra presents a
free “Concert for the New Year” at the
Ray and Joan Kroc Center, 650 Dudley St.,
Dorchester on Sat., Jan. 4, at 4 p.m. Free.
To RSVP go to landmarkorchestra.org.

SEND IN EVENT NOTICES TO
NEWSEDITOR@DOTNEWS.COM
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Troubled ﬁnances mark life’s turn for Fernandes Anderson

By WALTER WUTHMANN
WBUR

The expenses in the
audit reports of Boston
City Councillor Tania
Fernandes Anderson’s
campaign committee
could be mistaken for
charges on a large fami-
ly’scredit card: $1,630.65
ataBdJ’s Wholesale Club;
$17 at Taco Bell; $410 at
Restaurante Cesaria in
Dorchester.

The state Office of
Campaign and Political
Finance flagged these
expenses and numerous
others, saying it needed
more documentation.
The councillor eventu-
ally complied — noting
that the BdJ’s groceries
in June of 2023 were for
amigrant food drive. But
Fernandes Anderson has
nearly 70 audit letters
and reviews in her file
going back to 2021, far
more than is typical, ac-
cording to specialists in
campaign finance. Many
ofthelettersrepeat prior
requests that had gone
unanswered.

Public records re-
viewed by WBUR por-
tray a councillor who has
faced years of financial
turmoil. That strain
seeped into her political
life, with shoddy record-
keeping, rule violations,
and the involvement of
family in her financial
affairs, allegedly culmi-
natingin a cash payment
that prosecutors say was
illegal.

Fernandes Ander-
son was arrested on a
half-dozen federal cor-
ruption charges earlier
this month. Prosecutors
allege that on June 9,
2023, one day after the
trip to Taco Bell, Fer-
nandes Anderson took
a $7,000 cash kickback
from a staffer in a City
Hall bathroom.

She employed the kick-
back scheme at a time
when she was trying to
pay off debts, the indict-
ment alleges. But rather
than find alegal meansto
come up with funds, she
“chose to violate her fi-
duciary duty and defraud
the city of Boston,” US
Attorney for Massachu-
setts Joshua Levy said.
Fernandes Anderson has
pleaded not guilty.

As recently as last
month, she was work-
ing to resolve campaign
finance infractions with
state regulators.

InMassachusetts, pub-
lic officials can use the
cash from their campaign
funds on anything that
enhances their “polit-
ical future” and is not
“primarily for personal
use.” There are certain
reporting requirements,
and in Fernandes Ander-
son’s case, it appears she
was often delinquent.

There were payments
filed with missing details:
$500 for a youth can-
vasser whose name was
illegible; $35 to a man
for an unclear reason;
a $100 “donation” to a
person whose name was
unclear. There werelarge
purchases without ex-

Councillor Tania Fernandes Anderson leaves federal
court in Boston after her arraignment on public
corruption charges on Friday, Dec. 6.

planation at Walgreen’s,
Stop & Shop, and Target.

“It’s striking, particu-
larly in Massachusetts,
where therules are fairly
weak, that she felt that
she didn’t even have to
bother to give any sort
of explanation,” said
Daniel Weiner, director
of the elections and gov-
ernment program at New
York University’s Bren-
nan Center for Justice.
“In fact, there might be
aplausible connection for
some of these purchases.”

Fernandes Anderson
had entrusted her cam-
paign finance account to
her 25-year-old son, Lou-
is Roca, who, she says, is
servinginthe US Marine
Corps. She named him
treasurerin May 2023 af-
ter she had to fire him as
acouncil staffer the prior
year, because employing
her son and sister on
her staff broke the state
conflict-of-interest law.

She was fined $5,000
by the State Ethics com-
mission in July 2023 for
those violations.

Roca’s name is on a
number of the audit
letters. After uncovering
months of missing depos-
it reports and expendi-
ture information, state
regulators ordered the
councillor to remove him
from that position, too,
according to a resolution
letter filed in November.

Fernandes Anderson
declined to answer specif-
icquestions for this story
through her attorney,
Scott Lauer.

“We will respond to the
allegations against her at
the appropriate time and
place,” Lauer said in a
statement. “Until then,
we hope that the public
will respect the presump-
tion of innocence and
refrain from rushing to
judgment until all the
facts are known.”

Roca could not be
reached for comment.

In court documents,
federal investigators say
Fernandes Anderson was
in a deep financial bind
in early to mid 2023. She
earns a $115,000 annual
salary as a councillor,
yet prosecutors allege
she was missing rent
and car payments, and
incurring bank overdraft
fees because of low daily
bank balances.

In public records, and
by her own official telling,
there were many lean
years before she was

Jesse Costa/ WBUR photo

elected to the city council
in 2021.

Her childhood was
marked by poverty and
instability. She grew up
as an undocumented
immigrant and became
a naturalized citizen in
2019. According to her
council bio, she moved to
the United States from
Cape Verde at age 10 to
live with her mother in
a Roxbury public hous-
ing project. She recalled
that her first encounter
with city government
occurred when she was
12, after she helped
emergency responders
deliver her aunt’s baby
at home. She received an
award for her efforts from
then-Mayor Ray Flynn.

She graduated from the
John D. O’Bryant High
School of Mathematics
and Science and attended
Springfield College. In
2013, she founded No-
ah’s Advocate, a mental
health provider. Filings
with the Secretary of
State’s office show the
business was dissolved in
2017. She then was hired
as executive director for
two years of Bowdoin/
Geneva Main Streets
and worked there for
two years at a salary of
$36,875 before she was
elected to the city council.

In the federal indict-
ment, prosecutors high-
lighted the $5,000 ethics
fine they allege she was
struggling to pay. But
there appear to be other
personal arrears as well.
In 2018, a debt collector
filed a complaint in Bos-
ton Municipal Court,
alleging that Fernandes
Anderson had defaulted
ona$10,500loan and still
owed more than $8,300.

She also owes $19,000
on a $35,000 loan from
what appears to be a
student loan provider,
according to her 2023
financial disclosure form
filed with the Boston City
Clerk. She writes in the
disclosure that she’s in
a payment deferral pro-
gram. She does not list
any assets.

She has said that she
raised her two sons and
more than a dozen fos-
ter children as a single
mother. Her husband,
Tanzerius Anderson, is
serving a life sentence
in prison after his con-
viction of a murder in
Brighton in 2002.

Winninga City Council
seat in 2021 gave her ac-

cesstoa 51x—ﬁgure salary
and to campaign funds
that are lightly regulat-
ed. A recurring quip in
Massachusetts political
circles is that fundrais-
ing accounts of public
officials are often used as
“personal slush funds,”
but it appears Fernandes
Anderson played particu-
larly fast and loose, from
the mounting audits to
the hiring of her son.

“That sort of nepo-
tism is actually fairly
common, all the way up,
obviously, to presidential
campaigns,” said Wein-
er, the Brennan Center
campaign finance expert.
But he noted, “Years of
non-compliance is un-
usual.”

Weiner noted that Mas-
sachusetts has relative-
ly toothless campaign
finance laws. In other
states, he said, “a regu-
lator at that point would
hopefully have the au-
thority and inclination
to take more serious
action.”

Fernandes Anderson
resolved her campaign
finance compliance is-
sues in an agreement
with state officials in No-
vember. She filed nearly
$33,000 of late deposit
reports, purged $1,750
in excess contributions,
and agreed toremove her
son from the campaign
committee.

But much bigger legal
troubles are only just

beginning for her. And
they come at a cost. She
received representation
in the federal case from
Lauer, a public defender,
at her first court appear-
ance. But the judge later
ruled she must cover part
of the cost of her defense
—and ordered her to pay
$5,000 by next month.

Jacquetta Van Zandt is
aBoston political analyst
who hosts a video pod-
cast called “Politics and
Prosecco.” She’s also a
homeownerin Fernandes
Anderson’s district, and
hasknown her since high
school. She said she was
“shocked” by the kick-
back allegations, espe-
cially after the councillor
was already under scruti-
ny for campaign finance
and ethics violations.

“My honest takeis, she
had all the opportunities
to be successful as a city
councillor and she chose
to make many choices
that would have conse-
quences that would be
not only detrimental to
her career, but detrimen-
tal to that district,” Van
Zandt said.

Fernandes Anderson is
facing callstoresign from
Boston Mayor Michelle
Wu, City Council Presi-
dent Ruthzee Louijeune,
and multiple councillors,
one of whom, Ed Flynn
of South Boston, has
proposed creating a coun-
cil ethics committee to
“ensure that we will be

City of Boston
Planning

in compliance and know
what the rules and laws
are.”

So far, Fernandes An-
derson says she has no
plans to step down. In
an interview, she said
she isn’t taking her col-
leagues’ publiccomments
personally. “Politics is
interesting,” she said.
“People will apologize
behind the scenes, and 1
say ‘That’s OK, I forgive
you, be patient, allow due
process.’”

She received some
warm greetings from
supporters at her first
public meeting after be-
ing arrested and chatted
amicably with colleagues.

Imam Abdullah
Faaruugq, of Roxbury, was
among those supporting
her. He said he’s known
Fernandes Anderson for
20 years and believes she
fights hard for the neigh-
borhoods sherepresents.
“Shestill haswork todo,”
hesaid. “She’s concerned
with theissues of concern
for the people of Roxbury
in particular.”

But other constituents
are disappointed. As her
former classmate Van
Zandt sees it, “She just
didn’t play the game
right.”

This story was pub-
lished by WBUR on De-
cember 18. The Reporter
and WBUR share content
though a media partner-
ship.

VIRTUAL PUBLIC MEETING

Department

6:00 PM - 7:30 PM

DESCRIPTION:

HOUSING

Register: bit.ly/neighborhood- E

housing-public-meeting

Toll Free: (833) 568 - 8864

Meeting ID: 160 671 3437

NEIGHBORHOOD

The Boston Planning Department will host a virtual public
meeting on Monday, January 13, 2025, from 6:00-7:30 pm to
present the Neighborhood Housing zoning initiative. We will
share high-level principles and expected zoning updates
designed to simplify common renovations and additions,
make rules easier to follow, and ensure they align with
neighborhood character and Boston’s future goals.

Interpretation will be provided in Spanish, Cantonese,
Mandarin, Vietnamese, Haitian Creole, and Cape Verdean
Creole. Additional interpreting services and document
translation services are available upon request at no cost to
you. Please request interpreting services no later than 5 days

Website:

bostonplans.org/
neighborhood-housing

before the meeting date.

Mail to: Will Cohen
Planning Department
One City Hall Square, 9th Floor
Boston, MA 02201

Phone: 617.918.4450

Email: will.cohen@boston.gov

BostonPlans.org | @@BostonPlans

Teresa Polhemus, Executive Director /Secretary
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ENROLLMENT

RUNS FROM

NOVEMBER 1
UNTIL JANUARY 23

2025

Financial help
Low premiums

Access to care

L,
¥

COVERAGE FOR
EVERY STAGE OF
YOUR LIFE

No matter where you are in your career or life—whether you've just graduated, are
on a budget, have lost your health coverage, or are self-employed—we have plans
for every stage of life. Plans from the Massachusetts Health Connector provide
access to care, protecting you from big bills if you are sick or injured. Our low-cost
plans offer annual check-ups, wellness programs, and screenings at no extra cost.
Financial help is also available. Easily compare plans with the Massachusetts Health
Connector and find the best plan for your right now.

r @ HEALTH
CONNECTOR

Visit MAhealthconnector.org or call 1-877-MA-ENROLL.




dotnews.com

December 26, 2024

THE REPORTER

Page 5

City planners unveil ‘design vision’ processes at meeting in Mattapan

By SETH DANIEL
NEews Epitor

The Wu administration an-
nounced a number of planning
initiatives during the Great-
er Mattapan Neighborhood
Council (GMNC) meeting on
Dec. 2, framing them as “the
next wave” of changes envi-
sioned by city planners that
willinclude a resident-powered
planning and design academy
and a new glossary for Urban
Design.

The programs were intro-
duced by Planning Department
leaders Diana Fernandez
Bibeau and Adam Johnson as
coming out of “Boston Design
Vision” planning and commu-
nity conversations that led to
a draft report that was later
approved by the Boston Plan-
ningand Development Agency
(BPDA) Board on Dec. 5.

Though most of the vision
is broad-based and academ-
ically presented, one of the
easier-to-grasp elementsisthe
People’s Planning and Design
Academy,” which, Bibeau
said is a six-week education
program held twice a year
in-person and online. The
city is preparing to put out a
Request for Proposals (RFP)
in early 2025 for consultants
to lead the planning for the
Academy, with the first class
to be in place next spring.

“We want to capture at least
oneresident from every neigh-
borhoodintheclass for the first
cohort,” she said. “Our goal is
to bring design and planning
to more people in the city and
share the knowledge we’re
operating within.”

Diana Fernandez Bibeau talks purpose: “Bring design and
planning to more people in the city and share the knowledge

we’re operating within.”

Bibeau explained the exer-
cise has been about creating
long-term visions based on
what people want the com-
munity to look like, smell like,
and be like.

“When we approach urban
design, it’s important to have
community conversations to
know what is there and what
isvaluable, what do we want to
keep,” said Bibeau, the deputy
chief of Urban Planning. “It’s
areflection of values and value
statements to guide the work
we do.”

Added GMNC Chair Fatima
Ali-Salaam: “We’re the only
community that has been
through this zoning process
and have had things approved
that we wanted. We need to
startincorporating theseideas
forthe benefit of everyonethat
lives here and works here.”

.

PEM LAI NIEM VUL.
KHONG PHAI RUI RO.

X0 s6 khong danh cho tré em va thanh
thiéu nién.

Hay tim hiéu thém tai

The MA Problem Gambling

Helpline

800-327-5050

Mattapan has been first for
most of the administration’s
design initiatives because they
worked through the PLAN
Mattapan planning process
early on and included Squares
+ Streets frameworks within
that plan - outlines that are
only now being worked out in
other neighborhoods.

“We don’t want this Design
Vision and draft report to just
be published and put on a shelf
or sit on our website,” said
Johnson, an urban planner.
“We want it to have legs and
become implemented in the
next five years.”

Thedraft process waslargely
a clinical exercise, with even
the GMNC presentation being
more like a college classroom
lecture than a community
meeting. However, Bibeau
noted, the process did come up

with four principles that will
be embedded in future review
and development processes in
shaping how the city asa whole
is built out going forward:

*Design from Understand-
ing — Getting to understand
a community is about more
than observing its physical
characteristics.

*Design for the Future —
What is built today and tomor-
row should ensure that Boston
and its communities thrive
long into the future.

*Design Beyond the Bound-
ary — Every project impacts,
and in turn, it is impacted by
the world around it.

*Design the Details — Good
design works to center culture
and identity to inform out-
comes that anchor a sense of
belonging.

Those pillars exist to help
planners and residents find
best practices in neighbor-
hoods on everything from
open space usage to the use of
stoops as community gathering
spacesin denseneighborhoods.
The process will also include
a Neighborhood Characteris-
tics Analysis, and an audit of
the resources and amenities
already available in each neigh-
borhood.

Those two pieces would be a
resource for developers coming
intoneighborhoods they aren’t
familiar with, and a way for
them to get up to speed and
not encroach on the values of
existing neighborhoods, said
Johnson.

Another end-product is the
Urban Design Glossary, a doc-
ument available to the public

to define the terms often used
by plannersthat are frequently
misunderstood by the public.

Mattapan resident Barbara
Crichlow applauded the con-
versation but cautioned that
the city should not infringe
on the uniqueness of Boston’s
existing architectural design.
She said some of the designs
she’s seen in the Seaport Dis-
trict of South Boston should
be avoided.

“I hope in all this planning
we don’t lose our history,” she
said. “We have a lot of history
and when a developer comes
in with a big idea. we have to
figure out how they fit into
our city because many of these
developers aren’t from here...
Let’s make sure we maintain
the history and what brought
us and others to Boston.”

Ali-Salaam asked if the
Design Vision would be used
on the reconstruction of Blue
Hill Avenue in Mattapan and
Dorchester when that com-
mences, and what that might
look like.

“The first thing we would
do is go through and do the
Neighborhood Characteristics
Analysis, which is part of de-
sign through understanding —
what’sherealready and what’s
valuable in this space,” said
Bibeau. “Step two would be
looking beyond the boundary
and seeing what the design
would mean for any ripple
effects on side streets and
storefronts.”

The GMNC will meet nexton
Monday, Jan. 6.

Codman Square
A Health Center

CODMAN OFFERS COMPREHENSIVE, CULTURALLY HUMBLE
HEALTH CARE TO ALL — REGARDLESS OF SEX, GENDER,
RACE, RELIGION, IMMIGRATION STATUS, OR ABILITY TO PAY.

PRIMARY CARE . URGENT CARE - PEDIATRICS . PRE-NATAL CARE « NUTRITION

EYE CARE -

DENTAL . BEHAVIORAL HEALTH -

PHARMACY .

RADIOLOGY - LAB

COMPLEX CARE « X-CLINIC - FINANCIAL SERVICES « COMMUNITY RESOURCES

CODMAN SQUARE HEALTH CENTER, 637 WASHINGTON ST., DORCHESTER, MA 02124 | (617) 822-8271| CODMAN.ORG
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‘Heads Up, Boston’ seeks to reach teenagers on mental health matters

By Cassipy MCNEELEY
REPORTER STAFF
On Dec. 3, Mayor Wu and the Boston Public
Health Commission (BPHC) announced the launch
of “Heads Up, Boston,” a new campaign created
to destigmatize discussion of mental health issues
among Boston youth.

Led by the
BPHC’s Center for
Behavioral Health
and Wellness, the
program seeks to
encourage teens to
speak up and dis-
cuss their concerns
with each other.

“This campaign
was backed up by
the Health of Bos-
ton Mental Health
Report that came
out,” said Samara
Grossman, direc-
tor of the center.
“Before that, even,
we saw there are
intense mental
health needs rising
for youth as well as
everyone in Bos-
ton.”

She added, “For
youth in particu-
lar, there has been
a heightened in-
crease of persistent
sadness, anxiety, suicidal thinking, and a feeling of
overwhelming stress in general. From that, we un-
derstood that something needs to be done.”

That something is the campaign that officially
launched on Dec. 5 at a one-day “pop-up” for high
school students between 14 and 19 years old who
gathered near Downtown Crossing. There, they
received free merch, enjoyed musical performances,
and were told about various mental health resources.

“I want [the teens] to take away a feeling of being
supported and seen and actually having fun,” said
Grossman. “What we want them to do is feel even
freer to talk about their mental health with each

e

19-year-old Taylah Peterson,
a youth choir member at the
Hamilton-Garrett Center for
Music and Arts was the first of
a series of performers to sing
at the pop-up event.

Teens gathered around to sign the Heads Up pledge
promising to take care of themselves, others, and
everyone. Cassidy McNeeley photos

other explicitly, and to be able to give each other
support and resources.”

Throughout the event, some 200 teens entered the
shop and pledged to take care of themselves, others,
and everyone. Thanks to Argus, a Boston-based mar-
keting agency, the storefront was filled with apparel,
accessories, and messages that further emphasized
the campaign’s goal of inspiring youth to have those
tough conversations.

Not only did the teens leave with t-shirts, socks,
sweatshirts, bracelets, tote bags, and note pads, but
they also took with them the encouragement to dis-
cuss how they are doing and what they are feeling.

“I would be hopeful that teens got to take away
that you can be who you are in whatever shape, color,
form that is and there’s a space for you. The city is

Building of 7 stories, 22 apartments
is pitched for Four Corners property

thinking about you, we want to hear your voice,”
said Dr. Kevin Simon, chief Behavioral Health Officer
for BPHC.

Both Simon and Grossman feel that this genera-
tion can change how mental health is discussed and
addressed.

“I’'m excited about seeing how much better young
people are at expressing themselves as it pertains
to mental and emotional wellness than older pop-
ulations,” Simon told The Reporter. “I’'m hopeful
that as they transition into post-high school years,
they recognize they are in charge and empowered by
speaking and using their voice.”

Taylah Peterson, a 19-year-old youth choir member
at the Hamilton-Garrett Center for Music and Arts,
took part in the conversations. “I’'m very in touch
with my peers and I think mental health is a very
bigissue, especially when it comes to people my age,”
said Peterson, who lives in Dorchester. “Sometimes
they feel like they don’t have the resources, or they
feel alone. I came to this event to perform and to let
everybody know that they’re not alone.”

As Peterson’s voice echoed through the packed
storefront, 15-year-old Jormanny felt inspired. “I feel
like the event is driving a positive impact, especially
with the resources that they have. If you spread those
resources, it’s like a domino effect.”

Those same resources can be found online at
headsupboston.org, which also features a section for
parents and caregivers on how to support their teens.

“Mental health is not just one thing,” said Simon.
“The environment I’m from, the neighborhood I'm
from, the resources, financial or otherwise that my
family does or does not have, the food, the educational
environment, the literal access to providers, be that
a pediatrician or therapist, all that impacts one’s
mental health.”

He explained that last March, a youth risk behav-
ioral health survey revealed that young people of
color and thoseinthe LGBTQ+ community had even
higher levels of anxiousness and negative thoughts.
The survey also suggests that these populations were
the least likely to reach out for help and that they
did not know where to find resources.

Simon is hopeful the pop-up shop allowed teens of
color and various sexual identities to seek that help.

“We want to help everybody,” said Simon. “Whether
you are in the South End, Roslindale, Dorchester,
Hyde Park, or Eastie, we want to help.”

(Continued from page 1)

first-floor commercial
space would house the
revamped Down Home
Restaurant.

Residents and mer-
chants who spoke during
the virtual meeting were
largely impressed with
the look and vibe of the
building, but several
people raised concerns.

“If you put a building
of that height, it sets a
precedent for the other
buildings in the area,”
said Danah Tench, chair
of the Greater Chamber-
lain Neighborhood Asso-
ciation. “We could end
up with this tunnel-like

closed off feel for our
very small neighborhood
center.

“Even if this building
is the only seven-story
building here, I think
it would look incredibly
odd,” she continued. “I
think it could still be a
crown jewel at a lower
height.”

Joyce Harvey, co-chair
of the Harvard-Wash-
ington Neighborhood
Association, agreed. “I
feel it could be too claus-
trophobic and closing in
on us,” she said.

Neighbor Elizabeth
Mitchell said part of the
reservations lie not so

much in the Websters’
project, which has al-
ready been vetted by
abutters and other civic
leaders, but in what the
future might be under
the city’s new Squares
+ Streets initiative, a
controversial re-zoning
effort that includes Four
Corners and Codman
Square.

“I think it’s important
for the community to get
a good understanding of
what Squares + Streets
will be, so we don’t have
seven-story buildings
on every corner,” said
Mitchell. “I do think hav-
ing this building on this

corner at this height is
great because it becomes
the centerpiece for Four
Corners.”

Caltor McLean, whore-
cently re-opened a block
of storefronts across the
street from the Webster
property, praised the
plan and pledged his full
support.

“I welcome the height
because it’s the crown
we’ve been expecting to
come,” he said. “I am
very appreciative be-
cause Gary is an African
American family man
who has invested his
time and money into the
community. They could

Everyone’s House Has a History
Curious to know about yours?

Request a House History from the
Dorchester Historical Society!

Our volunteer researchers use extensive online resources
to look for information about the original owner, year of
consfruction, previous occupants, and more, for houses

in Dorchester and Mattapan. A written report documents
their findings for you.

Go to www.dorchesterhistoricalsociety.org and click
House History dropdown to request individual house
research and see completed histories.
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Rendering shows an exterior view of a proposed

building at 2-8 Bowdoin St. in Dorchester as shown

during a recent Boston Planning Dept. meeting.
Image courtesy Stack +Co, LLC/Webster

have easily packed it
up and let someone else
develop it and taken his
funds and moved on...
It’sjust what we’rereally
looking forward toin this
community.”

Stafford Lewis, aboard
member of Greater Four
Corners Action Coalition,
said he understands
concern about height,
but he still supports the
proposal.

“Iwill shift my support
to the project because
from a business per-
spective...I understand
how dollars work,” he
said. “I understand the
trepidation some have
but with the necessary
restraints and controls
inplace for other projects
coming down the pike,
we would have the nec-
essary engagement and
understandingthat those
projects would have to
have some limitations.”

Lewis, who works in
construction, was more
concerned about how
jobs on the project will be

Enterprises LLC

filled, particularly since
union members from the
Carpenters union and
Ironworkers Local 7 had
advocated at the meeting
for using union labor.

“I see the unions are
lookingto feast at this ta-
ble and I hope this would
be a community-driven
project and people of Four
Corners would have to
get these temporary con-
struction jobs,” he said.

Local 7 Business Agent
Tom Pecoraro said they
have members in the
community.

“We have plenty of Bos-
ton residents that live in
the Four Corners area,”
he said. “It’s not like this
wouldbe New Hampshire
people working there,”
he said.

The comment period
for the project ended on
Dec. 13, but it remains
under review in the Plan-
ning Department’s Small
Project Article 80 review
process.
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News about people
in and around our Neighborhoods

Keefe, Lee hailed as ‘visionaries’ by business leaders group

The two principals of
Trinity Financial, Inc. -
James Keefe and Patrick
Lee — were honored last
week at an event at the
Boston Harbor Hotel
hosted by A Better City,
a multi-sector group of
business leaders. The
two men, both of whom
live or have lived in
Dorchester for decades,
were presented with the
organization’s Norman
B. Leventhal Excellence
in City Building Award.

Keefe and Lee were
cited for Trinity’s work
in revitalizing public
housing developments
in East Boston and Rox-
bury, along with their
projects in Dorchester,

including the Carruth
and Treadmark build-

ingsin Ashmont. Trinity
was also the developer

that revitalized a former
chronic disease hospital

Kate Dineen, president & CEO, A Better City; James
Keefe, Patrick Lee, Distinguished Leader awardees;
and Jeanne Pinado, treasurer, A Better City and

EVPE Colliers.

campus on River Streetin
Mattapan, including the
Foley Senior Residences,
and what is now the Star
Market on River Street.

The company is cur-
rently planning to build
a'72-unit affordable hous-
ing project at 150 Centre
St. next to Shawmut
station.

Named in memory of
A Better City’s found-
ing director, the award
recognizes “leaders and
innovators who have
made significant con-
tributions to our built

Photo courtesy A Better City

environment,” the group
said in a statement.

Also honored were Dr.
Atyia Martin, founder
and CEO of All Aces
Inc.; John P Sullivan,
chief engineer, Boston
Water and Sewer Com-
mission; Gautam Sund-
aram, practiceleader and
principal, ASLA, Perkins
& Will; and Kishore Va-
ranasi, senior principal
and director of Urban
Design, CBT Architects.
Lieutenant Governor
Kim Driscoll offered
remarks.

Harvard Street’s Khan honored with ‘Live Fierce’ award

Dr. Tanveer Khan (second from right), received the American Heart Association’s Live Fierce Award,
sponsored by Encompass Health Rehabilitation Hospitals, on Dec. 20 at the Dorchester health clinic.
Shown with her (from left) Charles Murphy, president and CEO of Harvard Street Neighborhood Health
Center; Adriene Worthington, vice president of community impact at the American Heart Association;

and David Coggins, CEO of Encompass Health Rehabilitation Hospitals.

Photo by Chris Camire/American Heart Association

Dr. Tanveer Khan, director of clinical quality as-
surance and quality improvement at Harvard Street
Neighborhood Health Center, was presented with
the American Heart Association’s Live Fierce Award
last Friday at a ceremony held at the Dorchester
health clinic.

The award honors those who, like Dr. Khan, help
their communitieslivelonger and healthier lives. The
group said Dr. Khan’s collaboration has been instru-
mental in raising awareness about hypertension and
providing patients with “essential tools.”

“Dr. Khan has empowered countless individuals
in Boston’s under-resourced neighborhoods to take
charge of their health,” said Adriene Worthington,
vice president of community impact at the American
Heart Association. “Her work has not only improved
health outcomes but has also cultivated a sense of
empowerment and resilience in the community.”

Harvard Street Neighborhood Health Center has
worked with American Heart to distribute blood
pressure monitors to patients for at-home tracking.
The clinic has also enhanced its food pantry with
freezers, refrigeration, and shelving, enabling better
access to fresh produce and other healthy foods.

“Dr. Khan is one of those really smart people who
work hard every day and never really expect much
inreturn,” said Charles Murphy, president and CEO
of Harvard Street Neighborhood Health Center. “I
was thrilled when I learned that the American Heart
Association had selected Tanveer for this honor.
She does so much for our community, and she is so
deserving of this honor.”

He owned about 12
acresofland on Pleasant
Street, between Stough-
ton Street and Cottage
Street. Today’s illus-
tration shows the land
he purchased in 1868
shaded in tan, taken
from the 1874 Hopkins
Atlas of Dorchester.

Baker began his sea-
faringlife with his father
at the age of ten, and at
theage of sixteen was put
in charge of a schooner
and sent to the coast of
Maine to buy a cargo of
lumber. He continued
his career as amerchant
seaman, buying and
selling his own cargoes,
until 1838, when he
moved to Boston and
entered into partnership
with Alpheus Hardy,
of Chatham, under the
firm name of Hardy &
Baker. In 1845, Charles

YESTERYEAR ARCHIVE

DORCHESTER HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Captain Ezra Baker

(1811-1876)

J. Morrill, of Boston,
became a member of
the firm, which was
then known as Hardy,
Baker & Morrill. In
1848, Hardy withdrew
from the business, which
was thereafter known
as Baker & Morrill.
Underits several names,
the firm was actively en-
gaged in many branches
of foreign and domes-
tic shipping trade and
owned a considerable
number of ships. The
firm entered into trade
with the East Indies,
China, South America,
San Francisco,and Med-
iterranean ports. As the
shipping business grad-
ually declined, the firm
disposed of its vessels
and took an interested
in several of the pioneer
western railroads, no-
tably the Union Pacific,

o

which Baker was a

his death, in 1876.

Baker’s Dorchester
property was not his
principal residence. He
lived at 413 Broadway in
South Boston. In 1890,
the surviving Baker
heirs set up a trust,
called the Baker Farm
Associates, the purpose
of which was to develop
or sell the Baker farm-
land in Dorchester.

The archive of these
historical posts can be

director at the time of

<

viewed on the blog at
dorchesterhistoricalso-
ciety.org. The society’s
William Clapp House
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month from 11 a.m. to

and James Blake House
are open to the publicon 3 p.m.
the third Sunday of the
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____ Editorial
Mayor Wu delivers

on White Stadium

No big city mayor is ever going to make everyone
happy all of the time. In fact, if they’re doing the job
right, a chunk of the electorate is going to find beef
over something, even if they embrace other elements
of a mayor’s wide-ranging agenda.

Great leaders don’t try to bat a thousand.

So it is that as 2024 turns into election year 2025,
Mayor Wu has amassed her fair proportion of admir-
ers and detractors — most recently for her push to
finalize a deal to modernize White Stadium.

On Monday, Wu answered critics and even allies
who’ve pressed her for details about how this pub-
lic-private partnership with the women’s pro soccer
franchise will work. There’ll always be room to quibble
over the fine print. But the agreement unsealed on
Monday seems to be a sensible, well-framed, and fair
deal for the citizens of Boston—and most importantly,
for city schoolkids who have long been told to settle
for below-average amenities and wait their turn.

The wait for real progress at White Stadium is over,
per Mayor Wu. Love her or not, she deserves credit
for putting the very real powers of her office to work
to resolve a real-world problem in her city that other
leaders decided to punt on or kick down the road for
someone else to figure out.

White Stadium isn’t a shiny trophy on the city’s
waterfront. Franklin Park is a glorious place to many
of us who live here, but it’s not likely high-up on any
tourist’s itinerary.

This is a project that will most directly benefit a
constituency that too often gets kicked to the curb
when the budget rubber hits the road: public school
kids and teens from Dorchester, Roxbury, Mattapan,
and adjacent neighborhoods.

It’s true that the revamped stadium is going to
displace football teams for part of their seasons. But,
it’s also true that the new White Stadium is going to
elevate city athletics in ways that just haven’t been
a priority until now, especially for track and field
and soccer.

The soccer squads of the city’s schools, in particu-
lar, are bulging with talent that deserve a marquee
field with stadium seating that matches our kids’
skills and passion for “the beautiful game.” Anyone
who goes inside a city school knows it’s filled with
kids with roots all over the globe. They’re all crazy
about soccer.

And, on the rare days when our city kids aren’t
dominatingtheir suburban rivalsunder the Dorches-
ter lights, Bostonians can root on the city’s first-ever
women’s pro soccer team, BOS Nation FC, who’ll use
White Stadium for 20 home games per year.

Are there details that still need more scrutiny?
Sure. As Councillor Erin Murphy suggested in reac-
tion to the mayor’s announcement on Monday: “This
project hasthe potential to deliver long-term benefits
to Boston residents, but only if we prioritize equity,
sustainability, and robust public input at every step
of the process.” Absolutely.

We elect mayors to make tough calls. Sometimes
that means pushing through resistance— even if its
well intentioned— to keep the city moving and to fix
long-standing problems. In this instance, Mayor Wu
and her team secured a completion guarantee from
the soccer franchise to ensure this stadium project
gets done even in the unlikely event the league or
team falters. Thanks to Mayor Wu, generations of
Boston kids will use this new facility and enjoy the
thrill of watching their heroines compete in their
own backyard. That’s a helluva holiday present.

-Bill Forry

The Reporter
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Why you should sign-up now

for HealthConnector

By AUDREY MORSE GASTEIER

Last year, Massachusetts launched the largest ex-
pansion in health care affordability since the Health
Connector was first created nearly two decades
ago. As a result, more than 55,000 Massachusetts
residents were able to access more affordable health
insurance this year.

With the rise of the gig economy, people newly
moving into Massachusetts, and individuals tran-
sitioning out of the MassHealth program, more
middle-income residents needed affordable coverage
than ever before.

Massachusetts stepped up to the plate and had
their backs. Thanks to support from Governor
Maura Healey and the state Legislature, in 2024
we broadly increased income eligibility limits in
our flagship ConnectorCare program as part of a
two-year pilot, opening the door to more affordable
coverage to tens of thousands of people. In 2025,
individuals earning up to $75,300 and families
of four earning up to $156,000 can be eligible for
ConnectorCare plans.

Accesstothat coverageisavailable right now, with
Open Enrollment ongoing and the Dec. 23 deadline
for coverage to start the new year coming up soon.

The ConnectorCare program helps pay for month-
ly premiums, includes low co-pays, and eliminates
deductibles and costs for preventative services and
prescriptions for some chronic illnesses like diabe-
tes. Having affordable health insurance opens doors
to accessing services, while also offering financial
stability, and our members noticed and appreciated
the benefits of the ConnectorCare program.

“Beforethisyear’s planrolled out, I was struggling
with the decision to end my mental health treat-
ment due to the cost,” said one new ConnectorCare
member. “I was able to continue treatment this
year, which has helped immensely.”

“I can now go to the doctor without second-guess-
ing how much it will cost me,” said another new
ConnectorCare member. “It’s given me peace of
mind. On my former plan, I was always stressed
about medical bills even for very basic, preventa-
tive tests.”

Today, more than 340,000 people have health
insurance through the Health Connector, more
than ever before, and nearly 300,000 of those peo-
ple are in a ConnectorCare plan. We know that the
way people make a living will continue to evolve,
but more than ever, we can assure Massachusetts
residents that the Health Connector is ready and
able to deliver affordable health coverage to those
who need it.

Letter to the Editor
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Everyone in
Massachusetts
should have health
insurance that is not
only affordable, but
provides easy and low-
cost access to health
care, like annual
checkups, specialized
care, prescription
medications, and
emergency services.

Thisincludes people
who are in our gig or
creative economies,
branchingout on their
own and creatingtheir
own small business,
and others who work
independently and
don’treceive coverage
from an employer. These workers keep our commu-
nities buzzing and we need to ensure they too can
enjoy the peace of mind that comes from affordable
health coverage.

With expanded income limits in ConnectorCare,
we are talking to more middle-income families in
communities across the state, including making
available information and access to in-person sup-
port from our local Navigators during a series of
pop-up enrollment events across Massachusetts.

Our message is simple: regardless of your job or
your lifestyle, we’ve got a plan for you.

Open Enrollment is happening now and runs
through Jan. 23, 2025. However, the deadline to
start the New Year with coverage is Dec. 23 so
now is the time to take action and to sign up now
before the holidays.

People can apply for ConnectorCare or other
Health Connector coverage at MAhealthconnector.
org, which includes location information for our
community Navigator locations. Local Navigators
like Upham’s Corner Health Center in Dorchester
are part of the backbone of the Health Connector.
They are enrollment experts available to provide
walk-in assistance in multiple languages.

Whether you are new to Massachusetts, working
independently, or need health insurance for any
reason, there is no better time to get covered than
right now, and we’ve got a plan for you.

Audrey Morse Gasteier is Executive Director of
the Massachusetts Health Connector.

Audrey Morse Gasteier

How about a women’s health
center at the Carney campus?

To the Editor:

Strokes, cervical cancer, and opioid overdose are
threatening the lives of residents of Dorchester,
Mattapan, and Hyde Park. And a mere twenty
minutes away, researchers deliver cutting-edge
cancer and heart disease therapies.

Year over year, offices in the city and state publish
health reports summarizing the disenfranchise-
ment of economic and educational opportunities at
the center of health inequities in Boston’s minority
neighborhoods. During the pandemic, the bleak
reality portrayed in these reports served as a driver
for change. Only a few years later, the enthusiasm
and promise of investment has all but disappeared.

At the center of those statistics are women, chil-
dren, and families experiencing senseless casualties
in one of the nation’s wealthiest cities. These resi-
dents of Boston have faces, fears, and aspirations.
They help grow the food that gets to our table, pick
up our trash, and clean our hospitals and homes.

Neglect undoubtedly played a role in how easily
top officials closed Carney Hospital. But we have
a chance to give new life to our neighbors who are
equally deserving of access to the fundamental
services they help maintain.

The former Carney Hospital property sits on
nearly 12 acres of land and presents a tremendous
opportunity to establish programs that will posi-
tively impact generations of residents. We envision
a campus reimagined into one that provides four
services: women’s health and preventative educa-
tion, urgent care, behavioral health, and job and
skills training.

Education, employment opportunities, and pre-
ventative health access are key to economic mobility

and to leading a productive and fulfilling life. The
Carney site can sit at the center of the significant
investment that needs to be made.

While women live longer than men, they are not
necessarily living better. They are more vulnera-
ble to conditions such as thyroid disease and most
affected by conditions like cancer, cardiovascular
disease, and depression. Their anatomical and
hormone differences call for specialized care and
treatment catered to their biology.

Also, women live nearly half their lives outside
of reproductive years, yet most health initiatives
are geared toward reproductive health.

We envision a center in the heart of Dorchester
addressing the lives of women throughout their
lifespan and providing services from breast and
cervical health, to heart disease treatment and
prevention, as well as teen pregnancy, infant mor-
tality, and family planning.

The psychiatric services Carney provided were
essential tothe health capacity of Dorchester, Matta-
pan and Hyde Park. They should be reinstated. For
decades residents of these key neighborhoods have
demonstrated creativity, resilience, and advocacy.
The missing element has been the financial ability
to scale efforts.

Here is our opportunity to implement one of the
missing pieces that can save the lives of thousands
for decades.

Submitted by Dr. Sharma E. Joseph, the director
of health policy and advocacy at the New England
Medical Association, and Dr. Ellana Stinson, presi-
dent of the New England Medical Association and
a board-certified emergency medicine physician at
Boston Medical Center.
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Laying out the next steps for establishing
the ‘1975 Vietnamese Diaspora Memorial’

By NGoc-TraN Vu aAnD THE 1975 TeAam

Last month, we shared the modified design of the
“1975: A Vietnamese Diaspora Memorial” at Phé&
Qué restaurant. The response was heartening, one
of understanding, support, and a shared vision for
what this memorial represents. As we approach
next year’s 50th commemoration of the end of the
war in Vietnam, we are more committed than ever to
honoring our community’sjourney and ensuring that
this history is permanently reflected in Dorchester’s
public spaces.

The memorial is not
only for the Vietnamese
community;it’salsoanin-
tergenerational testament
to resilience, migration,
and cultural memory that
resonates widely. Through
our intentional communi-
ty-driven and culturally
informed design, it tells a
story of struggle, survival,
and hope — a story that
veterans, immigrants,
refugees, and long-term
residents can see reflected
in their experiences. It is an opportunity for all of us
to honor the journeys that have shaped Dorchester
and to deepen our connection as neighbors.

Imagine Fields Corner as a destination for cultural
memory, reflection, and learning. This memorial of-
fers a chance to celebrate unity by creating a shared
landmark that reflects our collective history and
enriches the cultural tapestry of our neighborhood.

By supporting this project, you are fostering the
growth of publicart, strengthening community bonds,
and promoting neighborhood solidarity. We also
hope this work inspires even more art and cultural
projects in Dorchester — because we all have more
stories to share.

Your voice can help make Dorchester a trailblazer
for groundbreaking publicart that embodies the City
of Boston’s values of equity and inclusion.

As we move forward, we aim to mobilize the
Dorchester community in the coming months during
the City of Boston’s and the state of Massachusetts’s
budget seasons. To make this memorial a reality,
we need the support of city leadership and the pri-
oritization of this public artwork that reflects our

Ngoc-Tran Vu
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A rendering shown during a presentation by The
1975 memorial committee during a community
forum in September shows a potential location in

Town Field. Reporter photo

collective community with our proposed location in
Town Field Park in the Boston Little Saigon Cultural
District. This means showing up, speaking up, and
advocating for a memorial that is by and for the
people of Dorchester.

Our strategy is clear: We seek to amplify community
voices, highlight our shared history, and push for the
funding needed to bring this vision to life. Public
art is more than aesthetics; it is a living marker
of identity, memory, and belonging. Dorchester’s
Vietnamese community, alongside all our beautiful
neighbors, deserves to see our stories reflected in the
spaces we call home.

We cannot do this alone nor do we want to—and we
kindly ask for your continuing support. To celebrate
the journey thus far and build momentum for what’s
ahead, we invite you to a Community Appreciation
Event on Sat., Jan. 11, at Saigon Seafood. This
event is an opportunity to come together, share a
meal, and reaffirm our commitment to bringing the
“1975: A Vietnamese Diaspora Memorial” to life in
Town Field Park.

Thank you to everyone who supports this vision,
including state Reps. Tram Nguyen and Dan Hunt.
The 1975 Team is continuing to work with local
elected officials and residents for support of this work.
And let’s honor the stories that define Dorchester’s
heart and soul.

For more information, visit 1975VietDiaspora.
com, and follow the project at @1975VietDiaspora
on Instagram and Facebook. RSVP for the Jan. 11
event at hitps://t.ly/Q2nfe.

Fuzzy math undermines Wu team credibility

BY GREGORY MAYNARD
SpEcIAL TO THE REPORTER

Anyone following Mayor Wu’s tax shift proposal
over the last few weeks knew that its fate hinged on
whether state-certified property valuations constitut-
edthe “dramaticincrease” in homeowners’ property
tax bills that she had warned about for months.

What has not been covered, however, ishow months
earlier, Wu and her top budget officials created the
conditions for wide-spread skepticism around the
numbers they used. From February to July, the
administration’s harsh criticism of independent
experts and changingrhetoric on falling office values
created the whiplash that ultimately killed the tax
shift proposal.

In February, a report titled “The Fiscal Fallout of
Boston’s Empty Offices” forecast that falling office
values would lead toa $1.2b to $1.5b shortfall in Bos-
ton’s commercial property tax revenue. The report
was produced by a new policy-focused non-profit, the
Boston Policy Institute, Inc, in partnership with the
Center for State Policy Analysis at Tufts University.

While the report held Boston blameless and called
the fall in office values “an economic act of God,” it
got intense pushback from City Hall, both behind
the scenes and in public.

In astatement responding to the report, the City’s
Assessing Commissioner Nick Ariniello described
Boston’s strong fiscal position: “We don’t feel that
the current real estate environment is going to lead
to budgetary concerns.”

On March 31, the same week that Wu announced
her tax shift proposal, the City’s CFO, Ashley Grof-
fenberger, went on NBC10’s At Issue, where she
questioned BPI’s findings: “[The report] makes
two key assumptions: one that office values will fall,
and two that we will lose property tax revenue as a
result of that.”

On April 10, Wu went further, saying: “To point
to some false information that the city might be
experiencing a billion-dollar shortfall — that is just
simply not true.”

BPI wasn’t alone in receiving harsh criticism.

On May 2, the Boston Municipal Research Bureau
(BMRB) published its analysis of the mayor’s pro-
posal. Kenzie Bok, a former city councillor and Wu’s

pick to run the Boston Housing Authority, wrote a
scathing response, accusing BMRB of “protect[ing]
large commercial real estate interests at the expense
of Boston’s most vulnerable residents.”

Then suddenly, after months of dismissal, the Wu
administration’s view on the impact of falling office
values on Boston’s budget changed. City officials still
dismissed BPI’s report, but they started warning
aboutits central conclusion —that falling office values
would lead to enormous increases in homeowners’
property tax bills.

It started with a reversal on BMRB’s May report.
In an op-ed published May 30, Groffenberger warned
that falling office values would shift the tax burden,
writing: “Based on the Boston Municipal Research
Bureau’s analysis, Boston could see a nearly 17
percent increase in residential taxes next year if the
city doesn’t intervene.”

Then, on June 24, Wu went on WBUR’s Radio
Boston, and made a much larger and more dire
claim: “Homeowners could see a 33 percent spike
in their property tax bill, according to her office’s
projections.” She also cited this 33 percent number
in July on GBH’s Boston Public Radio.

The mayor eventually admitted that she had
overstated her case in two ways at the July 16 State
House hearing on the tax shift under questioning
from House Chair Mark Cusack. First, she clarified
that Groffenberger’s 17 percent and her own 33
percent were the same estimate presented in two
different ways, and second, that the estimates did
not come from her office in City Hall, but the BM-
RB’s May’s report.

These actions from earlier this year show that City
Hall’s tactics this past fall were not new: the Wu ad-
ministration regularly engages in unfair criticism of
outside experts and overstating statistics. The effect
of those tactics not only prevented a data-driven
conversation about Boston’s budget, but I also killed
the tax shift proposal.

The result is that the Wu administration’s cred-
ibility and the wider public conversation are badly
damaged at a time when Boston needs both to tackle
the budget crisis.

Gregory Maynard is the executive director of the
Boston Policy Institute, Inc.
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As 2024 draws to a close, St. Mary's Center
expresses our sincere gratitude for all who
have joined with us in our mission this year
during a time when our work has never
been more needed: with Massachusetts
ranking as the second most expensive
state to live in, while Boston has the
unfortunate distinction of having the
second highest rate of family homelessness
in the U.S.

Each year, we are privieged to partner
with over 500 women, children, and
families experiencing frauma, deep
poverty, and homelessness. When families
arrive to us at St. Mary’s Center, they are
met with the warmth and compassion of a
dedicated team and an integrated model
of care to assess their unique needs and
help them plan for a more stable, thriving
future. We don't stop at shelter; St. Mary’s
Center provides a continuum of care within
our community to provide the wraparound
supports families need to succeed.

And we cannot do this important, life-
changing work without the support of our
incredible community of advocates,
donors, volunteers, and friends, who fuel
our work and our mission.

This holiday season, we are grateful for
you. Thank you for partnering with us on
our mission to break cycles of cyclical
poverty and homelessness, and for your
advocacy and support of the hundreds of
incredible women, children, and families
who we are honored to work with each
year.

Every gift made to St. Mary’s Center, no
matter the amount, has a direct impact on
our families, and we thank you for your
generosity.

If you have already supported our work this
holiday season, thank you. And if you
haven't yet had the opportunity to give
during this holiday season of giving, we
humbly ask that you consider a year-end
gift as we look forward to a brighter year
ahead.

Please see the QR code below or visit
www.stmaryscenterma.org/holiday-2024 to
learn more about the impact that your
support has on St. Mary's Center families.

From all of us at S$t. Mary’s Center, have a
safe and happy holiday season and a
happy New Year!

www.stmaryscenterma.org | 90 Cushing Ave., Dorchester
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Dot skaters excel in Mayor’s Cup play

December 26, 2024

Barry Rink last Tuesday night, with the Dorchester Bantam A boys beating Charlestown in a thriller.

(Continued from page 1)
tum seemed to switch

at that point and well
into the third period as
Dorchester Coach Ryan
Spitz pushed his squad
to skate harder and grab
the advantage back.

ButCharlestowndidn‘t
let them take it back,
knotting the score tied
it at 2-2 with five min-
utes left in the game. A
furious flurry of shots on
goal from the Dorchester
front lines was encour-
aging, but none made
it into the net, forcing a
shootout.

Tensionsturned higher
as both goalies turned
back the first round of
shots. Then Townies’ sec-
ond-round shooter lost
the handle on the puck
while moving toward
Connelly and didn’t get
a shot off. It was time for
a hero’s move, and the
Chiefs’ Jackson Ferraro
knocked his shot in over
the goalie’s left shoulder.
A gritty save by Connelly
on Charlestown’s third
shot put the game on ice.

Histeammatesstormed
the ice and piled on Con-
nelly to celebrate the
dramatic win before con-
gratulating the Townies
on a good game.

The Chiefs were sched-
uled to face atough Hyde
Park Bantam A team on
Monday the 23rd in West
Roxbury’s Roche Rink.
The winner will proceed
tothe Bantam A finals at
Boston College’s Conte
Forum in January.

“The boys knew what
needed to be done, and
they executed, skated
hard, played positions
well, created opportuni-
ties, and had alot of fun,”
said Coach Spitz. “For
some reason, it seems all
the kids worked harder
during this tournament
than in normal games.
Hyde Park is going to be
another tough one. But
it’s going to be about
who shows up to skate

dotnews.com

Dorchester defenseman Terrien Lakes fights for

control of the puck.

Coach Ryan Spitz said the Bantam A team skated hard and showed toughness in beating Charlestown,

who beat them handily a few weeks earlier.

hard and who wants to
advance to the finals the
most.”

Spitz said it was tough
to decide the lineup for
the shootout, but he
said he chose the guys
who were having a good
gameand whohe thought
could score. In the end,
it worked out their way.
He also highlighted the
goaltending by Connelly.

“It started with our goal-
tender, who has been the
saving grace to our team
this year, and oh boy, he
had a game for himself
once again.”

The Bantams lost to a
tough Hyde Park Bantam
A team on Dec. 23 in
West Roxbury’s Roche
Rink. They’ll next play
Charlestown again on
Dec. 27 and will compete

for the championship on
Jan. 12 at BC’s Conte
Forum.

*In other Mayor’s Cup
action, the DYH girls’
program has had a good
run, though two teams
are already out. On Dec.
19, in Northeastern’s
Matthews Arena, the
Ul2teamlost to Charles-
town and the U14 team
lost to Parkway. However,

Seth Daniel photos

the U10 girls’ team has
already punched its tick-
et to the championship
game with a win over
Hyde Park last Tuesday
(Dec. 17) in Charles-
town’s Horrigan Rink.
They will play for the
title on Dec. 28 in Hyde
Park’s Bajko Rink.

* A true rivalry unfold-
ed last Friday night (Dec.
20), when the Dorchester

Peewee A team lost to its
nemesis South Boston
in Charlestown. The
DYH squad had beaten
the SCORE program in
Matthews Arenalast Sat-
urday to create Friday’s
showdown. They defeat-
ed Parkway fon Monday
and will have a rematch
with Southieondan. 12in
the championship game.
* A similar showdown
for the Squirt AAA team
against South Boston
took place last Thursday
(Dec.19) in Charlestown,
with Dorchester prevail-
ing and getting a pass to
the Conte Forum for the
championship game.
*TheSquirt ADorches-
ter 1 team took down
Hyde Park and then
Charlestown on their
home ice on Dec. 19 and
20, which advanced them
to the championship
game. The opponent is
still to be determined.
*Finally, the DYH
Squirt AA team worked
its way through the los-
er’s bracket after falling
to Charlestown on its
home ice on the first day
of the tournament (Dec.
13). The Dorchester team
then knocked South
Boston out of the tour-
nament on Dec. 15, and
followed that with a win
over Allston-Brighton
last Tuesday in South
Boston’s Murphy Rink.
They will play Hyde
Park in Roche Rink on
Dec. 26 for the chance to
face Charlestown in the
championship game at
Conte Forum in January.
Thetournament began
on Dec. 13, with 136
games scheduled at eight
rinks throughout the
city — including Devine
Rink and UMass Boston
in Dorchester. Nearly
1,300 youth hockey play-
ers from 7 programs in
16 different divisions
particpated in the com-
petition.

Citing a cost-savings, DotHouse Health will close its swimming pool next month

DotHouse Health will close its indoor
swimming pool next month to reduce
costs, according to a letter that its
president and CEO, Michelle Nadow,
sent to patients and patrons last week.

She called the shutdown
but necessary decision.

a “difficult,”

“Simply put, the costs of operating a
swimming pool have always far exceed-
ed the revenue needed to maintain a
6-lane, 25-short course yard pool,” she
wrote. “Inrecent years, investments to
support the costs of delivering all our

care and services have increased while

reimbursements for those services have

remained flat or decreased, particularly

when taking inflation into account.”
The closure takes effect on January

18 and “pro-rated refunds for existing
memberships will be made as needed,”

according to the letter.

“At this time, there are noimmediate
plans for the swimming pool and the
space it occupies at the health center,”
Nadow added.

-REPORTER STAFF
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TechBoston football’s dynamic duo
reflect on thelr very rewardmg season
1 '5

By Cassiny MCNEELEY
REPORTER STAFF

The high school foot-
ball season has come to
an end, but accolades
continue to roll in for
TechBoston Academy
Coach Raul Brown and
Xavier Landrum, his
17-year-old senior cap-
tain, the City League’s
coach and player of the
year, respectively.

The pairing played a
significant role in the
team’s successful 8-3 sea-
son, during which they
led the Bears to a 50-14
victory over Brighton
High School and brought
theleague championship
title back to Dorchester.

“In the beginning of
the season, I just didn’t
think we were going to
have quite the season
we had,” said Brown.
“The team hit every
milestone that we set
for them. We played for
the headmaster’s chair
against O’Bryant, and
they won that. Then
we beat Latin Academy
and kept the Mason Cup
home. They did their best
to get into the playoffs,
and they competed with
the number one team in
the state in our division.
Every time we gave them
a challenge, they rose to
it. For me as a coach, it
was perfect.”

It was the perfect end-
ing to both Brown and
Landrum’s time in red.
Next season, Brown will
have left TechBoston for
anew career opportunity
and Landrum will be in
college. But for most,
moving on doesn’t come
without looking back
first.

“We’ve had Xavier
since he was a freshman.
A lot of time the best
potential in our school

December 26, 2024
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TechBoston senior captain Xavier Landrum was named player of the year
while his coach, Raul Brown, was named league coach of the year.
Mitchell Heisler/TechBoston Academy photo

system gets plucked to
go other places,” Brown
told The Reporter. “We
got lucky because we
knew his potential and
he stayed with us.”

He added: “It wasn’t
until the end of his junior
year where we as coaches
looked at each other and
said, ‘Oh, we have some-
thing really special here
next year.””

When the following fall
came around, Landrum,
at running back and de-
fensive end, proved his
coaches right. The 6-2,
208-pound two-way ath-
leterushed for more than
1,000 yards this year.

Landrum said his final
season felt “likeamovie”
but that it went by far
too quickly. “I wasn’t
thinking about stats,
nothing. I just wanted
to be around the peo-
ple I love being around
most,” said Landrum,
who lives in East Boston.
He wasn’t even thinking
about achieving Player of
the Year, he said. “Coach
Brown wastellingme, the
coaches kept reminding
me, but I just kept for-

getting about it. I just
wanted to have fun and
play my game.”

Despite his success
this season, Landrum’s
favorite memory with
TechBoston football is
actually from a loss last
year. Not just any loss,
buta Thanksgiving game
defeat to Brighton at
Fenway Park.

“That was one of the
best games of my whole
career,” Landrum shared
excitedly. “This one play,
they were about to score
on the 5-yard line and
then I came in as middle
linebacker and stripped
the ball out and I ran 80
yards.”

Brown agreed, saying
that game under the
lights at Fenway was
one of his favorite mem-
ories, too, because his
team battled through
injuries and adversity.
This year though, things
went much better for the
Bears.

The coach said he was
happier to learn about
Landrum’s award than
his own. “For me, I care
more about what these

A
) .

guys accomplish, what
these guys could get, and
how much I can shine
sunlight on these guys
than myself.”
Specifically, he takes
joy in seeing how proud
his player’s parents are
of them.
“I’vebeenthereasakid
growingupinthe Bronx,”
said Brown. “I know
exactly what my play-
ers have to go through
when it comes to family
and their socioeconomic
levels. I know where they
are, I know what their
familiesarethinking, and
I know how hard they
are busting their butt for
their sons to play football.
When they’re with me
,I’'m going to coach and
talk to them like they’re
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Coach Raul Brown on the sidelines during his final
season with the Bears. Joe Allen photo

Landrum ended his high school career on a high
note and hopes to carry that same energy with him
on to the college fields next fall. Joe Allen photo

my own sons or my own
little brothers.”

Neither Brown nor
Landrum has shared his
plans for when the school
year comes to an end, but
one of them will be play-
ing at the collegiate level
somewhere and the other
will be cheering him on
each step of the way.

As Landrum comes

closer topickingaschool,
he continues to express
gratitude toward Tech-
Boston Football and
Coach Brown.

“I wouldn’t change it
for the world,” he said.
“This was the best ex-
perience I've ever had.
Honestly, I'm thankful I
got to do it with the best
coach in the city.”

O \
Codman Square 1,/ 3
Health Center I/

TIMELINE

B One year of training beginning October 2025.

B Followed by one year of commitment, to
develop skills in a supportive environment.

B Opportunity to be hired as full-time staff clinician
after completing the program.

PATIENT-FOCUSED - HANDS-ON - ACCREDITED - DEMONSTRATED SUCCESS

ADVANGED PRACTIGE
CLINICIAN (NP/PA) RESIDENCY

CODMAN SQUARE HEALTH CENTER'S Advanced Practice Clinician
(NP/PA) Residency provides new graduates with hands-on, patient
focused training. With five years of demonstrated success, Codman

graduates thrive in primary care! ~

INFORMATION SESSION

B Applicants are strongly encouraged
to attend an information session on
Monday, December 16, 2024 from
7-8pm via Zoom.

B Zoom link:

SEALIE

APPLICATIONS

CLINICAL FOCUS

B Primary Care
B Community Health

Py

Codman Square

B Posted now. Due: Feb. 3, 2025
B Open to PAs, AGNPs, and FNPs.

B Specialty rotations to support a robust practice.

CODMAN SQUARE HEALTH CENTER 3 P In collaboration with: UMass
i\/{l Z g Chan Medical School Tan Chingfen
*q Graduate School of Nursing

637 Washington St., Dorchester, MA 02124
Health Center 617-825-9660 | codman.org

https://ow.ly/pmr250U5bxq
B More information: codman.org/FNPR
or email fnpresidency@codman.org

_;'I EAIL‘ more

information
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Sense of community boosts morale for diabetes group

By CHRISTINE LECCESSE
SPECIAL TO THE REPORTER

Codman Square Commu-
nity Health Center recently
concluded a 12-week group
medical visit program designed
to support patients struggling
with uncontrolled Alc levels
(type 2 diabetes) or hyperten-
sion. The program combined
clinical care, peer support,
and engaging lifestyle activ-
ities, and not only improved
participants’ health outcomes,
but also fostered a sense of
community, they say.

“From the first day I went,
I knew I was going to love it,”
says Raymonde Alexandre, a
native of Haiti who has been
in Dorchester and a Codman
patient for many years. “I love
the connection with everyone

Raymonde Alexandre

and enjoy the company.”
When Alexandre’s medical

provider invited her to join

the program, she didn’t know

what to expect. Sheused a cane,
hadn’t been able to control her
A1C (blood sugar levels), and
had a stroke 4 years ago, so she
decided to give it a try.

Over the 12 weeks, not only
did Alexandre lost weight and
get her blood sugar numbers
under control, but she also
met some great people in her
community who are struggling
withthe samehealthissues. At
the end of the program, she no
longer uses her cane to move
around at the health center.
She even won the group’s game
of Musical Chairs.

In the weekly meetings, a
fitness coach led attendees
through gentle exercises and
different clinical experts gave
interactive learning sessions
about health topics that includ-

ed healthy eating to good sleep
habits to stress management
and more.

The program wasbuilt on the
foundation of comprehensive
care, with patients receiving
personalized support not only
from medical providers, but
also from peers who shared
their health care challenges.
Recognizing that managing
diabetes goes beyond medi-
cation and diet, the program
integrated weekly focus areas
that addressed critical aspects
of health, including eye care,
sleep, foot care, nutrition, and
movement.

A standout feature of the
program was the inclusion
of peer support groups that
provided a safe and motivating
space for participants to share

experiences, challenges, and
successes. Hearing from others
who faced similar struggles
created a sense of camaraderie
and encouragement.

At the conclusion of the
program, many participants
reported significant improve-
ments in their Alc levels and
overall health. Beyond the
measurable outcomes, partic-
ipants expressed how much
they valued the experience.

To many, the success of this
12-week initiative demon-
strates the importance of
holistic, community-driven
approaches to chronic disease
management. Codman Health
plans to build on this success
by exploring opportunities to
expand the program and reach
more patients in need.

City will issue first batch of liquor licenses by end of March

(Continued from page 1) chair, told The Reporter

Codman Square, Fields
Corner, and Mattapan.

The first applicants
came from many es-
tablished operators in
Dorchester and one in
Mattapan. They include
One Family Diner in Bow-
doin Street, the Franklin
Park Zoo, Fresh Food
Generation Restaurant,
and the new Blue Hill
Avenue entertainment
venue Sorrel & Lime, to
name a few.

Segun Idowu, director
of the city Office of Eco-
nomic Opportunity and
Inclusion, and Kathleen
Joyce, License Board

last fall that they hoped to
get licenses out assoon as
possible. They also hoped
to hold a second round
of awards in the spring.
The overall goal is to get
all new licenses in place
by the spring of 2026
to coincide with large
summer events like the
FIFA World Cup games
and the nation’s 250th
anniversary celebrations.

Idowu was hopeful
that the first wave of ap-
plicants could “toast the
New Year” at their newly
licensed locations. Joyce
noted that while they
didn’t intend to hold on

toorholdupapplications,
they wanted tomake sure
they “got it right.”
Thelaw authorizes 195
non-transferrable liquor
licenses that will be tied
to 13 specific zip codes
in Boston. Locally, that
includes 02121 (Grove
Hall), 02122 (Nepon-
set and Fields Corner),
02124 (Ashmont, Lower
Mills, Codman Square),
02125 (Columbia Point,
Uphams Corner, and Sav-
in Hill), and 02126 (Mat-
tapan). There will be five
licenses awarded in each
of those zip codes— three
all-aleohol and two beer
and wine — every year

for the next three years
under the current plan.

There are also 12
new citywide all-aleohol
transferrable licenses
available, and 15 new
licenses for community
venues/theatres.

Idowu stressed thatthe
citywide transferrable
licenses—of the same
class of licenses often
fetching $600,000 on the
open market— are not
earmarked for any one
neighborhood.

Fresh Food Generation
on Talbot Avenue is one
of several Dorchester ap-
plicants for anew liquor
license. Above, manager
Julisa Hernandez and
co-founder Cassandria
Campbell are shown in
therestaurant’s expand-
ed sit-down space.

Seth Daniel photo

DOTHOUSE
IS NOW
ACCEPTING
NEW
PATIENTS!
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Freedom House celebrates its 75 years of
serving Roxbury, Dorchester, and beyond

By ARIELLE GRAY
WBUR

In 1946, when Otto
Snowden moved back to
Boston from New York
with his wife Muriel and
their newborn daugh-
ter, the couple consid-
ered leaving again. The
city was being ravaged
by housing and educa-
tion inequality, with the
neighborhood of Roxbury
in dire need of communi-
ty resources and support.

“We had to make a de-
cision about whether we
were going to run away
from here ... and solve
our personal problems,”
Muriel Snowden said in
a 1977 interview with
Harvard University’s
Schlesinger Library and
the Black Women Oral
History Project. But they
decided to stay. “Otto
had been here all these
years, why should we go
someplace else and start
from scratch?”

The couple wanted to
follow an old saying by
Booker T. Washington
about “putting down
your buckets where you
are,” and “that’s what
we decided to do,” Mu-
riel stated. They creat-
ed Freedom House, a
community organization
aimed at providing a
“way to pull this commu-
nity together,” she said.

In December 1949, the
couple formally incorpo-
rated Freedom House
with the mission to “im-
prove the civic, educa-
tional, recreational, and
general welfare of the
entire Upper Roxbury
community.” Over the
decades, Freedom House
has run numerous pro-
grams aimed at advocacy
and equity like the Rox-
bury Youth Council and
mobilized communities
to become politically and
civically engaged in city
“urban renewal efforts.”

Now, Freedom House
is celebrating its 75th
anniversary. It’s a big
milestone for the organi-
zation that still provides
essential services and
resources to youth in the
area. The past few years
have been tumultuous.
In 2022, GBH reported
that the organization
was vacating its historic
location at 14 Crawford
Street becauseit couldn’t
afford to save the build-
ing, then 122 years old.
Freedom House moved
into a new space just
down the road.

The move was bitter-
sweet for current CEO
Charmaine Arthur. She
has been in the position
for two years but has
worked at the organi-
zation for more than
fifteen years. When her
family immigrated to
Boston from Trinidad
and Tobago, they lived
down the street from the
original Freedom House
building. Arthur remem-
bers attending events as
a youth and frequenting
the organization as a ris-
ing senior in high school.

&Y

Ahead of Freedom House’s tenth anniversary, John F.
Kennedy made a visit while serving as a US senator.

He met with Otto and Muriel Snowden.
Courtesy of the Freedom House Inc, Records at
Northeastern University Archives and Special
Collections via Arielle Gray/WBUR

“That auditorium at
14 Crawford Street was
a very popular place for
our community and for
young people to go and
enjoy themselves,” said
Arthur.

That goal hasn’t
changed. Much of Free-
dom House’s program-
ming now centers youth,
from ninth gradersto col-
lege seniors. Initiatives
like the Summer Learn-
ing Institute connect
Boston Public School
students with education-
al, mental health, and
employment resources,
while others like Free-
dom House University
offer students access to
dual enrollment oppor-
tunities and classes at
local colleges along with
paid employment.

“We are focused on
advocatingfor equity and
quality education for our
students,” said Arthur.
“We also focus on the
social and emotional de-
velopment of our young
people. Mental health is
a priority.”

Kevin Bobby Williams
and Nicola Webb were
once Freedom House
youth utilizing the or-
ganization’s services.
Now, they are staff mem-
bers. Webb says Freedom
Houseand Arthur helped
shift things in her life.
“You are embraced, en-
couraged, exposed to
new opportunities, new
language. It has helped
me tobecome the woman
that I am.”

Williams and Webb
helped steward an ar-
chive project that looks
at Freedom House’s
past. Freedom House
youth and staff sifted
through old documents
and photos that are part
of Freedom House’s ex-
tensive archive that is
stored at Northeastern
University.

“The first people we
wanted to hear from were
the people who attended
Freedom House and
who worked at Freedom
House,” said Williams.
“We’ve seen the old build-
ing. We’ve seen the open-
ing of Freedom House
and all of the other doc-
uments that we found.”
In collaboration with
Northeastern’s Reckon-

ings Project, Freedom
House youth created
zines in response to the
materials they looked at.

The extensive reach
of Freedom House’s im-
pact is partly captured
through the breadth
of its archives. A thick
folder is dedicated to
recommendations that
the Snowdens wrote
recommending
individuals, many of
them Freedom House
youth or associates, for
various employment
positions, fellowships,
and scholarships.

Two guest books
overflowing with signa-
tures help visualize the
many people who passed
through the Freedom
House doors. Local hero
Melnea Cass was on the
Freedom House board of
directors along with Dr.
Howard Thurman. Pho-
tos and news clippings
show Martin Luther
KingdJr. attendinga 1958
Freedom House lunch
in his honor and John
F. Kennedy at Freedom
House’s 10th anniver-
sary reception. In 1964,
Sammy Davis Jr. was
another famous visitor.

Beyond the many
recognizable names as-
sociated with Freedom
House, the organization

is best known for its ex-
tensive community work.
Freedom House offered
numerous programs,
events, and resources for
both youth and adults.
This included Project
REACH, a youth devel-
opment and scholarship
program that supported
Boston students of color
in graduatinghigh school
and college, and the
Goldenaires of Freedom
House, a long-running
club for senior residents.
Freedom House also
organized trips for Black
youth to Africa and Eu-
rope and mobilized the
community to combat
urban blight through
thingslike neighborhood
cleanup programs. They
even established a com-
munity credit union.
The team conducted
more than 40 interviews
with former Freedom
House staff, alumni and
others whose lives were
touched by the organiza-
tion. Webb photographed
the interviewees. “When
I’'m shooting folks, they
start smiling, some peo-
ple get emotional,” Webb
recalled. “It’slike atime
lapse for them to go back
and remember amoment
where this organization
impacted their life.”
Theinterviews and the
archival materials will
be compiled into a book
that Freedom House

Freedom House Chief
Executive Officer Char-
maine Arthur outside
the organization’sbuild-
ing in Dorchester.

Robin Lubbock/WBUR

plans to publish at the
end of December. While
the book does take alook
at the past, Charmaine
Arthuriseager for others
toremember the present
and future.

“Our kids are strug-
gling,” she said. “They’re
struggling academically,
they’re struggling emo-
tionally, they’re strug-
gling socially, they’re
struggling spiritually,
they’re just struggling.
So...how do we respond
to that need?”

Arthur hopes that the
project inspires others
to get involved when
it comes to youth and
community-centered ad-
vocacy. Places like Free-
dom House have a ripple
effect, shesays. “Somany
amazing young people
who came through these
doors are now impact-
ing the world. Not just
their communities, but

S =

This photo of Otto and
Muriel Snowden in front
of Freedom House was
used in a 10th anniver-
sary report in 1959.
Courtesy of the Freedom
House Inc, Records at
Northeastern University
Archives and Special
Collections

out here doing amazing
things.”

Fromits first tiny office
on Humboldt Ave. to
surviving the 1960 fire
that gutted 14 Crawford
to its current location,
it’s clear that Freedom
House has been, and is
much more than, abuild-
ing. In her Schlesinger
Library interview, Muriel
pointed out that Free-
dom House isn’t just a
physical site — “it lives
in the community.”

Decades later, when
asked to describe what
Freedom House has
meant to her, Nicola Web-
be unknowingly echoed
Muriel’s words: “It’s
where a house, for many
people, becomesahome.”

This article was pub-
lished by WBUR on Dec.
16. The Reporter and
WBUR share content
through a media part-
nership.

Davis Jr. came by in 1964 with his wife May Britt.
Courtesy Northeastern University Archives via Arielle Gray/WBUR

Thinking of selling?

We’ve got buyers who want to own in your neighborhood!

Get a FREE comparative marketing analysis—find out what
your home is really worth in today’s market! Mention this cond.

Sold in Lovwer hMills

Owner/REALTOR

Cell: 617-78

Sald in Codrman Hl |

-8635

617-298-2400

www.BostonBayside.com
james (@bostonbayside.com
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guy= who reolly mode me feel comfortable. | recommend their

services to amyone!™ = Judy 5., Boston
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After debate, council approves federal funds for public safety

By Apam GAFFIN

UNIvERsAL HuB
In what has become an
annual December rite,
Boston city councillors
last week approved a
federal homeland-secu-
rity grant only after a
sometimes-pitched bat-
tles over the role of Bos-
ton Police in collecting
information on Boston
residents and over the

LEGAL NOTICE

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT
PROBATE & FAMILY COURT
SUFFOLK PROBATE & FAMILY COURT
24 NEW CHARDON STREET

BOSTON, MA 02114
CITATION GIVING NOTICE
OF PETITION TO EXPAND

THE POWERS OF A GUARDIAN

Docket No. SU22P2170GD
IN THE INTERESTS OF:
HAZEL CLAYBORN
of DORCHESTER, MA
RESPONDENT

Incapacitated Person/Protected Person

To the named Respondent and all other
interested persons, a petition has been
filed by Department of Mental Health of
Westborough, MA in the above captioned
matter requesting thatthe court: Expand the
powers of a Guardian of the Respondent.

The petition asks the Court to make
a determination that the powers of the
Guardian and/or Conservator should be
expanded, modified, or limited since the time
of the appointment. The original petition is
on file with the court.

You have the right to object to this
proceeding. If you wish to do so, you or
your attorney must file a written appearance
at this court on or before 10:00 A.M. on the
return date of 01/10/2025. This day is NOT
ahearing date, but a deadline date by which
you have to file the written appearance if
you object to the petition. If you falil to file
the written appearance by the return date,
action may be taken in this matter without
further notice to you. In addition to filing the
written appearance, you or your attorney
must file awritten affidavit stating the specific
facts and grounds of your objection within
30 days after the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

The outcome of this proceeding may limit
or completely take away the above-named
person’s right to make decisions about
personal affairs or financial affairs or both.
The above-named personhasthe rightto ask
for a lawyer. Anyone may make this request
on behalf of the above-named person. If the
above-named person cannot afford alawyer,
one may be appointed at State expense.

Witness, Hon. BrianJ. Dunn, First Justice
of this Court.

Stephanie L. Everett, Esq.
Register of Probate
Date: December 10, 2024

Published: December 26, 2024

way the council schedules
votes on things.

The council voted 9-4
against delaying action
on accepting a $12 mil-
lion “urban area security
initiative” grant from
the federal Department
of Homeland Security.
Members Tania Fer-
nandes Anderson, Julia
Mejia, Benjamin Weber,
and Brian Worrell voted
to delay any vote to allow
for more hearings.

The money, which will
be shared with nearby
communities, will go
mainly for planning for
emergencies and for
police preparedness, for
example, to protect large
eventssuch asthe Boston
Marathon, sports teams’
victory parades, the 2026
World Cup games, and
the 250th anniversary of
Americanindependence.

Additionally, $2.5 mil-
lion of the funding will
go to the Boston Region-
al Intelligence Center
(BRIC), which oversees
surveillance cameras
across the city and main-
tains databases of gang
members and white su-
premacists.

But even some coun-
cillors who voted for the
measure said akey goal of
the council in the coming
year should be to tighten
up the city’s Trust Act,
which bars police from
cooperating with the
federal government on
civil immigration issues
as a way to protect even
non-immigrants from
federal wrath.

“As a Black man and
immigrant, the issues
of how we surveil and
police the community
are deeply personal for
me,” Councillor Henry
Santana stated. “I fully
understand the concerns
and fears surrounding
surveillance and the
sense of fear our commu-
nities can feel interacting
with the government. My
family has lived through
it, I have lived through
it.”

At the same time, he
said, the city needs to
protect itself from poten-
tial harm surrounding
large events, in particu-
lar 2026, the year of the
250th birthday anniver-
sary,World Cup games,
the Marathon and Tall
Ships. He added that
while the city would likely
find some way to fund
public-safety planning
without the grant, the
money might very well
be pulled from other
valuable programs, such
as those involving youth
and the arts.

Still, he continued,
come Jan. 20, the council
may need to find ways to
protect “the bodily au-
tonomy of people seeking
abortions, reproductive
care, and gender affirm-
ing care” in Boston.

The council, he said,
needs to focus “a critical
lens on BRIC and BPD
to ensure they align with
our values and the true
safety of our community.”

Weber, who wanted an-
otherhearing,joined San-
tana in calling for a new

look at protecting BPD
data. “With thisincoming
Trump administration,
we need to make sure
that we strengthen all
the rules governing how
our police department
functions, including to
strengthen the Boston
Trust Act,” he said.

“We heard from the
police department that
they’re obligated to fol-
low not federal rules but
local rules,” he said. “We
need to make sure that
the police department
is not sharing infor-
mation. I think we can
strengthen that, and we
should also work with
our surrounding towns
that are participating in
the regional intelligence
center to make sure we’re
not sharing information
with them that they’re
going to share with the
federal government.”

Council President
Ruthzee Louijeune, who
has been critical of the
BRIC’s gang database in
the past, said she believes
BPD has successfully
changed its handling of
the information to keep
innocent people from
being accused and their
information handed over
to the feds, and that most
of the money will go to le-
gitimate efforts to protect
the city.

Councillor Sharon
Durkan said the BRIC
was helpful in distrib-
uting information to
residents about a recent
spate of swastikas that
appeared on Mission
Hill. She said that she

is particularly unwilling
to hold up money to help
protect her district for
specific events, such as
the Marathon and, she
hoped, another Celtics
victory parade down
Boylston Street.

Mejia said she’s not
opposed to protectingthe
city, but said shefelta$12
million grant deserved
more of a public airing
thantheonesessionit got
the day before the council
vote, especially when it
involves the BRIC and
its impact on Black and
Brown communities.

She said this is just
the latest example of the
council being pushed to
approve something in
an emergency fashion
when councillors and
the public should have
had more time to study
it; in fact, she said, the
council has been reduced
to a rubber stamp for the
mayor, when it should be
providing “checks and
balances” on her.

As is her wont, Mejia
vowed to take off the
gloves and really battle
with her fellow council-
lors on this procedural
issue in the coming year.
“I'mabouttounleash this
little dragon,” she told
other members. “Y’all
can come for me all you
want, because I’'m here
for it.”

Councillor Ed Flynn,
who sits next to Mejia
and who has frequently
cast the lone or almost
lone vote against votes
on measures he feels
need more study, de-

manded an immediate
vote on this measure.
As a Navy veteran who
served during Operation
Enduring Freedom, he
said he was disappointed
that the council is once
again debating the issue.

“Boston is the capital
city,” he said. “We have
a responsibility to help
our cities and towns that
surround thecity. ... It not
just about Boston. It’s
also about Cambridge.
It’s about Somerville.
It’s about Winthrop. It’s
about Chelsea. ... They’re
counting on us today to
support this. They don’t
want a delay.”

While Flynn said the
grant needed an im-
mediate vote, after the
balloting, he called on
City Council President
Ruthzee Louijeune to
call aspecial City Council
meeting for Dec. 18, so
that he and other coun-
cillors could hold a flock
of hearings on matters
he feels need more public
airing.

Louijeune ended the
matter by assigning Fly-
nn’srequest toacommit-
tee, effectively killing it,
since the council typically
only votes on issues com-
ing out of a committee
at a regularly scheduled
meeting, and thereareno
moreregularly scheduled
meeting’sinthecouncil’s
legislative year, which
ends Dec. 31.

This article was pro-
duced and first posted by
Universal Hub, a media
partner of the Dorchester
Reporter.
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HANNIBAL 9

Auto
Repair

Flynn Roofing Co.

AspHALT SHINGLES | RusBer RooFs
Commercial | Residential | Licensed | Fully Insured | MA Reg #134410

& 617-479-3431

ROOFING CO., INC.

ASPHALT SHINGLES » RUBBER ROOFING
* COPPER WORK * SLATE * GUTTERS
* CHIMNEYS

21Victory Rd. | 617-825-1325
321 Adams St. | 617-436-8828 |5

HannibalAuto@hotmail.com

:::Z'I;:'u':‘:‘:es 617'296'0300 St::::;"gé State Inspection | Brakes | Alignment | Exhaust | Suspension N
duffyroofing.com Engines | Tires | Electrical and Electronic Diagnostics FIYNNROOFING
A. -”'N N * Plumbing S
OHMA f 7N KERRY CONSTRUCTION, INC. HANDY HAND
H ¥ ——10., INC. . Air Conditioning MAINTENANCE & GENERAL SERVICES

Carpentry, Roofing, Gutters
Decks & Porches
Windows & Doors
Snow Plowing
Sanding & Salting

617 825 0392

Telephone: 857-800-2333

Minor Interior Painting

Minor Interior Carpentry

Minor Plumbing

Minor Assembly Work

Light Bulb Replacement
Electrical Work by Referral

Door Lock & Handle Replacement
Odd Jobs

Wall Picture and Mirror Hanging (up to 20 Ibs.)
House Furniture Rearrangement Assistance
Minor Tree Limb & Branch Cutting

Free Estimates
e Friendly Service
We aim to work within your budget
No job too small

DUCTLESS MINI-SPLIT A/C & HEAT PUMP
INSTALLATION, SALES & SERVICE

Water Heaters - General Repairs » Gas & Oil Heating
Installation & Repairs + Gas Fitting & Appliance
Installations + Bath & Kitchen + Remodeling
« Senior Discounts

617-282-4300

Fully
Licensed
& Insured

Master Lic. #12430 1146 Dorchester Avenue

Local Real Estate Transactions
| Buyer Seller Address Date Price
Nelson, Christopher D Aspinwall Properties LLC 16 Everett Ave #GB Dorchester 12/06/24 $369,000
Doherty-Walsh, Michael J Hutchins Esperti Re LLC 38 Stock St #38 Dorchester 12/06/24 645,000
Tapk LLC Gerard E Oconnor T Oconnor, Sean L 17 Buttonwood St Dorchester 12/04/24 925,000
Nguyen, Tony T White Virginia H Est Pinkham, Marianne 27 Clementine Park Dorchester 12/06/24 700,000
Arvanitis, George Fayston Street LLC 26-28 Fayston St Dorchester 12/03/24 1,200,000
Dugal, Martin Hogan, Michael F Bennett, Michael 16-18 Bloomfield St Dorchester 12/04/24 1,305,000
Roman, Christopher V Vasquez, Eleazar A Miller, Juanita A 185 Centre St Dorchester 11115124 1,150,000
Liriano, Richard Naomi Cooper Harris Lt Harris-Doctor, Lygoria 33 Harvard St Dorchester 12/06/24 300,000
31 Stanton LLC Roman Catholic Archbishop 31-37 Stanton St Dorchester 12/04/24 3,875,000
Decius, John Etienne, Wilnes Smith, Flora A 33 Stockton St Dorchester 12/04/24 735,000
8 Frost Avenue LLC Balukonis, Joseph P 8 Frost Ave Dorchester 12/02/24 800,000
16 Patterson Street LLC Smith, Kathleen M 16 Patterson St Dorchester 12/05/24 730,000
Ulich, Stephen R Clements, Rachel A Hoxhallari, Bledar V Hoxhallari, Oliana 79 Butler St Dorchester 12/06/24 999,999
Lojano, Sebastian Dimaggio, Christopher L Quinn, Celia J 135 Granite Ave #3 Dorchester 12/04/24 353,500
Mason, Clement Brown, Garnet Kennedy, Vonetta 142 Aimont St Mattapan 12/04/24 636,000
Murray, Colin Mccarthy, Megan Grant, Kristen 176 Minot St #2 Dorchester 12/05/24 585,000
Walsh, Abigail Keough, John Keough, Johanna 2145 Dorchester Ave #1 Mattapan 12/06/24 569,000
Shetty, Sanjay K Shetty, Greeshma K Melnick, Adam Schminer, Lindsay 511 Massachusetts Ave #4 Dorchester 12/05/24 1,145,000
Copyrighted material previously published in Banker & Tradesman, a weekly trade newspaper. It is reprinted with permission from the publisher, The Warrren Group, thewarrengroup.com
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MBTA celebrates end to ‘slow zones’

(Continued from page 1)

“This is a really huge
accomplishment, and it
really sets the tone for
things going forward,”
DeLorenzo said. “It sets
the tone of almost the
beginning of a new era
where we’re able to go
forward and deal with
issues.”

It’s a sharp contrast
from two and a half
years ago, when a string
of incidents including a
fatal Red Line door mal-
function prompted the
FTA to investigate the
MBTA. Federal regula-
tors concluded in August
2022 that staffing short-
ages, communications
problems, and misman-
agement created major
safety problems at the T.

DeLorenzo himself,
in his official capacity,
penned several letters
warningthe MBTA about
its missteps during and
after the probe.

Much has changed
since then. Healey, who
took office in January
2023, hired Eng a few
months later. Last year,
Engand his deputies laid
out a plan to tackle slow
zones with a year of roll-
ing, partial shutdowns to
accelerate repairs.

Healey said Monday
that the constellation of
speed restrictions had
been costing Massachu-
setts “nearly a million
dollarseverydayin GDP”

“Slow zones are no
longer the Grinch that

stole Christmas and com-
mutes,” Lt. Gov. Kim
Driscoll said.

Jim Evers, president
of the Boston Carmen’s
Union that represents
nearly 7,000 T employ-
ees, praised Healey, Eng
and other MBTA leaders
for their work to elimi-
nate speed restrictions
and for the contract
agreements that helped
improve staffing.

“Theresults of the slow
zone removals will once
again attract ridership
to the T and provide
economic opportunities
that will benefit all of
Massachusetts,” Evers
said. “I’ve been here at
the MBTA a long time,
and I've never seen the
agency in better shape
than it is today.”

The Department of
Public Utilities, the state
agency responsible for
MBTA safety oversight,
has also seen its stock
rise. FTA investigators
in 2022 said the DPU
was falling short of its
oversight duties, but the
agency found no issues
requiring corrective ac-
tion agency in an audit
this fall.

T officials have stressed
that more issues with
tracks could still emerge,
and that after clearing
a massive backlog, the
agency is now positioned
to tackle any new prob-
lems as they appear.

That was the case
Monday morning, when

Colonel Ldvéll’s Gate

shuttle buses replaced
Red Lineservice between
JFK/UMass and Quincy
Center due to what the
T called a “cracked rail
near Wollaston.”

There’s also a roughly
$700 million elephant
still in the control room.
MBTA budget-writers
project the agency will
have an operating deficit
about that size in fiscal
2026, which starts July
1. Closing that gap could
require a substantial in-
jection of new state fund-
ingor cutbacks that could
imperil the progress of
the past year.

Healey charged a new
task force with studying
transportation funding
and submitting a report
by the end of the year.
The document that will
emerge in the next week
could offer a starting
point for debate in 2025.

Eng on Monday gave
Healey and Driscoll com-
memorative hard hats
branded for the so-called
Track Improvement Pro-
gram repair campaign
that eliminated the slow
zones.

“They’re once in a
lifetime because moving
on, now, we're going to
maintain this system the
way it should be,” he said.

Eng said the next big
infrastructure campaign
will focus on improving
signals, power equipment
and trains themselves.

Waitlist Opening for 2 Bedroom
Apartments ONLY

The waitlist for our HUD Section 8 Project-Based Voucher program, offering 2 bedroom
apartments, will be open from January 2-22, 2025, Interested applicants are invited to
apply during this period for an opportunity to be placed on the waitlist via a fair

lottery system.

The income eligibility requirements are as follows:

No.of Persons Max Annual Income
(50% AMI)
1 Person $57,100
2 Persons $65,300
3 Persons $73,450
4 Persons $81,600

You can reach out to us at qagapp@cjmanagement.com or call 781-335-1293 during the
listed dates and times. Alternatively, you can stop by in person at Queen Anne’s Gate
Apartments, 148 Colonel’s Lane, Weymouth, MA.

Application Pickup Dates and Times:
« Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday {January 2-22, 2025): 9 am to 4 pm
e Saturday, January 11, 2025: 10 am to 12 pm
e Thursday, January 16, 2025: 9 am to 7 pm

Ensure your application is submitted by January 22, 2025, at 4 pm to secure your

participation in the lottery. Please use one of the following methods:

* Drop off at the management office
Email to qagapp@cjmanagement.com

L]
e Faxto 781-331-5425

Postmarked by January 22, 2025, if sent by US Mail

Our lottery will be held remotely on February 12, 2025 at 11 am.

For more information, language assistance, or reasonable accommodations for persons
with disabilities, contact the Queen Anne’s Gate Office at 781-335-1293 | TTY: 711.

We welcome applicants from all backgrounds and embrace diversity and
inclusivity. Please note that our community has a no smoking policy.

(5\ Professionally Managed by CMI Management Company @
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VINH’S TV

617-282-7189

1409 Dorchester Avenue
Dorchester, MA 02122

We repair:
Televisions (all models)

Computers (Laptops, Desktops)
Game Consoles: PS3, PS4, PS5 & XBox
Bose Radio & CD systems
(special HDMI port replacement.) Same day service.
DVD transfer from video tapes (VCR tape, DV tape)
Transfer video and pictures from iPhone, iPad to DVD, USB

Mass Master License #9963 34 Years service in town

Open Monday - Saturday

9am-5pm
Closed Sunday

.
et

o
P

DORCHESTER PRESCHOOL

10 Pre-School Spots Opening
2 yr, 9 mo. -5 yr. olds
Spanish-Speaking Teacher

617-265-2665

email:dorchesterpreschool@yahoo.com
Lic. #291031

281A Neponset Avenue, Dorchester
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Wu, soccer team ink 10-year White Stadium lease deal

(Continued from page 1)
Stadiumisagenerational
opportunity to anchor
citywide youth sports,
revitalize community
programming, and bol-
ster our beloved, historic
Franklin Park-all while
creating a home for the
City of Champions’ new-
est professional team,”
Wu said in a statement
announcing the terms
of the agreement, which
were disclosed in detail
duringapressbriefingon
Monday morning.

The mayor called it
the largest investment
in BPS athletics since
the stadium opened in
1949. She has devoted
considerable political
capital to the goal of
finally addressing the
stadium— which she
called “run-down” —and
promises of “incredible
ripple effects across the
entire community.”

“Nowthattheleasehas
been signed, we are going
tomove forward with site
prep in the next couple
of weeks and demolition
set to follow in Janu-
ary,” said Wu, who said
the construction would
move ahead at a “pretty
accelerated timeline” for
a city project.

Highlights ofthe agree-
ment include:

* BPSstudents will get
use of the facility for “at
least 700 programmable

A view looking towards downtown Boston from Franklin Park shows White Stadium in the foreground.
Robin Lubbock/WBUR photo

hours annually” and pri-
ority use of a new eight-
lane track and facilities
for track and field to host
state meets, including
new field events such as
shot put and pole vault
for the first time; a new,
natural grass field for
BPS soccer, end of sea-
son football, and other
BPS sports teams; new
locker rooms, strength
and conditioning spaces,
sports medicine facili-
ties, offices and space
for coaching staff, and a
student lounge.

The project will also
include repairs to bas-
ketball and tennis courts

outside the stadium,
publicrestrooms accessi-
ble throughout the year,
alongwith improvements
to drainage, lighting,
and walking paths in
the park.

* Boston Unity Soccer
Partners will be responsi-
ble for construction of the
stadium’s West grand-
stand, along with “public
restrooms, pro team spac-
es, scoreboard, stadium
lighting, technology sys-
tem,and the Grovearea.”
The contract makes the
city responsible for the
East grandstand, student
athletics spaces, the grass
field, and the track.

Additionally, “Boston
Unity Soccer Partners
will be responsible for
ongoing operations and
maintenance for the
team’s spaces and all the
shared areas of the facili-
ty, including the field and
track,” the agreement
states.

* Financials: In ad-
dition to $400,000 rent
per year (made monthly
starting in the second
season), BUSP agrees to
pay the city 10 percent
ofin-stadium advertising
revenues, 10 percent
of field naming rights
revenue, and 3 percent
of concessions revenue.

The pro franchise will
set up a $25 million
“construction escrow
account” to “fund direct
construction costs on
the site and require City
approval of expenditures.
The escrow account can-
notbereduced below $10
million until total project
financing is secured.”

* The project is ex-
pected to create 500
construction jobs and 300
permanent jobs.

The city and soccer
team say they will “estab-
lish a Supplier Diversity
Advisory Committee to
help ensure that Mi-
nority/Women-owned

Business Enterprises
(MWBE) are aware of
available contracting
opportunities and reach
50 percent MWBE par-
ticipation in design,
construction, and oper-
ations.”

The pro team will be
limited “to no more
than 20 games per year
(including playoff games)
and one team practice in
the week ahead of each
scheduled game,” which
“must start by no later
than 8:30 p.m.; “affiliated
programming may only
start two hours prior
to the game and must
conclude by one hour
after the game ends or
11:30 p.m., whichever is
earlier.”

* Free “electric shut-
tles” from Orange and
Red Line stations will
be in place for pro team
ticket holders “as well
as from satellite parking
lots on game days.”

BUSP will also fund a
new Bluebikes station,
secure bike parking, and
a bike valet service; resi-
dent permit parking will
be created near White
Stadium with an “app-
based parking system
(via ParkBoston) for non-
game visitors, including
zoo visitors, golfers, and
park permit holders.”

Park ‘Defenders’ pledge to ‘fight’ on; Park ‘Coalition’ hails Wu’s ‘courage’

Monday’s news that
Mayor Wu has signed
a partnership agree-
ment with Boston Unity
Sports Partners drew

immediate criticism
from the leading oppo-
nents’ group, dubbed
the Franklin Park De-
fenders.

Renee Stacey Welch, a
Jamaica Plain resident
and a member of the
group that has has filed
a lawsuit in an attempt

Moy Crrislinats!

Wishing you a wonderful New Year

filled with hope, great health and joy.

THE FORRYS

to block the White Stadi-
um project, said she was
“completely disappoint-
ed. It’s a sad day for the
community because it
seems like the voice of the
communityisn’theard.”

She added: “We can
renovate White Stadium
on our own for $20 mil-
lion, it has been shown,
and not have to have a
partner but still get all
of the great things for
the kids and communi-
ty. This is irresponsible
when we’retalkingabout
also raising our property
taxes. The Franklin Park
Defenders will continue
to fight and push this
lawsuit that is still pend-
ing in court.”

A different reaction
was heard from the lead-

ership of the Franklin
Park Coalition (FPC), a
non-profit that has been
largely supportive of
the city’s plan. It hailed
Mayor Wu for her “vi-
sion, commitment, and
courage,” in a statement
from Rickie Thompson,
thecoalition’s president.

Thompson noted that
the city and soccer fran-
chise “have engaged
community members
through dozens of meet-
ings” over the last two
years.

“Many of the changes
FPC advocated for have
been incorporated direct-
ly as binding commit-
ments in the lease docu-
ments,” said Thompson.
“FPC is pleased with the
project’s progress, but

our advocacy on behalf of
parkusers will continue.”

City Council-
lor-at-Large Erin Mur-
phy called the agreement
a“significant milestone,”
but she wants a “brief-
ing” from the mayor on
“critical questions and
concerns that remain
unanswered.

“This project has the
potential to deliver long-
term benefits to Boston
residents, but only if we
prioritize equity, sustain-
ability, and robust public
input at every step of the
process,” Murphy said.

-SETH DANIEL

Reporter editorial:
Mayor Wu delivers on
White Stadium, page 8.

S

The Massachusetts Water Resources Authority

is seeking bids for the following:

BID NO. DESCRIPTION DATE TIME

WRA-5570 Supply and Delivery of Soda Ash Clinton, MA 01/07/25  2:00 p.m.

WRA-5571 Supply and Delivery of Sodium Bisulfite 01/07/25 2:00 p.m.
Deer Island Treatment Plant

WRA-5572 Manual Invasive Plant Control Gillis Pump 01/07/25  2:00 p.m.
Station

WRA-5573  Supply and Delivery of Sodium Hydroxide 01/07/25 2:00 p.m..
Chelsea Headworks

WRA-5574 Excavated Soil Handling and Disposal 01/07/25 2:00 p.m.

7493 Steel Water Storage Tank Painting and 01/07/25 2:00 p.m..

Improvements - Walnut Hill

To access and bid on Event(s) please go to the MWRA Supplier Portal at

https://supplier.mwra.com
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BGCD Families Enjoy VIP Holiday Shopping Thanks to Macy’s Grant: See

details below.

CONNECTTHE DOT:

BGCD Families Enjoy VIP Holiday
Shopping Thanks to Macy’s Grant:
Boys & Girls Clubs of Dorchester
would like to give a heartfelt thank
you to Macy’s South Bay for providing
an unforgettable holiday shopping
experience for four families from our
Family Engagement Program. This
incredible opportunity is just one
example of Macy’s unwavering support
for Boys & Girls Clubs of Dorchester
through their generous grant, which
funds several vital initiatives for

our families. Thank you, Macy'’s, for
your partnership and commitment

to spreading joy and making an
impact! BGCD’s Family Engagement
Program offers free play groups, a
parent support group, engagement
events, home visits and developmental
screenings for families with young
children. For more information,
please contact Huong Vu at hvu@
bgcdorchester.org.

FIND OUT WHAT'’S INSIDE:
BGCD Dance Program Hosts
Successful End of Year Winter
Recital: Boys & Girls Clubs of
Dorchester's Dance Program hosted
a Winter Recital where members of
our various Dance Classes and Baton
Program excitedly performed for an
audience full of family, Club members
and staff. Participants in Jazz Dance,
Hip Hop Dance, School Age Dance,
the Teen Dance Team, Junior Dance
Team, and Contemporary Dance all
performed group acts along with

several Solo acts and the Baton Team.

Congratulations to all the talented
performers on a terrific Recital! We
can’t wait for our Winter session of
classes to begin in January. For more
information on the Dance Program
please contact Shannon Zarnoch

at szarnoch@bgcdorchester.org. For
information on the Baton Program
please contact Katy Sullivan at
kfarrar@bgcdorchester.org.

THE REPORTER

BGCD Dance Program Hosts Successful End of Year Winter Recital:
ee details below.

DID YOU KNOW:

BGCD Members See Broadway

Hit “Hamilton” Thanks to Rodman
Theatre for Kids Program: On
December 11th, 44 members and staff
of Boys & Girls Clubs of Dorchester
traveled to The Providence Performing
Arts Center to see an outstanding
performance of the Broadway hit
“Hamilton.” Tickets to the show were
provided by our partner, Rodman for
Kids, through their Marilyn Rodman
Theatre for Kids Program. The Theatre
for Kids program opens the stage

to every child, breaking barriers

and inspiring dreams through the
performing arts. A huge thank you

to our friends at Rodman for Kids for
making this unforgettable experience—
and so much more—possible for our
members.

To explore parthership opportunities
with BGCD, contact Mike Joyce at
mjoyce@bgcdorchester.org.

617.288.7120 | 1135 Dorchester Ave. | www.bgcdorchester.org
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Warm wishes for the season, from our house to yours.

MASSACHUSETTS

CONVENTION CENTER

AUTHORITY

Marcel Vernon, Sr.
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

f /MassConvention
massconvention.com
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RECENT OBITUARIES
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FACADA, Aguinaldo
“Digar” Gomes, 95,of
Dorchester. Husband
of the late Leopoldina
“Ina” Delgado Facada.
Father of James and his
wife Linda Facada of
Dorchester, Carlota Fa-
gundo of Woonsocket,
Rhode Island, and Rosa
and her husband Gene
Carter of Dorchester.
Son of the late Manuel
Gomes and Carlota Lima
Facada. Brother-in-law
of Icilda “Ales” Facada
of Chelsea. Digar was
the last surviving of 10

siblings. Grandfather of
11.  Great-grandfather
of 1. He is also survived
by many nieces and
nephews. Donations in
Digar’s memory may
be made to St. Patrick
Church, 10 Magazine
Street, Roxbury, MA

02119, or to Lighthouse
Fellowship Church, 136
Sagamore Street, Quin-
cy, MA 02171.

HADDAD, Marion,
90, of Dorchester. Daugh-
ter of the late Fayes and
Helen Haddad. Beloved

|15 Broad Street, Ste. 800
Boston, MA 02109
617-423-4100

TEVNAN|TEVNAN

415 Neponset Avenue

617-265-4100

Attorneys at Law
www.tevhan.com

Dorchester, MA 02124

oy ¥

920 Adams St., Dorchester, MA 02124
Consecrated in 1868. Non-Sectarian.

Cedar Grove Cemetery
A quiet place on the banks of the Neponset River

Contact the office

for information on
the cost of burial
needs, memorial
benches and me-
morial trees. The
Cemetery office is
open Monday — Fri-
day 8:00 to 4:00,
and Saturday 8:00
to noon. The Cem-
ctery grounds are

open from ycar—round 7:00am to 6:00 pm- weather

permitting; 920 Adams St, Dorchester, MA 02124

617-825-1360

sister of Ann Bortolot-
ti and her late husband
Warren of Hingham,

Terri Robinson of Wash-
ington D.C., the late Fred
Haddad and Genevive
Haddad. She also leaves
behind many nieces and
nephews.

PHELAN. Paul F,, 68,
of Quincy, formerly of
Milton and Dorchester.
Paul is survived by his
son, Michael J. Phelan
of Quincy, his long-time
partner, Nancy Houri-
han of Quincy, his broth-
ers Edward Phelan (Mi-
chele) of North Attleboro
and Joseph Phelan (Car-
olyn) of North Easton

Bornon Oct. 11, 1932,
in Boston toJohn Patrick
and Elizabeth (Clark),
John Clark Devin was
baptized and grew up
in the parish of St.
Matthew in Dorchester.
He attended St. Mary’s
Seminaryin North East,
Pennsylvania, made his
novitiatein the Redemp-
torist order (CSsR) at
St. Mary’s, Ilchester,
Maryland, where he
professed temporary
vows on Aug. 2, 1953.
His final vows were pro-
nounced on Sept. 2, 1956
at Mt. St. Alphonsus
Seminary, Esopus, New
York, where he was also
ordained to the priest-
hood on June 22, 1958.

Having excelled in
Portuguese, Fr. Devin
was assigned to the
Brazilian mission in
the Vice-Province of

Fr. John Clark Devin, at 92;
served Brazilian, Portuguese
immigrants at Mission Church

Campo Grande where,
over aperiod of 23 years,
he served in Campo
Grande, Curitiba, Pon-
ta Pora, Ponta Grossa,
Telemaco Borba, and
Paranagua. His min-
isterial responsibilities
there included parishes,
mission preaching, the
Cursillo Movement, and
Christian Base Commu-
nities.

After returning to
the Baltimore Province,
Fr. Devin lived in the
communities of Boston,
Baltimore, Pittsburgh,
and Enfield, CT. Hehad a
special place in his heart
for the Brazilian and
Portuguese immigrants
whom he served for
many years out of Mis-
sion Church in Roxbury.

Redemptorist Provin-
cial Superior Fr. Pat-
rick Woods wrote to Fr.

You are certainly faithful

Valley Road, Timonium

Devin in 2006: “Your
zeal speaks of your love
of your missionary vo-
cation. I am delighted
that you will continue to
minister to the Brazilian
Immigrants. Ministry
to immigrants has been
a hallmark of the Balti-
more Province since we
first came here in 1832.

to the tradition.”
Funeral services were

scheduled in Stella Maris

Chapel, 2300 Dulaney

MD on Wed., Dec. 18,
2024, with burial to
follow at Sacred Heart
of Jesus Cemetery in
Baltimore. A special
Memorial Mass will
be celebrated with the
Brazilian community
at Mission Church in
Boston in January on a
date to be determined.

and his sister Mary Phel-
an of Bridgewater and

niece Erin and nephews
Patrick, Christopher and

LEGAL NOTICES

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT
PROBATE AND FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Probate & Family Court
24 New Chardon Street
Boston, MA 02114
(617) 788-8300
CITATION ON PETITION FOR
FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Docket No. SU24P2665EA
ESTATE OF:
EUGENE J. HAUPTMAN
DATE OF DEATH: 08/19/2024
A Petition for Formal Probate of Will has
been filed by Elizbieta Banach of Boston,
MA requesting that the Court enter a formal
Decree and Order and for such other relief
as requested in the Petition.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of the
Petition from the Petitioner or at the Court.
You have a right to object to this proceeding.
To do so, you or your attorney must file a
written appearance and objection at this
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on the return day
of 01/23/2025.
Thisis NOT a hearing date, butadeadline by
which you must file a written appearance and
objection if you object to this proceeding. If
youfailtofile atimely written appearance and
objectionfollowed by an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of the return day, action
may be taken without further notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
APersonal Representative appointed under
the MUPC inan unsupervised administration
is not required to file an inventory or annual
accounts with the Court. Persons interested
in the estate are entitled to notice regarding
the administration directly from the Personal
Representative and may petition the Courtin
any matter relating to the estate, including
the distribution of assets and expenses of
administration.
Witness, HON. BRIAN J. DUNN, First
Justice of this Court.
Date: December 12, 2024
Stephanie L. Everett, Esq.
Register of Probate

Published: December 26, 2024

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE & FAMILY COURT
SUFFOLK DIVISION
24 NEW CHARDON STREET
BOSTON, MA 02114
(617) 788-8300
Docket No. SU24W1935WD
SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION
KHADESAJOR BARRIE,
Plaintiff(s)
V.

STEWART CHARLES,
Defendant(s)
To the above-named Defendant(s)
Stewart Charles,

A Complaint has been presented to
this Court by the Plaintiff Khadesajor
Barrie, seeking a Complaint for Custo-
dy-Support-Parenting-Time.

You are required to serve upon
Khadesajor Barrie, 38 Westfield Street,
Apt. 1, Boston, MA 02124 your answer
on or before 01/16/2025.

If you fail to do so, the court will
proceed to the hearing and adjudication
of this action. You are also required to
file a copy of your answer in the office
of the Register of this Court at 24 New
Chardon St., Boston, MA 02114.

Witness, BRIAN J. DUNN, Esquire,
First Justice of said Court, this 16th day
of December 2024.

Stephanie L. Everett, Esq.
Register of Probate
Published: December 26, 2024

DOLAN

FUNERAL HOMES &
CREMATION SERVICES

DORCHESTER & MILTON, MASSACHUSETTS

617-298-8011

WWW.DOLANFUNERAL.COM

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT
PROBATE & FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Probate & Family Court
24 New Chardon Street
Boston, MA 02114
(617) 788-8300
Docket No. SU24A0993AD
CITATION
G.L.c. 210, §6
INTHE MATTER OF:
NAKARI STORM BYRON-ARTIS
To:
Valerie Elisa Artis, any unnamed or
unknown parent and persons inter-
ested in a petition for the adoption
of said child and to the Department
of Children and Families of said
Commonwealth.
A petition has been presented to
said court by:
Janielle Jaqueta Byron of
Boston, MA
requesting for leave to adopt said
child and that the name of the child
be changed to Nakari Storm Byron.
If you object to this adoption
you are entitled to the appoint-
ment of an attorney if you are an
indigent person.
Anindigent person is defined by SIC
Rule 3:10. The definition includes but
is not limited to persons receiving
TAFDC, EACDC, poverty related
veteran’s benfits, Medicaid, and SSI.
The Court will determine if you are in-
digent. Contact an Assistant Judicial
Case Manager or Adoption Clerk of
the Court on or before the date listed
below to obtain the necessary forms.
Ifyou desire to object thereto, you
or your attorney must file a written
appearance in said court at: Boston
onorbeforeteno’clockinthe morning
(10:00 AM) on: 02/17/2025.
Witness, Hon. Brian J. Dunn, First
Justice of this Court.
Date: December 17, 2024
Stephanie L. Everett, Esq.
Register of Probate
Published: December 26, 2024
January 2, 2025, January 9, 2025

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
THETRIAL COURT

PROBATE & FAMILY COURT
SUFFOLK PROBATE AND FAMILY COURT
24 NEW CHARDON STREET

BOSTON, MA 02114
617-788-8300

CITATION ON PETITION
TO CHANGE NAME
Docket No. SU24C0667CA
INTHE MATTER OF:
HENRY TEIXEIRA TAYLOR

A Petition to Change Name
of Adult has been filed by Henry
Teixeira Taylor of Boston, MA
requesting that the court enter a
Decree changing their name to:

Henry Teixeira DoSouto
IMPORTANT NOTICE

Any person may appear for
purposes of objecting to the petition
by filing an appearance at: Suffolk
Probate and Family Court before
10:00 a.m. on the return day of
01/09/2025. This is NOT a hearing
date, but a deadline by which you
mustfile awritten appearance if you
object to this proceeding.

Witness, HON.BRIANJ. DUNN,
First Justice of this Court.

Date: December 13, 2024

Stephanie L. Everett, Esq.
Register of Probate
Published: December 26, 2024

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT
PROBATE AND FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Probate & Family Court
24 New Chardon Street
Boston, MA 02114
(617) 788-8300
CITATION ON PETITION FOR
FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Docket No. SU24P2666EA
TE OF:
MARIA E. MACRELLI
DATE OF DEATH: 05/25/2023
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Probate of Will with-
Appointment of Personal Representative
has been filed by Robert J. Macrelli of
Dorchester, MA requesting that the Court
enteraformal Decree and Order and for such
other relief as requested in the Petition. The
Petitioner requests that: Robert J. Macrelli of
Dorchester, MA be appointed as Personal
Representative(s) of said estate to serve
Without Surety on the bond in unsupervised
administration.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of the
Petition from the Petitioner or at the Court.
You have aright to object to this proceeding.
To do so, you or your attorney must file a
written appearance and objection at this
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on the return day
of 01/23/2025.
Thisis NOT a hearing date, but a deadline by
which you must file awritten appearance and
objection if you object to this proceeding. If
youfailto file atimely written appearance and
objection followed by an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of the return day, action
may be taken without further notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
APersonal Representative appointed under
the MUPC in an unsupervised administration
is not required to file an inventory or annual
accounts with the Court. Persons interested
in the estate are entitled to notice regarding
the administration directly from the Personal
Representative and may petitionthe Courtin
any matter relating to the estate, including
the distribution of assets and expenses of
administration.
Witness, HON. BRIAN J. DUNN, First
Justice of this Court.
Date: December 18, 2024
Stephanie L. Everett, Esq.
Register of Probate

Published: December 26, 2024

Matthew. Paul is also
survived by his uncles,
numerous cousins and
friends. Paul joins his
parents, Edward J. Phel-
an and Mary P. Phelan
in heaven. Paul had a
lengthy career in the IT
and financial institutions
industries with his latest
role as a AVP/Treasury
Sales Analyst at Bank of
America. Donations may
be made to The Multiple
Myeloma Research Foun-
dation, themmrf.org

LEGAL NOTICE

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT
PROBATE & FAMILY COURT
SUFFOLK PROBATE & FAMILY COURT
24 NEW CHARDON STREET
BOSTON, MA 02114
CITATION GIVING NOTICE
OF PETITION FOR
APPOINTMENT OF GUARDIAN
FOR INCAPACITATED PERSON
PURSUANT TO G.L. c. 190B, §5-304
Docket No. SU24P2682GD
IN THE MATTER OF:
SHAWN LOINEE
of BOSTON, MA
RESPONDENT
Alleged Incapacitated Person

To the named Respondent and all other
interested persons, a petition has been filed
by Department of Mental Health of West-
borough, MA in the above captioned matter
alleging that Shawn Loinee is in need of a
Guardian and requesting that Max Lazard
of West Bridgewater, MA (or some other
suitable person) be appointed as Guardian
to serve on the bond.

The petition asks the Court to determine
that the Respondent is incapacitated, that
the appointment of a Guardian is neces-
sary, and that the proposed Guardian is
appropriate. The petition is on file with this
court and may contain a request for certain
specific authority.

You have the right to object to this
proceeding. If you wish to do so, you or
your attorney must file a written appearance
at this court on or before 10:00 A.M. on the
return date of 01/09/2025. This day is NOT
ahearing date, but a deadline date by which
you have to file the written appearance if
you object to the petition. If you fail to file
the written appearance by the return date,
action may be taken in this matter without
further notice to you. In addition to filing the
written appearance, you or your attorney
must file awritten affidavit stating the specific
facts and grounds of your objection within
30 days after the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

The outcome of this proceeding may limit
or completely take away the above-named
person’s right to make decisions about
personal affairs or financial affairs or both.
The above-named person has therightto ask
for alawyer. Anyone may make this request
on behalf of the above-named person. If the
above-named person cannot afford alawyer,
one may be appointed at State expense.

Witness, Hon. BrianJ. Dunn, First Justice
of this Court.

Stephanie L. Everett, Esq.
Register of Probate
Date: December 16, 2024

Published: December 26, 2024

Don’t miss a week
of The Reporter.

Get the newspaper delivered to your door.
Here’s the deal:
$50 for 52 weeks.

Call 617-436-1222
to subscribe.
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Mildred Ave Senior Drop-in
hosts holiday party

The Mildred Avenue Senior Drop-in
program in Mattapan hosted a festive
Christmas party last Thursday (Dec.
19) with food, singing, and plenty of
festive attire from the scores of seniors
in attendance. The Senior Drop-in,
now the go-to program for older adults
in Dorchester and Mattapan, is also
preparing to celebrate its second year

Emmeline Dyer won a
raffleitem after drawing
her own name from the
hat.

Caroling was provided
by Ashley Villard, a
friend of the program
and daughter of one of
the participants.

At right: Deborah
Smith-Pressley, Carol
Smith, Tiffany Pierce,
Anna Coleman, Barbara
Crichlow, Faith Jack-
son, Leslie Ann Milton,
and Kenya Beaman en-
joyedrockin’ around the
Christmas tree.

in early 2025.

The Christmas party featured sing-
ing from Ashley Villard, the daughter
of one of the drop-in participants and
a Boston Public School teacher, as well
as a festive lunch from Related Beal

development.
-SETH DANIEL

THE REPORTER
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Barbara Howard, Tina Durant, and Daisy King enjoyed one another’s company

at the Christmas party.

BY MILTON
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Seth Daniel photos

from her

CORCORAN
[ENNISON

corcoranjennison.com

Companies

Corcoran Jennison’s portfolio includes, residential housing, hotels, resorts,
health facilities, academic campuses, retail centers, and golf courses.

cjapts.com
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THE WAY OUR SYSTEM MAP
SHOULD LOOK

Last fall, our MBTA map showed more than 200 slow zones across all our subway lines. Today? It's the way our
system map should look - free of slow zones and ready to deliver smoother, faster, and safer rides for you. And
now even when new slow zones do pop up occasionally, we are committed to removing them within 30 days.
This milestone is thanks to months of tireless effort by our teams and the patience and support of our riders.
While there's still more to come in 2025, this marks a significant leap toward a better MBTA experience for everyone.

So many reasons to
Get on Board.



