
By Seth Daniel
newS eDitor

Two women restaurateurs are 
on the fast track to open a full-ser-
vice Dominican-themed restau-
rant and function hall early next 
year on Blue Hill Avenue. Plans 
for a 240-seat restaurant with a 
full liquor license – called El Pun-
to – and an affiliated 148-person 
function space were discussed at 
an abutters’ meeting on Dec.12.

Wandaly Ortiz and business 
partner Yira Pena secured a full 
liquor license for the establish-
ment last year and received city 
approvals to go forward in 2023. 
But the partners are now looking 
for support and working to renew 
their approvals with a goal of 
opening in February.

El Punto will be one of the first 
full-service restaurants on Blue 
Hill Avenue to hold a liquor license, 
though other applicants are hop-
ing to secure permits in a process 
approved through state legislation 
earlier this year. 

“I just think it’s a great area for 
us right in the middle of Dorches-
ter Center and the cornerstone of 
where we like to gather as Domin-
icans,” said Pena. “We’re right 
there in the middle of it by Blue 
Hill Avenue and American Legion 
Highway and that’s precisely why 
it’s called El Punto.”

Pena said part of their business 
plan is “about getting people 

off the street and the gathering 
places and out of their cars and 
into a nice place so they can enjoy 
themselves and not have to drive 
to Lawrence.”

El Punto first went through 
the permitting process without 
a liquor license in 2023, but 

having secured one since, they 
have brought their plans back to 
community groups and the Zoning 
Board of Appeal. Pena said they 
are working through that process 
and haven’t to date encountered 
any major opposition.

   Volume 41  Issue 51 Thursday, December 19, 2024               50¢

All contents 
© 2024 Boston 
Neighborhood 

News, Inc.

Dorchester Reporter
“The News and Values Around the Neighborhood”

(Continued on page 4)

(Continued on page 14)

Stroll draws
festive crowd
to the Village

Wu vows to move 
ahead with plans 
for White Stadium
Rising costs fuel
opponents’ stance 

Batson complex clears
key hurdle in bid for
state building funds

By CaSSiDy MCneeley
reporter Staff

On Saturday afternoon 
a section of Minot Street 
and Ross Road filled up 
with hundreds of fami-
lies, friends, and “fur ba-
bies” for Adams Village’s 
inaugural Holiday Stroll.

With the roadway in 
front of Blasi’s Kitchen 
and Bar and Lynn Mo-
nahan’s Fringe Boutique 
closed to traffic, the 
Grinch had room to serve 
up cotton candy while 
Santa posed for pictures 
with neighborhood chil-
dren.

Dot native Lauren 
Scherer-Geehan was one 
of the volunteers who, 
along with her 17-year-
old daughter Addison 
and her friends, helped 
to turn the village into a 
holiday wonderland. 

“I know Lynn,” she 
said, “and she asked if I 
would help plan it. I said 
yes. I’ve lived here for 
40 years. I know a lot of 
the community members 
and I thought it would be 
really fun.” 

A self-published chil-
dren’s author, Scher-
er-Geehan added, “I 

IT’S SANTA’S TIME TO SHINE

(Continued on page 4)

El Punto, an eatery with 240 seats, eyed 
for Blue Hill Ave. at Talbot in early ’25

(Continued on page 21)

By Colin a. young
State houSe newS ServiCe

Despite new criticism over costs and impacts, Mayor 
Wu last week vowed to press forward with the city’s 
plan to fund its share of a partnership agreement 
that would transform the currently decrepit White 
Stadium in Franklin Park into a modern sports fa-
cility that would be shared by city schoolkids and a 
for-profit women’s soccer team.

The city and Boston Unity Soccer Partners LLC, 
a for-profit company, say the new stadium and com-
plex would host the new BOS Nation FC, provide 
a state-of-the-art facility for Boston Public School 
(BPS) students to use as their home turf and still 
be available for community use. BPS, which is re-
sponsible for the existing stadium, cannot afford to 
renovate it alone, the city has said.

The Boston Globe and The Dorchester Reporter 
noted last week that the total cost of the project had 
about doubled from its initial number to nearly $200 
million, with the city’s estimated share of the con-
struction costs rising from $50 million to $91 million. 
And while the soccer team expects to start play in 
2026, a trial scheduled for March in a lawsuit lodged 
by local opponents in now threatening that timeline.

In a Dec. 11 radio interview on WGBH, the mayor 
acknowledged the jump in estimated project costs and 
said that both the city and the soccer team share the 
responsibility for cost overruns. And she defended 
the project as co-host Jim Braude prodded her about 
considering alternatives, particularly as the Legisla-
ture has now opened the door to a professional soccer 
stadium in Everett.

“The costs of renovating something that has been 
falling apart for 40 years are significant ... Each side 
is responsible for what happens with costs on either 
side, and I will share that the increase in costs has 
happened on both sides, on the city and the team,” 

By Seth Daniel
newS eDitor

Another Dorchester school building project has 
taken a major step toward securing funding from the 
Massachusetts School Building Authority (MSBA). 
In a unanimous decision last Friday, the state board 
voted to include the Ruth Batson Academy— formerly 
the BCLA/McCormack School on Columbia Point — 
on its list of approved projects to fund.

The decision is a big win for the Boston school 
district, which secured a similar approval from the 
authority last December to advance plans for a new 
building to house the merged Shaw-Taylor School 
communities on the Dorchester-Mattapan border.

While the designations don’t guarantee that ei-
ther project will ultimately be funded or built, state 
funding is essential to advancing projects for school 
districts. It  has on occasion proven elusive for the 
Boston system. Of 47 requests from 36 districts 
statewide, 22 were added to the list this year

In testimony before the MSBA last Friday, BPS 
Superintendent Mary Skipper thanked the panel 
for its support. 

“We know you get many, many statements of in-

Owner Wandaly Ortiz, COO Yira Pena, and General Manager Maricelle 
Nieves hope to be open for business in February. Seth Daniel photo

Sweet sign-up for Dot Block
Sweet Teez Bakery owner Teresa 

Thompson Maynard, at right, will 
open a new store on the ground level 
of Dot Block apartment complex 
next year, she says, in the hope 
“that the bakery can be a space for 
community members to gather, and 
to feel inspired, and emboldened to 
pursue their own dreams” amidst 
cakes, cupcakes, brownies and pies.

Story, Page 21.     Family photo

Santa Claus visited Codman Square on Sun., Dec. 8, to greet the children of 
the community ahead of Christmas, joining Mayor Wu and other dignitaries 
on the Enchanted Trolley tour.  Seth Daniel photo
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Police, Courts & Fire

The 2025 Project DEEP Celebrate Dorches-
ter calendars are now on sale at College 
Hype on Gallivan Boulevard and The Daily 
on Savin Hill Ave. The calendars feature 
original watercolors by Dorchester artist 
Celia McDonough and cost just $15 while 
supplies last. All proceeds benefit Project 
DEEP, which assists neighborhood kids and 
teens with a one-on-one tutoring program 
and other educational supports, including 
high school placement assistance, and 
exam preps. See projectdeep.org for 
more info.
State Sen. Nick Collins hosts an info session 
on Tax Amnesty and Relief at Florian Hall, 
55 Hallet St., Dorchester this Friday morn-
ing (Dec. 20) at 11:30. Join him,  ABCD, and 
the Mass. Dept. of Revenue Office of the 
Taxpayer Advocate for details on how to 
access the benefits of a state tax amnesty 
period.
Youth hockey teams from across Boston – 

including Dorchester Youth Hockey (DYS) – 
are now competing for the title of “Boston’s 
Best” at the 2024 Mayor’s Cup Ice Hockey 
Tournament. Hosted by the Boston Parks 
and Recreation Department with support 
from the Boston Bruins Foundation and 
P&G Gillette, it began on Dec. 13, with 136 
games scheduled at eight rinks throughout 
the city – including Devine Rink and UMa-
ss Boston in Dorchester.  For a full game 
schedule, go to boston.gov/sports.
Leland Faulkner will present “World of 
Wonder,” a shadow-theatre performance 
at the JFK Library on Fri., Dec. 27, at 10:30 
a.m. This multi-cultural theatrical “feast” 
using silhouettes made only with his hands 
is called “sophisticated and humorous.” 
See jfklibrary.org/celebrate or call 617-
514-1644.
The 26th annual Haitian Independence 
Day Gala is Sat., Jan. 4, at 7 p.m. at IBEW 
Local 103 in Dorchester. Join us for a 

night of music and cultural pride as we 
commemorate Haiti›s independence. For 
tickets call (617) 417-8421. Proceeds to 
support the Toussaint Louverture Cultural 
Center (TLCC) of Massachusetts.
Boston Gives Back Winter Wonderland 
celebration this Saturday (Dec. 21) from 
noon to 8:30 p.m. at the Bruce C. Bolling 
Municipal Building. Bring your little ones 
to learn about Christmas, Hanukkah, and 
Kwanzaa through games and activities! 
Get your picture with Santa, pick up free 
gift-wrapping supplies, giveaways, and 
more! Food will be provided. Registration 
is required to reserve your family’s size 
for gifts and supplies. Go to cityofboston.
gov to register.e information, contact 617-
981-5201.

SEND IN EVENT NOTICES TO 
NEWSEDITOR@DOTNEWS.COM
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Renovation work is underway at Walsh Park 

Campbell to leave Mattapan for 
South Coast town of Dartmouth

Work crews fenced off Walsh Playground in Dorchester earlier this month and began work on the $3 mil-
lion reconstruction of the seven-acre, city-owned park that is nestled between Lower Mills and Codman 
Hill. The project, which is expected to take about nine months to complete, will result in an improved 
girls’ softball field, tennis courts, and other amenities. The park’s basketball courts are also set to be 
rehabilitated, along with the installation of a water feature and shade structure. The playground is 
named for Gunnery Sgt. William Gary Walsh, who was killed in action in the Battle of Iwo Jima in 1945 
and posthumously awarded the Medal of Honor.  Seth Daniel photo

Victim in Devon St. murder
ID’d as Bayonne, NJ, resident

A man who was shot and killed last Monday (Dec. 9) 
on Devon Street has been identified as Keith Cousin, 
37, of Bayonne, NJ, according to Boston Police. Cousin 
was pronounced dead at the scene after he was shot 
multiple times. Two men arrested near the shooting 
scene— Darius Powell, 25, of Woonsocket, R.I., and 
Daiquan Miller, 25, of Dorchester— were arraigned 
on gun charges in Dorchester court the next day and 
were ordered held without bail pending a dangerous 
hearing on Dec. 17. They have not been charged in 
the homicide. Anyone with information is urged to 
contact detectives at 617-343-4470.

•••
A man accused of trying to assemble a collection 

of explosives in his Dorchester home pleaded guilty 
last week to two counts of being a felon in possession 
of a firearm and ammunition following his arrest by 
federal agents at the Ruggles T stop on Thanksgiving 
2020.

Pepo Herd El, also known as Pepo Wamchawi 
Herd, 51, has been held in custody ever since, most 
recently at a federal prison medical center in North 
Carolina, where doctors only declared him “restored 
to competency” – and able to face a potential trial– 
last month, according to court records.

El now faces up to ten years in prison at his Jan. 
2 sentencing, the US Attorney’s office in Boston re-
ported. Herd espouses Black sovereign-citizen beliefs,  
including his right to carry weapons.

He was charged as a felon under federal law be-
cause of several convictions in 2004, including two 
for possession of firearms without a license, the US 
Attorney’s office said. He was convicted on Oct. 27 

Boston firefighters responded to 31 Hazelton St. 
in Mattapan around 3:45 a.m. last Saturday (Dec. 
14) for what developed into a two-alarm fire. The 
Boston Fire Department reported that the blaze, 
which burned through the roof, displaced nine 
adults and five children, but that there were no 
injuries, though there was an estimated $750,000 
in damage to the multi-family building.  Volunteers 
from Boston Sparks, in addition to providing water 
for firefighters, spread around a lot of rock salt in 
the sub-freezing temperatures, the department 
added.  BFD photo

Attorney General An-
drea J. Campbell and 
her family are moving 
out of Mattapan for a 
new home in the South 
Coast Massachusetts 
town of Dartmouth in 
the new year. Campbell, 
who represented parts of 
Dorchester and Matta-
pan as a city councillor 
for three terms before 
running for mayor of 
Boston in 2021, informed 
supporters about her 
plans in an email last 
Friday (Dec. 13).

Calling the decision 
both “exciting” and “bit-
tersweet,” Campbell said 

she and her husband 
Matt and their two chil-
dren “will always be 
connected to D4 and plan 
to frequently visit my 
extended family who will 
remain in Mattapan and 
the countless life-long 
friends we have made 
there.

“This decision was not 
an easy one,” she wrote, 
“but after significant 
prayer and meaningful 
discussion and reflection, 
we ultimately decided 
that it was the best deci-
sion for our family.”

–REPORTER STAFF
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By Seth Daniel
newS eDitor

The Department of 
Conservation and Rec-
reation (DCR) plans to 
install a new pump sta-
tion near Phillips Candy 
House and Boston Bowl 
as part of the effort to re-
duce flooding in that area 
of Morrissey Boulevard 
and the new Neponset 
Greenway extension, 
where tidal events and 
storms often result in 
high water.

The state agency ex-
plained its plan to the 
Boston Conservation 
Commission at a meeting 
last Wednesday (Dec. 
11). Though the project 
has not yet gone out to 
bid, DCR estimates the 
station will cost $3 mil-
lion. A previous phase 
of the project is being 
constructed within the 
development of the Gre-
enway extension.

“The purpose of the 
project is to construct a 
pump station that will 
alleviate flooding that 
occurs on Morrissey Bou-
levard during frequent, 
nuisance rain events,” 
read the project report 
prepared for DCR by 
HDR Engineering.

At present, during high 
tide and storm surge 
events, water from the 
Neponset River backs up 
into a 48-inch discharge 
pipe, causing the tide gate 
to close. On the one hand, 
that helps in keeping 

tidal flooding out; on the 
other, when high tide co-
incides with heavy rain, 
the combination creates 

a lake-effect situation: 
high water building up 
with nowhere to go.

“Stormwater then 
backs up into the drain-
age system and creates lo-
calized nuisance flooding 
within Morrissey Boule-
vard that make driving 
conditions hazardous,” 
the report noted. “The 
flooding occurs at an 
existing catch basin on 
Morrissey Boulevard 
across from McKone 
Street and adjacent to 
the Market Place on Mor-
rissey shopping plaza. 
When the tide recedes, 
the tide gate opens and 
allows for flood waters 
to discharge through the 
outlet pipe and flooding 
within Morrissey Boule-
vard subsides.”

The new plan is to 
install a “duplex sub-
mersible pump station” 
at the rear of the park-
ing lot that includes a 
short discharge pipe that 
bypasses the tide gate 
– allowing the localized 
flooding to be pumped 
out. The station would 
be underground.

Currently, the DCR 
staff responds to flood-
ing with portable trailer 
pumps.

Port Norfolk resident 
Maria Lyons, a member 
of the Neponset River 
Greenway Council, said 
the pump station is a 
good step, but asserted 
that it won’t stop all the 
damage predicted in mod-

els done by the Boston 
Water and Sewer Com-
mission (BWSC) that 
show intense flooding in 
the Morrissey Boulevard 
area. She noted some 
questions still need to be 
answered, such as wheth-
er discharged water from 
the new pump will be 
filtered.

“I would not want to 
pollute the river, espe-
cially at Tenean Beach,” 
she said.

She also suggested 
long-term solutions to 
mitigate Morrissey flood-
ing – like water retention 
areas to hold floodwaters 
before discharging them, 
and to begin requir-
ing permeable materials 
other than asphalt on 
projects and renovations 
along the Boulevard 
corridor.

The first phase of the 
project, being construct-
ed as part of the Green-
way extension, includes a 
pump discharge pipe and 
connection to the existing 
downstream manhole 
along with the trans-
former pad, electrical 
conduit, and cables. It is 
also part of larger efforts 
in the area, aligning with 
the Morrissey Boulevard 
and Kosciuszko Circle 
Redesign, Neponset Riv-
er Greenway Extension, 
JFK/UMass Station Ac-
cess Plan, and Climate 
Ready Boston’s Coastal 
Resilience Solutions for 
Dorchester.

A map showing the pro-
posed location of the 
new pump station in the 
back of the Boston Bowl 
parking lot on Morrissey 
Boulevard adjacent to 
I-93 southbound.
An example of the flood-
ing events that can occur 
in the vicinity of the 
proposed pump station: 
dangerous flooding on 
Morrissey Boulevard 
southbound by the Mur-
phy School. 

Graphics courtesy 
of DCR

New pump station planned to counter Morrissey flooding
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Oh, what
fun!

Wu vows to move ahead with plans for White Stadium
said Wu. “And we’re 
working toward the final 
lease details and I think 
that will become clear,” 
she added.

Braude took note 
of Wu’s concerns as a 
city councillor about 
the failed Boston 2024 
Olympics plan and the 
potential for cost over-
runs to ultimately come 
at the expense of other 
city spending. He asked 
the mayor if she would 
guarantee that city tax-
payers will not be on the 
hook for any more of the 
project costs if the city’s 
share rises again to more 
than the $91 million, 
similar to a question he 
said he asked leading 
Olympics booster John 
Fish years ago.

“We are going to pay 
for our half of the sta-
dium, no matter what 
it costs,” Wu said. “But 
we’re about to begin 

construction, and we feel 
that the estimates that 
we have are going to be 
in the ballpark of what 
is needed, and that this 
overall is going to be a 

deal that is worth it for 
generations to come for 
our city.”

Residents and parks 
advocates who oppose 
the plan for the new 

stadium have banded 
together as the Franklin 
Park Defenders citizens 
group to sue the city and 
team in Superior Court, 
and a judge recently set 
a March 18, 2025 date 
for a trial. 

“Boston taxpayers are 
being asked to write 
a blank check for the 
benefit of BOS Nation’s 
millionaire investors, 
with no limit to how 
much this bloated proj-

ect could ultimately cost 
us,” Dorchester resident 
Jessica Spruill said in a 
statement. “The rush to 
complete this massive 
project on the soccer 
team’s forced timeline 
will certainly lead to 
additional cost overruns. 
There is still time for 
Mayor Wu to rethink this 
mistake and reconsider 
the many reasonable 
alternatives.”

Without addressing 

the group specifically, 
Wu responded to the ar-
gument from some that 
the city should instead 
spend about $20 million 
to renovate the existing 
stadium as a modest high 
school facility.

“This was built in 
1949. So at $8 [million] 
to $20 million, sure 
we could repaint some 
things, sure we could 
make some cosmetic 
changes,” the mayor 
said. “But it would not 
allow us to really take 
things to the next level.”

On Tuesday, City 
Councillor Ed Flynn 
called on Wu to abandon 
the plan based on the 
rising cost to taxpayers. 
“We should cancel this 
proposal immediately,” 
he said, “and work to-
gether with residents 
and stakeholders across 
the city to provide the 
best option not only for 
our city and supporting 
a professional women’s 
soccer team, but one 
that incorporates the 
voice of our residents and 
student athletes as well.”

Staff from The Report-
er contributed to this 
article.

(Continued from page 1)

terest and you are only 
able to fund so many and 
we’re especially apprecia-
tive of this invitation,” 
said Skipper. “In Boston, 
our goal is to make sure 
every student we serve in 
BPS has a high-quality 
experience and modern 
facilities and those facil-
ities are able to support 
their goals and passions 
and dreams.”

Skipper pointed to the 
newly opened Josiah 
Quincy Upper School in 
Chinatown, which was 
funded in partnership 
with the MSBA. She 
noted how its new au-
ditorium and Black Box 
Theatre have uplifted 
that school community.

The Batson project, 
she said, would give 
Dorchester a non-exam 
school option housed in 

a new facility partnering 
with UMass Boston as a 
“university school.”

“If this project is fund-
ed ultimately, it will 
provide a state-of-the-art 
7-12 school in Dorchester 
for us,” said Skipper, who 
noted that such a facility 
is only possible if MSBA 
votes later on for the 
funding it will share with 
the city.

Councillor John Fitz-
Gerald said he was ex-
cited to see a new school 
proposed in District 3. 
“We look at the Josiah 
Quincy and the rave 
reviews it has from an 
architectural standpoint 
and for kids looking to go 
to school there,” he said. 
“That kind of experience 
would be very welcome 
in Dorchester. The good 
thing about the MSBA 
process is there are mul-
tiple occasions to check in 
on the financial aspects 
along the way…The re-
ality is we’re about three 
years away from getting 
anything in the ground.”

The road to Friday’s 
decision was opened last 
April, when the Batson 
project was submitted for 
consideration to MSBA. 

“Mayor Michelle Wu 
will file a loan order with 
City Council to appro-
priate funds for project 
costs through schematic 
design, including costs 
for a design firm and an 
(owners project man-
ager),” the application 
read. “The timeline for 
City approval of project 
funds would have to be in 
January and February of 
2025, as December 11 also 
marks the last day of the 

2024 legislative session 
for the Council. Similar 
to past loan orders for 
MSBA projects, the pro-
cess to appropriate the 
funds would likely take 
four to six weeks.”

The city council must 
hold a hearing and com-
plete two affirmative 
votes before the mayor 
can move forward on the 
project.

Councillor Brian Wor-
rell, chair of Ways and 
Means, noted that the 
Council approved sim-
ilar spending for the 
Shaw-Taylor school plan 
last fall. His office has in-
dicated that such funding 
would likely be secured 
through a bond offering. 

The current Bat-
son Academy facili-
ty on Mount Vernon 
Street, built in 1967, is 
deemed antiquated and 
ill-equipped to support 
the amenities needed 
for a grade 7-12 school, 
according to the city’s 
application, which noted 
that a Facilities Condition 
Assessment scored a 9. 
The average score is 28. 

However, the site of the 
school is deemed “large 
enough that with a large-
scale renovation, it could 
fit up to an ‘ideal’ large 
7-12 model space summa-
ry,” the city argued in its 
application.

The BCLA in Hyde 
Park merged with the Mc-
Cormack School in 2018, 
and gradually phased out 
the Hyde Park location 
over several years, with 
all students on the Co-
lumbia Point campus for 
the first time this year.

(Continued from page 1)

Batson complex clears
key hurdle in bid for
state building funds

A recent view of current conditions at White Stadium in Franklin Park.  Robin Lubbock/WBUR photo
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Seasons Greetings 
from Cambridge 

Savings Bank. 

Coming in early 2025.
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Papa John’sPapa John’s  
Just BookishJust Bookish
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Via CannuciaVia Cannucia

Fields Corner YogaFields Corner Yoga
My Sister’s Sandwich CafeMy Sister’s Sandwich Cafe

Tiffany PinkTiffany Pink

H. Levenbaum
Insurance Agency

As one of the oldest businesses in the area 
(over 100 years)

new businesses to our neighborhood!

We invite all our
neighbors & ALL local

groups in Fields Corner to
join us in supporting &
welcoming them to the

community!

BEST WISHES
BEST WISHES
BEST WISHES   

TO ALL OUR BUSINESS
TO ALL OUR BUSINESS
TO ALL OUR BUSINESS    

NEIGHBORS FOR 2025!
NEIGHBORS FOR 2025!
NEIGHBORS FOR 2025!
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This charity tells active military: 
Volunteer at a non-profit, get a plane ticket home for the holidays

By CaSSiDy MCneeley
reporter Staff

Dot native Maureen Byrne 
has gone the extra mile to help 
servicemen and women travel 
home for the holidays through 
her Boston-based nonprofit, 
Miles for Military.

The organization lets ac-
tive-duty service members 
trade volunteer hours for 
flights they would otherwise 
not be able to afford. Specifi-
cally, Miles for Military helps 
those in the most junior ranks 
fly home at no cost. 

Byrne, a Marine mom, was 
always thankful that her son, 
Ronan Barrett, a corporal 
electrician, and his best friend, 
Danny O’Toole, a corporal 
sniper, could make it home for 
“the moments that matter,” 
but she knew that many of 
their peers didn’t have the 
same luxury.

“One Thanksgiving it was 
almost $900 to send Ronan 
home from North Carolina 
to Boston,” said Byrne, who 
grew up in the Ashmont Hill 
neighborhood. “It just made 
me think there are so many 
kids that don’t get to go home. 
Every day I’m reading a story 
or I’m talking to a Marine or a 
soldier and some of the stories 
are just so heartbreaking.”

Byrne wanted to help reunite 
other families, but she wasn’t 
sure how. One weekend when 
she was talking to Ronan, she 
learned that he sometimes left 
his base at Camp Lejeune to 
volunteer in the community. 

That’s when the lightbulb 
went off. 

“I thought: ‘What if we ask 
these kids to do volunteer work 
and they can earn a ticket?’ 
It’s like a win-win,” said By-
rne. “A lot of the kids love to 
volunteer. It gets them out of 
their barracks, off base, and 
doing things that they really 
enjoy, learning new skills and 
meeting new friends.”

Thus, Miles for Military was 
born. 

“I brought the idea to a friend 
of mine who helped me kick-
start it up, which is why we’ve 
been able to fly up to a hundred 
homes this season. But we 
really need more donations,” 
Byrne told The Reporter. “We 
need people to go to our web-
site— www.milesformilitary.
org— hit that donate button, 
and help.”

Though the organization 
is especially popular around 
Christmas, Miles for Military 

operates year-round. 
“The moments that matter 

can be holidays, they could 
be summer, they can also be 
weddings, they can be funerals, 
sadly,” said Byrne. “Even the 
smallest donation can be put 
toward a ticket to get a kid 
home to see his mom, dad, 
friends, or grandma.”

After volunteering for 25 
hours at any 501(c)(3) orga-
nization, active-duty service 
members can file an applica-

tion for an airline ticket at 
least two weeks prior to their 
requested travel. The Miles 
for Military team then reviews 
and confirms the application 
and helps the service member 
book a flight anywhere within 
the contiguous 48 states. 

The organization has flown 
individuals to California, Or-
egon, Arizona, Missouri, and 
more. Just last week, two Ma-
rines from Massachusetts flew 
into Logan Airport, thanks to 
Miles for Military. 

“Saturday morning, we had 
[Private First Class] Antonio 
Marcucci from Fall River flying 
home. I met him at the airport 
with his mom and his mom’s 
wife. It was really nice,” said 
Byrne. “Sunday night I had 
[Marine Corporal] Nicolas 
‘Nico’ Serret fly home. He 
hadn’t been home for 2 years 
and 4 months. I went to brunch 
Monday at the house to visit 
with the family.”

Byrne hopes to see many 
more members of the armed 
forces return home to their 
families this holiday season. 
“We’re seeking to grow our 
donor base through corporate 
partnerships and private do-
nations,” said Byrne. “Our 
goal is to raise a lot of money; 
that is our number one goal … 
because the demand is great.”

She added, “We really want 
to scale this to the point where 
we don’t have to turn anybody 
away.”

On Saturday morning (Dec. 7), Maureen Byrne greeted Pfc. Antonio Marcucci at Logan Airport 
before he set out for home in Fall River to experience the holidays with family and friends. 
With him was his mother, Jennifer Harris.   Miles for Military Photo by Cindy Loo 
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At CODMAN SQUARE HEALTH CENTER,  
we know having access to your medications 
close by is critical. Our pharmacy is located onsite 
in the lower level of the Health Center. We’re 
proud to be part of the neighborhood. We’ve been 
here for decades, and we’re not going anywhere.

Your pharmacy.
Your neighborhood.

CODMAN SQUARE HEALTH CENTER, 637 WASHINGTON ST., DORCHESTER, MA 02124 | (617) 822-8271 | CODMAN.ORG

CODMAN.ORG/PHARMACY ON THE LOWER LEVEL  
OF THE HEALTH CENTER

CODMAN SQUARE HEALTH CENTER
BMC PHARMACY AT 

By reporter Staff
The New Balance 

Foundation last week 
committed $5 million to 
support the construction 
of The FieldHouse, the 
$70-million facility that 
is scheduled to be built 
starting next year on 
Mount Vernon Street in 
Dorchester. The 75,000 
square-foot indoor rec-
reational facility— a 
partnership between 
the Boys & Girls Clubs 
of Dorchester and the 
Martin Richard Founda-

tion— is expected to open 
in 2026.

The New Balance con-
tribution will be focused 
on “construction of an 
indoor running and walk-
ing track and multi-sport 
court and gymnasium,” 
according to a joint state-
ment sent to The Report-
er last week.

“We are honored to 
join the growing group 
of supporters of The 
FieldHouse as part of 
our 15-year relation-
ship with Boys & Girls 

Clubs of Dorchester. By 
funding projects such as 
this, donors will signifi-
cantly impact the future 
health and well-being of 
Boston’s young people,” 
said Megan Bloch, direc-
tor of the New Balance 
Foundation.

Bob Scannell, presi-
dent & CEO of Boys & 
Girls Clubs of Dorches-
ter, said the gift from 
New Balance “will have 
a transformative impact 
on the way we are able 
to support young people 

and their families well 
into the future.”

“The FieldHouse will 
have a transformative 
impact on thousands 
of youth and families 
throughout Dorchester 
and beyond,” said Scan-
nell. “At Boys & Girls 
Clubs of Dorchester, we 
serve over 4,000 kids each 
year through more than 
200 inclusive programs 
that meet kids where they 
are developmentally. 

To date, The Field-
House capital campaign 

has received hundreds 
of contributions from 
individuals, community 
leaders, and private foun-
dations. Donations range 
from $10 to $10 million, 
along with city, state, and 
federal funding secured 
for the project as the 
effort marches toward its 
$70 million goal.

“We’re grateful to also 
have shared an amazing 
partnership with New 
Balance Athletics for 
over a decade,” said 
Bill Richard, co-founder 

of the Martin Richard 
Foundation. “This is an 
organization committed 
to giving back to the com-
munities it calls home 
and having a positive 
impact in young people’s 
lives. With the charitable 
foundation’s incredible 
gift of $5 million, we are 
another step closer to 
starting construction and 
opening our doors to the 
community. I can’t wait to 
take that first lap around 
the indoor track with kids 
from across our city.” 

New Balance pledges $5m for FieldHouse

By Seth Daniel
newS eDitor

The Fields Corner Civic 
Association (FCCA) met 
in person at the new Pho 
Que restaurant on Ad-
ams Street on Dec. 3 to 
plan for next year while 
celebrating the holidays 
together.

The group’s president, 
Shamia Hicks, and the 
other officers welcomed 
about 30 members and 
friends from the neigh-
borhood to a discussion 
about setting priorities 
for 2025. One pressing 
issue involves a discus-
sion over shuttle services 
planned for soccer games 
at White Stadium. Neigh-
bors have been worried 
about the planning for 
that situation, and to 

date, no one from the city 
of Boston or Boston Unity 
Sports Partners has spo-
ken to the community 
about potential impacts. 

“That’s why this is on 
our agenda – to think 
about it in more detail,” 
said Hicks. “We have our 
eye on it.”

Other items for priority 
considerations were a 
meeting with Zeb Bou-
tique’s owners about 
their plans to locate a 
cannabis dispensary in 
the former Radio Shack 
space at 1524 Dorches-
ter Ave., getting better 
lighting in selected areas, 
and working on parking 
solutions in the business 
district.

C-11 Sgt. Tim Golden 
also gave an update on 

numerous incidents, in-
cluding:

•On Nov. 19, around 
6:45 p.m., a student 
on Charles Street was 
accosted by an individ-
ual who slapped her and 
began choking her. She 
was able to flee. Police 
identified the attacker 
and made an arrest.

•On Nov. 23, at 3 p.m., 
a man with a knife at-
tempted to rob Rosa’s 
Liquors on Dorchester 
Avenue. Police examined 
footage and identified the 
man, again resulting in 
an arrest.

•On Nov. 13, at 10:40 
p.m., the ShotSpotter 
system alerted police to 
gunfire at 425 Geneva 
Ave. Officers found a man 
with a gun on scene who 

had a license to carry the 
firearm. He told police 
that a car came at him 

and hit him, resulting 
in his opening fire three 
times. The man’s license 

to carry permit was seized 
pending further investi-
gation of the incident.

Fields Corner Civic meets
to organize agenda for ’25

Fields Corner Civic Association members and friends enjoyed a holiday re-
ception at the new Pho Que Restaurant on Adams Street Dec. 3, along with a 
short meeting to set their agenda for 2025.  Seth Daniel photo



dotnews.com December 19, 2024   THE REPORTER         Page 9

By Seth Daniel
newS eDitor

Participants in the 
Mildred Avenue Senior 
drop-in program recently 
learned from some of its 
members who are foster 
parents that kids in the 
care of the state’s De-
partment of Youth Ser-
vices (DYS) often move 
from home to home with 
only a trash bag to tote 
their belongings. With 
a lifetime of things built 
up in their homes, the 
seniors group decided to 
organize a luggage drive 
for the kids.

The result was doz-
ens of pieces of lightly 
used luggage the seniors 
weren’t using donated to 
the DYS office on River 
Street.

“It’s amazing how we 
ask seniors in this pro-
gram, and they turn up 
and turn out time and 
time again,” said Barba-
ra Crichlow, one of the 
founders of the Mildred 

Avenue drop-in program. 
“Everyone in here had 

luggage sitting around 
they weren’t using, and 

we don’t need it, and it 
will now get used where 
it’s needed.”

Leslie Ann Milton, a 

foster parent for decades, 
said the donations will be 
well used by foster kids 
who move often.

“I want them to have 
something to carry and 
not just a plastic bag full 
of their stuff,” she said. 

“We as a group decided 
that if we have old suit-
cases, we could donate 
them and help these kids 
to leave and arrive with 
dignity.”

More than 25 pieces of 
luggage were collected at 
a small ceremony earlier 
this month and handed 
over the B-3 Police offi-
cers to be delivered to the 
DYS River Street office. 

“We did this drive now 
but maybe we can come 
up with another idea to 
help this same way in the 
spring,” said Crichlow. 
“This is the uniqueness 
of this program. Some 
here have gone to other 
senior programs around 
the city and nothing like 
this happens there.”

The Mildred Avenue 
Senior drop-in runs from 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. every 
Tuesday and Thursday 
at the Mildred Avenue 
Community Center in 
Mattapan.

  PeopleReporter’s News about people
in and around our Neighborhoods

The Walter Baker chocolate com-
pany encouraged potential custom-
ers to enjoy the holiday season in 
this advertisement in Cosmopol-
itan Magazine, December 1919. 
If you enjoy the weekly Dorchester 
Illustration in this season of giving, 
please consider a year end donation 
to the Dorchester Historical Society. 

You can make a donation through 
the Society’s website, dorechester-
historicalsociety.org. Just click on 
the donate button at the top right 
home page.

The Society thanks you for all your 
support.

The archive of these historical posts 
can be viewed on the blog at dorches-
terhistoricalsociety.org. The society’s 
William Clapp House and James 
Blake House are open to the public on 
the third Sunday of the month from 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

YESTERYEAR ARCHIVE
Dorchester Historical Society

 Chocolate at the Holidays

IBEW Local 103 and NECA Greater Boston teamed up with the Boston Bruins 
on Dec. 7 to send a group of Dorchester Youth Hockey players to the Garden 
to cheer on the B’s as they faced off against the Philadelphia Flyers. “They 
had an amazing time and got to see one of the NHL’s most historic teams in 
action,” said Lou Antonellis, business manager of IBEW Local 103. The game 
ended in a thrilling overtime goal by Pavel Zacha, which the thrilled Dot kids 
cheered alongside team mascot Blades the Bruin.  “Our partnership with the 
Boston Bruins allows young people to see teamwork and dedication in action,” 
said Kristen Gowin, NECA Greater Boston’s executive manager. “Through 
Community Power Play, we’re creating moments these kids will cherish for a 
lifetime.”  Photo courtesy IBEW Local 103/NECA

“Dr Seusss’ How The Grinch Stole 
Christmas: The Musical,” which is now 
running through Dec. 23 at Boch Center 
- Wang Theatre, is a delightful whirl-
wind of chaos that perfectly captures 
the spirit of the holidays in bringing the 
beloved tale to life with vibrant energy, 
a whimsical set, and playful costumes. 
The cast shines, particularly James 
Schultz, who portrays the Grinch, 
who instantly endeared himself to 

my four-year-old daughter with his 
perfect balance of humor and grump-
iness. The show features many inter-
active elements that kept her smiling, 
squealing and singing throughout.  
Overall, the show offers a festive and fun 
theatrical experience that captures the 
magic of the season for the entire family.

–RYANN DENHAM
SPECIAL TO THE REPORTER

Mildred Ave. seniors conduct luggage drive for foster kids 

Members of the Mildred Avenue Senior drop-in program display the pieces of luggage they donated to 
the Department of Youth Services (DYS) during a recent ceremony at the site.   Seth Daniel photo

Yanna G, whom The Reporter 
featured in a story earlier this year, 
was named “Best New Artist” at the 
Boston Music Awards (BMA) on Dec. 
11. Ciana Gibson, the 20- year-old 
Dorchester native whose stage name 
is Yanna G, dropped her debut album 
– “On Everything I Love” – last July.

“We at Big Night Live. I’m feel-
ing like we gotta get big night lit,” 
said Yanna G as she began with an 
enthralling solo performance, domi-
nating the stage as the New Artist of 
the Year winner should. Nay $peaks, 
who won the award last year, joined 
her for a powerful passing of the 
torch moment.

This year’s Latin Artist of the 
Year, Yelena Rodriguez, brought the 
heat with passionate vocals and a 
sophisticated yet sultry energy. Salsa 
dancers moved behind her as she en-
couraged audience members to sing 
along with her selections by Selena. 
Her commanding alto and soulful 
delivery invigorated the crowd.

It wouldn’t be the BMAs without 

an award sweep by a Grammy-level 
artist. Noah Kahan claimed Artist of 
the Year, Live Artist of the Year, and 
Folk Artist of the Year. And Clairo 
took Song of the Year and Pop Artist 
of the Year. 

–MADDIE BROWNING
WBUR

Dot’s Yanna G wins ‘Best New 
Artist’ at Boston Music Awards

Yanna G

James Schultz as The Grinch and W. Scott Stewart as Old Max in the Tour-
ing Company of “Dr. Seuss’ How the Grinch Stole Christmas, The Musical.”  
Jeremy Daniel photo

Grinch musical at Boch Center
delivers some ‘delightful chaos’
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Letter  to the Editor

To the Editor:
I’m proud to be a part of the team implementing 

Place Based Supports (PBS) as a nursing services 
manager for Hebrew SeniorLife at MLK Towers in 
Roxbury. And I’m grateful for the team that helped 
make this possible. Thanks to a $150,000 grant from 
the Massachusetts Executive Office of Health and 
Human Services (EOHHS), we have collaborated 
with Senior Whole Health by Molina Healthcare, 
the Commonwealth Care Alliance, and the Boston 
Housing Authority to expand supports for seniors 
who live in the MLK Towers.

I knew that our efforts were working when a res-
ident told me recently, with tears in her eyes: “To 
know that someone cares about us, that someone 
pays attention and wants to help, it feels good.” 

The human connection with our residents is a crit-
ical component of the program’s success. Loneliness 
is a social determinant of health that has been found 
to increase the risk of stroke by more than 50 percent. 
PBS addresses this and other ailments impacting the 
health and well-being of older adults through other 
non-clinical support, such as food distributions, crisis 
intervention, and group activities, provided directly 
where they live to eliminate access barriers and 
encourage socialization.

This collaboration integrates Hebrew SeniorLife’s 
Right Care, Right Place, Right Time (R3) model with 
an on-site wellness coordinator at MLK Towers to 
look after the needs of residents. The R3 model links 
residents to culturally appropriate local providers, 
behavioral health and wellness services, and com-
munity resources. 

Core to the R3 model is having a team on site to 
develop trust and rapport with residents of the build-
ing. What began as our team performing proactive 
outreach to residents has now become residents 
seeking our help and advice and sending their friends 
and neighbors to meet with the team. Residents have 
welcomed our group programs such as fitness classes, 
cooking presentations, and one-on-one meetings with 
a health insurance counselor. 

The PBS model is a testament to the power of 
collaboration for better health outcomes, and we are 
grateful to EOHHS and our long-standing partners 
for their commitment to bringing care directly to 
older adults. Together, we will work to ensure Bay 
Staters age with dignity. 

Anya Gorodetskaya, RN, 
R3 Implementation

and Nursing Services Manager 
Hebrew SeniorLife 

Roxbury offers novel approach to aging in place

By Marinell rouSManiere
SpeCial to the reporter

Each year for nearly two decades, EdVestors has 
awarded a School on the Move prize to one of Boston’s 
most improved public schools to celebrate the bright 
spots within Boston Public Schools (BPS) and to share 
the effective practices that others can learn about and 
adopt from. As Boston and other districts across the 
Commonwealth welcome growing numbers of immi-
grant students and families, the strategies employed 
by the 2024 winner, Mattahunt Elementary School, 
offer valuable lessons for educators everywhere.

After years of chronically low performance, the Mat-
tahunt was slated to close in July 2017. In response 
to community input, the school was relaunched the 
following fall, with the administration charged with 
building a new school from the ground up, serving 
students in grades K0 – K1, and adding a new grade 
each year after that. 

With principal Walter Henderson at the helm, the 
Mattahunt reopened with a shared vision centered on 
students’ language and culture, academically rigorous 
instruction, and family and community engagement.

Boston is home to the third-largest Haitian popu-
lation in the United States, a significant percentage 
of whom live in Mattapan. In response to the needs 
of their community, the Mattahunt pioneered the 
first-in-the-nation dual-language Haitian Creole 
program, the Toussaint L’Ouverture Academy. 

As the leaders of the country’s first Haitian Creole 
dual-language program, Mattahunt teachers had 
to develop a comprehensive curriculum, including 
instructional materials and assessments in Haitian 
Creole, and build the necessary infrastructure to 
support Haitian students and their families. This was 
accomplished by hiring a full staff, including admin-
istrators, Haitian Creole-speaking teachers, a family 
liaison, operations coordinator, and a social worker.

The academy is structured to provide students 
with a comprehensive and balanced education in 
Haitian Creole and English, promoting students’ 
biliteracy, bilingualism, high academic achievement, 
and sociocultural competency. The response from the 
community has been so strong that the school now 
has a waiting list. 

The Mattahunt has also focused on improving its 
instructional practices so that all students can access 
what they need to succeed in the classroom. Students 
who struggle with reading receive additional, targeted 
instruction three days a week. In the school’s inclu-
sion classrooms, where students with and without 
disabilities learn together, teachers provide additional 
support to enhance learning. Teachers also work as 
teams to conduct classroom observations and collect 
and analyze student data. For example, teachers use 
an observation protocol to ensure they implement 
culturally and linguistically sustaining practices such 
that students feel seen, engage in deeper learning, and 
are held to high expectations with targeted support. 

The Mattahunt has seen clear improvement in 
reading assessment scores, with 72 percent of stu-
dents receiving additional support increasing their 
literacy by 1-2 levels (as measured by the MAP 
reading assessment). Multilingual learners at the 
Mattahunt outpace the progress of their peers across 
the district. In the 2023-2024 school year, 53 percent 
of multilingual learners at the Mattahunt progressed 

in English language acquisition compared to just 34 
percent district-wide (as measured by the ACCESS 
assessment). 

The Mattahunt is a Boston Community Hub School 
with relationships with local organizations such as 
Success Mentor, City Year, and Stop and Shop. The 
school launched initiatives like a food pantry for school 
families. It also partnered with Boston College and the 
Haitian Parent Organization to enrich educational 
programming and enhance student support. 

This hub has strengthened connections with stu-
dents and families. The Mattahunt actively involves 
students and families in school decision-making by 
using surveys and other outreach methods. When 
they discovered a demand for more after-school 
opportunities, the school responded by expanding 
free programs at the Mattahunt BCYF Community 
Center, which is co-located with the school. These of-
ferings now include homework support, recreational 
classes, and more.

The Mattahunt uses multiple resources and strate-
gies to help chronically absent students consistently 
return to school. They host family-friendly events, 
provide student incentives, and they have established 
a Student Engagement Action Team, helping families 
solve school attendance challenges. Chronic absen-
teeism has improved at the Mattahunt, dropping 14 
percent from 2023 to 2024.

As schools and districts across Massachusetts 
and the country grapple with how best to support 
immigrant families and students, the Mattahunt is a 
shining example that we can look to right in Boston.

Marinell Rousmaniere is president and CEO of 
EdVestors, a Boston-based nonprofit school improve-
ment organization.

Mattahunt Elementary is a model
for supporting immigrant students

With principal Walter Henderson at the helm, the 
Mattahunt reopened with a shared vision centered 
on students’ language and culture, academically 
rigorous instruction, and family and community 
engagement.  Reporter file photo

Revelations about the rising burden that Boston 
taxpayers will be asked to shoulder for our share of 
a dramatic $200 million re-invention of White Sta-
dium – and still-lingering uncertainty about terms 
of the contract between the city of Boston and the 
for-profit soccer franchise that wants to use the new 
facility as its home – has dialed up the pressure on 
Mayor Wu to re-assess her support for the project.

Councillor Ed Flynn, a frequent critic of the mayor 
and a potential challenger of hers next year, has 
called for her to abandon the idea. A coalition of 
opponents – dubbed the Franklin Park Defenders 
– already has a lawsuit pending seeking to halt the 
demolition of the stadium. 

On Tuesday, Boston Globe columnist Joan Ven-
nochi urged Wu to disclose the terms of an as-yet 
unconsummated agreement between the city and 
the Boston Unity Soccer Partners. 

She wrote: “When will the agreement become 
public? When I asked Wu that question at a press 
conference last week, she said, ‘As it is finalized, it 
will be made public, and I hope it is soon.’ Boston 
residents, especially those who support the plan, 
should hope so, too, because with more public dis-
closure comes more public trust.”

Vennochi’s assessment, it seems from this vantage 
point, is spot on. In a column in this space last April, 
I wrote favorably about Wu’s decision to “leverage 
the financial support needed to make what she calls 
a ‘generational investment’ that could transform 
White Stadium into an asset that Bostonians from 
all walks of life can enjoy, use, and compete in.” It 
was, at the time, “a fiscally prudent and bold step 
forward.”

But, we cautioned, we needed to hear more from 
Boston Unity Soccer Partners “whose executive 
team can and should fully explain the benefits they 
intend to bring to our neighborhoods… It’s up to the 
BUSP squad to make the final sale to the people in 
our neighborhoods who might not be on their side 
of the pitch just yet.”

Unfortunately, the team hasn’t done that well at all.
Now, new reporting by the Globe and The Reporter 

has found that the cost to the city has ballooned in 
recent months from an estimate of $50 million last 
spring to a current estimate of $91 million. That’s 
not a minor adjustment. 

Perhaps even more unsettling is the opaque nature 
of the lease agreement that Vennochi underscored in 
her column. Why haven’t the terms of this agreement 
been made public at this late stage? At a moment 
when Bostonians are being asked to pay more in 
taxes— and $40 million additionally at least to fund 
this joint-venture— we deserve a full, transparent 
picture of the agreement before it gets inked, not after. 

The BUSP-City partnership could very well be 
a game-changer. White Stadium should have been 
re-built a generation ago and we applaud Mayor 
Wu for putting her time and political capital into a 
new approach to get it done. The idea of Dorchester 
hosting a women’s professional team— and a world-
class soccer facility in a soccer-crazed community— is 
very appealing.

But at this stage, it’s essential that all stakehold-
ers— including every resident of Boston— be privy 
to the deal that’s on the table and be given a full 
and accurate accounting for how much it will cost. 

–Bill Forry

Give us the details on 
White Stadium deal
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By ChriS liSinSki
State houSe newS ServiCe

Another housing-related showdown between the 
city of Boston and the Legislature is poised to unfold 
next year if city councillors embrace a push to shield 
renters from paying brokers’ fees.

City Councilor Liz Breadon and Council President 
Ruthzee Louijeune last Wednesday (Dec. 10) intro-
duced a proposal that would require any broker fees 
in the city to be paid by the party who contracted with 
a real estate broker, effectively prohibiting landlords 
from passing those costs onto their tenants.

“Residents of the city of Boston, working families, 
young professionals, and students, whether here 
temporarily or intending to settle long term, are 
severely cost-burdened. The unregulated practice of 
tenant-paid broker fees in the rental process places 
undue burdens on prospective tenants,” Breadon 
said. “The housing crisis enables property owners 
to pass broker fees onto tenants who did not solicit 
those services, worsening inequities in the housing 
crunch.”

Many renters are familiar with brokers’ fees, and 
they are often asked to pay the equivalent of an ad-
ditional month’s rent – or more, if they also owe rent 
for the first and last month plus a security deposit 
– up front when signing a lease. Councillor Brian 

Worrell said that asking tenants to pay four months’ 
worth of rent in one lump sum is “unsustainable.”

The New York City Council in November required 
landlords, not renters, to cover the costs, leaving Bos-
ton as one of the last major metropolitan areas  where 
the burden regularly falls to renters, supporters say.

The measure still needs to be reviewed by the 
Council’s Committee on Government Operations 
before it can receive the vote needed to send it to 
Beacon Hill, but several councillors were quick to 
signal their support during Wednesday’s meeting.

“For many, the added expense of broker fees – of-
ten thousands of dollars – is not just a hurdle. It’s 
a barrier to our housing stability,” said Councilor 
Henry Santana.

Councillor Enrique Pepen said city council counter-
parts in Somerville and Cambridge are also pursuing 
similar home rule petitions.

The push could once again fuel tensions between 
city officials who want to press forward with their 
own plans and state lawmakers who must give their 
approval.

Lawmakers already considered, but ultimately 
decided against, enshrining a similar policy at the 
state level this year. In its version of a major housing 
bill, the Senate included language requiring landlords 
to pay brokers’ fees, but the measure did not survive 

negotiations with the House. 
Senate Democrats this week killed another Bos-

ton home rule petition Mayor Michelle Wu and city 
councillors sought as a way to temporarily rebalance 
the city’s property-tax split. Other powers the city 
has sought, like restoring rent control and adding a 
new tax on high-dollar real estate transactions, have 
stalled out without legislative support.

Councilor Julia Mejia on Dec. 11 described a future 
vote on the home rule petition as “send[ing] this over 
to the State House [asking] our parents to give us 
permission to do our own business.”

Boston City Council’s next push
on Beacon Hill: cost of broker fees

Senator Nick Collins First Suffolk DistrictSenator Nick Collins First Suffolk DistrictSincerely, Senator Nick Collins

Senator Nick Collins
FIRST SUFFOLK DISTRICT  

Tax Amnesty & Relief Info Session

Join Senator Collins,  ABCD and the
Massachusetts Department of Revenue
Office of  the Taxpayer Advocate for an

information session on accessing the
benefits of the State’s Tax Amnesty Period

and the 2023 Tax Cuts Legislation.
Information session will be held on

Friday, December 20th  

Florian Hall 
55 Hallet Street, Dorchester MA 02122

11:30 AM 

By ChriS liSinSki
State houSe newS ServiCe

City councillors made quick work last Wednesday 
of setting Boston’s property tax rates for 2025 after 
a months-long campaign to shift the balance beyond 
normal limits collapsed in the Senate.

The council voted unanimously to set the residential 
tax rate at $11.58 per $1,000 of value and to set the 
commercial rate at $25.96 per $1,000 of value. City 
officials have previously said residents would be in 
line for an average annual property tax increase of 
10.5 percent.

Councillor Brian Worrell, who chairs the Ways and 
Means Committee, said the city will once again offer 
the maximum residential exemption allowed by state 

law, or up to $3,984 for eligible homeowners.
The vote capped off a lengthy and unsuccessful 

effort by Mayor Wu and her deputies to secure state 
approval to temporarily push a greater share of the 
city’s property tax burden onto commercial owners, 
which supporters said would spread out a spike set 
to affect residential bills.

The measure twice cleared the House but died in the 
Senate this week after updated estimates indicated 
the impact on residents without action would not be 
as significant as previously thought.

Worrell was the only member of the council to 
speak about the topic, describing the vote as “the 
same thing this council and administration has done 
for decades. This all falls under current state law. 

“If the state wants to change those laws, this body 
already has an income-eligible senior tax exemption 
petition at the State House that can be taken up. If 
they are seeking a way to work on targeted tax relief 
for homeowners, we also have that: it’s the home rule 
petition that was just declared dead.”

For her part, Councillor Erin Murphy filed a new 
proposed home rule petition that would give the city 
permission to further increase its residential property 
tax exemption from 35 percent to 40 percent.

“It is a direct response to the economic pressures 
that we are all hearing from our residents that we 
know they are facing,” Murphy said.

City Council sets property tax rates for ’25

City Council President Ruthzee Louijeune has 
co-sponsored a plan to prohibit landlords from 
passing broker fees onto their tenants. 

Chris Lovett photo
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UPHAM’S COMMUNITY CARE

Our pharmacy is new and improved
to better serve you. We are proud to
provide the Dorchester community
with personalized, quality care. 

UPHAMS.ORG
617-265-1310

Health is just around the corner! 

415 Columbia Rd, 02125

HOMEOWNERS!

The BOSTON HOME CENTER and our partner 
agencies (ABCD Mattapan Family Services, ESAC, 
and Urban Edge) can:

• Look at your budget and finances to find cost 
savings

• Ensure you are taking advantage of abatements 
and saving programs

• Work with your lender for a loan modification

The Boston Home Center's 
Foreclosure Prevention & Intervention Services 

are FREE and CONFIDENTIAL.

ARE YOU HAVING A TOUGH TIME 
PAYING YOUR MORTGAGE OR 

KEEPING UP WITH RISING COSTS? 
THE BOSTON HOME CENTER 

CAN HELP!

Housing

Scan the QR code or visit 
bit.ly/foreclosure_prevention 
for more information.

CALL US AT 617-635-4663 
AND PRESS OPTION 3 

EMAIL: homecenter.boston.gov 
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By Bill forry
exeCutive eDitor
Courage.  That’s the 

English-language trans-
lation of the Irish word 
“Misneach,” the name 
attached to Dermot Ken-
nedy’s global Irish music 
festival that will launch 
in Boston and Sydney, 
Australia, in March 2025. 

The two-day turn in 
Boston will feature an al-
ready sold-out “emerging 
artist showcase” at the 
Brighton Music Hall on 
March 18, followed by a 
much bigger concert the 
next night headlined by 
Dermot Kennedy himself 
at TD Garden. 

The 32-year-old singer 
and songwriter explained 
his concept over lunch 
and a pint of Guinness 
at the Abbey in Brookline 
last month.

“I think in Ireland, 
we’re so proud of our 
music and our heri-
tage and our culture,” 
he said, name-checking 
artists like Van Morri-
son, Sinead O’Connor, 
and Thin Lizzy. “And so 
just on that celebration 
around St. Patrick Day, 
I wanted to make sure 
that’s what we’re cele-
brating. I think there’s 
so many artists at home 
that people might not be 
aware of that are so tal-
ented and so special and 
just deserve to be heard. 
So, it’s a lovely thing to 
put together, honestly.”

He chose the name 
“ M i s n e a c h , ”  ( p r o -
nounced mish-nyach) in 
part because “courage” 
fits neatly into Kenne-
dy’s own life and career 
trajectory. His first major 
album release, which 
dropped in 2019, was 
titled “Without Fear.” 
Since then, the native of 
Rathcoole, Co. Dublin, 
has amassed a worldwide 
following with particular 
popularity in Australia, 
the US, and Europe. 

The young Dermot 
started playing guitar at 

age 10 and was busking 
and playing in Dublin 
pubs by age 15. But 
like many contemporary 
artists of his generation, 
Kennedy created and 
performed in relative an-
onymity until viral videos 
shared on social media 
platforms launched him 
to stardom when he 
was 25.  Since then, his 
songs — and his rich, 
soulful vocals— have 
been streamed more 
than 4 billion times on 
platforms like Spotify 
and Pandora and he has 
played to packed arenas, 
including New York’s 
Madison Square Garden. 
He has also been called 
upon to share the mic 
with notable pop artists 
like Niall Horan and Zach 
Bryan.

“So courage has been 
an important word for 
me in my career,” Ken-
nedy explained during 
an hour-long interview 
with The Reporter in 
early October. “And it 
just feels kind of like it’ll 
last for a long time to me, 
because it’s important in 
Irish history. And when 
I think about the fact 

that it’s a music festival 
for courage and music 
to intertwine, you know 
what I mean? If you think 
about Ireland 200 years 
ago, trying to get through 
certain things, how im-
portant music was, how 
important courage was 
for people to survive and 
sustain certain things. 

“And now you think 
about places like Boston 
and Sydney. There’s so 
many young people com-
ing over trying to sort of 
make a life for themselves 
… that takes a certain 
degree of courage … so 
it just feels like a word 
that makes sense for me.”

It also makes sense that 
Kennedy would seek to 
launch his global festival 
in his home away from 
home— the city where 
he spent an eventful 
summer as a 19-year-old 
visiting for three months 
on a J-1 Visa. It was 2010.

The aspiring musician 
had no gigs lined up. Just 
a guitar, a bed in a cozy 
walk-up apartment in 
Allston that he shared 
with two friends from 
home, and a passion to 
play for whoever he could 
get to listen.

“It’s not like I was here 
for a particularly long 
time, but just at that age, 
it’s a very important time 
in your life,” Kennedy 
recalled. “I still think 
it’s by far the most sort 
of carefree time in my 
life. Definitely. I was here 
with my best friends and 
I was playing music in 
the street.

“When I think about 
those memories… I’m 
very sort of nostalgic 
about that time. I think in 
terms of having any kind 
of ambition or awareness 
that you might be able to 
do something around the 
world. I think America’s 
so good for that. Like, 
it’s a sense of promise 
and you can get excited 
about what you’re going 
to do. And, so to play 
music in the street here, 
and feel very supported 
in that sense, just felt 
very good.”

His first busking spot 
was along a path on 
the Boston Common. 
Kennedy recalls that he 

auditioned for “an Argen-
tinian guy called David” 
who acted as a sort of 
unofficial booking agent 
for the Common’s street 
musicians. 

“I think he might still 
be there, but I got swin-
dled basically,” Kennedy 
said with a chuckle. “He 
made me audition for 
him in the park and I 
played a Mick Flannery 
song. He was kind of like, 
‘You’re not playing here 
unless I think you’re good 
enough.’

Kennedy’s rendition 
won him a spot— but it 
wasn’t exactly a prime 
location or time slot.

“And he said, ‘You’re 
allowed to play here from 
7 a.m. in the morning, 
which is absolutely no-
body. At 7 a.m. there’s 
about five people walk 
past me and everyone’s 
just going to work with 
headphones in anyway. 
And, so, I quickly realized 
I was just holding the 
spot for him so he could 
walk up at 10 and start 
playing and all the tours 
to be there. So, it was very 
clever on his part.”

Dermot quickly sought 
out busier perches along 
tourist heavy routes in 
Harvard Square and 
Faneuil Hall before find 
the “sweet spot” in front 
of a block of stores and 
hair salons on Newbury 
Street, where he found 
a more receptive audi-

ence. One fan enjoyed 
his playing so much that 
she booked Kennedy to 
perform at her wedding.

“I was playing on New-
bury Street one day and 
a lady came out with all 
curlers in her hair and 
stuff— she was in a sa-
lon on Newbury Street. 
She heard me play a Bee 
Gees song. And she’s like, 
‘Will you play that at my 
wedding in two days?’ 
And I said, yeah, grand, 
because I was just looking 
for money, do you know? 
And I was like, perfect, a 
Greek wedding.”

Serendipitous encoun-
ters like that one were 
plentiful in Kennedy’s 
carefree Boston summer.  
There was no objective 
other than to play music 
for hours and soak up the 
experience.

“That’s why it was 
so good, my life. I went 
around like literally just 
to have a good time. I 
make enough money to 
buy beers. That was it,” 
he says. “Life was just 
very simple. I think about 
it now and obviously stu-
pid amounts of luck and 
all that, but like, life is 
kind of full of responsi-
bilities now. Back then, 
you just didn’t care. It 
was brilliant.”

Boston was — and re-
mains— a familiar place 
for this County Dublin 
boy.

“I think we didn’t want 

to go to New York, do you 
know what I mean? It’s 
too hectic. And then the 
West Coast never kind of 
held that allure for me. 
Even now, it’s funny, like 
you feel it. Like if I play 
a gig in Boston or Phila-
delphia or New York, you 
feel that Irish connection, 
you know what I mean? 
Or even in Chicago. Yeah. 
When I’m on the West 
Coast, I don’t feel it as 
much, you know, and you 
still have great shows, 
but… I feel more comfort-
able in places like this.” 
Sydney — the first stop 
for the “Misneach” fes-
tival— is another place 
that feels like home.

“Sydney, for example, 
we’ve always had good 
shows there. And then 
last December we played 
three nights outside 
the Opera House in the 
Forecourt. And it felt like 
it just kind of went up a 
gear a bit, you know? And 
it felt there was a solid 
foothold there to build 
something.”

Other cities, including 
Dublin and Vancouver, 
might be added to future 
festival schedules if all 
goes well with the upcom-
ing launch. But Boston, 
given Kennedy’s own 
attachment to the place 
and his ever-growing fan 
base here, is a lock for 
future editions.

“If I can sort of have 
an ideal scenario, I’d like 
to keep it [in Sydney and 
Boston] and branch out, 
you know? A lot of things 
have to fall into place, 
but, we’ll see. 

He added: “We’re so 
proud of that culture that 
still exists and there’s 
still so much excitement 
in Irish music, but it just 
seems like a good oppor-
tunity to celebrate it. 
And, even if Boston and 
Sydney is just the begin-
ning, like to have a global 
celebration of Irish music 
and culture— there’s a 
big opportunity there.”

Tickets for the March 
19 TD Garden concert 
featuring Dermot Ken-
nedy, The Swell Season, 
Ye Vagabonds, and Nell 
Mesca start at $49.50.  
Go to misneachfestival.
com to buy tickets.

Dermot Kennedy re-imagines the St. Patrick’s Day experience
The singer-songwriter’s ‘Misneach’ festival launches here in March

Dermot Kennedy, the now-world-famous singer and 
songwriter, lived and performed on the streets of 
Boston at age 19. He’ll bring his inaugural global 
Irish music festival “Misneach” to Boston next 
March. Above, Kennedy outside The Abbey in 
Brookline last month.  Seth Daniel photo

Demot Kennedy, above, performing in an outdoor pop-up last year in New York City’s Washington Square 
Park. Photo courtesy Dermot Kennedy

Open House & Winter Market: Dec 6–7, 10am-2pm

nbss.edu/openhouse

Find your 
calling at 
America’s first 
trade school

NBSS_Dor-Mat Reporters_1-8 page-OH_241105.indd   1NBSS_Dor-Mat Reporters_1-8 page-OH_241105.indd   1 11/25/24   3:28 PM11/25/24   3:28 PM
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SEEING BLACK NATIVITY  
IN A NEW LIGHT

DECEMBER 6  - 22, 2024
Fridays and Saturdays: 8:00p.m.

Saturday and Sunday matinées: 3:30p.m 

Black  
       Nativity

THE NATIONAL CENTER OF AFRO-AMERICAN ARTISTS  
PRESENTS OUR 54TH SEASON OF

Contact us at  
www.blacknativity.org • email: info@blacknativity.org

THE PARAMOUNT CENTER
559 Washington Street, Boston, MA.

BUY TICKETS TODAY! 
617-824-8400

($25 - $95)

(Continued from page 1)

Merry Christmas 
From Senator Nick Collins & Family 

COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Probate & Family Court

24 New Chardon Street
Boston, MA 02114

(617) 788-8300
CITATION ON PETITION FOR 
FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Docket No. SU24P2643EA

ESTATE OF:
KY NGOC NGUYEN

DATE OF DEATH: 01/20/2024
To all interested persons: 
A  Petition for Formal Probate of Will with 
Appointment of Personal Representative has 
been filed by Pauline N. Nguyen of Boston, 
MA requesting that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for such other relief 
as requested in the Petition. The Petitioner 
requests that: Pauline Nguyen of Boston, MA  
be appointed as Personal Representative(s) 
of said estate to serve Without Surety on the 
bond in unsupervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of the 
Petition from the Petitioner or at the Court. 
You have a right to object to this proceeding. 
To do so, you or your attorney must file a 
written appearance and objection at this 
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 01/21/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this proceeding. If 
you fail to file a timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, action 
may be taken without further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed under 
the MUPC in an unsupervised administration 
is not required to file an inventory or annual 
accounts with the Court. Persons interested 
in the estate are entitled to notice regarding 
the administration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the estate, including 
the distribution of assets and expenses of 
administration.

Witness, HON. BRIAN J. DUNN,  First 
Justice of this Court.

Date: December 10, 2024
Stephanie L. Everett, Esq.

Register of Probate
Published: December 19, 2024

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE & FAMILY COURT 
SUFFOLK PROBATE & FAMILY COURT 

24 NEW CHARDON STREET
BOSTON, MA 02114

CITATION GIVING NOTICE 
OF PETITION FOR 

APPOINTMENT OF CONSERVATOR 
OR OTHER PROTECTIVE ORDER 

PURSUANT TO G.L. c. 190B, 
§5-304 & §5-405

Docket No. SU24P2685PM
IN THE MATTER OF: 

JIMMIE L. ANDERSON
of DORCHESTER, MA 

RESPONDENT 
Person to be Protected/Minor

To the named Respondent and all other 
interested persons, a petition has been filed 
by Bostonian Nursing Care & Rehab Center 
of Dorchester, MA in the above captioned 
matter alleging that Jimmie L. Anderson is 
in need of a Conservator or other protective 
order and requesting that Jessica L. Libby, 
Esq. of Milton, MA (or some other suitable 
person) be appointed as Conservator to 
serve With Personal Surety on the bond.

The petition asks the Court to determine 
that the Respondent is disabled, that a 
protective order or appointment of a Con-
servator is necessary, and the proposed 
Conservator is appropriate. The petition is 
on file with this court.

You have the right to object to this 
proceeding. If you wish to do so, you or 
your attorney must file a written appearance 
at this court  on or before 10:00 A.M. on the 
return date of 01/09/2025. This day is NOT 
a hearing date, but a deadline date by which 
you have to file the written appearance if 
you object to the petition. If you fail to file 
the written appearance by the return date, 
action may be taken in this matter without 
further notice to you. In addition to filing the 
written appearance, you or your attorney 
must file a written affidavit stating the specific 
facts and grounds of your objection within 
30 days after the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this proceeding may limit 

or completely take away the above-named 
person’s right to make decisions about 
personal affairs or financial affairs or both. 
The above-named person has the right to ask 
for a lawyer. Anyone may make this request 
on behalf of the above-named person. If the 
above-named person cannot afford a lawyer, 
one may be appointed at State expense.

Witness, Hon. Brian J. Dunn, First Justice 
of this Court.

Stephanie L. Everett, Esq.
Register of Probate

Date: December 16, 2024 
Published: December 19, 2024

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

Stroll draws festive crowd to the Village
think kindness is very 
important, especially at 

a young age but more so 
even now for adults. And 
I think events like this, 

it’s just all about being 
friendly neighbors.” 

Set up at a table next 

to the Grinch was Kate 
Langan-Kroon, owner 
and president of Connolly 
Kroon & Co. Insurance, 
who grew up in Dorches-
ter and was happy to be a 
part of the festive event. 

“The agency has been 
serving the community 
for over 25 years but 
I’m the new owner, so I 
thought I’d get out here 
in the community and 
meet some people and 
let them know I’m here,” 
Langan-Kroon told The 
Reporter. “I grew up in 
the neighborhood, I’m 
so happy to be here and 
I think this is a great 
community.”

Though happy with 
Saturday’s turnout, she 
hopes the event will in-
spire even more people to 
return to Adams Village. 
That’s why she raffeled 
off gift cards to some of 
the local restaurants. 

“There are so many 
locally owned small busi-
nesses. Just to come out 
and support them and get 
out in the community, I 
think that’s important. 
I bought five gift cards 
from each of the local 
restaurants as a part of 
the raffle so, again, bring-
ing people back into the 
community.” 

The district’s restau-
rants were all busy on Sat-
urday. While the kids had 

fun outside, the adults 
piled into the pubs to 
enjoy signature cocktails 
like Blasi’s candy cane 
martini and Landmark’s 
sugar cookie martini. 

Chubbs chose to mark 
the occasion with its 
Adams Village Fiesta, 
a spiked hot cocoa with 
house-infused cinna-
mon reposado and win-
ter-spiced simple syrup 
topped off with whipped 
cream, shaved dark choc-
olate, and red and green 
sprinkles. 

Meanwhile, Lucy’s 
offered several winter 
specials, including the 
Santa-gria, their take on 
a seasonal red sangria 
made with spring44 vod-
ka, pinot Grigio, cran-
berry syrup, lemon, pine-
apple, rosemary simple 
syrup, and a lemon-lime 
soda float. 

In addition to festive 

drinks, many of the busi-
nesses opened their doors 
to pop-up vendors. At 
Scobies, customers could 
warm up with a boozy hot 
chocolate from the bar 
and handmade crocheted 
items from Annette’s 
Blanket Co. 

Other vendors, like 
Deifur Home and The 
Gifted Heart, set up 
shop in Boston X, the 
neighborhood’s very own 
medical spa that is owned 
by Nicole Flaherty.  

“I thought the event 
was an absolute success 
and we already have 
new ideas and plans for 
next year,” said Flaherty 
who raffled off a Botox 
treatment. “I hope that 
this becomes a holiday 
tradition for families in 
the community - an event 
that can’t be missed!  We 
are so grateful that our 
little village shops & dines 
locally and will continue 
to do so throughout the 
year.”

The Grinch’s heart definitely grew three sizes when 
he met Yellow Lab, Clyde, outside Fringe Clothing 
Boutique. Above Clyde is shown posing with his 
sister, Ryley McNeeley, and his new green friend. 

Cassidy McNeeley photo
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By Seth Daniel
newS eDitor

The annual Enchanted 
Trolley tour stopped at 
Codman Square on Sun-
day as part of its tour 
through Dorchester and 
Mattapan last weekend.

As Santa and Mrs. Claus 
marched across Codman 
Square to the Codman 
tree, happy children fol-
lowed in tow ready to tell 
Santa their hopes for the 
season – and report on how 
good they’ve been all year.

DJ Fast Freddy em-
ceed and state Rep. Brandy 
Fluker-Oakley and Coun-
cillor Henry Santiago 
accompanied Mayor Wu 
to light the tree. It is the 
final year for the neighbor-
hood’s traditional tree as 
Codman Park went under 
construction on Monday 
and a new location for the 
tree will be chosen. 

Before the Trolley ar-
rived, scores of children 

and families had gath-
ered at the Great Hall 
for a Christmas party 
with crafts and gifts. Af-
ter Santa’s visit, Wu and 
community members from 
Codman Square staged a 
brief groundbreaking for 
the Codman Park project, 
where work should con-
tinue through next fall 
at least. 

On Enchanted Trolley tour, Santa, helpers
deliver holiday cheer to Codman Square

Jeff Johnson, Juwan Skeens, Amy Winter, Dr. Guy Fish, the CEO of Codman Square Health Center, 
Saranya Sathananthan, Maya Johnson, and Cynthia Loesch-Johnson, president of the Codman Square 
Neighborhood Council.  Seth Daniel photos

Melia Dujour played 
with some of her new 
toys at the Codman 
Square holiday party.

Erin Lynch (left) enjoyed Blasi’s holiday cock-
tail, a candy cane martini, with restaurant 
owner Maria Blasi.   Cassidy McNeeley photos

Despite the cold, Tessa and Lauren spent some 
time on Minot St with the Grinch. 

Just a few days before Santa is set to deliver Christmas gifts, 
local youth had the chance to chat with St. Nick.



dotnews.comPage 16  THE REPORTER         December 19, 2024

Carpentry, Roofing, Gutters  

 

KERRY CONSTRUCTION, INC.

617 825 0592

Fully
Licensed
& Insured

Decks & Porches
Windows & Doors

Snow Plowing
Sanding & Salting

State Inspection  | Brakes | Alignment  |  Exhaust  |  Suspension    
Engines  |  Tires  |  Electrical and Electronic Diagnostics

HANNIBAL 
Auto 
Repair

2 LOCATIONS

21 Victory Rd.   |  617-825-1325
321 Adams St.  |  617-436-8828

HannibalAuto@hotmail.com

DUFFY
AsPhALt shiNgLes • RubbeR RooFiNg

• coPPeR woRK • sLAte • gutteRs  
• chimNeYs

Fully Insured
Free Estimates

State Reg.
#100253617-296-0300

ROOFING CO., INC.

duffyroofing.com

DUCTLESS MINI-SPLIT A/C & HEAT PUMP
INSTALLATION, SALES & SERVICE

VINH’S TV
1409 Dorchester Ave., Dorchester, MA 02122

617-282-7189
Repair: Televisions (all models)
Computers (Laptops, Desktops)

Games Consoles: PS3, PS4, PS5 & XBox 
Bose Radio & CD systems

(special HDMI port replacement. Same day service.
DVD transfer from video tapes (VCR tape, DV tape)

Transfer video and pictures from iPhone, iPad to DVD, USB
Open Mon.-Sat. - 9-5. Closed Sunday

Mass State License #9963  34 years service in town

Nguyen, Phuong  Peisch, Benjamin A Peisch, Sarah N 36 Mount Ida Rd #3 Dorchester 11/22/24 $300,000
Eze, Ejike B Eze, Getrude N West Roxbury Professional Morris, Stephen 40 Ripley Rd Dorchester 11/19/24 1290,000
12 Boyd St Rt Baptista, Manuel S Peter LLC  12 Boyd St Dorchester 11/27/24 749,000
Pechorin, Valeria  47 Coleman T Nogueira, Edson B 47 Coleman St Dorchester 11/25/24 940,000
Targete Enterprises LLC  Howell, Mary A  39 Chipman St Dorchester 11/21/24 350,000
39 Chipman St LLC  Targete Enterprises LLC  39 Chipman St Dorchester 11/21/24 536,700
Nguyen, Taun A  Kaempf Ap T Kaempf, Bernadette 44 Percival St Dorchester 11/26/24 674,900
Nguyen, Tham T Nguyen, Phont T Le, Yen K Nguyen, Gabby 19 Leroy St Dorchester 11/29/24 725,000
Targete Enterprises LLC  Howell, Mary A  41 Chipman St Dorchester 11/21/24 350000
39 Chipman St LLC  Targete Enterprises LLC  41 Chipman St Dorchester 11/21/24 28,300
Pete LLC  Quinfield LLC  19 Ellington St Dorchester 11/21/24 700,000
Vong, Hongchau N Truong, Phong K Tran, Ryan Tran, Oanh 78 Harbor View St Dorchester 11/26/24 875,000
Biliken Investments LLC  Henry, Mae B Fin Of Amer Reverse LLC 118 Evans St Dorchester 11/27/24 441,000
Pl Properties Iii LLC  Attime, Jean W Attime, Elta M 37 Msgr Patrick J Lydon Way Dorchester 11/21/24 1,035,000
Ulrich, John Ulrich, Kristen Hayhurst, Marc R  25 Rosselerin Rd Dorchester 11/27/24 800,000
1246-1250 Ma Ave Inc  1246 Mass Ave LLC  1246 Massachusetts Ave Dorchester 11/21/24 10,180,000
Dinh, Nhieu H Bui, Quynh H Estate Prop Solutions LLC  55 Angell St Dorchester 11/22/24 612,000
Obrien, Kristin A  Foley, James A  80 Beaumont St #103 Dorchester 11/22/24 430,000
Cipullo, Ann Cipullo, Joseph Dzygala Kazimier Est Delaney, Nancy 38 Dorset St Dorchester 11/21/24 1,420,000
15-17 Wilcock St Rt Figuiredo, Rodrigo A Pete LLC  15-17 Wilcock St Dorchester 11/27/24 741,000
Rjk Development LLC  Euro Investment Group LLC  44 Saint Margaret St Dorchester 11/26/24 2,400,000
Jrk Development LLC  2 Roseclair St LLC  2 Roseclair St Dorchester 11/26/24 2,500,000
Steele, Patric B  Conroy, Daniel T Conroy, Dorion 31 Delmont St Dorchester 11/20/24 850,000
Mcdonald, David M Mcdonald, Samantha B Ulrich, John Ulrich, Kristen J 14 Wenlock Rd Dorchester 11/26/24 700,000
Fitzsimons, Casey Fitzsimons, Nathalie Stara, Brody J Shannon, Ryan C 1075 Adams St Dorchester 11/22/24 1,065,000
Monestime, Yolcie Zephyr, Magalie Teixeira, Pericle M  1519 Blue Hill Ave Mattapan 11/27/24 1,340,000
Hic Of Massachusetts Inc  Napler, Natasha Wells Fargo Bank NA 30 Sanford St Mattapan 11/21/24 580,000
Chen, Min  Curtin, Eileen L  48 Coffey St #8A Dorchester 11/26/24 342,000
Jason Forget T Forget, Jason 68 Harvest LLC  Harvest St Dorchester 11/19/24 2,100,000
Griffin, Thomas  1644 Dorchester LLC  1644 Dorchester Ave #1 Dorchester 11/20/24 750,000
Cardoso, Aguinaldo E  Cardoso, Ivandro M Cardoso, Aguinaldo E 24 Nixon St #2 Dorchester 11/20/24 511,000
Henderson, David  Mcgahan, Sean Mcgahan, Alexi 2-4 Denvir St #3 Dorchester 11/21/24 354,000
Ampadu, Lawrence S  Mcgahan, Alexi Mcgahan, Sean 2-4 Denvir St #2 Dorchester 11/22/24 462,500
Keough, Johanna Keough, John Dendergast, Linda S Sanges, Kathleen S 33 Valley Rd Dorchester 11/22/24 700,000
Chery, Elisha F  Morton Sta Hmownership LL  872 Morton St #312 Mattapan 11/22/24 186,400
Melo, Juaddy  Joy Builder LLC  128 Hamilton St #2A Dorchester 11/22/24 390,000
Hayward, David H Murphy, Elizabeth E Wyman, Jeffrey T Wyman, Melissa F 44 Chickatawbut St #2 Dorchester 11/22/24 710,000
German, Vileisis  Rns Wilcutt LLC  1-7 Wilcutt Rd #5 Dorchester 11/22/24 700,000
Malone, Harrison Hallgren, Austin 18 Parkman St LLC  20 Parkman St #6 Dorchester 11/26/24 979,000
Malamud, Robin G  Thomas Randy A Est Thomas, Roxanna A 104 Homestead St #16 Dorchester 11/26/24 400,000
Pham, Chuong Pham, Kristin 1644 Dorchester LLC  1644 Dorchester Ave #6 Dorchester 11/27/24 835,000

Copyrighted material previously published in Banker & Tradesman, a weekly trade newspaper.  It is reprinted with permission from the publisher,  The Warrren Group, thewarrengroup.com

 Buyer  Seller  Address   Date  Price
Local Real Estate Transactions

DORCHESTER PRESCHOOL
10 Pre-school spots opening

2 yrs. 9 mos. to 5 yr. olds  
   7:30-4:30

   617-265-2665
Spanish- Speaking Teacher

email: dorchesterpreschool@yahoo.com
281A Neponset Avenue, Dorchester   Lic. #291031

Vouchers 

Accepted

   HANDY HANDS
       MAINTENANCE & GENERAL SERVICES

                     Telephone: 857-800-2333
Free Estimates
• Friendly Service

We aim to work within your budget
No job too small

Minor Interior Painting
Minor Interior Carpentry
Minor Plumbing
Minor Assembly Work
Light Bulb Replacement
Electrical Work by Referral
Door Lock & Handle Replacement
Odd Jobs
Wall Picture and Mirror Hanging (up to 20 lbs.)
House Furniture Rearrangement Assistance
Minor Tree Limb & Branch Cutting

24 HOUR 24 HOUR 
VOICEMAILVOICEMAIL

Trinity Financial Inc. 
acquired the Fitzpat-
rick Brothers Auto Body 
property on Centre Street 
next to Shawmut MBTA 
station last Tuesday (Dec. 
10) for an undisclosed 
sum. The acquisition 
is the culmination of a 
seven-year process in 
which Trinity— a Boston 
development firm led by 
Dorchester’s Jim Keefe 
and his business partner 
Patrick Lee— has sought 
to redevelop the site at 
150 Centre Street, re-

placing the longtime auto 
repair yard and garages 
with a 4-story, 72-unit 

affordable housing com-
plex.

The proposal has con-

tinued to be the source of 
an extended controversy, 
even after city officials 

Trinity buys Fitzpatrick Bros. property; 
the auto shop will remain open for now

The 150 at Centre Street development as designed. 
Image courtesy Trinity Financial, Inc.

approved Trinity’s plans 
for the new building in 
2023. Foes of the plan, 
including the leadership 
of the adjacent Epiphany 
School and several other 
neighbors, have sought to 
block the redevelopment 
by filing lawsuits against 
the developer and the city 
of Boston. 

Those legal actions 
are still pending, but on 
Tuesday, Jim Keefe said 
today’s acquisition was a 
clear signal that Trinity 
intends to follow through 
with its construction 
plans as soon as the ju-
dicial process is resolved.

“There is no way we 
would have finalized this 
acquisition if we weren’t 
very sure that we will 
prevail legally,” Keefe 
told The Reporter.

Keefe said that Fitz-
patrick Bros. Auto Body 
will continue to operate 
on the site through the 
purchase agreement un-
til construction is ready 
to begin.

Epiphany School, an 
abutter of the 150 Cen-
tre St. site, had hoped to 
buy the Fitzpatrick site 

and combine it with a 
parking lot that it owns 
to expand the school, a 
plan that drew support 
from many neighbors 
through a petition. But 
the site has been under 
agreement to be sold to 
Trinity since 2017. 

The 150 Centre St. 
proposal was the sub-
ject of several public 
meetings and intense 
debate for most of 2023. 
Public comment on the 
matter was split, with 
opponents arguing that 
the building is too dense 
and out of place in a res-
idential neighborhood 
largely comprising single 
or smaller multi-family 
homes and proponents 
noting that the site— 
right next to a Red Line 
subway station— is ideal 
for so-called “transit-ori-
ented development.” 

Trinity downsized its 
original plan and its 91 
units to 72 and lowered 
the building’s height 
by one floor. The BPDA 
board voted 4-0 on Nov. 
16, 2023, to move the proj-
ect ahead with Trinity.

BILL FORRY
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Kendall Jackson Chardonnay  .......$11.99
Decoy Cabernet ........................... $17.99
The Prisoner Cabernet  ................ $39.99
Josh Chardonnay  .........................$11.99
A to Z Pinot Noir  .......................... $15.99
Napa Cellars Cabernet  ................ $21.99
Meiomi Pinot Noir  ........................ $17.99
Franciscan Cabernet  ................... $15.99
Kung Fu Girl Riesling ..................... $9.99
Decoy Chardonnay  ...................... $17.99
Kendall Jackson Sauvignon Blanc .. $9.99
Josh Sauvignon Blanc  ..................$11.99
B Side Cabernet  .......................... $17.99
Mark West Pinot Noir  ..................... $8.99
Apothic Red  ................................... $9.99
Angeline Pinot Noir  ........................ $9.99
Josh Cabernet  ..............................$11.99
Black Stallion Cabernet  ............... $15.99
Cupcake Varietals  .......................... $7.99

Santa Margherita Pinot Grigio  ..... $19.99
Relax Riesling ................................ $8.49

Oyster Bay Sauvignon Blanc  ....... $10.99
Trimbach Gewurztraminer  ........... $14.99
Bodini Malbec  ................................ $9.99
19 Crimes Cabernet  ...................... $9.99
Chateau Haute Cabanieux Medoc  ........ $9.99
Dr. Loosen Riesling  ..................... $14.99
Kim Crawford Sauvignon Blanc  ... $12.99
Casillero del Diablo Chardonnay  ... $9.99
Frescobaldi Castiglioni  ................ $13.99
Chateau Grand Versennes Bordeaux  ... $9.99
Drouhin Beajolais Village  ............. $13.99
Trimbach Riesling  ........................ $14.99
Case Ibidini Nero D’Avola  ............ $10.99
Chateau Larose Trintaudon  ......... $19.99
Davinci DOCG Chianti  ................. $10.99
Ecco Domani Pinot Grigio  ............. $9.99
Cockburns Ruby Porto  ................ $10.99
Taylor 10yr Porto  ......................... $24.99

Supreme 
          Liquors

500 Geneva Avenue, Dorchester, MA  
(Fields Corner Shopping Center) 

(617) 287-1097

540 Gallivan Boulevard, Dorchester, MA  
(across from McDonalds)

(617) 288-2886

615 Hancock Street, Quincy, MA  
(Wollaston)

(617) 773-1332

Sale Effective 
12/20 to 12/31/24

Bourbon Revival
Buffalo Trace 750ml  ................. $26.99
Basil Hayden 750ml ................. $29.99
Bulleit 750ml  ............................ $29.99
Eagle Rare 10yr 750ml  ............ $34.99
Four Roses Yellow 750ml  ........ $19.99
Blantons 750ml  ........................ $69.99

Elijah Craig Small Batch 750ml  .. $29.99
Knob Creek 750ml  ................... $29.99
Henry McKenna 750ml  ............ $49.99
Jim Beam 1.75ltr ...................... $26.99
Makers Mark 1.75ltr  ................. $49.99

Wine

Tito’s Vodka  ........................1.75ltr  ....... $32.99
Johnnie Walker Black  .........1.75ltr  ....... $59.99
Captain Morgan  ..................1.75ltr  ....... $23.99
Gosling Black Seal  .............1.75ltr  ....... $34.99
John Jameson  ....................1.75ltr  ....... $46.99
Bacardi Silver  .....................1.75ltr  ....... $19.99
Smirnoff  ..............................1.75ltr  ....... $19.99
Grey Goose  ........................1.75ltr  ....... $44.99
E&J Brandy .........................1.75ltr  ....... $19.99
Kahlua  ................................1.75ltr  ....... $36.99
Crown Royal  .......................1.75ltr  ....... $42.99
Tanqueray Gin  ....................1.75ltr  ....... $35.99
Baileys Irish Cream  ............1.75ltr  ....... $44.99
Jagermeister   ......................1.75ltr  ....... $35.99
Johnnie Walker Blue  ...........750ml  ..... $199.99
Patron Silver   ......................750ml  ....... $39.99
Remy Martin VSOP  ............750ml  ....... $39.99
Glenfiddich 12yr...................750ml  ....... $49.99
Hennessy  ...........................750ml  ....... $39.99
Macallan Sherry Oak 12yr ...750ml  ....... $84.99
Don Julio Blanco .................750ml  ....... $42.99
Gunpowder Gin  ..................750ml .......  $29.99
Oban 14yr ............................750ml  ....... $69.99
Caravella Limoncello  ..........750ml  ....... $16.99
Aperol   ................................750ml  ....... $19.99

Spirits

Exceptional 
Wines

Cakebread Chardonnay  ........$29.99
Far Nienet Napa Chardonnay  $49.99
Stag’s Leap Artemis  ...............$69.99
BV Georges de Latour  ...........$99.99
Caymus Cabernet ..................$84.99
Far Niente Napa Cabernet  ....$99.99
Stag’s Leap Fay Cabernet  ...$129.99
Opus One  ............................$349.99

Sam Adams ........... 12 pk Btl ........ $14.99
Carlson Variety Pk . 8pk ................ $17.99
Harpoon  ................ 12pk Can ...... $14.99
Sierra Nevada ....... 12pk Btl  ........ $17.99
Mango Cart  ........... 12pk Can  ..... $16.99
Cisco ..................... 12pk Can  ..... $15.99
Smutty Nose  ......... 12pk Can  ..... $15.99
Coors Light  ........... 12pk Can  ......$11.99
Miller Lite  .............. 12pk Can  ......$11.99
Victory Monkey  ..... 12pk Btl  ........ $16.99
Blue Moon  ............ 15pk  ............. $14.99
Pabst  .................... 12pk Can  ....... $9.99
Michelob Ultra ....... 12pk Btl  ........ $13.99
Lord Hobo 617  ...... 12pk  ............. $14.99
Heineken  .............. 7oz case   ..... $22.79
Corona  .................. 7oz case  ...... $22.79
Michelob Ultra Loose Case 24pk  $22.99
Stella Artois ........... 12pk Btl  ........ $14.99
Lagunitas IPA ......... 12pk Can ...... $15.99
Amstel Light  .......... 12pk Btl  ........ $14.99
Red Stripe.............. 12pk Btl ......... $13.99
Corona  .................. 12pk Can  ..... $14.99
Guinness Stout  ..... 12pk Btl  ........ $14.99
Modelo Especial  ... 12pk Btl  ........ $14.99
Budweiser  ............. 36 Pack  ........ $27.99
Bud Light  .............. 36 Pack  ........ $27.99
Coors Light  ........... 36 Pack  ........ $27.99
Twisted Tea  ........... 12pk Btl  ........ $14.99
Angry Variety  ........ 12pk Btl  ........ $14.99
Magners ................ 12pk Btl  ........ $18.99
Sun Cruiser ........... 4pk  ................. $7.99

All Beer plus deposit

SAPPORO
12 PK CAN

$14.99

Beer
CARLSON 

VARIETY 8 PK
$17.99

LAGUNITAS
IPA 12 PK CAN

$15.99

All Liquors Stores Will Be Closed on Christmas Day 

Lunetta Prosecco ..................$10.99
Ruffino Prosecco  .................. $11.99
La Marca Prosecco ...............$14.99
Luc Belair ..............................$29.99
Veuve Cliquot Rose  ..............$54.99
Moet Nectar Imperial  ............$54.99
Dom Perignon .....................$249.99
‘Ace of Spade Rose” ...........$449.99

SUN 
CRUISER 8 PK

$14.99

ROLLING
ROCK 18 PK

$10.99

SAM ADAMS 
12 PK BTL

$14.99

RED STRIPE 12 PK BTL
$13.99

FIDDLEHEAD 

IPA 12 PK CAN
$16.99
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NEW 2025 RAM 1500 BIG HORN QUAD 
CAB 4X4 6’4’ BOX

NEW 2024 RAM PROMASTER 
1500 TRADESMAN CARGO VAN 
LOW ROOF 118’ WB

NEW 2024 JEEP 
WAGONEER L 4X4

$39,820Quirk 
Price

MONEY DOWN PER MO.
LEASE: $3,995 42 MOS.*

ZERO DOWN    PER MO.
LEASE: 42 MOS.*

    $279
    $379

MSRP....... ...................
$55,820

REBATE .........................-6,500
SFS LEASE LOYALTY .....-4,000
QUIRK DISCOUNT ..........-5,500
SAVE UP TO ....... .................

$16,000

SAVE UP TO ................
$10,000

NEW 2025 JEEP COMPASS
LIMITED 4X4

Quirk 
Price

$28,498
MONEY DOWN  PER MO.
LEASE: $3,995 27 MOS.*

ZERO DOWN    PER MO.
LEASE: 27 MOS.*

    $199
    $349

NEW 2024 JEEP 
GLADIATOR
SPORT S 4X4

Quirk 
Price

$44,998

MONEY DOWN PER MO.
LEASE: $3,995 36 MOS.*

ZERO DOWN    PER MO.
LEASE: 36 MOS.*

    $349
    $469

NEW 2024 JEEP WRANGLER
4-DOOR SPORT S

Quirk 
Price

$42,998

MONEY DOWN PER MO.
LEASE: $3,995 42 MOS.*

ZERO DOWN    PER MO.
LEASE: 42 MOS.*

    $299
    $399Quirk 

Price
$65,498

MONEY DOWN PER MO.
LEASE: $3,995 42 MOS.*

ZERO DOWN    PER MO.
LEASE: 42 MOS.*

    $598
    $698

NEW 2024 JEEP 
GRAND CHEROKEE
LIMITED 4X4

Quirk 
Price

$40,998

MONEY DOWN PER MO.
LEASE: $3,995 27 MOS.*

ZERO DOWN    PER MO.
LEASE: 27 MOS.*

    $368
    $498

‘Lease Loyalty: Must be returning Chrysler lessee. Conquest Lease Assist. available to current lessees of competitive non-Chrysler vehicles. See dealer for details. All lessees: $3995 down, 10K miles/yr. Tax, title, acq., sec. reg & doc. additional. Extra charges 
may apply at lease end. “Promaster Conquest: must own a comparable comm. vehicle ask for details. Approved credit. Finance Bonus requires finance w/ Chrysler Capital. Conquest Bonus avail. to Silverado & Sierra owners, no trade required. To qualify for 
snow plow rebate customers must be a business owner. All transactions must be completed at time of sale. Must finance with dealer. Subject to program change without notice. Sale ends 12/31/24 0% AVAILABLE IN LIEU OF THE REBATE AND SUBJECT 
TO BANK APPROVAL.

SAVE UP TO ...................
$9,048

SAVE UP TO ...................
$8,400

SAVE UP TO ...................
$4,250

Quirk 
Price

$38,750SAVE UP TO ...................
$8,500

MSRP....... ...................
$47,250

REBATE ..........................-5,000
COMMERCIAL BONUS ...-1,000
QUIRK DISCOUNT .........-2,500

MSRP....... ..................
$33,840

REBATE ...........................-1,000
SFS LEASE LOYALTY ....-2,500
QUIRK DISCOUNT .........-5,342

MSRP....... ...................
$54,910

REBATE ......................... -5,909
QUIRK DISCOUNT .........-3,000 

MSRP....... ..................
$48,945

REBATE ..........................-3,500 
FORD CONQUEST .........-2,000
QUIRK DISCOUNT .........-2,900

$31,998Quirk 
Price

NEW 2024 
DODGE 
HORNET
R/T EAWD

SAVE UP TO ....................
$11,127

MONEY DOWN PER MO.
LEASE: $3,995 24 MOS.*

ZERO DOWN    PER MO.
LEASE: 24 MOS.*

         $99
    $269

SAVE UP TO .................
$11,000

NEW 2024 DODGE DURANGO 
RT AWD

Quirk 
Price

$46,998

MONEY DOWN PER MO.
LEASE: $3,995 39 MOS.*

ZERO DOWN    PER MO.
LEASE: 39 MOS.*

    $329
    $449

SAVE UP TO ...................
$9,562

MSRP....... .................
$56,560

REBATE ..........................-5,600 
CONQUEST ....................-2,000
QUIRK DISCOUNT ..........-1,962

MSRP....... ...................
$75,585

FORD CONQUEST .........-3,000
QUIRK DISCOUNT .........-6,000
REBATE ...........................-1,000

MSRP....... ...................
$52,215

REBATE ..........................-5,000
FORD CONQUEST .........-2,000
QUIRK DISCOUNT .........-3,000
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CONNECT THE DOT:
BGCD Members Attend Annual Mark 
Wahlberg Youth Foundation Holiday 
Party: On December 8th, over 40 
BGCD members were very fortunate 
to be invited to take part in the Annual 
Mark Wahlberg Youth Foundation 
Holiday Party at Jordan’s Furniture 
in Avon. In total, 250 youth from 15 
local Boys & Girls Clubs were invited 
to join us in attending this special 
holiday event. The party included lots 
of holiday festivities that included 
ice skating, sledding, pictures with 
Santa and amazing gifts given to each 
child. We would like to thank Jordan’s 
Furniture, Wahlburgers and Dunkin 
Donuts for supporting this fun holiday 
event. Many thanks to the team at the 
Mark Wahlberg Youth Foundation for 
your generosity and for hosting! For 
more information on partnering with 
our Clubs, please contact Senior VP 
of Operations Mike Joyce at mjoyce@
bgcdorchester.org.

FIND OUT WHAT’S INSIDE: 
BGCD Marr-lins Swim Team Hosts 
First Home Meet of the 2024-2025 
Season: On December 7th, Boys & 
Girls Clubs of Dorchester’s Marr-lin 
Swim Team hosted the Arlington Boys 
& Girls Club for our first home meet 
of the 2024-2025 season. It was an 
exciting meet with many individual 
and team relay events throughout the 
day. Congratulations to the swimmers 
on both teams who worked very hard 
to  improve on their best times. Next 
up for the Marr-lins will be a home 
meet at our Marr Clubhouse against 
the Lawrence Boys & Girls Club before 
heading out on the road to the Salem, 
NH Boys & Girls Club. BGCD offers 10-
Week Swim Lesson Sessions Monday 
- Fridays as well as our Swim Team on
an inquiry basis. BGCD also welcomes
our new aquatics director, Rachel Hurt
to our team! For more information,
please contact Rachel at rhurt@
bgcdorchester.org

DID YOU KNOW: 
BGCD Keystone Club Volunteers 
at Annual Keolis & MBTA Polar 
Express Event: This past weekend, 
30 of our teen members from BGCD’s 
Keystone Club spent a day of service 
supporting the Annual Polar Express 
event held at South Station. Our Teens 
helped decorate the train cars, handed 
out gift bags, assisted with activities 
and chaperoned children and families 
on the trains. The event is hosted 
by our friends at Keolis Commuter 
Services and the MBTA who welcomed 
200 of our parents and members from 
BGCD to participate in this holiday 
favorite. A special thanks to all of our 
teen leaders for their hard work and 
for bringing joy to our families. Thank 
you to Keolis Commuter Services and 
the MBTA for making such a wonderful 
experience possible. To learn more 
about partnering with BGCD, please 
contact Mike Joyce at mjoyce@
bgcdorchester.org.

 

BGCD Marr-lins Swim Team Hosts First Home Meet of the 2024-2025 
Season: See details below.

 

BGCD Members Attend Annual Mark Wahlberg Youth Foundation Holiday 
Party: See details below.

                      BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS OF DORCHESTERBOYS & GIRLS CLUBS OF DORCHESTER      

617.288.7120 | 1135 Dorchester Ave.  | www.bgcdorchester.org 

UPCOMING EVENTS

December 30
senior class check in

Art Bash
December 19

Member Holiday Party 
December 23

*Registration required

Holiday Break - BGCD Closed 
December 24 & 25

School Vacation Programming 
December 26 - 31

*Registration required
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By JaCoB Downey
SpeCial to the reporter

A “working group” 
charged with making 
recommendations for 
the future re-use of the 
former Carney Hospital 
property convened a 
listening session last 
Thursday night to hear 
from impacted residents 
in the wake of the hos-

pital’s abrupt closure in 
August.

Speakers who ad-
dressed the group during 
the lightly attended 
meeting at the Sheet 
Metal Union Hall on 
Adams Street expressed 
a range of emotions— 
from sadness and anger 
to optimism that a new 
set of operators might 

improve the health out-
comes for people in 
Dorchester, Mattapan, 
and other neighbor-
hoods.  One neighbor 
— Zanna Diosa— even 
brought a ukulele and 
performed a song that 
she wrote about the 
Carney crisis. 

The co-chair of the 
Carney working group, 

Dr. Bisola Ojikutu, the 
city’s commissioner of 
Public Health, launched 
the meeting by telling 
attendees: “Right now, 
all options are on the 
table. We’re thinking 
through what makes 
the most sense in terms 
of right-sizing care for 
people. We know there 
are needs for emergency 

or urgent care. We know 
that there are behavioral 
health needs. We know 
that there are primary 
care and some specialty 
outpatient care needs.” 

The goal of the group, 
she emphasized, is for 
health delivery services 
to be restored on the 
Dorchester Avenue cam-
pus formerly occupied by 
the Carney.

Karl  Odom,  who 
worked as a cardiopul-
monary technician at 
Carney, said both he and 
his 90-year-old father, 
whom he cares for, de-
pended on primary care 
providers based out of 
the hospital. 

Odom said he now 
must wait six months 
for a preliminary ap-
pointment with a new 
primary care physician. 
His father, he said, will 
have to wait extended 
periods should he need 
an ambulance in an 
emergency at home. 

“That is the collateral 
damage of what’s hap-
pened,” Odom said.

Lew Finfer, a Lower 
Mills resident who has 
been active as a com-
munity organizer in 
Dorchester since 1970, 
attended the meeting 
with his wife, Judy Shea, 
who once worked at the 
Carney. Her late father 
worked there, too, he 
said. Finfer urged the 
working group to em-
ulate the reopening of 
North Adams Regional 
Hospital. He believes 
Dorchester needs an 
emergency room and 
expanded psychiatric 
facilities to combat the 
statewide shortage bet-
ter.

Valarie Burton, who 
worked in Carney’s 
psych ward for 21 years, 
said, “We definitely need 
a medical facility in this 
community.” She noted 
the longer commutes 
and wait times at other 
hospitals. Burton wants 
to see the former Carney 
space converted into 
a multi-service center 
“that can serve the com-
munity as it served once 
before” complete with le-
gal services, counseling, 
workforce development, 
and other services. 

She also referred to 
the conversion of the 
Leonard Morse Hospital 
in Natick and urged the 
working group to care-
fully consider what to 
do with Carney because 
“that building was a 
sanctuary for most of 
us.”

Ellen MacInnis, who 
sits on the board of 
directors of the Massa-
chusetts Nurses Asso-
ciation and worked as a 
nurse at St Elizabeth’s 
Medical Center for 26 
years, spoke on behalf of 
the MNA in a testimony 
written by the group’s di-
rector, Joe-Ann Fergus.

“The neighborhoods 
and community mem-

bers served by Carney 
have been historically 
underserved and under 
resource,” Fergus wrote. 
“Carney’s closure simply 
represents one more 
slight in the legacy of 
disrespect and neglect on 
this community by many 
in power. She noted that 
MNA sees “robust wrap-
around multilingual 
primary care services” as 
imperative for the good 
of the community. 

Added MacInnes: “A 
fully functioning, free-
standing emergency 
department with the 
capacity for lab diagnos-
tics and imaging should 
be established with a 
complement of surgical 
beds to accommodate 
patients who are not [in 
critical condition] and to 
stabilize patients before 
being transported to 
other hospitals.”

The closing of the Car-
ney, she said, is not just 
damaging to Dorches-
ter’s health system, but 
it also has shut down a 
“pivotal economic en-
gine that provided good 
paying, life-changing 
jobs.” She said small 
businesses— florists, 
cafes, and restaurants— 
have also taken a hit 
with the void left by the 
dispersion of Carney 
workers and patients.

Nurses at other fa-
cilities have also been 
heavily impacted by the 
influx of new patients. 

“I was an ER nurse for 
20 years,” said MacInnis, 
“When you have an on-
slaught like that and you 
don’t have the resources 
to take care of those pa-
tients, it’s devastating. 
200,000 patients don’t 
just disappear.”

Later,  Diosa  ap-
proached the podium 
with her ukulele and 
performed her original 
song, titled  “S.O.S.” in 
which she denounces the 
“oligarchs” and “bougie 
billionaires” she sees as 
responsible for the hos-
pital closing. 

“Save our sirens, save 
our souls” she sang. A 
new verse she wrote 
recently spoke to the 
hopes of many for a 
better outcome from 
the 33-member working 
group when it makes 
recommendations to 
the governor and mayor 
next year.

So now we keep on
Keepin’ on
Righting what’s wrong
And now that Carney’s 
gone,
We need a real solution
A healthcare revolution
Build a new foundation
Here and across the 
nation.”

The working group will 
continue to accept writ-
ten comments from the 
public through Monday, 
Dec. 16. Go to boston.
gov/news/carney-hospi-
tal-resources to submit.

Carney Working Group receives local input at ‘listening session’

DOTNEWS.COM
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By reporter Staff
Sweet Teez Bakery – 

owned by Dorchester’s 
Teresa Thompson May-
nard – will open a new 
store on the ground level 
of Dot Block apartment 
complex next year.

Founded in 2016 to 
create peanut-free sweet 
treats for those with nut 
allergies, the bakery 
offers cakes, cupcakes, 
brownies, pies, and more, 
all “crafted to delight.”

Sweet Teez has been 
searching for a retail 
location in Dorchester 
for several years, with a 
focus on Codman Square 
and the Dot Ave corridor.

“I look forward to open-
ing our flagship bakery at 
Dot Block in the commu-
nity where I was raised 
and where I am raising 
my family alongside my 
husband Kelvin, COO of 
Sweet Teez,” Maynard 
said in a statement to 
The Reporter. “I hope 
that the bakery can be 
a space for community 
members to gather, and 
to feel inspired and em-
boldened to pursue their 
own dreams.”

T h e  M a y n a r d s 
launched their company 
eight years ago from 

Quincy Street’s Com-
monwealth Kitchen, a 
small business incuba-
tor with a focus on food 
vendors. Last year, Sweet 
Teez received a city-fund-
ed SPACE grant to assist 
in launching a storefront 
location.

“Sweet Teez Bakery 
is a local treasure whose 
baked goods are known 
across Boston. It has 
served as a critical re-
source in our commu-
nity for years,” said the 
mayor. “I’m thrilled to 
see Sweet Teez continue 
to succeed as a SPACE 
Grant recipient and look 
forward to supporting 
this opening. 

“Congratulations to 
Teresa, the whole Sweet 
Teez team and all of our 
partners on this excit-
ing announcement that 
shows what’s possible 
when we support our 
local small businesses 
who are anchors in our 
communities.”  

Said Rachael Diharce, 
vice president of retail 
leasing at Samuels & 
Associates, “Sweet Teez 
Bakery is a fantastic ad-
dition to the Dot Block 
and Dorchester com-
munity. Teresa’s baked 

goods have earned a stel-
lar reputation, and we are 
thrilled to welcome her.”

The lease agreement 

is also good news for Dot 
Block, which opened to 

residents in 2023. Sweet 
Teez is the first retailer to 

move into the building’s 
ground floor space.

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
SALE OF REAL ESTATE
UNDER M.G.L. c. 183A:6

By virtue of a Judgment and Order of the Suffolk Superior Court (Civil Action No. 19-2865G), in 
favor of the Board of Managers of the Blue Hill Place Condominium Association against Denise 
Wright, establishing a lien pursuant to M.G.L. c. 183A:6 on the real estate known as Unit 362 of 
the Blue Hill Place Condominium with a street address of 362 Blue Hill Avenue, Dorchester, Suf-
folk County, Massachusetts for the purposes of satisfying such lien, the real estate is scheduled 
for Public Auction commencing at 11:00 a.m. on December 30, 2024 at 362 Blue Hill Avenue, 
Dorchester, Massachusetts.  The premises to be sold are more particularly described as follows:
DESCRIPTION:  

The Post Office address of the Unit is:  362 Blue Hill Avenue, Dorchester, MA 02121
The Unit is shown on a plan recorded with the Master Deed, to which is affixed a verified state-

ment in the form provided by M.G.L. Chapter 183A section 9, and is conveyed subject to and with 
the benefit of the obligations, restrictions, rights and liabilities contained in M.G.L. Chapter 183A, 
the Master Deed, the documents establishing the organization of unit owners and the By-Laws 
as amended of record.  The Unit is conveyed subject to, and with the benefit of, all easements, 
restrictions and encumbrances of record insofar as the same are now in force and applicable.

Each of the units in the Condominium is intended for residential purpose as set forth in the 
Master Deed.

The undivided percentage of interest of the Unit in the Common Elements is 14%.  Notwith-
standing the foregoing, Grantee, and Grantee’s successors in title, take title to the Unit subject to 
the rights of Grantor, as Declarant under the Master Deed, to add additional phases and additional 
units to the Condominium.  The Unit’s undivided percentage interest is subject to reduction in case 
of addition to the Condominium of additional phases and additional units.

If Grantee intends to sell or otherwise transfer any interest in the Unit, including without limitation, 
the granting of a mortgage interest therein, Grantee shall so notify Grantor in writing, describing the 
details of the proposed transfer.  Within sixty (60) days after receipt of such notice (the “Notice Date”), 
Grantor may elect, by notice to such Grantee sent by certified or registered mail, to purchase such 
Unit at the ten fair market value thereof, which shall be determined by an independent third party 
appraisal.  If Grantor elects to purchase the Unit, the transfer shall take place on the business day 
specified in Grantor’s notice of election (which day shall not be more than ninety (90) days after the 
Notice Date), at the Suffolk County Registry of Deeds.  Grantee shall convey the Unit to Grantor 
by quitclaim deed, with all tax and documentary stamps affixed and paid for by Grantee.  Grantee 
shall pay all other taxes arising out of such sale.  If Grantor shall fail to make such election within 
such 60-day period, then Grantee shall be free to sell or transfer the Unit or any interest therein 
at any time within one hundred twenty (120) days after the Notice Date.  If such sale or transfer is 
not consummated within such 120-day period, then Grantee shall not sell his or her Unit or transfer 
any interest therein unless s/he first complies again with the provisions of this paragraph.  Grantor 
may release or waive its rights under this paragraph, either before or after receipt of notice from 
Grantee, in which event the Unit may be sold or conveyed free and clear of the provisions of this 
paragraph.  A certificate executed and acknowledged by Grantee, stating that the rights under this 
paragraph have been duly waived or terminated, shall be conclusive upon Grantor in favor of all 
persons who rely thereon in good faith.  Such certificate shall be furnished upon request to any 
Grantee who has in fact complied with the provisions of this paragraph.

For title, see Deed to Denise Wright dated May 9, 2006 and recorded with the Suffolk County 
Registry of Deeds in Book 39558, Page 71.

In the event of a typographical error or omission contained in this publication, the description of 
the premises contained in said Unit Deed shall control.
 TERMS OF SALE: 

1. A non-refundable deposit payable in cash, certified or bank check in the amount of  
 $5,000.00 for the unit shall be payable at the Auction.

2. The balance of the purchase price is to be paid within thirty (30) days of the auction.
3. An Auctioneer’s Release Deed will be issued to the purchaser, upon payment of the 
 balance of the purchase price, within thirty (30) days of the auction.  The Deed shall  

 convey the premises subject to, and with the benefit of, all restrictions, easements,
 improvements, outstanding tax titles, municipal or other public taxes, assessments,  

 liens, or claims in the nature of liens, and existing encumbrances of record senior to 
 the lien hereby being satisfied, whether or not reference to such restrictions, easements,
  improvements, outstanding tax titles, municipal or other public taxes, assessments,
 liens or claims in the nature of liens or encumbrances is made in the deed.
4. Additionally, and not by way of limitation, the sale shall be subject to and with the   

 benefit  of any and all tenants, tenancies, and occupants, if any.
5. No representation is or shall be made as to any amount of taxes due and outstanding.
6. The successful bidder shall pay the future condominium common charges commencing 
 with the date of the auction.
7. No representation is or shall be made as to any other mortgages, liens, or 
 encumbrances of record.
8. No representation is or shall be made as to the condition of the Premises or the 
 Condominium.  The Premises shall be sold “as is.”
9. Other items, if any, shall be announced at the sale.
10. The sale is subject to and in accordance with the Judgment and Order, a copy of which 
 may be obtained from the seller’s counsel, Attorney Dean T. Lennon, Marcus, 
 Errico, Emmer & Brooks, P.C., 45 Braintree Hill Park, Suite 107, Braintree, MA 02184, 
 (781) 843-5000.
   BLUE HILL PLACE CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIATION,
   By its Board 

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE & FAMILY COURT 
SUFFOLK PROBATE AND FAMILY COURT

24 NEW CHARDON STREET
BOSTON, MA 02114

617-788-8300
CITATION ON PETITION 

TO CHANGE NAME
Docket No. SU24C0523CA

IN THE MATTER OF: 
ANGELLA THEIRSE

A Petition to Change Name of 
Adult has been filed by Angella 
Theirse of Boston, MA requesting 
that the court enter a Decree chang-
ing their name to:

Angella J. Theirse-Eadie
IMPORTANT NOTICE

Any person may appear for 
purposes of objecting to the petition 
by filing an appearance at: Suffolk 
Probate and Family Court before 
10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
12/26/2024. This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by which you 
must file a written appearance if you 
object to this proceeding.

Witness, HON. BRIAN J. DUNN, 
First Justice of this Court.

Date: December 3, 2024 
Stephanie L. Everett, Esq.

Register of Probate
Published: December 19, 2024

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE & FAMILY COURT 
SUFFOLK DIVISION

24 NEW CHARDON STREET
BOSTON, MA 02114

Docket No. SU24D2058DR
DIVORCE SUMMONS 

BY PUBLICATION and MAILING
JAVIER A. ANDUJAR

vs.
BINERCA ALMANZAR GARCIA

To the Defendant:
The Plaintiff has filed a Complaint for 

Divorce requesting that the Court grant 
a divorce for Irretrievable Breakdown.. 
The Complaint is on file at the Court. 
An  Automatic Restraining Order has 
been entered in this matter preventing 
you from taking any action which would 
negatively impact the current financial 
status of either party. SEE Supplemental 
Probate Court Rule 411.

You are hereby summoned and re-
quired to serve upon: Javier A. Andujar, 
37 Cedar Street, Apt. 3L, Lawrence, MA 
01841 your answer, if any, on or before 
01/10/2025. If you fail to do so, the court 
will proceed to the hearing and adjudica-
tion of this action. You are also required 
to file a copy of your answer, if any, in 
the office of the Register of this Court.

Witness, HON. BRIAN J. DUNN, First 
Justice of this Court. 

Date: December 11, 2024 
Stephanie L. Everett, Esq.

Register of Probate
Published: December 19, 2024

LEGAL NOTICES

COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Probate & Family Court

24 New Chardon Street
Boston, MA 02114

(617) 788-8300
CITATION ON PETITION FOR 
FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Docket No. SU24P2628EA

ESTATE OF:
CARMEN A. JONES

DATE OF DEATH: 09/05/2024
To all interested persons: 
A  Petition for Formal Adjudication of Intestacy 
and Appointment of Personal Representative 
has been filed by Bostonian Nursing Care 
& Rehab of Dorchester, MA requesting that 
the Court enter a formal Decree and Order 
and for such other relief as requested in 
the Petition. The Petitioner requests that: 
Jessica L. Libby, Esq. of Milton, MA  be 
appointed as Personal Representative(s) 
of said estate to serve Without Surety on 
the bond in unsupervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of the 
Petition from the Petitioner or at the Court. 
You have a right to object to this proceeding. 
To do so, you or your attorney must file a 
written appearance and objection at this 
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 01/20/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this proceeding. If 
you fail to file a timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, action 
may be taken without further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed under 
the MUPC in an unsupervised administration 
is not required to file an inventory or annual 
accounts with the Court. Persons interested 
in the estate are entitled to notice regarding 
the administration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the estate, including 
the distribution of assets and expenses of 
administration.

Witness, HON. BRIAN J. DUNN,  First 
Justice of this Court.

Date: December 09, 2024
Stephanie L. Everett, Esq.

Register of Probate
Published: December 19, 2024

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE & FAMILY COURT 
SUFFOLK DIVISION

24 NEW CHARDON STREET
BOSTON, MA 02114

Docket No. SU24D1832DR
DIVORCE SUMMONS 

BY PUBLICATION and MAILING
MARIA FILOMENA 

DOS SANTOS CARDOSO
vs.

JORGE PEDRO 
DOS SANTOS CARDOSA

To the Defendant:
The Plaintiff has filed a Complaint for 

Divorce requesting that the Court grant 
a divorce for Irretrievable Breakdown. 
The Complaint is on file at the Court. An  
Automatic Restraining Order has been 
entered in this matter preventing you from 
taking any action which would negatively 
impact the current financial status of 
either party. SEE Supplemental Probate 
Court Rule 411.

You are hereby summoned and re-
quired to serve upon: Maria Filomena Dos 
Santos Cardoso, 40 French St., Quincy, 
MA 02171 your answer, if any, on or before 
02/03/2025. If you fail to do so, the court will 
proceed to the hearing and adjudication 
of this action. You are also required to file 
a copy of your answer, if any, in the office 
of the Register of this Court.

Witness, HON. BRIAN J. DUNN, First 
Justice of this Court. 

Date: December 10, 2024
Stephanie L. Everett, Esq.

Register of Probate
Published: December 19, 2024

LEGAL NOTICES

El Punto, an eatery with 240 seats, eyed 
for Blue Hill Ave. at Talbot in early ’25

“We just had to renew 
our liquor license and so 
we already have that,” 
she said. “That’s the first 
thing we said about this 
venture. If we couldn’t 
secure a license here, 
then it really wouldn’t 
be worth it to go for-
ward with a full-service 
restaurant.”

The restaurant will 
offer small plates and 
tapas in seeking to carve 
out a different niche from 
other take-out Domin-
ican spots – known as 
“lunches” – that exist 
along Blue Hill Avenue 
and in nearby neigh-
borhoods. The food and 
drink operation is being 
planned by chef Carlos 
Rosario, a graduate of 
Madison Park Technical 

Vocational High School 
and a veteran of the 
culinary scene in Bos-
ton. In addition to small 
bites, his forte will be a 
build-your-own Platano 
[Plantain] Bowl.

“We wanted to be open 
all day, but there are so 
many take-outs or lunch-
es here, so we decided to 
do something different,” 
said Pena. “We want our 
food to be more like tapas 
food and not the big Do-
minican plates with rice 
and beans.”

Pena and Ortiz have 
been involved in the 
hospitality industry for 
at least a decade. Pena 
said she was the general 
manager of a Mojito’s 
in Randolph for five 
years while also being 
a promoter in Boston. 
She said they know the 
pitfalls and have brought 
on a professional security 
company for the site.

“We are going to make 

sure we have profession-
ally trained security and 
not just some guy at the 
door at our operation,” 
said Pena.

“We’re going to finally 
have somewhere to be,” 
she added. “I’m from 
Boston and was raised 
here and went to college 
here. It’s sad we have to 
go out of town and spend 
money to be in a place we 
can identify with and be 
comfortable.”

The location at 879 
Blue Hill Ave. was pre-
viously planned to be 
a Royalty Iron Grill – 
pitched as an elaborate 
steakhouse, but it never 
opened once the pan-
demic hit. The building, 
which was purchased by 
PWN Development of 
Tewksbury for $6 million 
in late 2023, today has a 
long-time beauty salon 
on the premises.

(Continued from page 1)

Sweet Teez Bakery plans store in Dot Block 

A view inside the soon-to- open El Punto restaurant and lounge on Blue Hill 
Avenue.  Seth Daniel photo
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BAKER, Marianne 
(Santa Lucia), 70, of 
Weymouth, formerly of 
Dorchester. She is sur-
vived by her husband, 
John F. Baker of Wey-
mouth and her son and 
daughter in law, Ed Ma-
zurkiewicz andJamie 
Lewis of Charlestown. 
Through the years she 
owned and operated piz-
za, ice cream and fish and 
chips shops in Dorchester. 
She formerly served both 
as an Emergency Medical 
Technician and a phlebot-
omist and was the founder 
of Baker & Associates 
Appraisal Inc. Donations 
in Marianne’s memory 
may be made to Tunnels 
to Towers Foundation, St. 
Jude Children’s Hospital 
or St. Anthony Shrine, 
Boston. 

BRUCE,  Marga-
ret M. (Beaulieu), 81, 
of Dorchester. Mother 
of Dawna C. Bruce of 
Dorchester. Daughter 
of the late George J. 
Beaulieu Sr. and Mary E. 
(Shields) Beaulieu. Sister 
of the late Ernestine 
Harrington, Mary Har-

rington, Dolores Rohan, 
Phillip Beaulieu, John 
Beaulieu, George Beau-
lieu Jr., Claire Hardiman, 
Patricia LeClair, Cecile 
Darcy, Joanne Williams, 
and Richard Beaulieu. 
Survived by many nieces, 
nephews, grandnieces, 
and grandnephews. Mar-
garet was a retired em-
ployee of Blue Cross/Blue 
Shield of Massachusetts 
for over 39 years.

CLASBY, William 
Michael, 59, at Gor-
don Hospice House 
in Mooresville, North 
Carolina, formerly of 
Dorchester, Quincy, No. 
Attleboro, Blackstone 
and Martha’s Vineyard. 
William’s was adopted 
by Mary Theresa Clasby 
and Paul Francis Clasby. 
William is survived by 
his children: Aryanna 
Michele Clasby, William 
Paul Clasby. Along with 
Christopher Allan Clas-
by, and Anthony Clasby. 
He also leaves behind 
Michele Ann Clasby, 
Paula Clasby, and Win-
ston Kokaram. William 
later found companion-
ship with his signifi-
cant other April Wood, 
and her sons, Whalen, 
Glenn, Danny, Billy 
along with two grand-
children, Trace and 
Wynonah. William’s ca-
reer was marked by his 
entrepreneurial spirit as 
a business owner and his 
dedication as a trucking 
owner and operator. Do-

nations can be made to 
American Liver Founda-
tion ,P.O Box 299, West 
Orange, NJ 07052.

CORMICAN, Donna 
Marie, 72, in Winchester, 
formerly of Dorchester. 
Daughter to the late 
Joseph C. Cormican and 
Helen R. (Rogers) Cormi-
can. Sister of Joseph Cor-
mican and his wife Denise 
of Millis, Helen Fredholm 
and her husband Rich-
ard of Braintree, Cathy 
Cormican of Dorchester, 
Jimmy Cormican and his 
wife Patricia of Milford, 
Bobby and his late wife 
Christine of Lowell, the 
late Paul Cormican, and 
Michael Cormican. She 
also leaves many nieces 
and nephews who were 
a significant part of her 
life. She was a familiar 
face at Darcy’s Village 
Pub in Quincy and Son-
ny’s in Dorchester, where 
she served her customers 
with warmth and grace. 
Donna’s interests ex-
tended beyond her profes-
sional life into volunteer 
work with the Dorchester 
Special Athletes. 

HADDAD, Marion, 
90, of Dorchester. Daugh-
ter of the late Fayes and 
Helen Haddad. Beloved 
sister of Ann Bortolotti 
and her late husband 
Warren of Hingham, 
Terri Robinson of Wash-
ington D.C., the late Fred 
Haddad and Genevive 
Haddad. She also leaves 
behind many nieces and 
nephews. 

DUNPHY, Thomas, 
75, of Pembroke, formerly 
of Dorchester. He is sur-

vived by his wife, Dianne 
Dunphy, and their two 
sons, Thomas and Dennis. 
He was also the grandfa-
ther to 11 grandchildren 
and uncle to many nieces 
and nephews. Thomas 
was the son of the late Wil-
liam and Margaret Dun-
phy. He was the brother of 
the late Michael Dunphy 
and William Dunphy, 
and is survived by James 
Dunphy, Margaret (Dun-
phy) Searson, Francis 
Dunphy, Janet (Dunphy) 
Politano, Rosemary (Dun-
phy) O’Donnell, John 
Dunphy, Brian Dunphy, 
and Robert Dunphy. US 
Marine Corps veteran. 
After his military service, 
he joined the Local 88 
Tunnel Workers and then 
began his career at the 
Boston Fire Department. 
Thomas spent 34 years as-
signed to Meeting House 
Hill, Engine 17, Ladder 7.

KORETZ,  Robert Mi-
chael, 51, of Dorchester 
Robert was born in Liv-
ingston, NJ to Faye and 
Richard.  Robert moved to 
Boston in 1995 and held 
several jobs, most notably 
with Mass General and 
the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts. Robert is 
predeceased by his father 
Richard. Robert is sur-
vived by his mother Faye, 
sister Jill Volarich, broth-
er-in-law Henry Volarich, 
niece Rachel Volarich and 
nephews Justin Volarich 
and Daniel Volarich. The 
family requests that dona-
tions be made to St. Jude’s 
Children’s Hospital.

M C D O N O U G H , 
Helen J., 92, in Kings-
ton, formerly of Plym-
outh, originally of 
Dorchester.  Helen was 
the daughter of the late 
John J. and Delia (Ly-
don) McDonough. Helen 
entered the Sisters of 
Notre Dame de Namur. 
Helen’s teaching career 
spanned many years in 
schools in Providence, 
RI, Springfield, MA, 
and Hartford, New Ha-
ven, and Branford CT. 
In 2004, at age 73, Hel-
en joined “the secular 
branch group,” a project 
of the Sisters of Notre 
Dame de Namur work-
ing to create a new way 
of living religious life. 
Eventually, Helen and 
her colleagues left the 
Sisters of Notre Dame. 
Helen spent her retire-
ment years at High Cliff 

in Plymouth. Helen is 
survived by her family, 
including her sister, Bar-
bara Allen of Duxbury, 
and her brother, Thomas 
McDonough of VA. She 
was predeceased by her 
sister, Mary Tarpey, and 
her brother, Rev. John 
P. McDonough. She also 
leaves numerous nieces 
and nephews.

MURRAY, Edward, 
Jr. (Mr. Murray, Ju-
nior, Uncle Junior, 
Uncle Donald, and 
Cousin Donald), 90, 
of Mattapan. Edward 
was born to Clarissa C. 
(Cumberbatch) Murray 
and Edward MacDonald 
Murray, Sr. He was the 
owner of Ed Murray 
Getty Gas Service until 
2008 when he retired 
and sold the station. He 
is preceded in death by 
his parents Edward M. 
Murray, Sr and Clarissa 
(Cumberbatch) Murray 
and siblings, Athelstan 
“Sonny” Cumberbatch, 
Muriel Sobers, and Shir-
ley (Murray) Griffin. 
As well his loving wife 
Juanita (Hunter) Murray. 
He leaves behind cousins, 
nieces, nephews, a step-
son and his children, 
friends, and Masonic 
brothers. He was a Spe-
cialty Sergeant with the 
US Army Reserves.

SCHROEDER, Kar-
en, 78, of Milton, formerly 
of Dorchester. She was 
the daughter of Alice E. 
(Sullivan) and Paul T. 
Schroeder.   She taught 
a variety of mathematics 
courses at Bentley Uni-
versity. She also served 
for many years as the 
Director of the Mathe-
matics Learning Center. 
She received the Gregory 
Adamian award for Excel-
lence in Teaching in 1987. 
She co-authored a book 
on Discrete Probability 
with her late colleague 
Dr. John C. Hegarty. She 
retired from Bentley after 
43 years of teaching in 
2012. Karen was active 
in many professional 
organizations, especially 
the Mathematical Associ-
ation of America (MAA). 
She served as the chair of 
the Northeastern section. 
She represented this sec-
tion as she served on the 
Board of Governors at 
the National level. Karen 
was active in Milton town 
politics serving for 6 years 

as a Town Meeting mem-
ber. She was a volunteer 
at Milton Hospital where 
she worked for ten years 
in the gift shop and also 
served as ax Eucharistic 
Minister. Karen was also 
an active member of Mil-
ton’s St. Agatha Parish. 
Karen is survived by her 
cousins Jean Townsend 
of Denver, Colorado and 
Christopher Greeley of 
South Carolina. Karen 
also leaves behind her 
dear friends: the Scan-
lon family and Kathleen 
Kelley. Donations can be 
made in Karen’s memory 
to NVNA & Hospice.

WHYTE,  Carmen 
Catilda Primrose 
“Baby Whyte”, 89, 
of Mattapan. Daugh-
ter of the late Reginald 
and Nell Whyte. Her 
siblings, Editha Har-
ris, Pearl Whyte, Ar-
nold Whyte and Morris 
Whyte all predeceased 
her. She is survived by 
her children, Freeston, 
also known as “Dave” 
and Joan Whyte; 3 
grandchildren, and 1 
great granddaughter. 
She is predeceased by 
her great-grandson, Ke-
nai Whyte and leaves 
numerous nieces and 
nephews, extended fam-
ily and dear friends. 
Carmen first worked at 
Keystone Corporation 
then at Polaroid Corpo-
ration in Cambridge and 
Norwood from where 
she retired.

WILKINS, Clinton 
Willie, 80, of Dorches-
ter.  He leaves be-
hind his wife Mary E. 
Wilkins, 9 children, 15 
grandchildren and  11 
great-grandchildren.

WILLARD, Patri-
cia M. (Hanlon), 89, 
of Wellesley, passed 
away peacefull. Patri-
cia was the wife of the 
late George L. Willard, 
Jr. of Wellesley. Mother 
to Mark and his wife, 
Katherine of Northville, 
MI, Michael and his 
wife, Bobbi of Corvallis, 
OR, Martin and his wife, 
Shirley of Holliston, 
MA, the late George L. 
Willard, III of Dorches-
ter, MA, John and his 
wife, Pam of Westboro, 
MA and Christopher 
and his wife, Susan of 
Orlando, FL. She was 
also the grandmother to 
16 grandchildren and 6 
great-grandchildren. 

LEGAL NOTICE

415 Neponset Avenue
Dorchester, MA 02124
617-265-4100

Attorneys at Law
www.tevnan.com

TEVNAN TEVNAN
15 Broad Street, Ste. 800

Boston, MA 02109
617-423-4100

RECENT OBITUARIES

Cedar Grove Cemetery
A quiet place on the banks of the Neponset River 

Contact the office 
for information on 
the cost of burial 
needs,  memorial 
benches and me-
morial trees. The 
Cemetery office is 
open Monday – Fri-
day 8:00 to 4:00, 
and Saturday 8:00 
to noon. The Cem-
eter y grounds are 

open from year-round 7:00 am to 6:00 pm – weather 
permitting. 920 Adams St., Dorchester, MA 02124

920 Adams St., Dorchester, MA 02124    •    617-825-1360
Consecrated in 1868.  Non-Sectarian.

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE & FAMILY COURT 
NORFOLK DIVISION
35 SHAWMUT ROAD
CANTON, MA 02021

(781) 830-1200
Docket No. NO24A0204AD

CITATION 
G.L. c. 210, §6

IN THE MATTER OF: 
RAEKWON THORNTON

To:
any unnamed or unknown parent 

and persons interested in a petition for 
the adoption of said child and to the 
Department of Children and Families 
of said Commonwealth. 

A petition has been presented to 
said court by: 

Younique Grice of Randolph, MA
Ashleigh Grice of Randolph, MA 
requesting for leave to adopt said 

child and that the name of the child 
be changed to

If you object to this adoption 
you are entitled to the appoint-
ment of an attorney if you are an 
indigent person. 
An indigent person is defined by SJC 
Rule 3:10. The definition includes but 
is not limited to persons receiving 
TAFDC, EACDC, poverty related 
veteran’s benfits, Medicaid, and SSI. 
The Court will determine if you are in-
digent. Contact an Assistant Judicial 
Case Manager or Adoption Clerk of 
the Court on or before the date listed 
below to obtain the necessary forms. 

If you desire to object thereto, you 
or your attorney must file a written 
appearance in said court at: Canton 
on or before ten o’clock in the morning 
(10:00 AM) on: 01/08/2025. 

Witness, Hon. Lee M. Peterson, 
First Justice of this Court. 

Date: November 27, 2024
Colleen M. Brierley
Register of Probate

Published: December 5, 2024 
December 12, 2024, December 19, 2024
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MEET THE MEDICAL TEAM AT
GEIGER GIBSON COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER

H A R B O R  H E A LT H

HHSI.US

Welcoming new patients!
• Primary Care for all ages
• Pregnancy Care
• Breastfeeding Medicine

MassHealth, ConnectorCare, and most insurance plans accepted.
Same day medical appointments available.

Geiger Gibson Community Health Center
250 Mt. Vernon Street, Dorchester, MA 02125

Call for an appointment:(617) 288-1140

Find care that puts YOU first

Dr. John O'Brien, Dr. Caroline Mullin, and Alice Mui, NP 
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Financial help

Low premiums

Access to care

No matter where you are in your career or life—whether you’ve just graduated, are
oon a budget, have lost your health coverage, or are self-employed—we have plans 
for every stage of life. Plans from the Massachusetts Health Connector provide 
access to care, protecting you from big bills if you are sick or injured. Our low-cost 
plans ooer annual check-ups, wellness programs, and screenings at no extra cost. 
Financial help is also available. Easily compare plans with the Massachusetts Health 
Connector and find the best plan for your right now. 

Visit MAhealthconnector.org or call 1-877-MA-ENROLL. 

COVERAGE FOR 
EVERY STAGE OF 
YOUR LIFE

OPEN
ENROLLMENT
RUNS FROM
NOVEMBER 1
UNTIL JANUARY 23

2025


