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Fernandes Anderson charged in kickback scheme, fraud

BY REPORTER STAFF

FBI agents arrested Boston City Coun-
cillor Tania Fernandes Anderson at her
Dorchester home last Friday morning (Dec.
6) and federal prosecutors later accused her
of orchestrating a kickback scheme with
a staffer to obtain thousands of dollars in
cash. US Attorney for Massachusetts Joshua
Levy announced that she had been indicted
by a grand jury on five counts of wire fraud
and one count of theft concerning programs
receiving federal funds.

Her arrest and arraignment prompted

immediate calls for Fernandes Anderson to
resign from her District 7 seat from Mayor
Wu, Council President Ruthzee Louijeune,
and four other colleagues on the council,
including Gabriela Coletta Zapata, Sharon
Durkin, Ed Flynn, and Erin Murphy.

In an 11-page indictment, prosecutors
alleged that Fernandes Anderson struck an
agreement with a staffer by which she in-
structed city personnel to pay her employee
a$13,000 bonus without disclosing that the
staffer would give most of the money back
to the councillor.

Prosecutors say Fernandes Anderson
and the staff member met in a City Hall
bathroom ondJune9, 2023, where the staffer
handed Fernandes Anderson $7,000 in cash
to complete the alleged kickback.

“Using public office for personal gain is
a crime. Her behavior, as alleged in today’s
indictment, is a slap in the face to the hard-
working taxpayers in the city of Boston who
have every right to expect that the city’s
funds are in good and honest hands,” Jodi
Cohen, special agent in charge of the FBI’s

(Continued on page 15)

City Councillor Tania
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McGonagle's

The downstairs stage features a colorful mural depicting Oran McGonagle’s hometown, the coastal

village of Moville, Co. Donegal, Ireland.

Irish-themed Neponset Ave. venue
opens after major work at the site

By Cassipy McNEELEY
REPORTER STAFF

Dorchester’s newest eatery —
McGonagle’s Restaurant & Pub
on Neponset Avenue—isthelatest
property in the portfolio of Oran
McGonagle, a native of Ireland’s
County Donegal who has built an
empire of pubs and restaurants
across the region over the last
decade.

But McGonagle’s — which
opened to the public on Monday
morning— may just be his mas-
terpiece.

From the dark-wood finishes
and Victorian-style tin ceilings,
the two-level establishment has
the look and feel of a centuries-old
Dublin pub, complete with a small
stage for live music. But it also

Oran McGonagle pours a pint
inside McGonagle’s on Neponset
Ave.

offers subtle modern flourishes
and an expansive menu that the
owner hopes will make it a cher-
ished neighborhood destination.
“The whole idea of an Irish bar

Cassidy McNeeley photos

is to be warm, inviting, and cozy.
It’s an Irish pub and everyone is
welcome,” McGonagle told The
Reporter during an exclusive tour
of the premises on Wednesday.
“We’re going to try and make it
a really vibrant part of Dorches-
ter where people can have their
events. Someone might have
their christening here and end up
having their 21st here. I want it
to be somewhere that really feels
like it’s a part of the community.”

Located at 376 Neponset Ave.
at the corner of Chickatawbut
Street, McGonagle’s replaces an
earlier bar and eatery— Dorset
Hall, which closed earlier this
year. McGonagle and his business
partner, William McCarthy, en-

(Continued on page 10)

Codman Health looking to build |~ |

full-service center in Randolph

By SETH DANIEL
NEews EpIiTOR

With many former
Dorchester residents
now living in their new
homes in Randolph
and other South Shore
communities, Codman
Square Health Center
(CSHC) is planning to
follow them by opening
a full-service facility in
Randolph that will pave
the way for conversations
about changes at the
center’s Dorchester hub.

“That’s a trend we
noticed, and our patients
have told us that they
have moved away and
still come back to Cod-
man,” said Codman’s
new CEQO, Dr. Guy Fish.
“They are coming in for
their visit and want to
change their address
and, commonly, it’s now
in Randolph.”

Fish discussed the
plans in an appearance
before the Codman
Square Neighborhood

Council last Wednesday.
He also spoke with The
Reporter in an interview
afterwards.

Since taking the CEO
position last August, Fish
said he has discovered
that many patients who
now live south of the
city routinely come back
to Codman Square for
health care, as there are
not any options in com-
munities like Randolph.
Torespond tothat chang-
ing health care dynamic,

Dr. Guy Fish, CEO of
Codman Square HC.
Seth Daniel photo

he said, Codman began
by rolling out a satellite

(Continued on page 14)

hits a wall: No
vote in Senate

By ELLA ADpAMS AND CHRIS LISINSKI
StaTE HOUSE NEWS SERVICE

The controversial property-tax shift bill proposed
by the Wu administration that has driven months
of debate will not receive a vote in the Senate, the
chamber’stop Democrat said on Monday night. Senate
President Karen Spilkareleased a statement confirm-
ing that she will not bring the Boston property tax
shift proposal to the floor for further debate.

Despite compromises struck between the city and
stakeholders, Spilka said she has “heard clearly that
there currently is not sufficient support for this pro-
posal. As this compromise legislation has progressed
through the Senate, the Department of Revenue re-
cently released new certifications of data submitted
by Boston that predicted a much more modest tax
increase for residents than previously presented by
the City,” she noted, adding:

“This new understanding has left stakeholders
and Senate members with serious concerns about the
bill’s impact on the competitiveness of the state as a
whole. Many in the Senate believe that this proposal
tips the scales too far in one direction, with a stalled
economic recovery in Boston as an unfortunate po-
tential outcome.”

Spilka said the Senate is “acutely aware” of afford-
ability issues statewide, pointing to the recent housing
bond bill and tax relief package that were signed
into law as ways the Senate helped protect its “most

(Continued on page 12)

Cannabis operators
pivot from Mattapan
to Fields Corner space

By SETH DANIEL
NEews EpIiTor

Cannabisentrepreneurs Drudys Ledbetter and Les-
lie Pascual presented their plans to open an adult-use
dispensary in Fields Corner at an abutters’ meeting
last month and will bring their proposal before the
Fields Corner Civic Association next month.

The duo - both with deep roots in Boston’s neigh-
borhoods - previously sought to open their Zeb
Boutique retail shop at locations in Mattapan, but
now have an agreement to lease the space at 1524
Dorchester Ave. that once housed a Radio Shack and
then EBlens Fashions.

“This is going to be our third try at a location and
the fourth time we’ve presented to the Boston Can-
nabis Board,” Ledbetter told The Reporter during
an interview at the Fields Corner site, where the
company held its annual meeting for investors and
friends last Saturday night.

“Thisisamarqueelocation, and we feel great about

(Continued on page 11)

All contents
© 2024 Boston
Neighborhood

News, Inc. a'paans "'93395 'y



Page 2

Police, Courts & Fire

BFD photo

Boston firefighters responded to 679-683 Columbia
Road in Edward Everett Square (above) around 6:50
a.m. on Sunday for what quickly turned into a two-
alarm fire. Arriving firefighters saw heavy flames from
the second floor and attic of the unoccupied wooden
building. Firefighters attacked the fire from all four
sides and from the roof of a neighboring house to keep
the fire from spreading, according to a BFD account.

Part of the roof collapsed, and firefighters had to
be careful to avoid getting hit by any of “the numer-
ous slate tiles flying off the roof.” No injuries were
reported.

A man was shot and killed on Monday night (Dec.
9) on Devon Street, a side road off Columbia Road,
and Boston Police said that they arrested two men
who are suspects in the fatal incident. According
to a BPD account, officers, who were alerted to the
gunfire by the ShotSpotter system just before 10:30
p.m., found the victim— whose identity has not yet
been made public— already deceased.

A BPD report indicates that detectives viewed
cameras to help identify suspects while officers on
the scene “observed two individuals leaving an al-
ley in the rear of 270 Columbia Road.” After a foot
chase, the men were arrested and two firearms were
recovered along their “flight path.” The suspects—
Darius Powell, 25, of Woonsocket, R.1., and Daiquan
Miller, 25, of Dorchester— were to be arraigned on
gun charges in Dorchester court on Tuesday. They
have not yet been charged in the homicide. Anyone
with information is urged to contact detectives at
617-343-4470.

Boston Police arrested a teenager on Dec. 4 after
officers on patrol in the Franklin Field development
noted that he had stashed a handgun under a car.
The young man, 17, was walking on Stratton Street
around 9:40 p.m. when officers approached the teen
and a second person who, police say, “quickened their
pace to avoid the interaction.” Police recovered a
handgun under the car that was loaded with one in
the chamber and 18 roundsin the magazine, according
to a BPD account.

The teen, too young to have his name released,
was charged with being delinquent for unlawful
possession of a firearm, unlawful possession of a
loaded firearm, unlawful possession of a large-ca-
pacity feeding device, and unlawful possession of
ammunition, police said.

THE REPORTER

The Zoning Board of
Appeal on Dec. 3 ap-
proved plans by the own-
ers of Spukies N Pizza at
1159 Washington St. in
Lower Mills to replace
their building and park-
ing lot with a 4-story,
14-unit condo building
with ground-floor space
for them to resume mak-
ing pizzas and subs once
construction is finished.

Stavros and Theodo-
raRetzostook ownership
of Spukies - named
for a once- common
pointy-ended Boston
sub roll — in 1997. Their
proposalis meant toleave
a legacy for their family
on a lot that is appropri-
ately shaped like a slice
of pizza, their attorney,
Nicholas Zozula, told the
board.

The proposal calls for 6
residential parking spac-
es, a Washington Street
curb cut of 12 feet, down

December 12, 2024
Spukies owners win okay for
four-story condo, pizza outlet
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Rendering of proposed building by Derek Rubinoff.

from the current 22, and
the planting of several
street trees along both
Washington Street and
a private way that runs
along one side of the
property, he said.

He added that two of
theunits would be sold as
affordable. The couple’s
architect, Derek Ru-
binoff, noted that all 14
units would be handicap
accessible.

The building would
go next to an apart-
ment building that will
transform the site of the
Metamorphosis conve-
nience store. The project
required variances be-
cause the proposed build-
ing would not meet the
lot’s zoning for minimum
number of parking spaces
and “open space” for resi-
dentsand was closer than
allowed by zoningtoaside
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boundary. Zozula said
the project deserved
variances because of the
lot’s unusual triangular
shape and its slope.

The board approved
the project unanimously,
pending the signing of
a formal agreement on
the two affordable units
and a design review by
the Boston Planning
Department.

-REPORTER STAFF

Adams Village ‘holiday stroll’ is this Saturday

By Cassiny MCNEELEY
REPORTER STAFF

Inspired by similar
eventsin Lower Millsand
other parts of Boston,
merchants and neigh-
bors in Adams Village
areorganizinga “holiday
stroll” for this Saturday
(Dec. 14) from 3to 7 p.m.
to celebrate the season
and the successes of the
business district.

A section of Minot
Street and Ross Road,
which leads from Minot
to Gallivan Blvd., will be
closed to traffic during
the event, which will
include visits with Santa
and the Grinch, carol-
ing, ornament-making,
cookie decorating, and
other seasonal events.
Many of the restaurants
and pubs in the area will
feature signature drinks
and specials.

“I see a lot of places
doing it and this is just a

fun place, and everyone
is so supportive of each
other,” said Lynn Mo-
nahan, owner of Fringe
Boutique, one of the or-
ganizers. “Adams Village
hasn’t donesomethingin
a while, and I thought it
would be fun.”

Nicole Flaherty of Bos-
ton X is also helping to
pull the stroll together.
“We’re trying to kind of
goout with abang here,”
she said. “There are lots
of new businesses this
year. Thisisour first year
of Boston X; it’s Scobies’
first year; and Chubbs
just opened. We're just
super excited the neigh-
borhood has exploded.
Wejust want to give back
to the community, show
that we appreciate them,
and hopefully they can
do a little small business
shopping at the same
time.”

Gifts from artisan ven-

dors will be featured
inside shops, some of
which will raffle off priz-
es. Flaherty will let out
for bid a full-face Botox
for one lucky customer.
Said John O’Toole,
owner and partner at
Olde Towne Real Estate,
who is helping to plan to

event: “Adams Village is
thriving right now. It’s
really great for somebody
like myself who has been
along for way too long.
It’s great to see the vi-
brancy of the businesses
and the new facesthat we
see in Adams Village.”
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Youth hockey teams from across Boston—
including Dorchester Youth Hockey (DYS)
- will hit the ice to compete for the title of
“Boston’s Best” at the 2024 Mayor’s Cup
Ice Hockey Tournament. Hosted by the
Boston Parks and Recreation Department
with support from the Boston Bruins
Foundation and P&G Gillette, it begins
this Friday (Dec. 13) with 136 games
scheduled at eight rinks throughout the
city — including Devine Rink and UMass
Boston in Dorchester. Nearly 1,300 youth
hockey players from seven programs will
participate in 16 divisions.

Returning to host games are some of the
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collegesinthearea, who previously hosted
games for the Mayor’s Cup, but hadn’t
done so since 2019. College rinks being
used include UMass Boston, Matthews
Arena at Northeastern University, and
Conte Forum at Boston College. For a full
game schedule, go to boston.gov/sports.
The city of Boston’s Public Health Com-
mission will host a “Community Listening
Session” about the closure of Carney
Hospital on Thurs., Dec. 12, at 5:30 p.m.
at the Sheet Metal Workers Union Hall,
1181 Adams St., Dorchester. Register at
boston.gov/carney.

Leland Faulkner will present “World

@ Educational Field Trips

E" Speaker Programs

@' Upcoming Local Events

of Wonder,” a shadow-theatre perfor-
mance at the JFK Library on Fri., Dec.
27, at 10:30 a.m. This multi-cultural the-
atrical “feast” using silhouettes made
only with his hands is called “sophis-
ticated and humorous.” See jfklibrary.
org/celebrate or call 617-514-1644.
The 26th annual Haitian Independence
Day Gala is Sat., Jan. 4, at 7 p.m. at IBEW
Local 103 in Dorchester. Join us for a
night of music and cultural pride as we
commemorate Haiti>s independence.
For tickets call (617) 417-8421. Proceeds
to support the Toussaint Louverture
Cultural Center (TLCC) of Massachusetts

Organ Concert & Singalong — First Parish
Dorchester will host an organ concert this
Saturday (Dec.14)at7p.m.featuring music
director Ana Sorina Popa performing sea-
sonal music on the historic Skinner organ
in the 1897 sanctuary. The program will
include works by J.S. Bach, A. Vivaldi, C.
Wesley, C. Balbastre, and traditional
holiday carols. A reception will follow the
concert. First Parish is located at 10 Parish
St, Meetinghouse Hill, Dorchester. Formore
information, contact 617-981-5201.

SEND IN EVENT NOTICES TO
NEWSEDITOR@DOTNEWS.COM
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Developer planning 25 condos for Granite Ave. parcel

By SETH DANIEL
NEews EpiTor

A Dorchester-based
developer unveiled plans
for a 5-story, 25-unit con-
do building on Granite
Avenue abutting Cedar
Grove Cemetery during
a virtual meeting orga-
nized by the Boston Plan-
ning Dept. on Monday
evening that drew about
50 participants.

The building, with
25 below-grade parking
spaces, would rise on
what is now an unoccu-
pied lot at 157 Granite
Ave. between the Shields
MRI commercial building
and a 40-unit apartment
building.

The proponent, Denis
Keohane, secured the lot
from the cemetery sever-
al years ago in a bid pro-
cess, but the pandemic
and extensive rock ledge
on the site have made it
a challenge to build on.

Keohane’s proposed
building features stone,
brick, and metal panels
for materials, with a
pitched roof at 55 feet.
The first floor would
contain parking, while
floors two to four would
be living space, and the
fifth floor attic living
space. Units would be
two-bedrooms (from 965
to 1,300 square feet) and
one-bedrooms (from 670
to 810 square feet).

Keohane said the ef-
fects of construction
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Developer Denis Keohane has proposed a five-story, 25 condo unit building t

the busy confluence of Hill Top Street and Granite Avenue.
Renderings courtesy of Spaulding and Tougias Architects

work on the site will be
minimized due to a new
process using alargedrill
bit and expanding liquid
that breaks up the rock.

“There willbe noblast-
ing, and the hammering
will be very minimal be-
cause we’ll just be able to
pull out thebrokenrock,”
he noted.

George Morancy, Keo-
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hane’s attorney, said that
city planning officials
have also requested that
Keohane seek a zon-
ing change for the lot
and the adjacent lots to
re-designate them as a
Multi-Family Residen-
tial (MRF) district. The
Shields MRI building
owner has agreed to the
change, but the existing

condo building owner-
ship next door has not,
Morancy said.
Participants on the call
were largely supportive
overall, and many said
the building looked very
nice. However, some
raised concerns about
parking and the build-
ing’s height and density,
and more information

was requested for how
the intersection at Hill
Top Street and Granite
Avenue would operate
with the entrance/exit
right at the light.

Lynn Woods, Eddie
Welch, and Jamie Joyce
ofthe abutting area were
wary of parking being on
the “outskirts” of Boston,
fearing overflow would
spill onto residential
streets.

“[The policies] force
people to not have a car,
but people still have
cars,” said Woods. “You
can’t look at this devel-
opment in this neigh-
borhood like every other
neighborhood in Bos-
ton.”

Morancy noted they
are at the “optimum”
for parking, and feared
if they added more, it
“might run afoul of the
city’s parking policies.”

Keohane said units
would be targeted to mil-
lennials (age 30-40) and
trends show many don’t
have cars while noting
that his developments
in Dorchester have many
empty parking spaces.
“We’re putting in 25
spaces and we probably
won’t fill half of them,”
he said.

Some neighbors were
skeptical.

“Thetheory that young
people do not have cars
with them is nonsense,”
said Sean Feeney. “In

We're always
thinking insurance.

EXCEPT DURING IMPORTANT GAMES.

WE KNOW LOCAL
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many homes in the area
that are converted to con-
dominiums, the high cost
of rent causes numerous
additional tenants who
bring with them their
vehicles. Look at the area
of Minot Street between
Adams and Branton.”

Woods, a police officer,
said they find young
residents do bring cars,
but they register them
in the suburbs with their
parents to save on insur-
ance costs.

Tom Cox was support-
iveof aproject onthesite,
but felt this specificbuild-
ingis too big. “It seems a
little much for this site,”
hesaid. “There’snoother
five-story building from
the exit all the way to
Adams Village.”

Morancy noted that
city planners are support-
ive of the height and size
of the building, saying,
“The plan didn’t get de-
veloped in a vacuum; we
did go through an agency
planning process.”

Questions remain on
the zoning change to
an MFR zone and what
that will mean for other
commercial buildings at
the corner, and concerns
about the functionality
of the stoplight need a
more thorough review
in upcoming meetings,
according to Planning
Department project man-
ager Zoe Schutte.
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INSURANCE
AGENCY

Your car. Your home. Your business. They're all in the area. Wouldn’t it be nice to work with an insurance company that is, too? We've been in
Dorchester since 1923. So at this point, we're not only insurance experts, we're local experts. Call us to get the policy that’s right (really right) for you.

Call 617 825-3900. Or visit Hlevenbaum.com
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Gourmet Kreyol plans sit-down restaurant for Codman Square
Eyes separate ‘fast-casual’ eatery at Blue Hill & Morton

By SETH DANIEL
NEews EpiTor

The owners of a popular Hai-
tian-American food truck operation are
looking to open a 49-seat restaurant
in Codman Square, hopefully with
a new liquor license and, separately,
a “fast-casual” location on Blue Hill
Avenue near Morton Street.

The expansion of the Gourmet Kreyol
catering business comes after several
years of bootstrapping on a food truck
and working out of Commonwealth
Kitchen, accordingto co-owner Natha-
lie LeCorps, who briefed members of the
Codman Square Neighborhood Council
(CSNC) about the plans on Dec. 4.

“There are alot of Caribbean restau-
rants in Dorchester, but the twist is we
would like to have areally nice sit-down
restaurant that is friendly to families
and aplaceto gather and cometogether
asacommunity instead of going outside
the community,” LeCorps said, adding:
“Gourmet Kreyol is very community
oriented.”

The restaurant would be located at
657 Washington St. and the owners are
hoping to get community support for
an all-alcohol liquor license available
through a new state law. The deadline
for the first round of the licenses was
last Friday (Dec. 6), with another round
likely happening in the late spring, ac-
cording to the Boston Licensing Board.

Gourmet Kreyol is the second eatery
to come to CSNC for approval of a sit-
down expansion and the addition of a
liquor license. Fresh Food Generation
on Talbot Avenue went the process
earlier this fall. The council has been
supportive of independent restaura-
teurs seeking to expand and add liquor
licenses and Codman Square has been
identified by city officials as an area
with a demand for more permits.

Gourmet Kreyol’s overall concept

Nathalie LeCorps, co-owner of Gour-
met Kreyol food truck and catering,
announced at the Codman Square
Neighborhood Council that she plans
to open a 49-seat full- service restau-
rant at 657 Washington St. and asked
the group to support her application
for one of the new all-alcohol restau-
rant liquor licenses. She aims to open
therestaurant and an office headquar-
ters there by April.
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Residents and members of the Codman Square Neighborhood Council gathered on Dec. 4 for their monthly meeting
and celebrated the holidays afterward.

was greeted with enthusiasm, as Le-
Corps said it would be something very
different and stressed there would be
excellent customer service and a mind
to grow the business outward.
CSNC President Cynthia
Loesch-Johnson said the news is
“very exciting” for the community,

You know what your
community needs to

thrive.

We want to hear it.

Tu sabes lo que tu
comunidad necesita
para prosperar.
Queremos escucharte.

The Boston Community Health Needs Assessment Survey informs
our public health planning. It also guides our work of making Boston a
healthier city for all. The survey is confidential, takes 7-10 minutes,
and is open to Boston residents age 14 and up.

When you finish the survey, you can enter a raffle to win local grocery
gift cards and other family-friendly prizes.

Ou konnen kisa
kominote w la bezwen
pou li pwospere.

Nou ta renmen tande li.

Join the conversation.

/, :
- \tl lj ; boston.gov/bphc-bostonchna.

M Codman Square
Health Center

Scan the QR Code to take the
survey or visit

CODMAN SQUARE HEALTH CENTER, 637 WASHINGTON ST., DORCHESTER, MA 02124 | (617) 822-8271| CODMAN.ORG

which, along with CSNC, has fought
against fast food establishments in
recent years, most famously Popeye’s
Louisiana Kitchen, by expressing a
preference for local, healthier options.

“You know how hard we as neighbors
have fought to bring sit-down restau-
rants to Codman Square so we can
experience what other neighborhoods
get to experience routinely,” she said.
“We had Fresh Food Generation here
and now we have Gourmet Kreyol here.
This is a really exciting time, and we
have worked hard for this.”

LeCorps, who was raised in Miami,
where her parents operated Gourmet
Kreyol restaurant for many years,
started her food truck and catering
businessin 2021. She brought the same
flavors and energy — and name — to her
adopted city.

She told The Reporter that they
hope to open the restaurant and office
headquarters by April and have already
begun renovating the space—which has
been vacant since the closing of Next
Step Soul Food Café.

There are also plans to open a take-
out, fast casual location at 1210 Blue
Hill Ave. in Mattapan at the former
Caribbean Flavors Restaurant in the
small shopping center across from
Morningstar Baptist Church on a sim-
ilar time frame.

LeCorps said Gourmet Kreyol is
attempting to bring Haitian food not
just to Haitians, but also to the masses,
usingtraditional recipes with their own
twist. They also are gluten-free and
are accommodating to food allergies.
They hope their blend of traditional
and modern will make their Codman
Square location just the starting point
for a significant expansion.

“We’re looking to be the Chipotle of
Haitian food,” she said. “We want to
franchise it and start in New England
and then take it down all the way.”

The CSNC will not meet in January
due to the regular meeting falling on
New Year’s Day. Members will convene
again on Feb. 5.

CODMAN SQ. NOTEBOOK
Schools in the crime log
Several incidents involving schools
and staff were noted in this month’s
crime report from area police.
* On Nov. 19 at 1:30 p.m., a vehicle
pulled up to Neighborhood House Char-

Seth Daniel photos

ter School at 197 Centre St. and began
questioning the staff in what they saw
as a suspicious manner. Staff notified
police, who reported that the car had
been stolen. The car fled the scene and
tried to make an escape up dead-end
Cheverus Road adjoining the St. Mark
Church property. Once cornered, two
men fled and after a brief chase, were
caught and found to have a loaded
firearm. Both were arrested.

* On Nov. 8 at 12:30 p.m., near 637
Washington St., ateacher and students
were walking and two men on a scooter
nearly ran them down, according to a
police account. Words were exchanged
onsite, and about an hour later the men
onthescooter returned and threatened
the teacher with a firearm. Officers got
a description and found the scooter on
Fuller Street, and after a short chase,
they arrested the men and took pos-
session of the firearm.

* On Nov. 27 just after 2 a.m., police
responded to Codman Academy at 622
Washington St. for a burglar alarm in
the school. During a sweep, police found
aman inside who had a warrant out for
hisarrest. He said he had been dropped
off at the wrong place. He was charged
with breaking and entering.

Winter Farmer’s Market

Market Manager Richard Scott
announced that the Codman Square
Winter Farmer’s Market will open on
Jan. 25 in the Great Hall from 11 a.m.
to 2 p.m. It will be open every Saturday
untilMarch 25. This year, the operators
say they have secured two farmers
every week in addition to the other
numerous vendors.

Holmes on Legislature audit

State Rep. Russell Holmes told the
CSNC that the process of the audit
of the Legislature that the voters ap-
proved last month will likely be decided
by the state’s highest court, and that
legislators are “going to wait for them”
to act. He said that while legislators
have allowed the will of the voters to
proceed, they aren’t convinced that
elected Auditor Diane DiZoglio is the
right person for the job.

“I can tell you we’re going to fight
like cats and dogs to keep separation
of powers and fight to make sure it’s
not this auditor,” he said. “I’'m a firm
believer that we need an honest broker
for this, and I’'m not convinced this
auditor is an honest broker.”
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Big hike in city-cost estimates for the White Stadium project

Lease agreement near, says Wu spokesperson

By SETH DANIEL
NEews EDpITOR

The city of Boston’s
share of the funding
needed to rebuild White
Stadium has risen sharp-
ly in the last few months,
according to new figures
revealed duringahearing
of the city’s Public Facil-
ities Commission (PFC)
last month.

The new cost figure
that will be assumed by
city taxpayers is $91 mil-
lion, up from an earlier
estimate of $50 million
that Mayor Wu and oth-
er leaders have pledged
to put toward demoli-
tion and reconstruction
work at the city-owned
stadium.

The additional funds
needed for the job would
come from Boston Unity
Partners (BUP), owners
of a women’s soccer
franchise that will use
and program the sta-
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dium for mucgh of the
year. The public-private
split in terms of cost has
been put forth as a 50-50
proposition.

City project manager
Brian Melia mentioned

the increase when a
commissioner from PFC
asked about total con-
struction costs at a Nowv.
20 meeting. This week,
a spokesperson for the
Mayor’s Office said that

despite costincreases, the
Wu administration plans
to move forward with
signing a lease with the
BUB, which will trigger
the start of demolition
work at the stadium.

Residents can apply for fuel aid grants with a

Residents of Bos-
ton, Brookline, and
Newton can apply for
fuel assistance grants
this season by calling
ABCD at 617-357-60.
Previous grant recipi-
ents have received re-
certification forms in the
mail, which they should
fill out and return.

For FY25, as much
as $1,050 can be pro-
vided in fuel assistance
for eligible households.
Last year, ABCD as-
sisted 21,521 house-
holds across Greater
Boston.

The program pays ben-
efits directly to vendors
that supply ahousehold’s

primary heat source. In
addition, ABCD helps
households with arrear-
ages work with the util-
ity companies to reduce
payments.

“ABCD is so grateful
to the US Department
of Health and Human
Services for making this
funding available for

SENIOR PROGRAM
8:30 AM TO 11:30 AM

617-740-2572

DotHouse

Dorchestar, MA

TEEN CENTER

SIGN UP TODAY

families and seniors who
are in need of oil deliver-
iesand other heating pay-
ments,” said ABCD Pres-
ident and CEO Sharon
Scott-Chandler. “Utility
companies have con-
firmed significant rate
increases for natural gas,
and oil and propane are

“Over the past 17
months, substantial
changes to the design of
the stadium, based on
community feedback,
and escalating costs of
construction have re-
fined our cost estimate,”
said the spokesperson.
“We are confident that
this project will benefit
thousands of BPS stu-
dent athletes, communi-
ty groups, and park users
for decades to come, and
we hope to sign aleasein
the coming days.”

Thecity noted that the
playing surface and track
will cost roughly $10 mil-
lion, the Boston Public
Schools amenities wing
and East Grandstand
renovation will be $70
million, and $10 million
will be for landscaping.
Boston Unity has not
publicly updated con-
struction cost estimates
for their half of the

both high at $3.50 a gal-
lon. Both are untenable
for most consumers, and
especially for residents
who are already strug-
gling to keep up with
mortgages, rent, food,
and other essentials.”
Benefits are awarded
based on household size

project.

Members ofthe Frank-
lin Park Defenders, a
grass-roots opposition
group that is suing the
city to block the stadium
project, say the escalat-
ing costs underline their
position.

“It’s outrageous that
the city wants to spend
$91 million in taxpay-
er money to build an
oversized professional
sports complex for the
benefit of a few million-
aire sports investors,”
said Renee Stacy Welsh,
an Egleston Square res-
ident. “This project was
already being jammed
down the throats of our
neighborhoods, and now
we’re being asked to pay
through the nose to sub-
sidize the new stadium’s
luxury boxes and beer
gardens.”

call to ABCD

and annual income. All
Massachusetts residents
can apply online at mass.
gov/heap. More informa-
tion, including a list of
Boston-area neighbor-
hood site locations and
phone numbers may be
found by visiting: bos-
tonabed.org/HEAPFY25.

KEEP WIPES
OUT OF PIPES

ONLY
Toilet Paper

NO
Wipes

“FLUSHABLE” WIPES
GAN CLOG YOUR PIPES

Wipes that claim to be “flushable” and “sewer safe” in fact
are not sewer friendly. Unlike toilet paper, wipes do not break
down as they travel through pipes and the public sewer system.
Wipes can cause backups in your home plumbing and can
cause sewer overflows in the street.

Don’t flush wipes- Place them in the trash after use!

@™ Boston Water and
Sewer Commission

980 Harrison Avenue

617-989-7000
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By Cassiny MCNEELEY
REPORTER STAFF

Football players are
used to acronyms like
QB, OT, and WR, but
last Tuesday night, New
England Patriots players
Demontrey Jacobs, Caleb
Jones, and Tyrese Rob-
inson had a new one to
work with: Al or artificial
intelligence.

On Dec. 3, the three
players and the team’s
assistant QB coach and
director of management,
Evan Rothstein, joined
up with NWN Carousel
and Intel to lead over 40
local youth through in-
teractive Al activities at
the Boys and Girls Club
of Dorchester.

“NWN Carousel came
tous with thisidea about
introducing kids to Al
in such a unique and
special way and it was a
no-brainer for us,” said
Josh Kraft, president of
the New England Patri-
ots Foundation.

Being a Boston-based
company, the collabo-
ration was obvious to
NWN, too. “We deliver
Al-powered technologies
that are helping to shape
the future of the Com-
monwealth,” said NWN
chief operating officer
Andrew Gilman. “We
believe that Al will play
a crucial role in empow-
ering communities and
kidsand that’s why we're
excited to partner with
Intel, The New England
Patriots, and the Boys
and Girls Club here to
bring you Boston’s first
Al Athletics Day.”

Hosting this event in
Dorchester was espe-
cially important to Gil-
man, who has deep roots
in the neighborhood.

“My grandparents are
from here, my father
grew up on Lawrence
Street just down the
street, and now I’'m liv-
ing here and raising my
two kids,” Gilman said.
“Here, we’re surround-
ed by incredible people,
innovative institutions,
and outstanding sports
teams. We're so excited to
bring many of these peo-
ple, organizations, and
technologies together for
today’s programming.”
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Patriot players, BGCD youth tackle AI drills at club program

Above, New England Patriots Guard Tyrese Robinson helped club kids navigate through physical and
virtual mazes at one of four interactive Al activities last Tuesday night.

Below, From left to right, Pat’s players Caleb Jones, Demontrey Jacobs, and Tyrese Robinson ended
the night posing for pictures and sharing autographs with over 40 local youth.Cassidy McNeeley photos

One of the people who
joined in on the fun at
last week’s event was
state Rep. Christopher
Worrell.

“This is a tremendous
opportunity for our youth
to explore the world of
Al through the lens of
sports and I’m especially
proud thatit’shappening
right here in the Fifth
Suffolk district, which
represents the largest
population of people of
color in the Common-
wealth,” said Worrell.

He added: “The event
is about more than just
introducing people to
technology;it’s about giv-

ingthemthetoolstoturn
their dreams into reality.
We’re providing young
people with not just
access to cutting-edge
technology but also an
opportunity to learn, to
grow, to thrive in the
industries of the future.
We’re teaching them how
to harness the power of
Al, towork within teams,
to problem solve, and to
use their creativity while
having fun. These skills
will serve them no matter
what path they choose to
make it in their future.”

Beginning at 4:30 p.m.
the youngsters were split
among four stations: Re-

lay race, Pixel Playoff,
GenAl Tales, and AIN-
avigation. At each one,
with the help of a Pats’
player or coach, the kids
learned new skills on Al
PCs donated to the club
by NWN Carousel.

At each activity, the
kids were presented with
challenges off and on the
screen. Gilman told The
Reporter the idea was to
“demystify the concept
of Al through motion
and sports and have an
adjacent curriculumthat
has hands-on keyboards
where they’re actually
learning.”

Theplayers werelearn-

ing, too.

“They’re kind of
teaching me,” said Pa-
triots guard Tyrese
Robinson. “When I was
in school, we didn’t have
Al It’s exciting to see
howmuch technology has
changed. It’s a good tool
to have outside of and
inside school,”

Robinson, who is from
McKinney, Texas, added,
“I grew up in the Boys
and Girls Club, so com-
ing back to help is a
great experience. I'm
enjoying my time here.
I’'m glad I’'m making the
kids happy but they’re
making me happy, too.”

Bridgestone donates new 15-passenger van to BGCD

By Cassipy MCNEELEY
REPORTER STAFF
Each year, the tire and
rubber giant Bridge-
stone gives 10 Boys &
Girls Clubs of America
the money to purchase
a brand-new passen-
ger van. This year the
Boys and Girls Club of
Dorchester was selected
for one of the grants and
on Nov. 21 the kids at
the club were surprised
to see a beautiful, new
16-seat van sittingin the
rain outside the club.
“This generous gift
by Bridgestone provides
members of Boys & Girls
Clubs of Dorchester
a significantly greater
opportunity to travel to
events and partner orga-

Shown above is the brand-new van gifted by Bridge-

stone to the BGCD as a part of the Driving Great

Futures initiative.

nizations for specialized
programming. The van
will also allow the club
to continue offering a
safe ride home during
the summer evenings,”
said BGCD president and
CEO Bob Scannell.

In 2015, Bridgestone
partnered with the Boys
& Girls Clubs of Ameri-
ca through the Driving
Great Futures program,
an initiative that pro-
vides children with safe
and reliable transpor-

tation. Over the last
decade, the company has
raised more $25 million
tohelpkidsand teens ac-
cess Boys & Girls Club’s
resources nationwide.

“We’re an automotive
company, we deal with
cars, but cars get you
from point A to point
B,” said Bridgestone
Area Manager, Patrick
Cassella. “Getting you
there safely is our main
initiative, so to be able to
provide a level of that to
alocal community at the
Boys & Girls Club speaks
volumes astowho we are
as a company and what
we stand for.”

He added: “It’s awe-
some to see how impact-
ful it truly is to the kids

and to the staff as well to
have that kind of peace
of mind and security that
they have anew van they
can trust to not break
down or be unsafe.”
The van will allow the
club to offer more field
trips to off-campus loca-
tions, between clubhous-
es, and back home when
needed. Specifically, it
will be significant for
families with no access
totransportation of their
own and allow those
members toenjoy the fun
of offsite activities, too.
Since its arrival, the
van has already been
put to good use. In the
last few weeks children
and teens have sat com-
fortably on their way
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While Robinson led the
kids through virtual and
physical mazes at the
Al Navigation station,
fellow teammate Caleb
Jones spent his after-
noon at the Relay Race.
Despite towering over
the kids, Jones who is 6
feet 9 inches and weighs
370 pounds, had no prob-
lem connecting with
the club members. “Iwas
once a Boys and Girls
Club kid in Indianapolis,
Indiana,” he said, “so to
come back and be able
to give back to the com-
munity means a lot to
me and it is everything I
stand for.”

The offensive tackle
added that if nothing
else, he hopes the kids
discovered that learning
can be fun and that he
and his teammates are
not all that different from
them. He noted that he
was once a kid sharing
the same experiences.

“Idistinctly remember
having Colts players from
way back in the day that
I was able to see, and it
was really an inspiration
to me,” said Jones about
his time as a club kid.
“Oneofthem donated his
shoes to me. I was a big
kid, wore size 17 shoes,
and couldn’t find them
anywhere. He hooked
me up.”

BGCDpresident& CEO
Bob Scannell expressed
his gratitude to all in-
volved, saying, “Thank
you for coming together
to support our kids. You
are here bringing cut-
ting-edge technology to
allof ourkids and leaving
us with some great equip-
ment and training, and
I know they’re going to
learn a lot.”

Added Kraft: “We
hope when the kids get
introduced to Alin school
or maybe down the line
at a job they’re like, ‘Oh,
yeah, I did this with pro-
fessional football play-
ers.””

As the night wrapped
up, the kids ate pizza,
posed for pictures with
the players, and took
home certificates de-
claring them official Al
Athletes.

to and from an Esports
competition and to an
arts program as a part
of the fashion design
workshop.

When the van arrived
at the BGCD last month
it was a dark and rainy
day, but the children ra-
diated excitement.

“I can’t count how
many kids piled in the
vanjust tositinitand get
the experience of what it
feelsinside,” said Cassel-
la. “They pile in there,
it’slike a clown car when
they file out because I
don’t even know how
they get that many kids
in the van. Of course, it
doesn’t goanywhere, it’s
just parked, but they’re
just so happy.”
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Reporter’s P o p I e
Cop v. firefighter cook-oft delights all at Florian Hall

¥

The second annual Get
LIT Thanksgiving Cook-
off took place on Now.
16 in Florian Hall and
pitted rival cooks from
Boston’s fire and police
departments whose of-
ferings were judged by
elected officials and com-
munity leaders.

The event was put on
by Witherspoon Institute
(WIN), led by Dorches-
ter’s Alda Witherspoon,
with partners like Har-
vard Street Health
Center, Whittier Street

December 12, 2024

Health Center, and Com-
monwealth Kitchen to
help draw attention to
reading, writing, and lit-
eracy. The organization
started in Boston but has
spread to other locations
around the country.
This year, the Boston
Police came away as the
winners of the contest
with the best turkey and
trimmings. A citywide
cupcake contest for teen-
age cooks was very com-
petitive, but Dorchester’s
St. Peter’s Teen Center

won the top prize of $500.

Councillor Julia Mejia
wasthe emcee along with
AttorneydJoeFeaster. The
judges included Council-
lors Erin Murphy, Henry
Santana, Enrique Pep-
en; Shirley Shillingford,
president of Caribbean
American Carnival Asso-
ciation of Boston; Charlie
Titus, Titus Foundation;
Dawn Duncan, Massa-
chusetts Center for Na-
tive American Awareness
Inc. Council President
Ruthzee Louijeune and

Dot mom’s suicide prevention

work hailed

Dorchester’s Troylene
Ali been recognized for
her efforts to combat
bullying and to prevent
suicides among austistic
kids and teens. She won
an award from Vinfen, a
non-profit in the Health
and Human Services
space at their recent
family celebration in
Norwood.

Vinfen’s Family Sup-
port Center first met Ali
and her son Tylee Gaston
as he faced struggles and
regular bullying. On
September 13, 2021, Ali
shared the tragic news
that Tylee had taken
his life. Deciding that

Troylene Ali

something good had to
come from Tylee’s pass-
ing, Ali and the director
of the Family Support

Center presented the
first of many informa-
tional sessions on ‘Sui-
cide Prevention in the
Autistic Population’ in
2023. During each pre-
sentation, the audience
responds to Ali’s raw
honesty and emotion.
Vinfen says she is chang-
ing, and saving, lives.
Since its inception, the
program hasbeen shared
at numerous gatherings
and, most recently, at
the statewide conference
for the Department of
Developmental Services
Autism Service Coordi-
nators.
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Nichole Sillice

Mattapan dancer lands role

in ‘Urban Nutcracker’

Mattapan’s Nichole
Sillice, 13, a student at
the Tony Williams School
of Dance who attends
the Edith Baker School
in Brookline, will be
featured in the ‘Urban
Nutcracker’ production
at the Shubert Theatre
beginning this Saturday
(Dec. 14) when she will
dance in the role of Sa-
mantha, Clarice’s sister,

in the holiday classic,
which will run from Dec.
14-22 in the Boch Center
at the Shubert.

This enchanting pro-
duction showcases win-
ter scenes set against
the backdrop of down-
town Boston, blending
the vibrant rhythms of
Duke Ellington with
Tchaikovsky’s timeless
compositions. Anchored

in classical ballet, this
year’s performances fea-
ture a diverse array of
dance styles—including
tap, hip-hop, breakdance,
flamenco, and jazz—
all accompanied by an
8-piece live ensemble of
talented local musicians.

Tickets are available
at the Boch Center Box
Office, or by calling 866-
348-9738.
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News about people
in and around our Neighborhoods

-

Boston Fire cooks were sad they lost this year, despite winning last year.
Vulcan President Alector Tavares; Boston Fireman and Vulcan member Dana
Robinson, WIN Founder Alda Witherspoon, and MAMLEOQO’s (Boston Police)

Janine Busby.

Councillor Julia Mejia announces the winner of the GET LIT Thanksgiving
Cook-Off - the Boston Police.

Councillor Ed Flynn
made guest appearances.

“With heartfelt grati-
tude for Boston’sunwav-
ering support, we stand
on the brink of trans-
formation as we bring
to life the 2nd annual

GET LIT Thanksgiving
Cook-Off and introduce
the innovative five-week
course, the W.I.N.K.
SMART GET LIT Finan-
cial Literacy Game,” said
Witherspoon. “Together
with the community, we

Photos courtesy WIN

empower minds, ignite
passions, and illuminate
futures. We are thankful
for the support that fuels
our mission to educate,
inspire, and uplift our
community.”

YESTERYEAR ARCHIVE

DORCHESTER HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Cedar Cottage

William Edward Coffin was born in
Gloucester, Mass.,in 1813. He married
Margaretta Cotton in Boston in 1840.
The following is taken from Memorial
Biographies of the New England His-
toric Genealogical Society: “William
Edward Coffin was a principal owner
of the Boston Machine Company, the
Pembroke Iron Works, and the Fran-
conia Iron Works. He became one of
the merchant princes of Boston.” The
map is from the 1884 Bromley Atlas
for Dorchester.

The couple and their children moved
toDorchesterin 1852. For atime, they
lived at the Tuttle House, a hotel that
was located in Savin Hill where the
Cristo Rey School is now. In the late
1850s, William and Margaretta built
Cedar Cottage in the Gothic Revival
style on the south side of Savin Hill
Avenue.

When the estate was subdivided
in the late 1890s, Cedar Cottage was
moved to its current location on Play-
stead Road; much of the architectural
detail has been removed.

Margaretta died in 1882, William
in 1894. On Sept. 16, 1894, the
Boston Herald printed a lengthy
obituary, which was reprinted in
The Boston Globe. Source: Me-
morial Biographies, Volume IX,

1890-1897. (Boston, 1908), 207-208.

The archive of these historical
posts can be viewed on the blog
at dorchesterhistoricalsociety.org.
The Society’s William Clapp H