
By Bill Forry
ExEcutivE Editor

Last October, the Boston 
City Council — at the behest 
of Councillor Erin Murphy— 
asked for full accounting of new 
permanent hires made under 
the first three years of the Wu 
administration. On Tuesday, 
the mayor’s team respond-
ed with a seven-page letter 
that breaks down the “new 
workforce headcount” — 301 
positions in total with an av-
erage salary of $84,781— and 
offers a cost-benefit analysis 
and more context about why 
they made select investments 
in personnel.

“We are proud of our City 
workforce who keep Boston 
running and deliver excellent 

municipal services each and 
every day and have worked 
diligently throughout our 
administration to support our 
workforce,” Wu wrote in the 
letter, which was delivered to 
city councillors on Tuesday, 
according to Wu’s aides.

The response to the council’s 
formal 17F request also comes 
the day after the mayor gave 
birth to her third child, a baby 
girl born on Monday afternoon. 
It also comes as Wu and her al-
lies have renewed a legislative 
push for tax relief for Boston 
residents and mounted a spir-
ited response to critics who 
suggest that the city should 
trim costs from the budget 
rather than make new hires.

By SEth daniEl
nEwS Editor

About 300 people attended 
an appreciation dinner hosted 
by the Vietnamese communi-
ty’s 1975 Memorial Project at 
the Saigon Seafood Restaurant 
in Fields Corner last Saturday 
evening. The event, which 
included performances and a 
speaking program, sought to 
mobilize support for a perma-
nent memorial installation 
dedicated to the Vietnamese 
diaspora at the committee’s 
preferred location – inside 
Town Field off Dorchester 
Avenue at Park Street.

The ambitious effort, expect-
ed to cost as much as $1 million, 
is led by artist and community 
organizer Ngoc-Tran Vu. The 
purpose of the effort is to create 
a “sanctuary space” to remem-
ber the Vietnamese who died 
in the war, and to acknowledge 
those who arrived here because 
of the war and are still healing 
from those wounds.

The city’s Parks Department 
has pushed back on siting a 
permanent memorial inside 
the park, prompting the 1975 
project members to launch a 
petition drive in support of 
their proposal.

“Decision-makers are not 
going to take it lightly when 
they see widespread support,” 
said Theresa Tran, a member 
of the 1975 project team. “The 
petition is a demonstration of 
our collaboration, our voice, 
and advocacy for meaningful 
change. The petition will show 
city and state policy makers 

“Yesterday at 2 p.m., Mayor 
Wu and her husband Conor 
welcomed Baby Mira Wu 
Pewarski –arriving at 8 lbs, 
4 oz and 20 inches –to their 
family and to Boston,” a city 
spokesperson said in a state-
ment on Tuesday. “Mom and 
baby are in good health, and 
the mayor is in touch with her 
senior staff. [She] wishes to 
express her deepest gratitude 
to the nurses, doctors, and 
healthcare staff who made 
this possible for her family 
and who work every day to 
support so many families 
across the city.”

Wu, the first woman to be 

elected to a full term as mayor 
of Boston, is now the first 
person to give birth to a child 

while serving as mayor. Baby 
Mira has two older siblings, 
Blaise and Cass.

By SEth daniEl
nEwS Editor

N e w t o n - b a s e d 
Wingate Companies, 
through an affiliate, has 
acquired the historic 
Baker Chocolate Facto-
ry apartment complex 
in Lower Mills for $41 
million. The purchase, 
brokered by the realtor 
CBRE for the seller, Ma-
kor Capital LLC, took 
place in late December. 

A Freddie Mac loan 
on the property, which 
was last sold in 2017 
for $35.2 million, was 
assumed by Wingate 
with the support of New-
mark’s Capital Markets 
platform.

The 133-unit apart-
ment building complex 
sits on the Dorchester 
side of the Neponset 
River at the corner of 
Dorchester Avenue and 

Adams Street. 
Elizabeth Schuster, 

senior vice president 
for Wingate Companies, 
said the new owners will 
likely do some sprucing 
up of the building, but 
will not make any sig-
nificant changes to the 
rental program.

“Something  th is 
unique, it sets it apart,” 
Schuster said. “People 
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Wu tells councillors
that jobs she has added 
boosted basic services 
and public safety needs
In letter, she cites 301 new full-
time positions in first three years

Mayor renews tax relief
effort as steeper bills hit
home for city residents

Vietnamese community mobilizes
push for Town Field memorial site

Baker Chocolate apartments sold for $41m

The Baker Chocolate Factory apartment building 
was sold to Wingate Companies last month for $41 
million. The building is located on the Neponset 
River in Lower Mills.  Photo courtesy CBRE

Project team members Theresa Tran and Ngoc-Tran Vu spoke 
at the dinner on Saturday about the importance of building 
a strong and united group inside and outside the Vietnamese 
community to support the installation at Town Field.

Exciting the crowd via the 
microphone was singer Trieu 
Vu, who brought the energy 
up in the room.

Popular vocalist Ngọc Diễm 
performed several numbers 
Saturday night in Vietnamese 
to liven up the crowds during 
dinner.   Seth Daniel photos(Continued on page 15)

Boston welcomes First Baby Mira

Mira Wu Pewarski Family photo

By chriS lovEtt
rEportEr corrESpondEnt

As Boston’s property tax 
burden falls more heavily on 
residential owners, city offi-
cials are scrambling to provide 
some relief, but with little sign 
of help from a quick turn-
around in commercial values 
or growth.

According to a report issued 
this month by the Boston 
Municipal Research Bureau, 
business property valuations 
in the current fiscal year de-
creased overall by 1.7 percent, 
while valuations for residen-
tial property increased by 4.6 
percent. As a result, the res-
idential share of the tax levy 
increased to 55.9 percent, with 
the share for business property 
decreasing to 44.1 percent. In 
the previous year, the business 
share was 58. 3 percent, with 
residential at 41.7 percent. 
“FY25 marks the highest share 
of the levy paid by residential 
property and the lowest paid 

by business property in at 
least four decades,” the Bu-
reau reported. Its conclusion: 
“The decline in business new 
growth is of concern given 
Boston’s heavy reliance on it 
to fuel overall budget growth.” 
On Monday, Mayor Wu an-
nounced a new attempt to get 
relief for residential owners 
through a home rule petition 
that would require approval 
at the State House. Allowing 
temporary readjustment of 
tax rates for different property 
classes, the measure is similar 
to the revised “compromise” 
legislation that failed to get 
approval in December from 
the senate, with key opposi-
tion from Sen. Nick Collins 
(D-South Boston/Dorchester). 
Business groups also backed 
off from supporting the com-
promise when final figures for 
property valuations showed 
the increase in the burden 
for homeowners would be less 
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Search on for man said to have
stabbed Dot Ave. store clerk   

Boston Police are looking for a suspect who stabbed 
a clerk in the stomach outside O’Brien’s Market and 
Deli at 1660 Dorchester Ave. around 8:45 p.m. last 
Thursday (Jan. 9). According to a BPD report, the 
assailant was attempting to steal lighters from the 
counter of the store when the clerk intervened and 
“proceeded to chase the suspect outside,” where the 
suspect stabbed the employee, who managed to get 
back inside before collapsing.

The suspect is described as a Black male, wearing 
a black jacket with a gray hood, black pants, brown 
boots, and a black winter hat with a tag on the top.  
He was last seen on camera in nearby Fields Corner 
near Park Street.

Police posted photos showing the suspect inside 
the store before the attack.

Not long after, an alarm began sounding at Boston 
Eyeworks, 1676 Dorchester Ave. when somebody 
threw a rock through one of its front windows. 
Anybody with information can call detectives at 617-
343-4335 or contact the anonymous tip line by calling 
800-494-TIPS or by texting TIP to CRIME (27463).

•••
A pedestrian was killed on Sunday morning (Jan. 

12) after he was hit by a vehicle that then plowed 
into Small Victories, a bar and restaurant at 600 
Dorchester Ave. in Andrew Square. Police responded 
to the emergency at 9:30 a.m. The driver and pas-
senger of the vehicle were transported to a Boston 
hospital and listed in critical condition. Police said 
the victim was an adult male, but his name has not 
been released. Boston Police said on Tuesday that 
the incident remains under investigation. Small Vic-
tories closed after the incident, but plans to re-open 
on Wednesday evening, according to a statement 
released by its managers on social media.

•••
A woman who was arrested during a warrant raid at 

a Dorchester apartment last 
week has been charged with 
stealing credit cards from 
employee lockers in Mass 
General Hospital and run-
ning up fraudulent charges 
at local stores, according to 
the District Attorney’s office. 
Josephine Simard, 45, who 
has a long record of similar 
offenses, was ordered held on $5,000 bail and to 

Police, Courts & Fire

Boston Children’s Chorus’s 22nd annual 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. tribute concert is 
set for next Monday (Jan. 20) at 4 p.m. at 
Boston’s Symphony Hall. “Road to Freedom” 
is a powerful and inspiring evening that 
explores the intersection of civil rights icons 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and Malcolm X. 
The program, aligned with BCC’s seasonal 
theme “People, Get Ready,” will challenge, 
inspire, and empower attendees through 
captivating performances by BCC’s talent-
ed singers, culminating in a special guest 
appearance by Broadway actress and sing-
er-songwriter Anastasia Talley. The concert 
will be live streamed on BCC’s Facebook 
page and at live.bostonchildrenschorus.org.
Embrace Boston invites the community to 
its Friends and Family Sneaker Affair, an 
evening celebrating the second anniversary 
of the unveiling of “The Embrace” monu-
ment on Boston Common, this Saturday 

(Jan. 18) at 6:30 p.m. at Big Night Live next 
to the TD Garden. Guests are encouraged 
to express their individuality by pairing 
their finest formal attire—think tuxedos, 
gowns, and sparkles—with their flyest pair 
of sneakers for a night of elegance, self-ex-
pression, and fun. The event will feature 
delicious food, cocktails, live performances, 
and special moments, in addition to other 
surprises. See embraceboston.org for more 
information and tickets.
Author Danielle Legros Georges discusses 
her upcoming book, “Three Leaves, Three 
Roots: Poems on the Haiti-Congo Story,” 
a collection of creative reconstructions of 
the Haiti-Congo experience at the Mattapan 
branch of the Boston Public Library this 
Saturday (Jan. 18) at 2:30 p.m. 
Learn about the risks, warning symptoms, 
and preventative screenings of colon 
cancer during a presentation at the Grove 

Hall BPL, 41 Geneva Ave., Dorchester, on 
Thurs., Jan. 23, at 4:30 p.m. Attendees will 
receive free at-home fecal immunochemical 
tests that can detect early colon cancer 
symptoms, as well as a brochure containing 
local healthcare resources for low-income/
uninsured populations.
Join a discussion of the book “Chain of 
Change: Struggles for Black Community 
Development” by the late Mel King this 
Saturday (Jan. 18) from 12 to 3 p.m. at the 
Roxbury branch of the BPL, 149 Dudley 
St., Roxbury. This program is part of the 
initiative of the Mel King Institute that 
is encouraging book clubs across the 
state to discuss “Chain of Change” as a 
powerful strategy to learn and integrate the 
concepts, strategies, and observations King 
presents in this book while simultaneously 
building community.
The John F. Kennedy Library forum “The 

Highest Calling: Conversations on the 
American Presidency” features author 
David M. Rubenstein to discuss his latest 
book on Mon., Jan. 27, at 6:30 p.m. RSVP 
at jfklibrary.org.
Muqeeda Salaam and Frederick Wil-
liams will lead a discussion about the 
impact of Frederick Douglass on the history 
of the United States in a lecture intended 
for teens and adults ages 13 and up at the 
Grove Hall BPL branch on Tues., Jan. 28, at 
3:30 pm.. Food will be provided and a free 
book giveaway to five lecture attendees. 
Join the Mattapan Branch of the BPL and 
Bro. Joel Mackall for a Saturday Series pre-
sentation on the “Hidden History of Black 
Boston” on Sat., March 1, from 2 to 4 p.m., 
at 1350 Blue Hill Ave., Mattapan. 

SEND IN EVENT NOTICES TO 
NEWSEDITOR@DOTNEWS.COM

UPCOMING CIVIC MEETINGS AND COMMUNITY EVENTS

Boys & Girls Club News  .......... 19  

Opinion/Editorial/Letters .......... 10

Obituaries .................................. 22

Business Directory ................... 16

Dorchester Reporter 
(USPS 009-687) 

Published Weekly Periodical postage 
paid at Boston, MA. 
POSTMASTER: Send address changes 
to: 150 Mt. Vernon St., Suite 560, Dorches-
ter, MA 02125
Mail subscription rates $60 per year, 
payable in advance. Make checks and 
money orders payable to The Dorchester 
Reporter and mail to: 150 Mt. Vernon St., 
Suite 560, Dorchester, MA 02125

New s Room : (617) 436-1222 
AdveRtis iN g: (617) 436-1222 
FAx Ph oN e: (617) 825-5516

su b scRiP tioN s: (617) 436-1222

Days Remaining Until
 ML King, Jr. Day ..................4

 Groundhog Day .................16

 Valentine’s Day ..................27

 Presidents’ Day .................30

 Daylight Saving Timeq ......45

   St. Patrick’s Day...............60    

 Dot Quadricentennial ........ 2607

January 16, 2025

Police link a near-fatal stabbing
in Mattapan to after-hours party

Boston Police continue 
to investigate a stabbing 
incident in Mattapan 
Square around 4 a.m. on 
Jan. 4 in the wake of a re-
port suggesting that the 
assault stemmed from 
an after-hours gathering 
inside a commercial prop-
erty next to a parking lot 
where a man was found 
with multiple wounds to 
his neck and head.

A BPD report on the 
incident obtained by The 
Reporter laid out the 
following account: 

Officers called to the 
scene on Cummins High-
way found a crowd of 
people exiting an alley 
shared by the commercial 
building and a super-
market. The victim was 
lying on the sidewalk 
surrounded by bystand-
ers applying pressure to a 
neck wound. The officers 
provided aid until an 
ambulance arrived and 
EMTs transported him 
to a Boston hospital. 
There has been no recent 
update on the man’s 
condition.

Officers then followed a 
trail of blood to the back 
door of 1651 Blue Hill 

Ave., which was locked, 
but a second nearby door 
was open, and officers 
entered the premises, 
where they interviewed 
a man with blood on his 
clothing and on a flash-
light as well who told 
them that “a realtor had 
given the keys to a party 
promoter and allowed 
him to throw parties in 
the basement.”

Officers told the man to 
unlock the door to 1651 
Blue Hill Ave. While a 
search inside found no 
one inside that space, 

officers noted that the 
bloody trail continued 
from the back door and 
into the basement. The 
scene was frozen for fur-
ther investigation.

The Reporter contact-
ed Inspectional Services 
Department (ISD) last 
week, which has a special 
task force focused on 
after-hours party activ-
ity, but has received no 
response to date. 

Last September, a few 
blocks away, police bust-
ed up an illegal nightclub 
in the basement of a home 

at 24 Rexford Rd, where 
they found more than 50 
people inside with all the 
outside doors padlocked. 
Inside was a fully stocked 
bar, multiple hookahs, 
and a DJ booth. Two 
men were arrested for 
illegal firearms during 
the encounter.

In an unrelated Matta-
pan incident on Monday 
morning this week, two 
men were found stabbed 
outside Macumba Latina 
at 477 River St. near the 
Square, shortly after 2 
a.m. Universal Hub re-
ported that the homicide 
unit was called to the 
scene due to the severity 
of one of the victim’s inju-
ries; however, no deaths 
have been reported. 

The club was the scene 
of a stabbing last August 
that left one person with 
non-life-threatening in-
juries. Two men were 
arrested and charged in 
that incident. The busi-
ness was also the subject 
of a license review follow-
ing a 2023 shooting that 
left two people injured.

–SETH DANIEL

stay away from MGH by Judge Paul Treseler at her 
arraignment in a Boston courtroom last Wednesday.

According to DA Kevin Hayden, the locker room 
thefts and subsequent fraud took place last Septem-
ber. Surveillance footage showed the suspect— who 
prosecutors say was Simard— entering the locker 
room. “Investigators recognized Simard from numer-
ous prior incidents at MGH,” Hayden’s office said. 
“Simard attempted over $1,000 in purchases from 
various stores including Target, CVS, and 7-Eleven 
and made approximately $479 in purchases between 
the four stolen cards.” The victim in the case was 
alerted to the charges and shut down activity on 
her cards before more fraudulent purchases could 
be made.

Simard, who was wanted on outstanding warrants 
and had been listed on the BPD’s “most wanted” 
list, was arrested on Jan. 6 when BPD officers found 
her hiding in an Ashmont Street apartment as they 
arrested a man for an unrelated firearm arrest. 

The parking lot at the rear of 1651 Blue Hill Ave., 
where a man was found suffering from dangerous 
stab wounds on Jan. 6.  Google image
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By SEth daniEl
nEwS Editor

Proponents of an 
adult-use cannabis dis-
pensary in Fields Corner 
took up their cause for 
opening in a now-va-
cant Dorchester Avenue 
storefront during the 
Jan. 7 meeting of the 
Fields Corner Civic As-
sociation (FCCA). 

Drudys Ledbetter 
and Leslie Pascual, who 
plan to operate the Zeb 
Boutique shop at 1524-
1530 Dorchester Ave., 
presented renderings 
of their proposed busi-
ness, which would occu-
py space that formerly 
housed a Radio Shack 
store and, many years 
before, a movie theatre at 
the corner of Park Street.

Ledbetter and Pascual 
are Boston natives with 
roots in Dorchester and 
Mattapan who initially 
sought to open their 
cannabis dispensary in 
Mattapan, but last year 
entered into negotiations 
to lease the vacant Fields 
Corner space instead. 

Their proposal, which 
will need approvals from 
the Boston Cannabis 
Board and the city’s 
Zoning Board of Appeal, 
has supporters and de-
tractors. The executive 
director of the Fields 
Corner Main Streets 
organization, Jackey 
West Devine, spoke in 
favor of the dispensary, 
noting that there are 
no other dispensaries 
in the business district 

and none within the 
half-mile buffer zone. 
She said Ledbetter and 
Pascual were the kind 
of operators that would 
be friends to the com-
munity.

“I understand this is 
something proposed that 
some people don’t want,” 
said West Devine. “But I 
would urge everyone to 
consider who you would 
want to put in that posi-
tion as opposed to wheth-
er you want that position 
to exist at all. …I think 
Drudys and Leslie show 
entrepreneurial charac-
ter and they are really 
committed to this.”

Opposition to the store 
is being generated in 

part by members of 
Park Street’s Luc Hoa 
Buddhist Temple.

Phuong Nguyen, sec-
retary for the temple, 
said they already have 
existing problems at their 
public space along Park 
Street.

“I have seen people 
coming into that space 
and start smoking weed 
in a place that is for 
peace,” she said. “I ask 
them to leave, and they 
give me a hard time. 
Sometimes the police 
have to come and help me 
remove these people…A 
lot of times the older peo-
ple coming to the temple 
see these people and they 
just turn around and go 

home. They won’t come 
in and that shouldn’t 
happen.”

K h a n g  N g u y e n , 
vice-president of the 
Vietnamese American 
Community of Massachu-
setts, submitted a letter 
to FCCA opposing the 
cannabis use and spoke 
briefly. 

“The Vietnamese com-
munity, they don’t want 
that in that location,” 
he said. “It’s not a good 
location next to the li-
brary and park. People 
buy things and then go to 
the park to consume, and 
the kids are there. Please 
don’t do this.”

Ledbetter answered 
that fears about people 

buying products and 
using them outside the 
store aren’t well-founded. 
Dispensaries, she noted, 
are heavily regulated and 
require security staff on 
premises and cameras on 
the perimeter. They are 
audited for security and 
heavily regulated for any 
problems such as loiter-
ing, unlike a liquor store. 

“I will respectfully say 
people going to dispen-
saries in Boston, these 
dispensaries are not con-
ducive to all audiences,” 
she said. “You might be 
able to go to a liquor store 
and buy a ‘nip’ for $3, but 
there is nothing for $3 
in a dispensary…There 
are three dispensaries 
in Boston directly across 
from libraries and com-
munity centers with zero 
evidence of diversions…
It sounds like there is an 
existing loitering prob-
lem we could support in 
resolving.”

At the end of the meet-
ing, Ledbetter added: 
“This is the first of many 
conversations. A good 
community partner con-
tinues to have conversa-
tions especially when it’s 
a high-profile business 
like cannabis. I think the 
conversation needs to 
continue…A lot of can-
nabis businesses aren’t 
local, but we are one that 
is, so we are committed 
to continuing to have 
conversations with the 
community.”

FCCA Treasurer Hiep 
Chu noted that he has 

general concerns about 
the current state of Fields 
Corner – the loitering, 
vandalism, and theft.

“It’s just a lot of inci-
dents and we have seen 
an increase in Fields 
Corner at the T and by 
the school; people sleep 
where they can,” he said. 
“It doesn’t mean I’m op-
posed to the business, but 
more conversation needs 
to be had.”

Alan Issokson, the 
landlord of the proposed 
dispensary site, said ex-
isting problems could be 
dealt with alongside the 
dispensary.

“A lot of what we’re 
hearing is about exist-
ing conditions in the 
neighborhood that have 
nothing to do with this 
business,” he said. “The 
evidence is that these 
issues go down because 
of the heightened level 
of scrutiny and security.”

Ledbetter and Pascual, 
in their previous endeav-
ors on Blue Hill Avenue 
and in Mattapan Square, 
said they were success-
ful in negotiating with 
faith leaders who have 
concerns about canna-
bis. They said they were 
committed to doing that 
in Fields Corner as well.

FCCA leaders noted 
that there has been an 
influx of members since 
the proposal was brought 
forward, with most of the 
new members coming 
from the temple, and said 
that could affect any fu-
ture votes on the matter.

UPHAM’S COMMUNITY CARE

Our pharmacy is new and improved
to better serve you. We are proud to
provide the Dorchester community
with personalized, quality care. 

UPHAMS.ORG
617-265-1310

Health is just around the corner! 

415 Columbia Rd, 02125

Cannabis store makes case to Fields Corner civic group

A rendering shows the interior of the proposed Zeb Boutique in Fields Corner, 
which pays homage to the old Park Theatre that once occupied the space. 
Features include a  replica ticket booth that would function as a security 
station and a chandelier from the theatre that will be restored and placed in 
the foyer.  Image courtesy Zeb Boutique
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SJC upholds MBTA housing law in Milton case
By chriS liSinSki

StatE houSE nEwS SErvicE
The controversial MBTA Commu-

nities Act is a constitutional law that 
the attorney general can enforce with 
legal action, but the measure remains 
“ineffective” until the Healey admin-
istration takes another pass at crafting 
regulations, the state’s highest court 
ruled last week.

In a 23-page decision rife with im-
plications for state efforts to influence 
housing affordability by facilitating 
more housing production, the Supreme 
Judicial Court ruled the 2021 zoning 
reform law does not run afoul of the 
state Constitution and that Attorney 
General Andrea Campbell is allowed to 
sue cities and towns that fail to comply.

However, the court found that 

the Executive Office of Housing and 
Livable Communities did not follow 
state law when promulgating relevant 
guidelines, rendering them “presently 
unenforceable.”

Gov. Healey and her deputies praised 
the decision upholding the law, and said 
they would move to craft new emergen-
cy regulations by the end of the week to 
plug the gap opened up by the ruling.

Campbell, who sought to enforce the 
law against Milton and also defended 
its constitutionality in court, called 
the decision “a resounding victory for 
the Commonwealth and a major step 
forward in our work to address the 
unacceptably high cost of housing for 
our residents.”

Kevin Martin, an attorney who repre-
sented Milton in the legal proceedings, 

said town officials are “very pleased the 
Court recognized the critical impor-
tance” of mandatory regulatory steps.

“In that respect today’s decision was a 
victory not only for Milton but also the 
rule of law,” Martin said in a statement. 
“We hope that in issuing new guidelines, 
the Executive Office takes account of 
the many serious substantive concerns 
raised not only by Milton, but also by 
other affected communities.”

The ruling sets a major precedent 
affecting close to half of the state’s 
cities and towns, and it drew support 
from organizations representing ten-
ants, real estate industry leaders and 
more. Groups that issued statements of 
praise included Associated Industries of 
Massachusetts, the Metropolitan Area 
Planning Council, the Greater Boston 

Real Estate Board and Homes for All 
Massachusetts.

Most cities and towns subject to the 
MBTA Communities Act have already 
complied with the mandatory zoning 
changes. Opponents view the law as 
unnecessarily heavy-handed, voicing 
fears that allowing more multifamily 
housing by right will impact neighbor-
hood character.

More than two dozen cities and 
towns that have hesitated to enact the 
required zoning changes or outright 
resisted the mandate will now need to 
come into compliance, but the timeline 
is unclear.

Sam Drysdale, Sam Doran and Colin 
A. Young contributed to this report.

The federal Department of Transpor-
tation announced several large grants 
to Massachusetts for transportation 
and transit projects last week, including 
a $2 million award for planning and de-
sign work at JFK-UMass MBTA station.

The MBTA’s petition for a $99.9 
million federal matching grant to re-
construct the station, formerly known 
as Columbia, was not funded.

The agency submitted an application 
for the larger sum last fall as part of the 
federal “Reconnecting Communities 
program,” which made $607 million 

available nationally.
MBTA officials say they will continue 

planning efforts for the station and 
apply again in the next round for con-
struction funds. The program, MBTA 
officials noted, is extremely competitive 
and in a previous round in 2023 had 
682 applicants.

The T has also sought federal funds 
for the replacement of part of the Savin 
Hill bridge, but there have been no 
awards announced yet for that round 
of funding. 

The state will also receive $2 million 

in federal grant dollars for a project 
in Mattapan that will “reconnect two 
parts of the neighborhood that have 

been separated for years.” More details 
will be available in the coming weeks, 
state officials said.

MBTA gets $2M federal grant for JFK-UMass station redesign

Harvard Street Neighborhood Health 
Center has been selected as one of 
three Massachusetts community health 
centers to receive an Expanded Hours 
grant from the US Health Resources 
and Services Administration (HRSA). 
The $1 million two-year grant will 
provide $500,000 per year for staffing 
and support to increase access and 
alleviate barriers by expanding the 
health center’s operating hours to meet 
community needs.

In recent years, Harvard Street has 

seen a growing need for services in the 
low-income neighborhoods it serves, 
due in part to an influx of new immi-
grant families along with the positive 
fact that many are now fully re-engaged 
in their healthcare following the pan-
demic. The addition of evening and 
weekend hours for services — including 
Primary Care, Pediatrics, Nutrition, 
Behavioral Health and Dental — will 
enable the health center to serve 
more patients with greater efficiency 
and flexibility. Telemedicine options 

and Pharmacy services will also be 
available.

“Navigating the healthcare system 
can be challenging for anyone. But 
for those who face language or cul-
tural barriers, or who struggle with 
transportation challenges or childcare 
needs, accessing healthcare can become 
a hardship,” said Harvard Street CEO 
Charley Murphy. 

“The HRSA Expanded Hours grant 
will truly help us overcome these 
barriers for those we serve. It will 

increase our capacity overall, while 
making it easier for patients to schedule 
appointments at times that work for 
their lives.”

With some 600 applicants nationally, 
Harvard Street was one of 126 HRSA 
awards totaling $60 million for FY2025.  
Other Massachusetts awardees include 
HealthFirst Family Care of Fall River 
and Caring Health Center of Spring-
field.

–REPORTER STAFF

A worker is shown making repairs to a walkway at the JFK-UMass MBTA 
station in 2023.  Reporter file photo

$1m US grant will allow Harvard Street Neighborhood Health
to schedule selective ‘expanded hours’ at its Blue Hill Ave. facility
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SICKLE CELL  
CRISIS AVERTER

& 
 COMPASSIONATE  
 EXPERT

As the largest and most innovative SCD 
center in New England, BMC is changing 
what it means to live with SCD.

MEET DR. THOMASSON, 
CHIEF AND VICE CHAIR FOR 
LABORATORY MEDICINE
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 632 Blue Hill Ave 
Dorchester, MA 02121

(617) 825-3400
www.harvardstreet.org

Your Harvard 
Street family  

wishes you  
a healthy  

and happy  
New Year

Keolis is an equal opportunity employer and all qualified 
applicants will receive consideration for employment 
regardless of their race, color, sex, religion, age, creed, 
marital status, national origin, ancestry, disability status, 
protected veteran status, sexual orientation, gender 
identification or any other characteristic protected by law. To learn more, visit www.keoliscs.com

“The time is 
always right to 
do what is right.”

We’re doing our part to ensure Dr. King’s 
contributions and sacrifice are not forgotten.

- Martin Luther King, Jr.

By SEth daniEl
nEwS Editor

In the ongoing fallout 
from the Carney Hospital 
closure, and with a rush 
of new patients looking 
for health providers, Dot 
House Health finances 
are being squeezed. One 
casualty in the near term 
is the center’s swimming 
pool, which is slated 
to close this Saturday 
(Jan. 18).

Michelle Nadow, the 
CEO of Dot House 
Health, appeared at the 
Jan. 7 meeting of the 
Fields Corner Civic As-
sociation to discuss the 
closure and the center’s 
plans moving forward.

“We are closing the 
pool with a heavy heart 
and know how much the 
pool means to so many 
people,” she said. “I wish 
I could point to some 
bad actor or someone 
to blame but there are 
none and so many have 
tried to help us keep it 
open. It runs at a loss of 
about $170,000 a year 
and there are $700,000 
in repairs that have 
been needed for years…
It costs $40,000 a year 
just to heat it.”

Nadow said they have 
looked for funding, 
grants, and partners, but 
can find no solution oth-
er than to close the pool, 
which hosts programs 
for young and old, in-
cluding the popular baby 

swim, senior swims, and 
the Dot House Sharks 
swim team.

One element forcing 
the decision was last 
fall’s abrupt closure of 
the Carney Hospital, 
which has brought in a 
surge patients seeking 
healthcare services.  “We 
provided care for 24,000 
people in the community 
last year, the largest 
numbers we have ever 
provided for,” said Na-
dow.

“We have been getting 
lower healthcare reim-
bursements for years,” 
she continued. “It’s 
hard for us to cover the 
non-reimbursable things 
we offer like the pool in 
this climate…I think 
we have to make some 
difficult choices at this 
time with very limited 
resources being that our 
reimbursements for ser-
vices we provide are not 
going to cover the cost of 
care…Dot House cannot 
sustain six figure losses 
annually for the pool.”

Nadow said her team 
has a meeting with the 
city coming up to dis-
cuss how the pool could 
operate outside of their 
funding and operations. 
“We’d have to find a part-
ner we can work with on 
this,” she said.

Peggy Flynn, a fre-
quent user of the pool, 
said that many of the 
seniors in the neighbor-

hood from all walks of life 
use the pool, and noted 
that it is very popular 
in the Vietnamese and 
senior communities. 

“The decision went out 
on email in December 
only to some people and 
I saw it from a friend,” 
she said. “It went out in 
Vietnamese and Spanish 

only last week…We have 
a petition with more 
than 100 signatures 
that calls for you not to 
close the pool so we can 
find resources to fund 
the pool.” Flynn said 
the seniors would like 
to have a public meeting 
on Thursday of this week 
before the pool closes. 

Nadow said she ap-
preciated the frustra-
tion because the pool 
is important – her own 
children learned to swim 
there, she noted . She 
said she would gladly 
have a public meeting, 
but the closure on Sat-
urday must go forward. 
That said, it doesn’t pre-

vent a partner or other 
operator from coming 
in sometime soon to re-
open it.

“We’re not going to 
drain it and we’re not 
going to fill it in,” she 
said. “We have no plans 
for it.”

Dot House pool closing comes amidst a surge in new patients
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Two graduate stu-
dents from Dorchester 
and one from Mattapan 
were granted their mas-
ter’s degrees by Fitch-
burg State University at 
its 128th Winter Com-
mencement exercises late 
last month. 

Steven A. Menichetti, 
of Dorchester, earned 
a master’s in Business 
Administration; Siobhan 
Marie Murtagh, also of 
Dorchester, took away 

a master’s in Educa-
tion (Curriculum and 
Teaching); and Sandra 
J. Bristow-Williams, of 
Mattapan, was awarded 
a master’s in Education 
(Leadership/Manage-
ment).

The ceremony was 
the first for the school’s 
12th – and first woman 
– president, Dr. Donna 
Hodge, who in addressing 
the graduates, said: “For 
some, this achievement 

represents a ground-
breaking first within 
your families, forging a 
legacy for future gener-
ations. Your resilience 
and intellectual curiosity 
have been exemplary, and 
today we recognize not 
only your accomplish-
ments but also the forti-
tude that has propelled 
you to this moment.”
–CASSIDY McNEELEY

Fitchburg State grants master’s degrees
to scholars from Dorchester, Mattapan

More than three 
dozen alumni of Bos-
ton Collegiate Charter 
School, from classes 2017 
through 2024, returned 
to the Dorchester school 
last month to enjoy an an-
nual tradition —Alumni 
Day— on Dec. 20. They 
mingled and caught up 
with classmates and 
former teachers, then 
headed to the school’s 
commons for a ques-
tion-and-answer session 
with current 11th and 
12th graders, where they 
responded to questions 
about what to expect 
from life at college, what 
they found challenging, 
and how to find commu-
nity in a new place. 

They also offered ad-
vice on everything from 

managing free time to 
meeting people and 
overcoming imposter 
syndrome. Joanne Mc-
Guinness, Class of 2022 
and now an undergrad-
uate at University of 
Massachusetts Amherst, 
reassured students that 
even if they don’t get into 
their first-choice colleges, 
“whatever is meant for 
you will find you.”

Sean Connolly, Class of 
2018 and a graduate of 
the University of Maine, 
noted that “Boston Col-
legiate was a key part 
not only of getting into 
college but also preparing 
me for life and being an 
adult. Boston Collegiate 
helped me develop know-
how for balancing financ-
es, confidence for job 

interviews, and a diligent 
work ethic.” He credited 

something as simple as 
learning how to write a 
check in a financial lit-
eracy class to the rigor 
of his academic courses. 

Edson Jean François, 
salutatorian of the Class 
of 2024 and now a stu-
dent at Northeastern 
University, echoed this 
sentiment, saying he 
returned for Alumni 
Day “to give back to the 

students I love so much… 
I’m so glad to be back.”

Boston Collegiate 
serves 700 students in 
grades 5 through 12 from 
across the neighborhoods 
of Boston.

–REPORTER STAFF

Boston Collegiate brings back alumni
to reminisce with and counsel students

PATIENT-FOCUSED • HANDS-ON • ACCREDITED • DEMONSTRATED SUCCESS

ADVANCED PRACTICE  ADVANCED PRACTICE  
CLINICIANCLINICIAN (NP/PA) RESIDENCYRESIDENCY

In collaboration with: UMass  
Chan Medical School Tan Chingfen 
Graduate School of Nursing 

CODMAN SQUARE HEALTH CENTER
637 Washington St., Dorchester, MA 02124
617-825-9660  |  codman.org

CODMAN SQUARE HEALTH CENTER'S Advanced Practice Clinician 
(NP/PA) Residency provides new graduates with hands-on, patient 
focused training. With five years of demonstrated success, Codman 
graduates thrive in primary care! 8

TIMELINE
n  One year of training beginning October 2025.
n  Followed by one year of commitment, to 

develop skills in a supportive environment.
n  Opportunity to be hired as full-time staff clinician 

after completing the program.

CLINICAL FOCUS
n  Primary Care    
n  Community Health    
n  Specialty rotations to support a robust practice.

APPLICATIONS
n  Posted now. Due: Feb. 3, 2025      
n  Open to PAs, AGNPs, and FNPs.

MORE INFORMATION
n  For more information, visit  

codman.org/FNPR or email 
fnpresidency@codman.org

Scan for 
more 
information

Fa
m

ily
 N

urse Practitioner

n     Residency    
 nn

  APPFA  AC C R E DIT

ED
 n 

OPEN HOUSE DORCHESTER
SATURDAY, JANUARY 11  |  9:00AM – 1:45PM

FREE TRIAL CLASSES
FOR YOUNG DANCERS AGES 3-10

PRE-REGISTER AT BALLETTHEATRE.ORG
OR CALL 617-945-1944

14 CUSHING AVE
UPHAM’S CORNER, DORCHESTER

Edson Jean François (right) is joined by other 
members of the Class of 2024, Cameron Mikalauskis 
(left) and Philippe Jean (center).

Photos courtesy Boston Collegiate
Class of 2023 students Christina Gavelis (left), 
Grainne McBride (center), and Kate Fiasconaro 
(right) reconnected.
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The free communi-
ty event, presented as 
a collaboration of the 
Blue Hills Ski Area and 
several other commu-
nity partners, includes 
both outdoor and indoor 
activities, including a 
chili cook-off. This year 
the Mattapan Food and 
Fitness Coalition and 
Oasis Vegan Veggie Par-
lor in Four Corners will 
participate in the com-
petition, with four other 
candidates, all vying for 
the title of “Best Chili in 
the Blue Hills.”

Enjoy an outdoor fire-
pit and practice your 
skiing or snowboarding. 
If you prefer to cozy up 

indoors, Lynn Joliecoeur 
and the Pulse will be 
playing live music all 
night long.

New events planned 
for this year are a guided 

twilight hike, tubing, kite 
flying, balance boarding, 
potato sack races, shoe 
demos, a raffle worth 
more than $1,000 in 
goods, and other out-
door activities courtesy 
of various community 
partners. Mattapan Food 
and Fitness Coalition 
will also host programs 
highlighting winter fun.

Entry to the event is 
open to all ages. The 
Ski Area will be offering 
discounted ski and tub-
ing tickets along with 
a slope-side concession 
stand to complement the 
chili tasting.

–REPORTER STAFF

The Museum of Fine 
Arts, Boston (MFA) will 
celebrate Dorchester 
bookstore co-owner Por-
sha Olayiwola and her 
work as the City of Bos-
ton’s Poet Laureate with 
her final reading in the 
role next Thursday (Jan. 
23) at 7 p.m. 

Olayiwola is the co-own-
er of the Just-Bookish! 
store in Fields Corner, 
which opened last No-
vember. For six years, 
Olayiwola has served the 
local literary community, 
uplifting the city’s great 
traditions and embody-
ing the future of poetry 
in Boston as the city’s 
laureate.

At her farewell read-
ing, Olayiwola will be 
joined by Danielle Legros 

Georges, a former poet 
laureate and Parker-Vin-
cent Alva, City of Boston 
Youth Poet Laureate, as 
well as musical guest 
Naomi Westwate.

“The Poet’s Envoi: Por-
sha Olayiwola’s Farewell 
Reading” will be held in 
the MFA’s Remis Audito-
rium. Tickets are free to 
all and available online.

  PeopleReporter’s News about people
in and around our Neighborhoods

Daniel Sharp was a 
vice president of an in-
surance agency who lived 
with his family at the 
corner of Howard Ave-
nue and Hartford Street 
in the Uphams Corner 
neighborhood. The US 
Census for 1880 lists the 
household as consisting 
of Sharp, his wife, Mary, 
with their three children: 
George H. L. Sharp, 21, 
clerk in a wool house; 
Edward S. Sharp, 19, dry 
goods clerk; and Clarence 
S. Sharp, 16, at school, 
and two servants: Annie 
Sinnott, 30, and Nellie 
Hogan, 25, both of whom 
had immigrated to Bos-
ton from Prince Edward 
Island.

The top photograph 
shows the house in its 
original position at the 
back of a large lot facing 
Howard Avenue, with 

a front yard sloping 
down to the street. The 
screenshot from Google 
Street View shows the 
house today. Sometime 

between 1889 and 1894, 
the house was moved 
closer to Hartford Street 
and turned so that the 
entrance faces Hartford 

Street. The large yard 
was subdivided, and 
four houses were built 
between Sharp’s house 
and Howard Avenue, two 

facing Hartford Street 
and two facing Howard 
Avenue. The address of 
the house in the photo 
is now 6 Hartford St.  
The house has been al-
tered.  Its front façade 
has a different window 
pattern on the second 
floor, and a one-story 
addition has been added 
to the front.

The archive of these 
historical posts can be 
viewed on the blog at 
dorchesterhistoricalso-
ciety.org. The society’s 
William Clapp House 
and James Blake House 
are open to the public on 
the third Sunday of the 
month from 11 a.m. to 
3 p.m.

YESTERYEAR ARCHIVE
Dorchester Historical Society

Daniel Sharp’s House

MFA will host Poet 
Laureate Olayiwola’s 
final reading on Jan. 23

Porsha Olayiwola
Photo courtesy MFA

James Vaughan, a 37-
year member of Plumbers 
& Gasfitters Local 12, was 
sworn in last week as the 
new business manager of 
New England’s largest 
plumbing union, taking 
over from his predeces-
sor, Tim Fandel, who 
retired at the end of 2024. 
Vaughan, who joined 
Local 12 in 1988, took 
office at a ceremony at 
the Local 12 union hall in 
Dorchester led by United 
Association New England 
Representative Harry 
Brett, a former business 
manager for Local 12. 
“I’m very proud and 
honored,” Vaughan said. 
“I’m excited for what 
the future brings. We’re 
going to make Local 12 
better. The foundation 
has been set by Harry and 
Timmy and now we’re 
going to build upon it.”

Vaughan worked as an 
apprentice for four years 
before becoming a jour-
neyman. He started as a 
truck driver and became 
a master plumber, an 
estimator, a foreman and 
a superintendent. 

He has served on the 
Local 12 Building Com-
mittee and the executive 
board before he was elect-
ed a Business Agent in 
2016. He has also worked 
as a plumbing inspector 
for 18 years.

New business 
manager takes helm 
at Plumbers Union

James Vaughan

The Adams Street Li-
brary in Dorchester is 
one of three finalists 
for the Boston Society 
of Architecture’s (BSA) 
annual Harleston Parker 
People’s Choice Award, 
named as a memorial for 
a well-known architect. 
The award, established 
in 1921, recognizes “the 
most beautiful piece of 
architecture, building, 
monument, or structure 
built in the metropolitan 
Boston area in the past 
10 years.”  

In addition to a juried 
award, each year the BSA 
seeks the general public’s 

input by voting on the 
same selected finalists to 
pick a “People’s Choice” 
winner. The public’s ap-
preciation of beauty in 
architecture may vary 
from the jury decision, 
with the People’s Choice 
Award voting allowing 
for broader recognition 
and awareness of design 
impacts within our local 
communities. 

In 2023, the People’s 
Choice Award winner 
was the Center for Com-
puting & Data Sciences 
at Boston University, 
designed by KPMB Ar-
chitects and the juried 

Harleston Parker Med-
al winner was Berklee 
Tower, Berklee College of 
Music, designed by Wil-
liam Rawn Associates, 
Architects, Inc.

In addition to the 
Adams Street Library, 
the other finalists are 
the renovated Roxbury 
branch of the BPL and 
Harvard University’s 
District Energy facility.

The voting for People’s 
Choice is open until Jan. 
31 on the BSA website. 
The winner will be re-
vealed at the Annual 
BSA Awards Gala on the 
evening of March 5. 

Adams St. Library a finalist
for local architectural award

Volunteers staffed the 
Friends of the Blue Hills 
table during the 2023 
edition of Winterfest in 
the Blue Hills Reserva-
tion.   Courtesy Photo

Winterfest at Blue Hill set
for 4 to 8 on Fri., Jan. 24

The Campaign for 
Catholic Schools, an ad-
vocate for rebuilding 
Greater Boston’s urban 
Catholic schools, includ-
ing those in Dorchester, 
has elected Gerald V. 
“Jerry” Sheehan, as the 
organization’s first-ever 
Lifetime Trustee in ap-
preciation of his “extraor-
dinary leadership and 
philanthropic support.” 

Sheehan and his wife 
Maureen have been an 
integral part of CCS’s 
growth, ensuring that 
countless young people 
from Greater Boston’s 
most at-risk neighbor-
hoods, especially Brock-

ton and Dorchester, re-
ceive a top-notch Catholic 
education in a safe, caring 
environment.

“He believed in the 
vision of our co-founder, 
the late Jack Connors, 
Jr., and he has been a 
thoughtful and valued 
leader every step of the 
way,” said Bob Atchinson, 
managing director of Ad-
age Capital Management 
and chair of the board for 
the Campaign for Catho-
lic Schools. “This is really 
a case of we couldn’t have 
built this organization 
without him.”

Sheehan served as pres-
ident of L. Knife & Son, 
a fifth-generation fam-
ily-owned company lo-
cated in Kingston, Mass., 
that became one of the 
largest Anheuser-Busch 
and craft beer distribu-
tors in the United States. 

Sheehan 
honored
by Catholic 
School board

Gerald V. Sheehan
Cited as “valued leader”

Bryan Trench photo
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On Monday, let’s honor Dr. King’s holiday 
and ‘unpause’ our pursuit of justice

By BoSton Municipal rESEarch BurEau
With Boston’s revaluation process complete and 

tax bills for the second half of fiscal year 2025 in 
payers’ hands, property owners now have a clear 
picture of the taxes they owe, with tax rates rising 
for both residential and business properties. Driven 
by a strong increase in residential values, Boston’s 
assessed property value grew for the fourteenth 
straight year in FY25, yet business (CIP) property 
valuations fell by 1.7 percent, the first such decline 
since FY11. At the same time, new growth slowed 
from FY24, driven in particular by a drop in com-
mercial new growth.

The decline in commercial assessed values and the 
slowdown in commercial new growth are noteworthy 
and of concern for FY26 and beyond given Boston’s 
disproportionate reliance upon business property 
taxes to fund its budget. The property tax levy limit 
– the total revenue the City can raise through real 
and personal property taxes – increased by $170.0 
million, or 5.3 percent, to $3.36B in FY25.

Tax Rates & Classification
Tax rates for both residential and business proper-

ties increased this year, with residential rates growing 
faster than business. Residential tax rates increased 
by $0.68, or 6.2 percent, to $11.58 per thousand dol-
lars of value, while the business tax rate of $25.96 
increased by 2.7 percent, or $0.69.

As a result of the City’s application of full classi-
fication, which allows the City to shift the property 
tax burden from residential to CIP, business property 
holds only 32.0 percent of the taxable value in the city 
yet will pay 55.9 percent of the tax levy. Residential 
property represents 68.0 percent of total taxable 
value but will pay 44.1 percent of property taxes.  
FY25 marks the highest share of the levy paid by 
residential property and the lowest paid by business 
property in at least four decades.

Property Values
The assessment date for FY25 is Jan.1, 2024 and 

captures the market activity of 2023, meaning the 
property assessments used to calculate FY25 taxes 
do not reflect current market conditions. FY25 was 
a revaluation year for the City, which is required by 
state law to update property valuations every 5 years 
to ensure that they reflect full and fair cash value.

Boston’s growth in FY25 taxable value represents 
an increase of $5.52B, or 2.5 percent, substantially 

less than last year’s growth of $8.64B, or 4.1 percent. 
By class, residential value increased by $6.78B, or 4.6 
percent, while business value fell by $1.26B, or 1.7 
percent. Business assessed value dropped for the first 
time since FY11, with commercial falling by $1.85B, 
or 2.9 percent. Meanwhile, industrial increased by 
$71.6M (5.1 percent) and personal property (mainly 
the equipment and machinery of utilities and office 
equipment) rose by $515.5M, or 5.6 percent.

Levy Limit & New Growth
New growth, a critical component of the annual 

tax levy increase that permits the City to increase its 
tax revenue beyond 2.5 percent, came in at $90.5M, a 
decrease of $31.3M, or 25.7 percent, from last year’s 
record of $121.8M. While down from FY24, the figure 
exceeds the $60M included in Boston’s FY25 budget.

As a result, Boston’s levy limit is expected to in-
crease by $170.0M, or 5.3 percent, this year, down 
from 6.6 percent in FY24 and the slowest increase 
since FY16.

New growth accounts for 53.2 percent of the levy 
limit increase, down

from 62.1 percent in FY24 and the lowest propor-
tion since FY16. For the last decade, new growth 
has represented more than half of the tax levy limit 
increase, meaning that Boston has relied on taxes 
from new development to fuel its budget growth.

New Growth by Class
The decline in new growth from FY24 was driven 

by a substantial decrease in commercial new growth. 
Residential new growth slightly increased from FY24, 
coming in at $26.8M, a 2.5 percent increase ($651k) 
from FY24. Meanwhile, business new growth, which 
historically has driven the City’s ability to levy above 
the 2.5 percent base increase, fell by $32.0M (-33.4 
percent) to $63.7M.

Commercial property accounted for almost all of the 
decrease, with commercial new growth declining by 
43.2 percent (-$31.8M) year-over-year. Industrial new 
growth grew by $105k (71.7 percent) and personal 
property new growth fell by $240k (-1.1 percent). 
The decline in business new growth is

of concern given Boston’s heavy reliance on it to 
fuel overall budget growth.

The Boston Municipal Research Bureau is an in-
dependent, non-partisan research organization that 
provides policy analysis about city government. See 
more at bmrb.org.

City’s tax rates are on the rise
as the pace of new growth slows

Stephanie L. Everett

Monday brought a new first in Boston’s political 
annals when Michelle Wu delivered a healthy baby 
girl, Mira Wu Pewarski, the third child for the mayor 
and her husband, Conor Pewarski. It’s the first time 
a sitting mayor has given birth for reasons that are 
obvious to those of us who are alive and conscious 
of our surroundings in the year 2025.

For those who might stumble upon these ramblings 
at some far-flung future date: Yes, this a notable 
event in city history because, one, Michelle Wu is the 
first elected woman mayor in our history; and, two, 
she’s therefore the first to give birth while in office.

Mira’s birth is a wonderful event for her mom and 
dad and siblings— and for Bostonians at-large who 
are delighted by her safe arrival. 

For her part, the mayor has been as engaged as 
ever throughout her pregnancy. In the hours before 
her visit to the maternity ward, she was actively 
working the phones to prepare for her departure 
and to advance a few “big-ticket” items on her busy 
agenda. She has made it clear in interviews that she 
does not intend to take a formal leave but will curb 
her usual pace of public appearances and delegate 
some duties to subordinates. The state of the city 
address, typically staged this month, will be pushed 
until March.

“The team is ready to be able to represent me 
where needed out and about,” the mayor said during 
a radio appearance on WBUR last month. “I will see 
how it goes and how quickly I feel ready to be out 
and about as well.”

That’s a sensible posture, one forged in experience 
by a woman who has twice before navigated the 
demands of nascent motherhood and public life. 
Everyone — and this includes Michelle Wu herself 
— should give her the space and the grace she needs 
as this experience unfolds once again.

While I’ll never know the demands and anxieties 
that the mayor must be feeling, I can relate a bit 
to the familial challenges. As a recovering political 
husband and father of four, I watched and tried to 
support my wife, Linda Dorcena Forry, through three 
childbirths and transitions while she was serving in 
the Legislature, typically with a toddler in tow. We 
welcomed two of the babies in the month of July, the 
peak budget season on Beacon Hill. That meant— 
for her— a certain urgency to return quickly to the 
State House to make sure that votes were taken and 
district priorities secured. 

In those days and hours and years— with a newborn 
and relatives close at hand— Linda would care for 
our daughters Madeline and Norah while alternating 
between budget meetings and floor votes — which at 
the time could be executed from her office with per-
mission from the chair or speaker. When the frenzy of 
state budget season ended and August recess kicked 
in, Linda — and her close-knit coterie of family and 
friends and family—spent a more traditional leave at 
home until the legislative calendar— and re-election 
campaign events— kicked in again.

There is no real off-season for the person who runs 
the city of Boston, though. Events out of one’s con-
trol often dictate the rhythms of the job. Charting a 
course through the coming weeks— and further into 
a still murky election contest that may or may not 
pose a credible challenge— will be an experiment of 
sorts. But, here in Boston, at least, there’s plenty of 
empathy for neighbors who might need a bit extra 
downtime. We fully expect the city at large will extend 
the Wu-Pewarski family that grace and goodwill.

    -Bill Forry

By StEphaniE l. EvErEtt 
SpEcial to thE rEportEr

On January 20, 2025 our country will honor the 
work and legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. It’s a 
federal holiday meant to remind every American of the 
importance of unity, equality, kindness, opportunity 
and justice are all possible to give and receive regard-
less of one’s skin color. A man who relentlessly fought 

for these ideals without 
violence but with unde-
niable actions whenever 
and wherever injustices 
were afoot. 

This year will mark the 
60th anniversary of the 
March on Selma, which 
sought to protest efforts 
to keep African Americans 
from voting. Sixty-two 
years ago Dr. King was 
jailed for eight days in 
Birmingham, Alabama 
for protesting the state’s 
segregation laws that pre-
vented Black people from 
eating at lunch counters 
and gaining employment. 

When city officials sought and received a federal 
injunction over the protests, Dr. King declared, “We 
cannot in all good conscience obey such an injunction 
which is an unjust, undemocratic and unconstitu-
tional misuse of the legal process.”

This year will also mark the 62nd year that Dr. King 
led the March on Washington and not only told us his 
dreams but told us we should not be satisfied “until 
justice rolls down like waters and righteousness like 
a mighty stream.”

On Monday, we will watch our country stand di-
vided as the 47th President of the United States will 
be sworn in. A man who has proudly campaigned on 
division, inequality and separate never equal. Our 
country is ravaged with division. Divided by race. 
Divided down political lines. Divided by faith. Divided 
in our own families. Dare it be said, segregated. 

Black women have opted to take a much needed 
four-year hiatus from saving and shaping the nation. 
And for those who envisioned January 20th very 
differently before November 4, 2024, they question 
the irony of the President-elect being sworn in on 
the same day as we honor Dr. King. 

Could it be that the very reason our country is so 
divided on the same day that we are to honor the 
legacy of Dr. King is because we have become com-
placent in our work and efforts to continue to honor 
his legacy? Are we complicit in the actions that have 
led to a pause in our collective works and gave way 
to the efforts of the undoing of the work of Dr. King 
fought so hard to change, implement and paid the 
ultimate price for? 

Dr. King was a man of action. He was a verb! He 
represented a fluid, ever turning, constant moving 
and never settling for less than equitable action in 
all that he did. January 20th is a day to remember 
that every day is a day to do something that leaves 
a legacy of hope, change and togetherness. Our 
responsibility is not simply to gather once a year to 
honor Dr. King, but to do the work every day. It is 
not in the naming of the building, the street or the 
holiday, it is the work that comes out of the building 
that furthers Dr. King’s legacy. The work that changes 
the lives of the people who live on and around the 
street named in his honor and who gather each year 
to celebrate Dr. King’s legacy by reflecting on their 
last 365 days to say we continued to dream even 
during dark times of challenge and controversy, we 
found the brightest light in the darkest spaces and 
never lost faith even when we could not see what 
was in front of us because we knew justice would 
not be delayed and denied so long as we we working 
together to achieve our dreams. 

So on Monday, history is not repeating itself as a 
punishment but as a reminder that we have work to 
do. We will unpause our efforts toward equality and 
equity and move with intent and purpose to honor 
the rich actionable legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. each and every day.

Stephanie L. Everett, Esq. serves as the Register of 
Probate for Suffolk County.

On motherhood and  
mayoral duties
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By SaM drySdalE
StatE houSE
nEwS SErvicE

Fueled by the highest 
immigration levels in 
decades, Massachusetts 
saw its largest popula-
tion increase in 60 years 
between 2023 and 2024 
as the rate of domestic 
outmigration significant-
ly slowed, according to US 
Census data released last 
month.

Between July 1, 2023 
and July 1, 2024, the 
state’s population in-
creased 69,603 from 
7,066,568 to 7,136,171 
— a hike of just under 1 
percent (0.985 percent). 
That’s the largest annual 
percentage increase that Massachusetts has experi-
enced since between 2012 and 2013, according to a 
UMass Donahue Institute analysis  of the December 
US Census population estimates.

Numbers wise, it’s the largest annual population 
increase since the end of the “Baby Boom” in 1964.

Those gains made Massachusetts the fastest grow-
ing state in New England and the second fastest 
growing state in the Northeast after New Jersey, 
according to the institute.

The largest driver: immigration, estimated at 
90,217 incoming immigrants between 2023 and 2024. 
The census estimates that’s the highest immigration 
level since at least 1990.

“While immigration is the single largest driver of 
population change in Massachusetts... other factors 
also play a role,” according to the institute’s analysis. 
“In 2024, Massachusetts saw more births (67,851) 
than deaths (61,133), contributing 6,718, on net, to 
the population growth.”

Massachusetts has seen an influx of thousands of 
refugees and migrants seeking asylum from wars, 
political unrest, and environmental disasters who 
have sought temporary housing in the state’s emer-
gency family shelter system, straining the physical 
and financial limits of the system. The census data 
does not delineate between immigrants legally seek-
ing asylum or refuge and those otherwise entering 
the country.

Domestic outmigration, the term used to describe 
people moving out of one state to another state, has 
been a contentious political topic for the past several 
years, as many young adults and families left Massa-
chusetts in the early days of the pandemic, settling 
in states with lower costs of living.

Conservatives point to high taxes as the reason 
for domestic outmigration, calling on Democrats to 
lower tax burdens to keep Bay Staters from mov-
ing. Progressives, on the other hand, have pointed 
to high housing and childcare costs, and calling for 
more state investment in programs to lower those 
costs for families.

A report from U-Haul, based on rentals of one-way 
trailers from one state to another, listed Massachu-
setts as the second-to-last state in the US in terms 

of incoming U-Hauls as a way to measure migration. 
The right-leaning Massachusetts Fiscal Alliance used 
the report to call for Gov. Healey to make tax cuts.

“The U-Haul report confirms what we all see with 
our own eyes every day. Our friends, family, and 
neighbors are leaving our state in record numbers 
for states that are less hostile to working and living,” 
Paul Craney, a spokesman for the Fiscal Alliance, 
said in a statement. “This is not sustainable, and 
Gov. Healey needs to share with the state a plan for 
broad based tax cuts and eliminations she will make 
during her upcoming State of the Commonwealth in 
order to get our state back on track. If Massachusetts 
is going to maintain its tax base, we need to do better 
and the governor needs to lead,” 

The Massachusetts Opportunity Alliance also 
reacted to the U-Haul report last week. 

“Massachusetts is a state we’re proud to call home 
but rising costs and high taxes are driving residents 
to seek better value elsewhere,” said Christopher 
Anderson, president of the Massachusetts High Tech-
nology Council, which co-founded the alliance along 
with the Massachusetts Competitive Partnership and 
Pioneer Institute. “Our ranking as the second-worst 
state for one-way U-Haul moves highlights this trou-
bling trend. It’s time to make Massachusetts a place 
where everyone can afford to thrive.”

The census data shows that outmigration from 
Massachusetts has significantly slowed over the 
past two years.

“Domestic migration in Massachusetts has been 
rebounding since a peak net outflow of 54,843 in 
2022, suggesting that the 2021-2022 period migra-
tion may have been due to a short-term shock effect, 
potentially influenced by work-from-home trends or 
urban-to-rural movement following the pandemic,” 
the Donahue Institute analysis says.

It continues, “By 2023, net domestic outmigration 
decreased to 36,572 persons and then decreased again 
to 27,480 net outmigrants by 2024 – nearly half of 
the peak outflow in 2022.”

Total migration has been a net positive since 2020, 
with decreasing out-migration and increasing immi-
gration. In 2021, net migration increased by 1,762; in 
2024, that net migration increased by 62,737 people, 
according to UMass.

By aliSon kuznitz
StatE houSE
nEwS SErvicE

The state agency focused on health care infor-
mation and analysis did not adequately monitor 
hospitals experiencing financial distress and failed 
to fine facilities and health systems for defying data 
reporting requirements, according to a new report 
from Auditor Diana DiZoglio’s office.

DiZoglio’s examination of the Center for Health 
Information and Analysis, which also criticized the 
lack of information on the agency’s website and its 
accessibility, spanned July 1, 2021 through June 30, 
2023. 

The period didn’t capture the Steward Health Care 
bankruptcy crisis and the report points to CHIA’s lim-
ited enforcement authority, which may be addressed 
in a bill (H 5159) awaiting Gov. Healey’s signature. 

The audit, released last Friday, claims CHIA did 
not identify or examine acute care hospitals “consid-
ered to be in financial distress or at risk of closing or 
discontinuing essential services.” CHIA also didn’t 
produce financial reports on the eight Steward Health 
Care hospitals operating at the time, the audit says.

“CHIA limited its own ability to identify and address 
concerns regarding hospitals at risk of closing,” the 
report says. “This may have prevented policymakers 
from becoming aware of these issues and taking ac-

tions to prevent or soften the impacts of these issues. 
Overall, CHIA appears to have overlooked the risk of 
hospital closures in the Commonwealth.”

In its response, CHIA said it has “consistently col-
lected, analyzed and reported data” on hospitals and 
health systems – aside from Steward. CHIA pointed 
out that it sued Steward for noncompliance and the 
Superior Court determined the company must turn 
over financial information, though the matter remains 
hung up in court.

The audit contends CHIA did not level more than 
$1.6 million in fines against hospitals that failed to 
submit information on time, including Steward facili-
ties and two hospitals owned by Heywood Healthcare, 
which filed for bankruptcy in 2023.

CHIA called that fine estimate “misguided,” saying 
it fails to consider the litigation with Steward, as 
well as the agency’s discretion to issue fines and give 
“reasonable extensions” to submit information. CHIA 
also argued it cannot require hospitals to conduct 
audits and said Heywood Healthcare lacked financial 
audits to hand over.

The bill on Healey’s desk expands CHIA’s oversight 
and enforcement authority, in part by subjecting 
private equity investors and real estate investment 
trusts to financial reporting requirements. Fines for 
violations would soar from $1,000 to $25,000 weekly, 
with the bill eliminating the annual cap of $50,000.

Auditor: State at fault on hospital monitoring

www.stmaryscenterma.org | 90 Cushing Ave., Dorchester

In December, the U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development
(HUD) released The 2024 Annual
Homelessness Assessment Report. The
data underscores the growing
urgency of the homelessness crisis
across the country, and most
pointedly in the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts, which saw a 74%
increase in family homelessness
between 2023 and 2024. And the City
of Boston holds the distinction of
having the third highest rental
market in the country, making it
unaffordable and unlivable for so
many. As the City continues to
develop, families, particularly families
of color, are being displaced at a
rapid rate, removed from their
support network, resources, and
community. 

At St. Mary’s Center, we know that
shelter is not enough to erase the
devastation of cyclical poverty and
homelessness. And we don’t stop at
shelter. We work hand-in-hand with
the women, children, and families in
our care to build protective factors
and pathways out of poverty.
Through four core pillars of support:
life skills, behavioral health and
family medicine, education and
employment, and housing, we are
honored to partner with families to
assess their unique needs and
provide the supportive services that
they need on their journeys toward a
more thriving, stable future.  

We do not do this important work
alone, and St. Mary’s Center is proud
to be a center for collaboration,
convening a collaborative network
of service providers to ensure that
families have easy access to the
quality services needed as they
create pathways out of poverty and
homelessness. 

This new year, we look forward to
collaborating with more partners,
donors, and friends in Dorchester,
East Boston and beyond. 

Interested in getting involved?

 Please email
contact@stmaryscenterma.org or
visit www.stmaryscenterma.org to

learn more. 

Report: Immigration spurs 
big bump in state population
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NEW 2025 
RAM 1500 
CREW CAB 4X4

NEW 2024 RAM PROMASTER 
2500 SLT CARGO VAN 
HIGH ROOF 159’ WB

$40,315Quirk 
Price

MONEY DOWN PER MO.
LEASE: $3,995 48 MOS.*

ZERO DOWN    PER MO.
LEASE: 48 MOS.*

    $299
    $399

MSRP....... ....................
$53,315

REBATE .........................-5,500
QUIRK DISCOUNT ...........-7,500
FORD CONQUEST ..........-2,000

SAVE UP TO ....... .................
$13,000

NEW 2025 JEEP COMPASS
LIMITED 4X4

Quirk 
Price

$31,135
MONEY DOWN  PER MO.
LEASE: $3,995 27 MOS.*

ZERO DOWN    PER MO.
LEASE: 42 MOS.*

    $159
    $309

NEW 2025 JEEP WRANGLER
4-DOOR SPORT S
CJ7567  O% APR FOR 36 MONTHS

Quirk 
Price

$42,695

MONEY DOWN PER MO.
LEASE: $3,995 39 MOS.*

ZERO DOWN    PER MO.
LEASE: 39 MOS.*

    $298
    $429

NEW 2024 JEEP 
GRAND CHEROKEE
L LIMITED 4X4

Quirk 
Price

$45,815

MONEY DOWN PER MO.
LEASE: $3,995 39 MOS.*

ZERO DOWN    PER MO.
LEASE: 39 MOS.*

    $375
    $485

‘Lease Loyalty: Must be returning Chrysler lessee. Conquest Lease Assist. available to current lessees of competitive non-Chrysler vehicles. See dealer for details. All lessees: $3995 down, 10K miles/yr. Tax, title, acq., sec. reg & doc. additional. Extra charges 
may apply at lease end. “Promaster Conquest: must own a comparable comm. vehicle ask for details. Approved credit. Finance Bonus requires finance w/ Chrysler Capital. Conquest Bonus avail. to Silverado & Sierra owners, no trade required. To qualify for 
snow plow rebate customers must be a business owner. All transactions must be completed at time of sale. Must finance with dealer. Subject to program change without notice. Sale ends 1/31/25 0% AVAILABLE IN LIEU OF THE REBATE AND SUBJECT TO 
BANK APPROVAL.

SAVE UP TO ...................
$6,250

SAVE UP TO ....................
$1,500

Quirk 
Price

$48,440SAVE UP TO ....................
$7,000

MSRP....... ..................
$55,440

REBATE ..........................-5,000
QUIRK DISCOUNT .........-2,000
COMMERCIAL BONUS ..-3,000

MSRP....... ...................
$36,135

REBATE ..........................-3,500
SFS LEASE LOYALTY ....-3,500
QUIRK DISCOUNT ..........-1,500

MSRP....... ..................
$48,945

REBATE ..........................-3,500 
FORD CONQUEST .........-2,000
QUIRK DISCOUNT .........-2,900

NEW 2024 
RAM 2500 
CREW CAB 
4X4
TRADESMAN

Quirk 
Price

$47,360
SAVE UP TO ................

$10,000
MSRP....... ...................

$57,360
REBATE .......................-10,000

$44,620Quirk 
Price

NEW 2024 DODGE HORNET 
R/T EAWD

SAVE UP TO ................
$10,000

ZERO DOWN    PER MO.
LEASE: 24 MOS.*

         $149

SAVE UP TO ...................
$8,500

MSRP....... ...................
$54,315

REBATE ..........................-6,000
FORD CONQUEST .........-2,000
QUIRK DISCOUNT .........-2,500

MSRP....... ....................
$44,620

REBATE ......................... -8,000
SFS LOYALTY ..................-2,000
QUIRK DISCOUNT ..........-2,000

NEW 2025 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 
LAREDO 4X4
CJ7794, CJ 7766, CJ7765, CJ7791
O% APR FOR 36 MONTHS

MONEY DOWN PER MO.
LEASE: $3,995 27 MOS.*

ZERO DOWN    PER MO.
LEASE: 27 MOS.*

    $249
    $409Quirk 

Price
$39,125

SAVE UP TO ...................
$3,500

MSRP....... ....................
$42,625

REBATE ......................... -2,500
QUIRK DISCOUNT ...........-1,000
SFS LOYALTY ..................-4,500

NEW 2024 JEEP 
WRANGLER 
SAHARA S 
4XE

SAVE UP TO ...................
$4,250

Quirk 
Price

$61,390

MONEY DOWN PER MO.
LEASE: $3,995 42 MOS.*

ZERO DOWN    PER MO.
LEASE: 42 MOS.*

    $349
    $449
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By ShErri cajuStE
SpEcial to thE rEportEr

Haitian Americans United, Inc. 
(HAU) celebrated Haitian Indepen-
dence Day with a successful gala event 
on Sat., Jan. 4 at the IBEW Local 103 
union hall in Dorchester. The 25TH 
annual gala brought together over 300 
attendees, ranging from local leaders to 
young activists, all united by a shared 
commitment to honoring Haiti’s hard-
fought independence and its lasting 
impact on the world.

Presented in collabo-
ration with the Boston 
City Council, the gala 
is traditionally held 
on or around January 
1st to commemorate 
Haiti’s Independence 

from France in 1804. 
Not only was 2025 a milestone event 

for the gala itself, but it also served as 
a touching reminder of Haiti’s pivotal 
role in the global fight for freedom and 
equality. The evening was a tapestry 
of music, art, food, and speeches that 
celebrated Haiti’s past and its vibrant 
future.

A Night of Cultural Elegance
The night kicked off with a red-carpet 

entrance, as guests dressed in their 
finest formal attire, many wearing 
shades of blue and red representing 
the Haitian flag’s iconic colors. The 
ballroom was filled with joy as guests 
entered to see the artwork, table decor 
and vendors each showcasing a unique 
blend of Haitian culture.

Live music, featuring traditional 
Haitian rhythms and contemporary 
jazz, set the tone as attendees mingled 
and networked, exchanging ideas and 
stories on what they love the most about 
their home country. 

Local Haitian singers Ashley Villard, 
Fequiere Lucien, DB Up made special 
appearances performing legendary 
Haitian music while KS Dance Stu-
dios shook the room with their iconic 
Haitian folklore dance. These perfor-
mances were a fusion of history and 
modernity that resonated deeply with 
both young and older generations in 
the room.

Recognizing Haitian Achievements
As the night continued, the highlight 

of the evening was the formal pro-
gram, which honored individuals and 
organizations making meaningful con-
tributions to the Haitian community. 
Local activists, artists, entrepreneurs, 
and athletes were celebrated for their 
tireless work in various fields. Senior 
Pastor Othon Noel of the Church of God 
Christian Life Center of Boston received 
an award for his outstanding work in 
the community followed by Olympic 
Gymnast Frederick “Flips” Richard. 

Another defining moment came when 
the gala’s keynote speaker Etzer Can-
tave who is the former president of Du 

Sable Heritage Association of Chicago 
took the stage to remind the audience 
of Haiti’s historical significance as the 
first independent black republic in the 
Western Hemisphere. Cantave spoke 
passionately about the importance of 
passing down the knowledge of Haiti’s 
revolutionary roots to future genera-
tions and the need for continued soli-
darity to ensure the country’s recovery 
from ongoing struggles.

A Moment of Reflection
While the gala was undoubtedly a 

night of joy and celebration, it also 
served as a moment of reflection. As 
Haiti faces ongoing challenges—politi-
cal instability, economic hardships, and 
natural disasters—the event reinforced 
the need for unity and activism within 
the Haitian community. It was a re-
minder of the country’s long-standing 
resilience in the face of adversity, and 
the collective responsibility to ensure 
that Haiti’s revolutionary legacy con-
tinues to inspire global movements for 
justice, equality, and freedom.

The 25th Annual Haitian Indepen-
dence Gala was not just a party, it 
was a call to action. A reminder that 
while Haiti’s path to independence 
was marked by immense struggles, 
the triumphs of its people continue to 
reverberate worldwide.This gala was a 

testament to the strength of the Haitian 
people and to the continued need for 
solidarity and support in building a 
brighter future for Haiti.

Sherri Cajuste is founder of Haitians 
of Boston and a media partner of The 
Reporter. Follow her account, Haitian-
sofBoston, on Instagram.

Priority Application Deadline: February 15

nbss.edu/programs

Find your calling 
at America’s first 
trade school
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Haitian Independence Day gala drew hundreds to IBEW hall

Attendees of the 25th annual HAU gala assembled for a photo inside Dorches-
ter’s IBEW Lical 103 hall on Jan. 4.  Photo courtesy Ruth Georges

Ruth Georges, Rocio Nuñez-Pepén and City Councillor Enrique Pepen and 
Council President Ruthzee Louijeune.

Ashley Villard and Bishop Nicolas 
Homicil of Voice of the Gospel Taber-
nacle Ministry in Mattapan. 

Idly Gallette photo

Shown above, l-r: Claudia Jean-Bap-
tiste, Kethia Nazaire, and HAU Pres-
ident Nancy Accime. 

Idly Gallette photo

Kendy Valbrun receives an award 
from Courtney White, Mayor’s Office 
of Immigrant Advancement.

Photo courtesy Ruth Georges
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By SEth daniEl
nEwS Editor

A federal bankruptcy court 
judge last week dismissed a sec-
ond bankruptcy case brought 
by owners of Port Norfolk’s 
Neponset Wharf development 
but declined to rule on a re-
quest by the property owner to 
approve a private sale to a new 
buyer for $2.5 million.

CPC Ericsson LLC, con-
trolled by Ryan Sillery of City 
Point Capital, has been trying 
to redevelop a mixed-use proj-
ect with 120 residential units 
and a marina on the waterfront 
site. The plan won approv-
als from the city’s Planning 
Dept. in January 2022, but 
subsequently ran into financial 
difficulties that prompted the 
first bankruptcy filing in 2024.

According to court filings, 

Judge Janet Bostwick dis-
missed the most recent case 
during a Jan. 8 hearing at the 
McCormack Federal Court-
house in Boston. In doing so, 
Bostwick agreed with a motion 
to dismiss filed in December 
by Bankruptcy Court trustee 
Justin Kesselman. The ruling 
came just as CPC Ericsson’s 

attorney, Gary Cruickshank, 
had filed a notice to approve 
a private sale free of any liens 
to an unrelated company for 
$2.5 million. 

That notice was ruled “moot” 
by the court and leaves an un-
certain future for the project 
and creditors who are owed 
millions of dollars, according 

to court documents.
Cruickshank did not return 

phone calls from The Reporter. 
Attorney Gary Hogan, who rep-
resents a large main creditor, 
Unitas Funding of New Jersey, 
said he was not permitted by 
his client to speak on the case. 
Unitas is owed approximately 
$10.36 million for a loan given 
in support of the project. 

Another creditor, RISE To-
gether LLC, is owed $677,000 
and through an attorney, 
Widmaier Charles, also said 
it had no comment. RISE had 
been heavily involved in the 
project as a general contractor 
and permitting agent.

Since this was the second 
filing in a short time, Kessel-
man had called on Bostwick 
to prevent the owners from 
re-filing again.

“The Debtor has received 
the benefit of the automatic 
stay for approximately seven 
months across two successive 
cases with no material progress 
towards a plan or sale that 
would pay creditors,” he wrote. 
“During that period, the Debt-
or has increased its liabilities 
by incurring and not paying 
real estate taxes to the City of 
Boston, as well as additional 
interest on its obligations to 
its few creditors. 

“As a result, in addition to 
lacking any apparent reor-
ganizational purpose in this 
case, the Debtor is engaged 
in unreasonable delay that is 
prejudicial to its creditors.”

Judge Bostwick declined that 
request in her dismissal.

(Continued from page 1)

Judge dismisses latest Neponset Wharf bankruptcy case

come to Boston to live 
because they want to live 
in places with the brick 
walls and the history and 
not another box. This ac-
quisition gives you a good 
building on good land.”

She added: “What drew 
us to the property was a 
lot of things. It’s unique 
and looks a lot like prod-
ucts we have in our port-
folio, and we know what 
a property like this needs 
to stay competitive in the 
market. It was a well-ex-
ecuted conversion by a 
reputable developer…
It’s in Lower Mills, which 
is a great neighborhood in 

Dorchester and right on 
the beautiful Neponset 
River. To top it off, you 
have the Milton T Station 
there on the town line.”

Wingate has been in 
the affordable housing 
space more than 60 years 
and is described as a pi-
oneer in the industry. It 
specializes in mixed-in-
come properties like the 
Baker apartments, which 
feature 20 percent of the 
units affordable at 60 
percent AMI. 

Schuster said that 
working in affordable 
and market-rate housing 
puts them at an advan-
tage because they know 

how to interact with 
housing authorities for 
subsidized units, and 
they know how to keep 
a building competitive in 
the market.

The former owners 
believe the property is in 
good hands.

“We are pleased to 
transact with Wingate 
and chose Wingate based 
on their strong reputa-
tion as a buyer generally 
and their expertise with 
Boston multifamily in 
particular,” said Chris 
Wyatt, co-founder of Ma-
kor Capital. “We appreci-
ate their professionalism 
throughout the entire 

sales process. We are 
certain Wingate will con-
tinue to be an excellent 
steward of this exception-
al, historic asset.”

The historic Baker 
factory complex was 
converted to housing in 
the 1980s and substan-
tially renovated in 2008. 
It comprises 11 studio 
apartments, 81 one- bed-
room and 41 two-bed-
room apartments.

•••
Another notable sale 

recorded recently is that 
of a 38-unit apartment 
building at 760 Cummins 
Highway, abutting the 
ongoing road reconstruc-

tion in Mattapan.
An LLC controlled by 

George Dabney and Mark 
Epker, of Vantage Real 
Estate, purchased the 
1950s-era building from 
Helge Capital, controlled 
by Oleg Uritsky, in De-
cember for $9.35 million. 

Helge Capital pur-
chased the building from 
an LLC controlled by 
Dabney in 2018 for $6.65 
million, according to 
property records. There 
have been several sales 
of the building since the 
early 2000s.

Caridad Kenchen, an 
abutter to the Cummins 
Highway property, said 

she and other neighbors 
hope the new owners 
will improve conditions 
there.

“It’s just not a good 
situation,” she said. “The 
management companies 
aren’t managing the 
property well and it’s 
gone downhill. It’s a lot 
of problems and not a 
fun situation for us. We 
hope the new ownership 
will bring about a much 
better situation for the 
neighbors.”

She said problems in-
clude rodents, drug ac-
tivity, improper trash dis-
posal, and parking issues. 

Baker Chocolate apartments sold to Wingate affiliate for $41m

The waterfront at Port Norfolk.  Reporter file photo
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(Continued from page 1)
that we are serious about 
making the 1975 Memo-
rial Project a priority and 
we have the backing of a 
strong community.”

Ngoc-Tran Vu, another 
team member, said the 
hope is that attention for 
the project will lead City 
Hall officials to reconsid-
er their reluctance to use 
a corner of the city park 
for the memorial. 

“When we deliver a 
petition with thousands 
of signatures, it’s a pow-
erful tool of advocacy,” 
she said. “It’s not just one 
person…It is important 
we get as many people 

as possible to sign this 
petition who live in the 
heart of the Vietnamese 
community in Dorchester 
and then in the following 
months, we’ll get support 
in the surrounding neigh-
borhoods as well.”

The appreciation din-
ner also served as a 
look-back at the previous 
year’s activities, includ-
ing the refinement of 
the memorial design, a 
preliminary version of 
which was unveiled last 
fall. The committee is 
also planning a somber 
50th year commemora-
tion on April 26 to mark 
the anniversary of the 

fall of Saigon. The team 
hopes it will also create a 
temporary installation on 
Town Field this summer.

Annie Le, director of 
Boston Little Saigon Cul-
tural District, said that 
“it is important to talk 
to our neighbors about 
why this is important 
and why it’s important to 
us,” she said. “We need to 
take the message outside 
of our community, the 
Vietnamese community. 
It’s important we’re seen 
in the community and in 
the history books, and not 
just in our own personal 
memories.”

Other partners that 

spoke up in support of the 
memorial project includ-
ed Hiep Chu, treasurer of 
the Fields Corner Civic 
Association, and Khang 
Nguyen, director of the 

Vietnamese American 
Community of Massachu-
setts; Fields Corner Main 
Streets; UMass Boston 
Asian American studies 
program; Asian Ameri-
can Resource Workshop; 

Fields Corner Branch 
Library’; VietAid; and 
ADSL. 

The 1975 Memorial 
Project team includes Vu, 
Tran, Linh-Phuong Vu, 
Kathy Le, Debbie Nguy-
enm, Tommy Nguyen, 
and Loi Huynh.

Vietnamese community mobilizes
push for Town Field memorial site

Hiep Chu, treasurer of 
FCCA and a three-term 
former president, spoke 
to the large gathering 
about the best way to or-
ganize and get the mes-
sage out to the broader 
community and elected 
officials. 

Dorchester native Dr. 
Son Ca Lam represented 
a large contingent from 
UMass Boston’s Asian 
American Studies Pro-
gram, who have been ed-
ucational and research 
advisors to the project.

Van Nguyen said he is 
very excited about the 
memorial and plans to 
advocate for it in the 
coming months.

Seth Daniel photos

Ready to advocate for the 1975 Memorial Project are Jenny Nguyen, Thanh 
Nguyen, Hoang Nguyen, Elizabeth Nguyen, and Harry Dao.

Project Cultural Advisors include Hung Vu, Ban Dinh, Khang Nguyen, and 
Khanh Bui.

A contingent of city representatives attended the gathering on Saturday, 
including Mid-Dorchester liaison Anthony Nguyen, Vietnamese liaison Kevin 
Tran, Bianca Rose, Cultural Affairs Director Alexandra Valdez, Jean Julien, 
and Planning Department members Taylor Mayes and Ben Zenkeler.

Community members Vu Tran, Anny Thach, Sam Lê Shave, and Kim Phan are 
in full support of the 1975 Memorial team.

The Circle of Vietnamese Parents had a large contingent at the dinner.

Bryan Mah handed out commemorative chopsticks 
from the memorial project that represent ‘balance’ 
and ‘togetherness.’

The lively gathering of hundreds from the community featured entertainment, 
organizing, and strategy – as well as a great social time courtesy of Saigon 
Seafood on Adams Street.
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Carpentry, Roofing, Gutters  

 

KERRY CONSTRUCTION, INC.

617 825 0592

Fully
Licensed
& Insured

Decks & Porches
Windows & Doors

Snow Plowing
Sanding & Salting

State Inspection  | Brakes | Alignment  |  Exhaust  |  Suspension    
Engines  |  Tires  |  Electrical and Electronic Diagnostics

HANNIBAL 
Auto 
Repair

2 LOCATIONS

21 Victory Rd.   |  617-825-1325
321 Adams St.  |  617-436-8828

HannibalAuto@hotmail.com

DUFFY
AsPhALt shiNgLes • RubbeR RooFiNg

• coPPeR woRK • sLAte • gutteRs  
• chimNeYs

Fully Insured
Free Estimates

State Reg.
#100253617-296-0300

ROOFING CO., INC.

duffyroofing.com

DUCTLESS MINI-SPLIT A/C & HEAT PUMP
INSTALLATION, SALES & SERVICE

VINH’S TV
1409 Dorchester Ave., Dorchester, MA 02122

617-282-7189
Repair: Televisions (all models)
Computers (Laptops, Desktops)

Games Consoles: PS3, PS4, PS5 & XBox 
Bose Radio & CD systems

(special HDMI port replacement. Same day service.
DVD transfer from video tapes (VCR tape, DV tape)

Transfer video and pictures from iPhone, iPad to DVD, USB
Open Mon.-Sat. - 9-5. Closed Sunday

Mass State License #9963  34 years service in town

Harborskyline LLC  25 Wolcott St LLC  25 Wolcott St Dorchester 12/27/24 $1,000,000
Devane, Tyler  Heatley, Linda M  17 Wenlock Rd #17 Dorchester 12/27/24 580,000
All Properties LLC  Beaudet, Douglas S  238-240 Norwell St Dorchester 12/24/24 290,000
1576 Rt Dorchester, Charles C 7-Eleven Inc  1576-1580 Dorchester Ave Dorchester 12/23/24 3,145,000
Alexander, Marvin  Lund, Joanne  64 Topliff St Dorchester 12/23/24 1,210,000
Valencia, Victoria  Palana, David J  46 Adams St #C4 Dorchester 12/23/24 285,000
Nguyen, Maria T  Dacorta Rose M Est Hoy, Peter J 19 Dracut St Dorchester 12/23/24 510,000
Philippe, Homere P Suffrin, Adrien Philippe, Jean F  60 Callender St Dorchester 12/23/24 631,000
28 Saint Margaret St Rt Truong, Loc Nguyen, Hau T  28 Saint Margaret St Dorchester 12/27/24 1,037,500
Bowen, Robert  Mundy, Lorence  701 Adams St #10 Dorchester 12/27/24 360,000
Osis, Paul  Cardosa, Haracy  12 Blackwell St Dorchester 12/27/24 795,000
Susana, Tuyen  24 Ventura LLC  24 Ventura St Dorchester 12/26/24 920,000
Lafond, Sultana  Francois, Robert J Francois, Maie J 32 Goodale Rd Mattapan 12/27/24 150,000
Olszewski, Daniel P Gauthier, Madeline M Saddler, Siobhan M  1 Popes Hill St #1 Dorchester 12/27/24 635,000
Db Housing Inc  Hennigan, Maura A  14-16 W Cottage St Dorchester 12/23/24 1,237,500
Ledoux, Josette C Giza, Alexandra M K&c Properties LLC  32 Saxton St #2 Dorchester 12/24/24 710,000
Sanghrajka, Rushit R  Sutherland, Leah  54 Bloomfield St #2 Dorchester 12/24/24 479,000

Copyrighted material previously published in Banker & Tradesman, a weekly trade newspaper.  It is reprinted with permission from the publisher,  The Warrren Group, thewarrengroup.com

 Buyer  Seller  Address   Date  Price
Local Real Estate Transactions

DORCHESTER PRESCHOOL
10 Pre-school spots opening

2 yrs. 9 mos. to 5 yr. olds  
   7:30-4:30

   617-265-2665
Spanish- Speaking Teacher

email: dorchesterpreschool@yahoo.com
281A Neponset Avenue, Dorchester   Lic. #291031

Vouchers 

Accepted

   HANDY HANDS
       MAINTENANCE & GENERAL SERVICES

                     Telephone: 857-800-2333
Free Estimates
• Friendly Service

We aim to work within your budget
No job too small

Minor Interior Painting
Minor Interior Carpentry
Minor Plumbing
Minor Assembly Work
Light Bulb Replacement
Electrical Work by Referral
Door Lock & Handle Replacement
Odd Jobs
Wall Picture and Mirror Hanging (up to 20 lbs.)
House Furniture Rearrangement Assistance
Minor Tree Limb & Branch Cutting

24 HOUR 24 HOUR 
VOICEMAILVOICEMAIL

 

 

 Residential and Commercial Contract and Service 
There is a right way…the Narrow Way 

 

          Excellence is second only to Integrity 
617-436-5229  217 Norfolk St., 02124 
Master Lic. #10801 service@narrowway.com                                

Cedar Grove Cemetery 
Seeking Part-time Team Member 

Cedar Grove Cemetery 
920 Adams Street 

A great opportunity to work 2-4 days a week with flexible hours in a 
pleasant historic cemetery, located in Lower Mills.  

Experience with QuickBooks, Microsoft Office are required. The ideal 
candidate will have strong customer service skills. 
Dorchester Center, MA 02124 

*If interested contact Tony Paciulli at tpaciulli@outlook.com

HELP WANTED Pressley, Keating will skip
next Monday’s inauguration

US Reps. Ayanna Press-
ley and Bill Keating say 
they will not attend 
President-elect Donald 
Trump’s and Vice Presi-
dent JD Vance’s inaugura-
tions next Monday on the 
steps of the US Capitol. 
The date, which is also the 
Martin Luther King Jr. 
federal holiday, is dictated 
by the 20th Amendment 
to the US Constitution, 
and only allows for the 
ceremony to shift if Jan. 
20 falls on a Sunday.

The congresswoman 
plans to spend the long 
weekend in Massachu-
setts “at community 
events that feed our col-
lective soul and re-com-
mit us to building a future 
rooted in love,” she said in 
a statement last Tuesday.

“As we prepare to mit-
igate the most harmful 
and hateful policy de-
cisions that will come 
from the Trump White 
House, I will be in the 
Massachusetts 7th to help 
organize and mobilize 
our collective power that 
honors Dr. King’s vision 
of justice and equity for 
everyone who calls Mas-
sachusetts and America 
home,” she said.

Pressley’s office says 
the congresswoman will 
host an event in Boston 
honoring King’s legacy 
and giving community 
members tools to protect 
themselves against “the 

harm of the incoming 
administration.” The 
office said more details 
about the event will be 
announced soon.

Keating said in a state-
ment that his “decision to 
not attend the inaugura-
tion is out of respect for 
the men and women of 
the Capitol Police who 
were attacked at the very 
site of the inauguration 
itself while protecting 
members of Congress and 
the peaceful transfer of 
power” in 2021.

He added that while 
he respects that Trump 
won the election, com-
ing from “a family of 
police officers” and his 
more than a decade as a 
district attorney affected 
his choice.

Fellow Democrats and 
Massachusetts congres-
sional members Sen. 
Elizabeth Warren, Reps. 
Katherine Clark, Lori 
Trahan, Jim McGovern, 
Seth Moulton, Richard 
Neal, Jake Auchincloss, 
and Stephen Lynch told 
WBUR they plan to at-
tend the inaugural cer-
emony.

This article was origi-
nally published on Jan. 
7 by WBUR, a media 
partner of the Reporter.

Ayanna Pressley
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By SEth daniEl
nEwS Editor

More than 52 organizations, 
led by the Fields Corner-based 
Asian American Resource 
Workshop (AARW), are con-
tinuing to call on President 
Biden and Gov. Healey to 
protect immigrant and refugee 
communities ahead of the Jan. 
20 inauguration of Donald 
Trump.

A Dec. 13 rally at the JFK 
Federal Building downtown 
urged state and federal lead-
ers to end cooperation with 
the Department of Home-
land Security (DHS) and the 
Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE) and also 
provide pardons and clemency 
for those at risk of detention 

or deportation, one of whom, 
Dorchester resident Lan Le, 
whose was present at the rally 
and whose case was profiled in 
The Reporter last September. 

As a refugee from Vietnam 
who came to Dorchester in 
the 1980s, she faces potential 
deportation due to a felony 
conviction and jail sentence 
that played out in the 1990s. 
She was marked for removal 
due to a 1996 law passed under 
the Clinton Administration.

“This is a matter of life or 
death for millions of immi-
grants and refugees who will 
be targeted by the Trump 
administration,” says Nicole 
Eigbrett, co-executive director 
of Dorchester’s AARW. “From 
the moment the outcome of 

the November election was 
clear, President Biden and 
Governor Healey needed to 
take decisive action to defend 
our communities from further 
criminalization and deporta-
tion. There is no more time 
for excuses, scapegoating, or 
political games.”

AARW’s Dianara Rivera said 
the rally was originally planned 
to address Le’s case, a public 
effort dubbed ‘Lan’s Fight to 
Stay.’ However, they realized 
that hundreds were in the 
same position, and expanded 
the action to other refugee and 
immigrant groups.

“People like Lan and her 
community are scared, espe-
cially since a lot of folks in 
this position weren’t allowed 

to vote,” she said. “Whatever 
happened, they had to be okay 
with it…They now have to go 
about their lives, and they’re 
scared but they know they have 
to move forward.”

She noted that Biden still has 
time to pardon folks like Le, 
particularly in the southeast 
Asian refugee community. “He 
pardoned his son, Hunter, and 
other immigrant and refugee 
communities…and now is the 
time to pardon our communi-
ties,” she said.

On Tuesday, Congresswom-
an Ayanna Pressley urged 
Biden to continue to issue 
pardons and clemency for 
those like Le before the Jan. 
20 inauguration, calling it an 
“urgent” situation.

At the end of 2024, you might have 
mapped out financial goals for the new 
year—to save more, spend smarter, or 
stick to a budget. Whether you made 
New Year’s resolutions, pasted images 
on a vision board or crunched numbers 
on a balance sheet, you likely started 
the year with high hopes and big plans. 

As we step into 2025, now is the 
perfect time to solidify your plans and 
take steps to help you achieve those 
goals. Starting strong can set the tone 
for the entire year.

Ivan Cutts Jr., a Community Manager 
with JPMorganChase in Mattapan, 
offers six dos and don’ts about financial 
planning and management that can 
help you achieve a fresh start in 2025 
and get closer to reaching your goals. 

1) DO create a budget 
One common financial mistake 
is not having a budget at all. 
Remaining in the dark about your 
spending can limit your ability to 
save for important goals like a 
car, a home or your retirement. 
If you don’t know what you’re 
spending, there’s a good chance 
you may be spending too much.  

2) DON’T leave your budget up  
 to chance 

Using guesswork when trying 
to allocate your monthly budget 
can lead to overestimating or 

underestimating how much to 
allot toward each budgeting 
category. This may set you up 
for failure. Taking a month to 
assess and identify your spending 
patterns may help to establish 
a baseline as you’re setting your 
budget. 

3) DO track your spending
Get to know your spending 
by creating a monthly budget 
tracker. You can then review your 
spending and track it in a monthly 
budget worksheet.  Over time, 
you can adjust which budgeting 
categories to cut back spending 
on. Expenses can fluctuate month 
to month, so be prepared to shift 
gears whenever necessary.  

4) DON’T put wants 
 and needs in the same  
 category

A common error beginner 
budgeters can make is mistaking 
“wants” for “needs.” Needs are 
essential items like utility bills, 
rent or mortgage payments, and 
groceries. These are things you 

need to live. Wants, on the other 
hand, are non-essential expenses 
like dining out or entertainment. It 
may still be possible to find room 
in your budget to accommodate 
a few luxuries, but being honest 
with yourself about what’s truly 
necessary may help you avoid this 
budgeting mishap. 

5) DO keep it simple
The idea of listing every single 
expenditure for a month might 
seem daunting, but you don’t 
have to go that far. It can be 
helpful to create a budget that 
works for you, which includes 
making it manageable enough to 
take on in the first place. If you’re 
just starting out, create just a 
handful of budgeting categories 
to help keep things simple. 

6) DON’T skip the   
 emergency fund

Life is unpredictable and having 
an emergency fund to pay for 
unplanned expenses may help 
you during that time. Without it, 
you may have to dip into long-

term savings or use a credit card 
if the unexpected arises. Creating 
an emergency fund doesn’t have 
to be  intimidating. When you’re 
making your budget, include a 
monthly line item for emergency 
fund contributions. This can help 
build up your reserves over time. 
Many bank accounts even let you 
automate these emergency fund 
deposits.

The bottom line
Starting the new year with a clear 

plan can set you up for success, and 
budgeting is a powerful tool to help you 
achieve your financial goals.

Start tracking your spending now to 
set up your budget for the year and be 
aware of common budgeting mistakes. 
It’s never too early – or too late – to get 
back on the road to financial freedom.  

For informational/educational purposes 
only: Views and strategies described in 
this article or provided via links may 
not be appropriate for everyone and 
are not intended as specific advice/
recommendation for any business. 
Information has been obtained from 
sources believed to be reliable, but 
JPMorgan Chase & Co. or its affiliates 
and/or subsidiaries do not warrant its 
completeness or accuracy. The material 
is not intended to provide legal, tax, 
or financial advice or to indicate the 
availability or suitability of any JPMorgan 
Chase Bank, N.A. product or service. You 
should carefully consider your needs and 
objectives before making any decisions and 
consult the appropriate professional(s). 
Outlooks and past performance are not 
guarantees of future results. JPMorgan 
Chase & Co. and its affiliates are not 
responsible for, and do not provide or 
endorse third party products, services, or 
other content.

Deposit products provided by 
JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A. Member 
FDIC. Equal Opportunity Lender. 

 © 2025 JPMorgan Chase & Co.

Did You Set Financial Goals for 2025?
Here’s How to Stay on Track

As we step into 2025, 
now is the perfect time 
to solidify your plans 
and take steps to help 
you achieve those 
goals. Starting strong 
can set the tone for the 
entire year.

Sponsored content by JPMorgan Chase

Dot group urging pardons of refugees at-risk of deportations 

Dorchester native Lan Le, who 
has been fighting to stay in the 
United States after a felony 
conviction in the 1990s put 
her in peril of being removed.

Photo courtesy AARW
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The mayor makes the 
case that the new hires 
have been essential to 
improving an array of 
services, including roles 
that were left depleted or 
unfilled during the Covid 
years. 

Importantly, the 17F 
response does not include 
hires made for the Boston 
Public Schools and so-
called “quasi” agencies, 
like the former Boston 
Planning and Develop-
ment Agency, which are 
not part of the “general 
fund” of the city budget, 
and therefore not covered 
in the Council’s request. 

Following are some of 
the key statements the 
mayor included in her 
letter to the councillors: 

• The total new sala-
ry cost of the 301 new 
positions is roughly 0.6 
percent of Boston’s FY25 
operating budget. Most of 
those jobs were filled in 
the first two years of her 
administration— 112 in 
2022 and 135 in 2023—a 
time when the city was 
still rebuilding staffing 
levels from the Covid 
pandemic and “multiple 
mayoral administration 
changes” that created va-
cancies that Wu and her 
team hustled to fill. New 
hires slowed in 2024, with 
54 new positions filled.

• The largest slice 
(23 percent) of the 301 
hires— 67 individuals — 
belong to the “Basic City 
Services” category, which 
include positions like 911 
operators, street cleaners 
known as “hokeys” who 
have doubled on Wu’s 
watch in an effort to im-
prove sanitation across 
the neighborhoods, and 
more 311 operators 
tasked with fielding and 

responding to constitu-
ent complaints.

• Human service jobs— 
including librarians and 
support staff for BCYF 
community centers and 
a new veterans’ liaison— 
accounted for roughly 13 
percent of the new hires; 
public safety jobs— in-
cluding a new Fire De-
partment cadet program 
and a coordinator for 
citywide emergency pre-
paredness – accounted 
for roughly 13 percent 
as well.

• The rates of job 
growth at City Hall in 
2022 and 2023 were 
roughly 1.4 percent and 
1.7 percent, respectively, 
which Wu officials say 
mirrors the municipal 
growth rate of 1.5 percent 
reported nationally by 
the US Census bureau.

A full breakdown of 
specific departments and 
sectors is available for 
review in the letter, which 
The Reporter obtained 
and posted at its website, 
DotNews.com.

“The personnel in-
vestments that we have 
made are necessary to 
city operations,” said 
Alex Lawrence, the chief 
People Officer for the city 
who spoke to The Re-
porter this week. “They 
are things that provide 
incredibly important 
services that our constit-
uents rely on. And a lot of 
them are things that are 
cost effective in the long 
run. They are positions 
where we’ve either had 
deferred maintenance or 
there were places where 
we weren’t [providing] 
acceptable service levels.

She added: “The over-
all story that we’re tell-
ing in this response to 
the 17F is that in in-

vestments in personnel, 
which make up a very, 
very, very small fraction 
of the overall budget, are 
incredibly responsible 
investments that help 
provide critical services 
for our residents.”

In some instances, the 
Wu team argues, the 
surge in new hires early 
in her term reflected 
the need to “catch up” 
on services that were 
suspended or reduced 
during the pandemic, like 
staff at BCYF community 
centers.

Among the new hires, 
for example, are em-
ployees whose focus is 
on facility maintenance 
in city-owned buildings, 
jobs that Wu’s team says 
were typically outsourced 
to contractors in previous 
administrations. 

José Massó, the city’s 
chief of Human Services, 
whose oversight includes 
community centers, said 
the result has been better 
response times to make 
needed repairs.

“It has added to the 
efficiency in terms of the 
speed on which things 
got fixed,” he said. “We 
quickly identified in the 
summer of ’22 how many 
of the facilities were im-
pacted due to deferred 
maintenance.”

As a result of new 
permanent hires, Massó 
said, “we’ve seen a lot of 
our on-site issues be rem-
edied much quicker than 
they were in the past.”

He added: “It has also 
allowed us to be able to 
focus on other key areas 
of property management. 
We’re now able to focus 
on pools, for example, and 
we’re able to bring the 
expertise in that specific 
area… And so with fo-

Wu tells councillors that jobs she has added 
boosted basic services and public safety needs

Gov. Healey last week 
signed into law the 
Boston home rule pe-
tition that allows local 
officials to significant-
ly stiffen penalties for 
non-criminal violations 
of city ordinances, her 
office said. 

Boston now has the au-
thority to impose fines of 
up to $2,000 for property 
owners, landlords, and 
small businesses that 
violate the city’s sanitary 
code under the new law 
(H 4507).

For now, fees are capped 
at $300, which elected 
leaders say fails to deter 

repeat offenders and curb 
the city’s rodent problem.

“Many large corpo-
rate property owners 
and developers remain 
unfazed by the current 
fines, treating them as a 
negligible cost of doing 
business. This has al-
lowed violations to accu-
mulate over months and 
even years, with the most 
egregious landlords often 
being among the worst 
offenders,” Jesse Purvis, 
director of policy for City 
Council President Ruth-
zee Louijeune, previously 
told the News Service.

City leaders are allowed 

to adjust the maximum 
fine for inflation every 
five years, and the new 
fine hike won’t immedi-
ately impact violators.

In his written testimo-
ny for the bill, sponsor 
Rep. Kevin Honan had 
said that individual “or-
dinances establishing 
those fines for specific 
violations will need to be 
separately approved by 
the Boston City Council 
and Mayor of Boston.”

–ALISON KUZNITZ/
SHNS

Healey signs law that hikes 
price of fines in city code

Voting starts this week 
in the City of Boston’s 
new participatory budget 
process, which will result 
in the distribution of $2 
million in city funds to 
five projects. 

There are fourteen 
finalists in the running 
for the top five slots with 
proposals ranging from 
new supports for those 
struggling with addiction 
and rental assistance 
funds to teens and young 
adults to rat control. 

The finalists were win-
nowed from more than 
1,000 ideas gathered last 

year through the newly 
created Office of Partic-
ipatory Budgeting. The 
online voting will take 
place between Wed., Jan. 
15, and Sat., Feb. 15.

“We’re excited to have 
residents vote on these 
initiatives to help drive 
how the city can deliver 
on the issues that matter 
most in our neighbor-
hoods,” said Mayor Wu. 
“Thank you to every 
community member who 
shared an idea and got 
involved to shape our 
work.”

The winning projects 

will be awarded funds to 
begin work this spring, 
according to the mayor’s 
office. 

Voters must be Bos-
ton residents age 11 or 
older and can only vote 
once. Go to boston.gov/
departments/participa-
tory-budgeting/ideas-ac-
tion to read about the 
finalists and vote.

–REPORTER STAFF

Bostonians can choose five 
winners in city’s first-ever 
‘participatory budget’ election

(Continued from page 1) cused intention, focused 
investments from this 
administration we’ve to 
be able to respond to the 
challenges that Covid 
presented.”

The improved staffing 
levels, Massó said, also 
means more accessible 
hours for city residents 
at facilities like commu-
nity centers and library 
branches. “If we invest 
in staff, what that allows 
us to do means we can 
increase the amount of 
hours in which they can 
access our resources,” 
he noted. “That means 
that we can increase the 
amount of days that they 
can access our resources. 
So even if it’s not struc-
tured programming, just 
to share fact that we have 
a safe welcome space for 
them to be able to join is 
added value.”

Mike Brohel ,  the 
superintendent of Ba-
sic City Services, pointed 
to the hiring of 15 addi-
tional “hokeys” under his 
department as another 
investment that has 
helped the Wu adminis-
tration deliver on constit-
uent services.

“With that workforce 
going from what was 
about 7 to 8 to now 21 or 
22, which is significant 
[in that] every neighbor-
hood gets a hokey” and 
extra cleaners who focus 
on main streets and busi-

ness districts has helped 
the city improve response 
times and closure rates 
on complaints, Brohel 
said. 

“These 15 hokeys are 
part of a team that … 
resolve cases, whether 
it be a dead squirrel, a 
dumped mattress, any 
types of trash. They’re 
able to respond to it and 
case gets closed out. 

The turnaround time, 
he said, “is both quick 
but also thorough. We’re 
averaging right now less 
than one day to close 
out a request for street 
cleaning. You’re just able 
to resolve things faster. 
You’re able to get that 
resolution, that case clo-
sure, that much faster.”

That three full-time ar-
borists have been added 
to the city payroll, he said, 
not only improves re-
sponsiveness to resident 
tree requests, but the 
hirings also can improve 
performance.

“You’ve got city em-
ployees, city residents 
invested in doing the 
work,” said Brohel. “I 
would challenge anyone 
to watch that work and 
see that square and see 
that main thoroughfare 
and watch the pride that 
a person takes and watch 
them interact with their 
colleagues and watch 
them look at a career 
ladder.”

The Wu letter is careful 
to note that funding for 
new positions was “ap-
propriated during the 
regular budgetary pro-

cess and vetted and voted 
on by the City Council.”

In a response sent to 
the Reporter on Tuesday, 
Councillor Erin Murphy 
said she remained con-
cerned about the may-
or’s personnel spending 
“particularly when it 
comes to the balance be-
tween middle and upper 
management roles versus 
entry-level jobs.”

“While these positions 
may serve important 
functions, they do not 
address the critical need 
to expand entry-level 
roles that provide resi-
dents with an opportu-
nity to gain a foothold 
in stable city jobs,” said 
Murphy, who called for a 
“re-evaluation of hiring 
priorities.”

District 3 Councillor 
John FitzGerald, who 
represents a large section 
of Dorchester, said he was 
still reviewing elements 
of the plan.

“I appreciate all the 
work that went into cre-
ating this report,” Fitz-
Gerald told The Reporter. 
“Our job is to always 
make sure the citizens’ 
tax dollars are going to 
provide the services they 
most need.

“There are some good 
services in here, so it’s 
always important to ask 
these questions.”

To read the full report, 
including a breakdown of 
new positions and sala-
ries, go to DotNews.com.

MARTIN LUTHER
KING, JR. DAY

~ Senator Nick Collins  

January 20, 2025

Honoring his legacy 
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CONNECT THE DOT:
BGCD Young Professionals Board & 
Lower Mills Tavern to Host “Tavern 
Takeover” - January 30th: Join BGCD’s 
Young Professionals Board and Lower 
Mills Tavern for the Tavern Takeover 
on January 30th from 7-10pm.  Enjoy 
music by Boston’s own Dylan Burke, 
raffles, appetizers and a cash bar 
with proceeds benefiting BGCD’s 
members and families. This is a great 
opportunity to learn more about BGCD 
and network with some up and coming 
leaders. Tickets are $25 and can be 
purchased at bit.ly/bgcdtakeover25. 
Tickets include a door prize entry to 
win 2 tickets to the Marathon Day 
Red Sox Game (April 21, Right Field 
Box 2, Row C)! This is a 21+ event. A 
special thank you to Brian O’Donnell 
of Lower Mills Tavern for his generosity 
and support of this event! For more 
information on Young Professionals, 
please contact Hailey Cummings at 
hcummings@bgcdorchester.org.

FIND OUT WHAT’S INSIDE: 
BGCD Family Engagement Series 
Continues with Vision Board 
Making: As part of Boys & Girls Clubs 
of Dorchester’s Family Engagement 
Series, we kicked off the new year 
with an inspiring and creative Vision 
Board-making activity that was open to 
members and their guardians. Hosted 
by Rosa Shouder, our L.I.F.T. Program 
Director, this event was an opportunity 
for everyone to reflect on their goals, 
dreams, and aspirations for 2025. It 
was a fantastic way to start the new 
year on a positive and motivated note! 
Thank you to all who attended this 
fun activity. Our Family Engagement 
Series will continue with an exciting 
Ski Trip in February. We look forward 
to all of the exciting events that we 
will be part of this special series. For 
more information about this series 
and upcoming events, please contact 
Waverly Williams at wwilliams@
bgcdorchester.org

DID YOU KNOW: 
BGCD Marr-Lins Swim Team Hosts 
Yawkey Club for Season Ending 
Dual Meet: The Marr-lin Swim Team 
at Boys & Girls Clubs of Dorchester 
had the honor of hosting the Yawkey 
Boys & Girls Club of Roxbury for one of 
the final dual meets of the season. It 
was an exciting meet with swimmers 
from both teams bringing their 
A-game, showcasing incredible skill, 
determination, and sportsmanship 
throughout each event. 

The Marr-lins are now finishing up the 
regular season and preparing for the 
2-day League Championship Meet 
being held at the Worcester Boys & 
Girls Club at the end of January. We’re 
so proud of the dedication and hard 
work of all our athletes this season!

For information on BGCD’s Aquatics 
program, please contact Rachel Hurt at 
rhurt@bgcdorchester.org.

 

BGCD Family Engagement Series Continues with Vision Board Making: 
See details below.

 

BGCD Young Professionals Board & Lower Mills Tavern to Host “Tavern 
Takeover” - January 30th: See details below.

                      BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS OF DORCHESTERBOYS & GIRLS CLUBS OF DORCHESTER      

617.288.7120 | 1135 Dorchester Ave.  | www.bgcdorchester.org 

UPCOMING EVENTS

Elevate Youth Wachusett Trip
January 18

Keystone Cupcakes for Caring Event
January 20

Family Engagement Ski Trip
January 25 

Marr-lins Swim Championship Meet
January 25 & 26

Milk Street Teen Cooking Series
January 27

Young Professionals Event @
Lower Mills Tavern

January 30

7.00% APY CD7.00% APY CD

Lucky Lucky 7%7%

12 Month CD Term | Up to $5,000 | Dividend Rate 6.77%

What areYOU saving for?

Medford | Everett | Winchester | Plymouth | Dorchester | Norwood

(781) 905 - 1500 | memberspluscu.org

**

APY = Annual Percentage Yield. APY effective 10/07/2024. Limited-time offer. $500.00 minimum deposit required, up to maximum deposit of $5,000.00.
New Money Only. Existing members must use promo code LUCKY7CD for accounts opened online. New money is considered funds deposited at MPCU for the
first time and not previously on deposit at MPCU within the last 30 calendar days. Re-occurring direct deposits or other ACH deposits do not qualify as new
money. A minimum average monthly balance of at least $2,500.00 in a share and/or checking account combined is required to earn the stated APY. If your
minimum average monthly balance falls below $2,500, then the APY will automatically change to the lower 12 Month CD APY. A withdrawal or fee will reduce
earnings. CDs and Individual Retirement Accounts (IRAs) are fixed-rate accounts and will remain in effect until maturity. Early withdrawal penalties may be
imposed. Interest compounded daily and paid monthly. NCUA insures up to $250,000; MSIC insures all excess shares and deposits above the federal
insurance limit of $250,000. Limited to one (1) Lucky 7% CD per member.
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Financial help

Low premiums

Access to care

No matter where you are in your career or life—whether you’ve just graduated, are
oon a budget, have lost your health coverage, or are self-employed—we have plans 
for every stage of life. Plans from the Massachusetts Health Connector provide 
access to care, protecting you from big bills if you are sick or injured. Our low-cost 
plans ooer annual check-ups, wellness programs, and screenings at no extra cost. 
Financial help is also available. Easily compare plans with the Massachusetts Health 
Connector and find the best plan for your right now. 

Visit MAhealthconnector.org or call 1-877-MA-ENROLL. 

COVERAGE FOR 
EVERY STAGE OF 
YOUR LIFE

OPEN
ENROLLMENT
RUNS FROM
NOVEMBER 1
UNTIL JANUARY 23

2025
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than what had been projected earlier by city officials. 
One feature added by Wu to the new home rule 
petition was an increase in the tax exemption for 
low-income seniors, from $500 to $1,500. The ceiling 
for eligibility would also be raised to 50 percent of 
the Area Median Income ($114,000 for a household 
of one in 2024). Similar tax relief was proposed in 
a petition filed on Jan. 8 by District 4 (Dorchester/
Mattapan) Councillor Brian Worrell, partly aimed 
at seniors he described as house-rich and cash-poor. 
“We hear this all the time,” Worrell said, “grandma, 
grandpa, or mom and dad bought the house back in 
the seventies, and they bought the house when it was 
$100,000 or $50,000, and they never imagined that 
they would be owning a million-dollar asset — and 
they have then retired since they have bought that 
home. And now that they have bought that home and 
then retired, they’re nowhere near making the amount 
of money to maintain or keep up with the taxes.” 
Worrell is also co-sponsoring a home rule petition 
filed in December by Councillor At-Large Erin 
Murphy to increase the exemption for owner-oc-
cupants of residential property from 35 percent 
of its assessed value to as much as 40 percent. 
“In a time of rising housing costs and financial pres-
sures, expanding the residential exemption is a crucial 
step toward keeping Boston affordable and avoiding 
displacement,” Murphy wrote in a post announcing 
on the measure on Facebook.

Another new feature of Wu’s petition is a fallback 
in case in case her proposed tax burden shift between 
property classes fails once again to get approval. In 
that case, the city could give rebates to taxpayers with 
the residential exemption in the current fiscal year. 
The money would come from “surplus funds” that 
would have to be appropriated by the City Council. 
The Boston Municipal Research Bureau reacted to the 
fallback in a post on Facebook, saying, it was “pleased 
to see Mayor Wu’s interest in the tax relief proposal we 
put forward eight months ago focused on homeowners 
who cannot afford their property tax increase. We en-
courage the Mayor and City Council to pursue it along 
with smaller spending increases in the FY26 budget.” 
Last October, Wu Administration officials were 
still using “preliminary” figures to estimate that, 
without passage of the home rule petition, the tax 
bills for the 3rd quarter of fiscal year 2024-25—
mailed by Jan. 1 of this year—would increase for 
the owner-occupant of a single-family home by an 
average of almost 28 percent. The figure represents 
one half of the increase that was not billed during 
the two previous quarters, with the remainder of 
the increase to be billed in the 4th quarter. Had the 
measure been approved at the State House, the spike 
in the 3rd quarter for the same taxpayers, accord-
ing to city officials, would have been only been 9.9 
percent, slightly less than half the current figure. 
Based on the final figures from the city’s revaluation, 
which is required by state law every five years, the 
tax bills for the same owners ended up increasing 
by 10.4 percent for the fiscal year, but consolidated 
in bills for the last two quarters as an increase of 
almost 21 percent. 

In a letter supporting the new home rule petition, 
Wu added that the average annual increase for 
all types of residential property was 14.9 percent, 
with the two quarterly bills going up by almost 
30 percent. Officials have warned that some of 
these increases would be passed on to renters. 
When business groups backed off from support-
ing the earlier home rule measure, they noted 
that the residential tax increases based on final 
valuation figures announced in December were 
in line with increases in previous years. But Wu 
argued that the failure to approve the home rule 
measure still led to more residential owners being 
faced with a “significant increase” in their bills.  
“More than 55 percent of all residential property 
owners,” she wrote, “received a bill with an annual 
increase greater than 9 percent (or quarter-to-quar-
ter bill jump of more than 18 percent).” At the same 
time, according to the mayor, tax bills for commercial 
property decreased by an average of 3.4 percent, with 
a 7 percent drop for office buildings.

For individual property owners, the assessed values 
could be higher or lower, sometimes by significant 
amounts. For one “architecturally significant” late-
19th century home in Dorchester with six bedrooms, 
the assessed FY 2025 value increased over the 
2024 figure by $584,700 or 35.2 percent. Figures 
compiled by a local resident from the same neigh-
borhood showed many other homes with increases, 
and some with decreases, but by smaller amounts. 
District 3 (Dorchester) City Councillor John FitzGer-
ald said in an interview last week that he had been 
receiving “a lot of emails and calls” from constituents 
who questioned the revaluation figures, whose overall 
increases he characterized, by comparison with those 
from previous years, as “slightly above average.” 
He acknowledged that “obviously, the people who are 
calling are the folks who are upset at the increase 

in their taxes, but it’s not only just the increase 
in the taxes, which is basically just the tax rate 
and the valuation of your home; it’s the discrep-
ancies we’re seeing amongst all of the valuations.” 
In a follow-up interview Monday, FitzGerald said he 
had combined a measure of his own with a similar 
one filed earlier by Councillor Murphy to have the 
revaluation practices examined at a public hearing. 
“I think people are misdirecting their anger at the 
tax rate,” he concluded, “rather than the assessed 
value of their homes and how that came to be.” 
When asked about the greater residential burden 
without the mayor’s proposed tax shift, FitzGerald 
responded, “If the commercial base were to get its 
feet swept out from under it, and we were to help 
that process occur, all that would do is actually 
further drive up residential taxes in the future, 
when we’d have to shift more back to residential.” 
Even without the city getting new power to increase 
rates for commercial property, the sector’s overall 
value has dropped. According to the commercial 
real estate services firm Cushman & Wakefield, 
the overall office vacancy rate for Boston’s cen-
tral business district in the 4th quarter of 2024 
was 18.3 percent—compared with 4.7 percent for 
the same quarter in 2019. In its outlook, the firm 
predicted that asking rates would continue to fall 
in 2025, particularly for Downtown space, but less 
sharply, with a possible rebound starting in 2026.  
Gregory Maynard, the executive director of the Boston 

Policy Institute, emphasized the state of office prop-
erty values highlighted in the group’s report early 
last year and later at a City Council hearing. In an 
email Monday, he wrote, “Nothing proposed today 
addresses the enormous impact that falling office 
values are having on Boston’s budget. The reality is 
that Boston homeowners’ property taxes are going 
to rise as office values fall, unless Boston either finds 
a new source of growth or cuts the budget.”

In its January report, the Boston Municipal Re-
search Bureau observed, “The decline in commercial 
assessed values and the slowdown in commercial 
new growth are noteworthy and of concern for 
FY26 and beyond given Boston’s disproportionate 
reliance upon business property taxes to fund its 
budget.” See Page 10 for the Research Bureau’s report. 
In their campaign for state approval of a shift in 
the tax burden, city officials have repeatedly in-
sisted that there was no revenue shortfall, since 
they would always have the power to increase the 
tax levy each year by as much as 2½ percent, with 
no limit on additional revenue from new growth.  
But, according to the Research Bureau, Boston’s 
new growth revenue is down from last year’s record 
figure by 25.7 percent. As a result, the limit for the 
tax levy in the current fiscal year is expected to rise 
by 5.3 percent, instead of the 6.6 percent in the pre-
vious year. “The decline in new growth from FY24,” 
the report explained, “was driven by a substantial 
decrease in commercial new growth.”

MOH Income Restricted Rental Opportunity

150 River Street Village
A 62+ Senior Housing Opportunity
150 River Street, Mattapan, MA 02126

Six (6) Homeless Set-aside units will be filled through direct referral from HomeStart. For more information, please contact us at the email
address or phone number below. For direct referrals, please visit https://www.homestart.org/bostonhsa.

*Rent will be reduced by gas utility allowance with tenant payment.
**Minimum Incomes are set by owner + based on # of bedrooms + Area Median Income (AMI). Minimum incomes do not apply to households with housing
assistance (Section 8, MRVP, VASH, AHVP) or for the units in this development that include a project-based voucher.

Maximum Incomes
(set by HUD/MOH + based on household size + Area Median Income (AMI)

Household size 30% AMI 60% AMI 80% AMI

1 $34,260 $68,520 $91,200

2 $39,180 $78,360 $104,200

3 $44,070 $88,140 $117,250

4 $48,950 $97,920 $130,250

5 $52,890 $105,780 $140,700

6 $56,800 $113,640 $151,100

Applications are available during the application period for 42 days, from January 16, 2025 - February 27, 2025.

To fill out an application online, please visit bit.ly/BOSHousingLottery and select “RENTAL: 150 River Street Village (62+)”. 

To download a multilingual printable application please visit https://bit.ly/150RiverPDFApplications

To have a hard copy of the application mailed to your mailing address, please call 617-209-5451 | Relay 711 or email 
150RiverStreet@maloneyproperties.com.

Applications are available in person on the following days, dates, and times in the following place(s)

Day Date Time Location

Monday & Wednesday 1/16/25-2/27/25 10:00 - 6:00 PM Cote Village Apartments, 820 Cummins Highway, Mattapan, MA

Tuesday & Thursday 1/16/25-2/27/25 10:00 - 2:00 PM Cote Village Apartments, 820 Cummins Highway, Mattapan, MA

We will hold informational meetings on Thursday, January 30, 2025 at 12:00 PM located at Cote Village Apartments, 820 Cummins Highway,
Mattapan, MA and Thursday, February 13, 2025 at 5:00 PM located at Morville House, 100 Norway Street, Boston, MA. Join virtually, too,
through the following link: https://www.150RiverStreet.com.

DEADLINE: Applications must be submitted online or postmarked no later than February 27, 2025.
Mailed to: 150 River Street Lottery, Maloney Properties, Inc., 27 Mica Lane, 3rd Floor, Wellesley, MA 02481.

● Selection by Lottery.
● Asset & Use Restrictions apply.
● Preferences Apply.

For more information, language assistance, or reasonable accommodations for persons with disabilities please call 617-209-5451 | Relay 711 or
email 150RiverStreet@maloneyproperties.com.

6 units are Homeless Set-asides that are NOT in the lottery

# of Units # of
bedrooms

Estimated
Square
Footage

Rent* Maximum Income
Limit (Based on HH

Size + AMI %

# built out for
mobility

impairments

6 1 Bed 528-575 SF 30% of HH Income 30% 2

21 Income-restricted units IN THE LOTTERY

# of
Units

# of
bedrooms

Estimated
Square
Footage

Rent* Minimum
Income**

Maximum
Income Limit
(Based on HH
Size + AMI %)

# built out for
mobility

impairments

# built out for
hearing

impairments

1 Studio 392 30% of HH Income N/A 30% - -

4 1 Bed 516-574 30% of HH Income N/A 30% 2 -

1 Studio 440 $1,713 $51,390 60% - -

11 1 Bed 488-600 $1,836 $55,080 60% - 2

1 Studio 440 $1,998 $59,940 80% - -

3 1 Bed 600-672 $2,142 $64,260 80% - -

Mayor renews tax relief effort as steeper bills hit home
(Continued from page 1)
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RECENT OBITUARIES

415 Neponset Avenue
Dorchester, MA 02124
617-265-4100

Attorneys at Law
www.tevnan.com

TEVNAN TEVNAN
15 Broad Street, Ste. 800

Boston, MA 02109
617-423-4100

Cedar Grove Cemetery
A quiet place on the banks of the Neponset River 

Contact the office 
for information on 
the cost of burial 
needs,  memorial 
benches and me-
morial trees. The 
Cemetery office is 
open Monday – Fri-
day 8:00 to 4:00, 
and Saturday 8:00 
to noon. The Cem-
eter y grounds are 

open from year-round 7:00 am to 6:00 pm – weather 
permitting. 920 Adams St., Dorchester, MA 02124

920 Adams St., Dorchester, MA 02124    •    617-825-1360
Consecrated in 1868.  Non-Sectarian.

BOWLER, Isa-
iah Matthew, 19, of 
Dorchester. Son of Holly 
J. (Dodge) Surrell and 
her husband Jeremy H. 
Surrell of Manchester, 
New Hampshire, and 
Jonathan M. Bowler 
and his fiancé Carolyn 
Nelson of Dorchester. 
Brother of Elijah Bowler 
of Dorchester. Grandson 
of Lowell W. Bowler, Jr. 
and Barbara A. (Gaeh-
ring) Bowler of Dorches-
ter, and Carol Holden of 
Manchester, New Hamp-
shire. Isaiah is also sur-
vived by many aunts, 
uncles, and cousins. Do-
nations in Isaiah’s mem-
ory may be made to The 
Jimmy Fund at  jimmy-
fund.org.

COOPER, Dorothy 
Berry, 75, of Boston. 
She was the daughter of 
the late Henry and Nic-
ey Moore Berry. Wife of 
the  late Leon Cooper. 
She leaves  one daugh-

ter, Arnita (Leroy) Hey-
ward of Mattapan; two 
sisters, Bernice Young of 
Dorchester, and Earnes-
tine (Marion) Kea of Au-
gusta, GA; sister-in-law 
Levania (Henry) Berry 
of San Diego, CA; broth-
er-in-law Jack P. John-
son (Laura) of Dorches-
ter; one granddaughter, 
Elizabeth Dorothy Hey-
ward of Mattapan, and 
a host of nieces, neph-
ews, cousins and friends. 
Dorothy was a retired  
contracts officer for the 
Commonwealth of Mas-
sachusetts. 

CORMAN, Stephen 
“Steve”, 87, of Stam-
ford, CT, originally of  
Dorchester, and also 
Milton, Newton and 
Wellesley. Son to the 
late Barbara (Bishop) 
and Rueben “Robert” 
Corman. Mr. Corman 
was predeceased by his 
wife, Betsy. He is sur-

vived by his sisters, 
Janet Hoffman of Lake 
Worth Beach, FL and 
Irene “Renee” Thomas 
of Plymouth; and sis-
ter-in-law, Deborah Ru-
bin Cooper of Schuylkill 
Haven, PA. He also 
leaves behind many 
nieces and nephews; and 
many more grands and 
great-grandnieces and 
nephews. Steve enjoyed 
a very successful career 
as engineer for IBM for 
nearly 30 years. Upon 
his retirement, he start-
ed a second career of 
nearly 25 years in volun-
teerism and philanthro-
py, which he pursued 
alongside his wife. Their 
financial support was 
rarely unaccompanied 
by further contribution 
of their great time, tal-
ent and expertise. He 
established the Stephen 
and Betsy Corman Cen-
ter for Palliative Care 
and the Stephen Cor-
man Prostate Cancer 
Early Detection Initia-
tive at Greenwich Hospi-
tal. He also championed 
care in urology and on-
cology, as well as palli-
ative and hospice care 
though service with and 

support of many other 
organizations. Steve also 
supported a myriad of 
social causes. Donations 
in Steve’s memory may 
be made to any of the 
many organizations that 
he supported.

GRINDLEY, Helen 
L., of Milton, originally 
from Dorchester. Hel-
en was the daughter 
of the late John R. and 
Helen V. (Fallon) Grin-
dley and the sister of 
the late Joan Grindley.  
For many years, Helen 
taught third and fourth 
graders at the Rocham-
beau School and later 
retired from the Condon 
School in South Boston. 

HANKEY, Teresa 
C. of Dorchester.  She 
spent many decades as 
a paraprofessional at the 

McKinley Boston Public 
School.  Teresa was an 
Eucharistic Minister at 
St. Margaret’s Church 
and also taught Sunday 
school there for many 
years.   She is survived 
by her three children, 
Anne McCarthy and her 
husband Joseph McCar-
thy Jr., Barbara Hankey 
and her partner Francis 
O’Sullivan Sr., and Jo-
seph Hankey III and his 
partner Lisa Willdridge; 
her 5 grandchildren; and 
5 great-grandchildren.  
She is also survived by 
many nieces and neph-
ews. 

McGILLICUDDY, 
Robert J. “Bob”, 96, 
of Randolph, originally 
of Dorchester. Bob was 
the son of the late Leo 
F. and Mary C. (Phil-
brick) McGillicuddy. He 
was predeceased by his 
wife Frances E. “Fran” 
(Espinola) McGillicud-
dy. Bob was the father 
of James P. McGillicud-
dy of Quincy, John P. 
McGillicuddy and his 
wife, Kate of Reno, NV, 
Jeanne T. McGillicud-
dy of Randolph, Joseph 
P. McGillicuddy and his 
wife, Lynne of Mashpee, 
Joanne B. Fitzsimmons 
and her husband, Rob-
ert of Stratham, NH and 
Jeffrey P. McGillicuddy 
and his wife, Jennifer 
of Quincy. Grandfather 
of 10; great-grandfather 
of 9. He is the brother of 
David McGillicuddy of 
Quincy and the late Leo 
Paul McGillicuddy and 
Judith McGillicuddy. 
Member of Carpenters 
Local 67. Bob was the 
house carpenter at the 
Boston Globe. He served 
for many years as quar-
termaster and bus driv-
er for Drum and Bugle 
Corps, the Amvets Buc-
caneers in Randolph and 
the Pembroke Imperials. 
Should friends desire, 
memorial contributions 
may be made in his name 
to The Jimmy Fund, P.O. 
Box 849168, Boston, MA 
02284-9168, to St. Ber-
nadette Church, 1031 
No. Main St., Randolph, 
MA 02368 or to Boston 
Catholic Charities, 275 
West Broadway, Boston, 
MA 02127.

SHURIS, Robert A. 
Sr., “Chief”, of Quincy, 

formerly of Dorchester. 
Born in Arizona, he was 
the son of the late An-
thony Robert Shuris and 
Christine Shuris. He was 
the husband of the late 
Laura (Egan) and father 
to Robert A. Shuris Jr. 
and his fiancée Christine 
Connolly of Weymouth, 
Joseph Shuris of Quincy, 
Amanda Freeman and 
her children. Grand-
father to 1. Brother to 
Michael Shuris of Quin-
cy, Cheryl Davidson of 
Quincy, and Deborah 
Shuris of RI. His family 
also extended to include 
the mother of his chil-
dren and lifelong friend, 
Sandra Giammarco of 
Quincy, who, along with 
his children, survives 
him.  For over 40 years, 
Robert worked at the 
family shop  of A.R. Shu-
ris & Son’s in Dorches-
ter  and later when they 
relocated to Quincy. US 
Air Force veteran. 

VU, Dr. Hieu Khac, 
80, a devoted beloved 
member of the Dorches-
ter and Milton communi-
ties. Born in Quỳnh Côi, 
Vietnam, Hieu served 
patients in the Viet-
namese community in 
Dorchester. He married 
Ha Nguyen in 1986 and 
together, raised their 
three daughters as he 
established his career in 
the U.S. He opened a pri-
vate family practice on 
Dorchester Avenue with 
the help of his wife.  He 
was a longtime member 
of St. Ambrose Parish. 
Hieu is survived by his 
wife Ha; daughters The-
resa, Cecilia, and Cather-
ine, and their husbands; 
and three grandchildren 
along with countless 
family and friends. He is 
preceded by his parents 
and numerous siblings. 
Donations may be made 
to Saint Agatha Parish.

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE & FAMILY COURT 
SUFFOLK DIVISION

24 NEW CHARDON STREET
BOSTON, MA 02114

Docket No. SU24D1736DR
DIVORCE SUMMONS 

BY PUBLICATION and MAILING
MILKA ADAIRYS 

MORDAN MARCANO
vs.

ROBINSON HERRERA CARMONA
To the Defendant:

The Plaintiff has filed a Complaint for 
Divorce requesting that the Court grant 
a divorce for irretrievable breakdown. 
Grant him/her custody of the child(ren), 
order a suitable amount for support of the 
plaintiff and minor child(ren), any other 
relief that this Court deems fair and just. 
The Complaint is on file at the Court. 
An  Automatic Restraining Order has 
been entered in this matter preventing 
you from taking any action which would 
negatively impact the current financial 
status of either party. SEE Supplemental 
Probate Court Rule 411.

You are hereby summoned and 
required to serve upon: Milka Adairys 
Mordan Marcano, 16 Peacevale Rd., 
Apt. 3, Boston, MA 02124 your answer, 
if any, on or before 02/20/2025. If you 
fail to do so, the court will proceed to the 
hearing and adjudication of this action. 
You are also required to file a copy of 
your answer, if any, in the office of the 
Register of this Court.

Witness, HON. BRIAN J. DUNN, First 
Justice of this Court. 

Date: December 6, 2024
Stephanie L. Everett, Esq.

Register of Probate
Published: January 16, 2025

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND FAMILY COURT
SUFFOLK PROBATE AND FAMILY COURT

24 NEW CHARDON STREET
BOSTON, MA 02114

NOTICE AND ORDER:
PETITION FOR APPOINTMENT 

OF GUARDIAN OF A MINOR
Docket No. SU24P1444GD

IN THE INTERESTS OF
ANIYA LATRICE FERGUSON

OF Boston, MA
MINOR

Notice to all Interested Parties
1. Hearing Date/Time: A hearing on a 

Petition for Appointment of Guardian of a Minor 
filed on 07/11/2024 by Charmaine Anderson 
of Boston, MA will be held 01/27/2025 08:30 
AM Guardianship of Minor Hearing Located 
24 New Chardon Street, 3rd Floor, Probation 
Department, Boston, MA 02114. 

2. Response to Petition: You may respond 
by filing a written response to the Petition or 
by appearing in person at the hearing. If you 
choose to file a written response, you need to:

File the original with the Court; and
Mail a copy to all interested parties at least 

five (5) business days before the hearing.
3. Counsel for the Minor: The Minor (or 

an adult on behalf of the minor) has the right to 
request that counsel be appointed for the minor.

4. Counsel for Parents: If you are a parent 
of the minor child who is the subject of this 
proceeding you have a right to be represented by 
an attorney. If you want an attorney and cannot 
afford to pay for one and if you give proof that 
you are indigent, an attorney will be assigned 
to you. Your request for an attorney should be 
made immediately by filling out the Application 
of Appointment of Counsel form. Submit the 
application form in person or by mail at the court 
location where your case is going to be heard.

5. Presence of the Minor at Hearing: A 
minor over age 14 has the right to be present 
at any hearing, unless the Court finds that it is 
not in the minor’s best interests.

THIS IS A LEGAL NOTICE: An important 
court proceeding that may affect your rights has 
been scheduled. If you do not understand this 
notice or other court papers, please contact an 
attorney for legal advice.

Date: October 28, 2024
Stephanie L. Everett, Esq.

Register of Probate
Published: January 16, 2025

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE
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GEIGER GIBSON COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER

H A R B O R  H E A LT H

HHSI.US

Same day medical appointments available!

• Primary Care for all ages
• Pregnancy Care
• Breastfeeding Medicine

We have a pharmacy and lab at the health center — and FREE parking!
Accepting MassHealth, ConnectorCare, and most insurance plans.

Interpreter Services available.
Geiger Gibson Community Health Center

250 Mt. Vernon Street, Dorchester, MA 02125

APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE IN:

Find care
that puts YOU first

Call for an appointment:(617) 288-1140
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