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“Yesterday at 2 p.m., Mayor
Wu and her husband Conor
welcomed Baby Mira Wu
Pewarski —arriving at 8 lbs,
4 oz and 20 inches -to their
family and to Boston,” a city
spokesperson said in a state-
ment on Tuesday. “Mom and
baby are in good health, and
themayorisintouch with her
senior staff. [She] wishes to
express her deepest gratitude
to the nurses, doctors, and
healthcare staff who made
this possible for her family
and who work every day to
support so many families
across the city.”

Wu, the first woman to be

Boston welcomes First Baby Mira

e -

Mira Wu Pewarski

elected to afull term as mayor
of Boston, is now the first
person to give birth to a child

7

Family photo

while serving as mayor. Baby
Mira has two older siblings,
Blaise and Cass.

Vietnamese community mobilizes
push for Town Field memorial site

By SETH DANIEL
NEews EpiTor

About 300 people attended
an appreciation dinner hosted
by the Vietnamese communi-
ty’s 1975 Memorial Project at
the Saigon Seafood Restaurant
in Fields Corner last Saturday
evening. The event, which
included performances and a
speaking program, sought to
mobilize support for a perma-
nent memorial installation
dedicated to the Vietnamese
diaspora at the committee’s
preferred location — inside
Town Field off Dorchester
Avenue at Park Street.

The ambitious effort, expect-
ed to costasmuch as $1 million,
is led by artist and community
organizer Ngoc-Tran Vu. The
purposeoftheeffortistocreate
a“sanctuary space” toremem-
ber the Vietnamese who died
in the war, and to acknowledge
those who arrived here because
of the war and are still healing
from those wounds.

The city’s Parks Department
has pushed back on siting a
permanent memorial inside
the park, prompting the 1975
project members to launch a
petition drive in support of
their proposal.

“Decision-makers are not
going to take it lightly when
they see widespread support,”
said Theresa Tran, a member
of the 1975 project team. “The
petition is a demonstration of
our collaboration, our voice,
and advocacy for meaningful
change. The petition will show
city and state policy makers

(Continued on page 15)

Project team members Theresa Tran and Ngoc-Tran Vu spoke
at the dinner on Saturday about the importance of building
a strong and united group inside and outside the Vietnamese
community to support the installation at Town Field.

Exciting the crowd via the
microphone was singer Trieu
Vu, who brought the energy
up in the room.

Popular vocalist Ngoc Diém
performed several numbers
Saturdaynight in Vietnamese
to liven up the crowds during
dinner. Seth Daniel photos

W tells councillors
that jobs she has added
boosted basic services

and public safety needs

In letter, she cites 301 new full-

time positions in first three years

By BiLL Forry
ExecuTive EpITOR

Last October, the Boston
City Council — at the behest
of Councillor Erin Murphy—
asked for full accounting of new
permanent hires made under
the first three years of the Wu
administration. On Tuesday,
the mayor’s team respond-
ed with a seven-page letter
that breaks down the “new
workforce headcount” — 301
positions in total with an av-
erage salary of $84,781— and
offers a cost-benefit analysis
and more context about why
they made select investments
in personnel.

“We are proud of our City
workforce who keep Boston
running and deliver excellent

municipal services each and
every day and have worked
diligently throughout our
administration to support our
workforce,” Wu wrote in the
letter, which was delivered to
city councillors on Tuesday,
according to Wu’s aides.
Theresponsetothecouncil’s
formal 17F request also comes
the day after the mayor gave
birth to her third child, a baby
girl born on Monday afternoon.
It also comes as Wu and her al-
lies have renewed a legislative
push for tax relief for Boston
residents and mounted a spir-
ited response to critics who
suggest that the city should
trim costs from the budget
rather than make new hires.

(Continued on page 18)

Mayor renews tax relief
effort as steeper bills hit
home for city residents

By CHRris LoveTrT
REPORTER CORRESPONDENT

As Boston’s property tax
burden falls more heavily on
residential owners, city offi-
cials are scrambling to provide
some relief, but with little sign
of help from a quick turn-
around in commercial values
or growth.

According to a report issued
this month by the Boston
Municipal Research Bureau,
business property valuations
in the current fiscal year de-
creased overall by 1.7 percent,
while valuations for residen-
tial property increased by 4.6
percent. As a result, the res-
idential share of the tax levy
increased to 55.9 percent, with
the share for business property
decreasing to 44.1 percent. In
the previous year, the business
share was 58. 3 percent, with
residential at 41.7 percent.
“FY25 marksthe highest share
of the levy paid by residential
property and the lowest paid

by business property in at
least four decades,” the Bu-
reau reported. Its conclusion:
“The decline in business new
growth is of concern given
Boston’s heavy reliance on it
to fuel overall budget growth.”
On Monday, Mayor Wu an-
nounced a new attempt to get
relief for residential owners
through a home rule petition
that would require approval
at the State House. Allowing
temporary readjustment of
tax ratesfor different property
classes, the measure is similar
to the revised “compromise”
legislation that failed to get
approval in December from
the senate, with key opposi-
tion from Sen. Nick Collins
(D-South Boston/Dorchester).
Business groups also backed
off from supporting the com-
promise when final figures for
property valuations showed
the increase in the burden
for homeowners would be less

(Continued on page 21)

Baker Chocolate apartments sold for $41m

By SETH DANIEL
NEews EpiTor

Newton-based
Wingate Companies,
through an affiliate, has
acquired the historic
Baker Chocolate Facto-
ry apartment complex
in Lower Mills for $41
million. The purchase,
brokered by the realtor
CBRE for the seller, Ma-
kor Capital LLC, took
place in late December.

The Baker Chocolate Factory apartment bulldlng
was sold to Wingate Companies last month for $41
million. The building is located on the Neponset

River in Lower Mills. Photo courtesy CBRE

A Freddie Mac loan
on the property, which
was last sold in 2017
for $35.2 million, was
assumed by Wingate
with the support of New-
mark’s Capital Markets
platform.

The 133-unit apart-
ment building complex
sits on the Dorchester
side of the Neponset
River at the corner of
Dorchester Avenue and

Adams Street.
Elizabeth Schuster,
senior vice president
for Wingate Companies,
said the new owners will
likely do some sprucing
up of the building, but
will not make any sig-
nificant changes to the
rental program.
“Something this
unique, it sets it apart,”
Schuster said. “People
(Continued on page 14)
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Police, Courts & Fire

Search on for man said to have
stabbed Dot Ave. store clerk

Boston Police are looking for a suspect who stabbed
aclerk in the stomach outside O’Brien’s Market and
Deli at 1660 Dorchester Ave. around 8:45 p.m. last
Thursday (Jan. 9). According to a BPD report, the
assailant was attempting to steal lighters from the
counter of the store when the clerk intervened and
“proceeded to chase the suspect outside,” where the
suspect stabbed the employee, who managed to get
back inside before collapsing.

The suspect is described as a Black male, wearing
a black jacket with a gray hood, black pants, brown
boots, and a black winter hat with a tag on the top.
He was last seen on camera in nearby Fields Corner
near Park Street.

Police posted photos showing the suspect inside
the store before the attack.

Not long after, an alarm began sounding at Boston
Eyeworks, 1676 Dorchester Ave. when somebody
threw a rock through one of its front windows.
Anybody with information can call detectives at 617-
343-4335 or contact the anonymoustip line by calling
800-494-TIPS or by texting TIP to CRIME (27463).

A pedestrian was killed on Sunday morning (Jan.
12) after he was hit by a vehicle that then plowed
into Small Victories, a bar and restaurant at 600
Dorchester Ave. in Andrew Square. Police responded
to the emergency at 9:30 a.m. The driver and pas-
senger of the vehicle were transported to a Boston
hospital and listed in critical condition. Police said
the victim was an adult male, but his name has not
been released. Boston Police said on Tuesday that
the incident remains under investigation. Small Vic-
tories closed after the incident, but plans to re-open
on Wednesday evening, according to a statement
released by its managers on social media.

A woman who was arrested duringa warrantraid at
a Dorchester apartment last
week has been charged with
stealing credit cards from
employee lockers in Mass
General Hospital and run-
ning up fraudulent charges
at local stores, according to
the District Attorney’s office.
Josephine Simard, 45, who
has a long record of similar
offenses, was ordered held on $5,000 bail and to
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Police link a near-fatal stabbing
in Mattapan to after-hours party

Boston Police continue
to investigate a stabbing
incident in Mattapan
Square around 4 a.m. on
Jan. 4 inthe wake of are-
port suggesting that the
assault stemmed from
an after-hours gathering
inside acommercial prop-
erty next to a parking lot
where a man was found
with multiple wounds to
his neck and head.

A BPD report on the
incident obtained by The
Reporter laid out the
following account:

Officers called to the
scene on Cummins High-
way found a crowd of
people exiting an alley
shared by the commercial
building and a super-
market. The victim was
lying on the sidewalk
surrounded by bystand-
ersapplying pressuretoa
neck wound. The officers
provided aid until an
ambulance arrived and
EMTs transported him
to a Boston hospital.
There hasbeen norecent
update on the man’s
condition.

Officersthenfollowed a
trail of blood to the back
door of 1651 Blue Hill

where a man was found suffering from dangerous

stab wounds on Jan. 6.

Ave., which was locked,
but a second nearby door
was open, and officers
entered the premises,
where they interviewed
a man with blood on his
clothing and on a flash-
light as well who told
them that “a realtor had
given the keys to a party
promoter and allowed
him to throw parties in
the basement.”
Officerstold themanto
unlock the door to 1651
Blue Hill Ave. While a
search inside found no
one inside that space,

Google image

officers noted that the
bloody trail continued
from the back door and
into the basement. The
scene was frozen for fur-
ther investigation.

The Reporter contact-
ed Inspectional Services
Department (ISD) last
week, which has a special
task force focused on
after-hours party activ-
ity, but has received no
response to date.

Last September, a few
blocks away, police bust-
edup anillegal nightclub
inthebasement ofahome
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at 24 Rexford Rd, where
they found more than 50
people inside with all the
outside doors padlocked.
Inside was a fully stocked
bar, multiple hookahs,
and a DJ booth. Two
men were arrested for
illegal firearms during
the encounter.

In an unrelated Matta-
pan incident on Monday
morning this week, two
men were found stabbed
outside Macumba Latina
at 477 River St. near the
Square, shortly after 2
a.m. Universal Hub re-
ported that the homicide
unit was called to the
scene due to the severity
of one ofthe victim’sinju-
ries; however, no deaths
have been reported.

The club was the scene
of a stabbing last August
that left one person with
non-life-threatening in-
juries. Two men were
arrested and charged in
that incident. The busi-
ness was also the subject
ofalicense review follow-
ing a 2023 shooting that
left two people injured.

-SETH DANIEL

stay away from MGH by Judge Paul Treseler at her
arraignment in a Boston courtroom last Wednesday.

According to DA Kevin Hayden, the locker room
thefts and subsequent fraud took place last Septem-
ber. Surveillance footage showed the suspect— who
prosecutors say was Simard— entering the locker
room. “Investigatorsrecognized Simard from numer-
ous prior incidents at MGH,” Hayden’s office said.
“Simard attempted over $1,000 in purchases from
various stores including Target, CVS, and 7-Eleven
and made approximately $479 in purchases between
the four stolen cards.” The victim in the case was
alerted to the charges and shut down activity on
her cards before more fraudulent purchases could
be made.

Simard, who was wanted on outstanding warrants
and had been listed on the BPD’s “most wanted”
list, was arrested on Jan. 6 when BPD officers found
her hiding in an Ashmont Street apartment as they
arrested a man for an unrelated firearm arrest.
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Boston Children’s Chorus’s 22nd annual
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. tribute concertis
set for next Monday (Jan. 20) at 4 p.m. at
Boston’s SymphonyHall. “Road to Freedom”
is a powerful and inspiring evening that
explorestheintersection of civil rightsicons
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and Malcolm X.
The program, aligned with BCC’s seasonal
theme “People, Get Ready,” will challenge,
inspire, and empower attendees through
captivating performances by BCC’s talent-
ed singers, culminating in a special guest
appearance by Broadway actress and sing-
er-songwriter Anastasia Talley. The concert
will be live streamed on BCC’s Facebook
page andatlive.bostonchildrenschorus.org.
Embrace Boston invites the community to
its Friends and Family Sneaker Affair, an
eveningcelebratingthe second anniversary
of the unveiling of “The Embrace” monu-
ment on Boston Common, this Saturday

(Jan.18) at 6:30 p.m. at Big Night Live next
to the TD Garden. Guests are encouraged
to express their individuality by pairing
their finest formal attire—think tuxedos,
gowns, and sparkles—with their flyest pair
of sneakers for a night of elegance, self-ex-
pression, and fun. The event will feature
deliciousfood, cocktails, live performances,
and special moments, in addition to other
surprises. See embraceboston.orgformore
information and tickets.

Author Danielle Legros Georges discusses
her upcoming book, “Three Leaves, Three
Roots: Poems on the Haiti-Congo Story,”
a collection of creative reconstructions of
the Haiti-Congo experience atthe Mattapan
branch of the Boston Public Library this
Saturday (Jan. 18) at 2:30 p.m.

Learn about the risks, warning symptoms,
and preventative screenings of colon
cancer during a presentation at the Grove

Hall BPL, 41 Geneva Ave., Dorchester, on
Thurs., Jan. 23, at 4:30 p.m. Attendees will
receive free at-home fecalimmunochemical
tests that can detect early colon cancer
symptoms, as wellas abrochure containing
local healthcare resources for low-income/
uninsured populations.

Join a discussion of the book “Chain of
Change: Struggles for Black Community
Development” by the late Mel King this
Saturday (Jan. 18) from 12 to 3 p.m. at the
Roxbury branch of the BPL, 149 Dudley
St., Roxbury. This program is part of the
initiative of the Mel King Institute that
is encouraging book clubs across the
state to discuss “Chain of Change” as a
powerfulstrategytolearnandintegratethe
concepts, strategies, and observationsKing
presentsin this book while simultaneously
building community.

The John F. Kennedy Library forum “The

Highest Calling: Conversations on the
American Presidency” features author
David M. Rubenstein to discuss his latest
book on Mon., Jan. 27, at 6:30 p.m. RSVP
at jfklibrary.org.

Mugeeda Salaam and Frederick Wil-
liams will lead a discussion about the
impactof Frederick Douglass onthe history
of the United States in a lecture intended
for teens and adults ages 13 and up at the
Grove Hall BPL branch on Tues., Jan. 28, at
3:30 pm.. Food will be provided and a free
book giveaway to five lecture attendees.
Join the Mattapan Branch of the BPL and
Bro.Joel Mackall for a Saturday Series pre-
sentation on the “Hidden History of Black
Boston” on Sat., March1,from 2to 4 p.m.,
at 1350 Blue Hill Ave., Mattapan.

SEND IN EVENT NOTICES TO
NEWSEDITOR@DOTNEWS.COM




dotnews.com

January 16, 2025

THE REPORTER

Cannabis store makes case to Fields Corner civic group

By SETH DANIEL
NEews EpITOR
Proponents of an
adult-use cannabis dis-
pensary in Fields Corner
took up their cause for
opening in a now-va-
cant Dorchester Avenue
storefront during the
Jan. 7 meeting of the
Fields Corner Civic As-
sociation (FCCA).
Drudys Ledbetter
and Leslie Pascual, who
plan to operate the Zeb
Boutique shop at 1524-
1530 Dorchester Ave.,
presented renderings
of their proposed busi-
ness, which would occu-
py space that formerly
housed a Radio Shack
store and, many years
before, amovietheatreat
the corner of Park Street.
Ledbetter and Pascual
are Boston natives with
roots in Dorchester and
Mattapan who initially
sought to open their
cannabis dispensary in
Mattapan, but last year
entered into negotiations
toleasethe vacant Fields
Corner space instead.
Their proposal, which
will need approvals from
the Boston Cannabis
Board and the city’s
Zoning Board of Appeal,
has supporters and de-
tractors. The executive
director of the Fields
Corner Main Streets
organization, Jackey
West Devine, spoke in
favor of the dispensary,
noting that there are
no other dispensaries
in the business district

Arendering shows the interior of the proposed Zeb Boutique in Fields Corner,
which pays homage to the old Park Theatre that once occupied the space.
Features include a replica ticket booth that would function as a security
station and a chandelier from the theatre that will be restored and placed in

the foyer.

and none within the
half-mile buffer zone.
She said Ledbetter and
Pascual were the kind
of operators that would
be friends to the com-
munity.

“I understand this is
somethingproposed that
some peopledon’t want,”
said West Devine. “But I
would urge everyone to
consider who you would
want to put in that posi-
tion as opposed to wheth-
eryou want that position
to exist at all. ...I think
Drudys and Leslie show
entrepreneurial charac-
ter and they are really
committed to this.”

Opposition tothe store
is being generated in

Image courtesy Zeb Boutique

part by members of
Park Street’s Luc Hoa
Buddhist Temple.

Phuong Nguyen, sec-
retary for the temple,
said they already have
existing problems at their
public space along Park
Street.

“I have seen people
coming into that space
and start smoking weed
in a place that is for
peace,” she said. “I ask
them to leave, and they
give me a hard time.
Sometimes the police
haveto come and helpme
remove these people...A
lot of times the older peo-
ple coming to the temple
see these people and they
just turn around and go

UPHAM’S COMMUNITY CARE

RETAIL PHARMACY

NOW OPEN

Health is just around the corner!

Our pharmacy is new and improved
to better serve you. We are proud to
provide the Dorchester community
with personalized, quality care.

Upham's Community Care

UPHAMS.ORG
617-265-1310

415 Columbia Rd, 02125

T

home. They won’t come
in and that shouldn’t
happen.”

Khang Nguyen,
vice-president of the
Vietnamese American
Community of Massachu-
setts, submitted a letter
to FCCA opposing the
cannabis use and spoke
briefly.

“The Vietnamese com-
munity, they don’t want
that in that location,”
he said. “It’s not a good
location next to the li-
brary and park. People
buy things and then go to
the park to consume, and
the kids are there. Please
don’t do this.”

Ledbetter answered
that fears about people

buylng products and
using them outside the
storearen’t well-founded.
Dispensaries, she noted,
areheavily regulated and
require security staff on
premises and cameras on
the perimeter. They are
audited for security and
heavily regulated for any
problems such as loiter-
ing, unlike a liquor store.

“I will respectfully say
people going to dispen-
saries in Boston, these
dispensaries are not con-
ducive to all audiences,”
she said. “You might be
abletogotoaliquorstore
and buy a ‘nip’ for $3, but
there is nothing for $3
in a dispensary...There
are three dispensaries
in Boston directly across
from libraries and com-
munity centers with zero
evidence of diversions...
It sounds like there is an
existing loitering prob-
lem we could support in
resolving.”

At the end of the meet-
ing, Ledbetter added:
“This is the first of many
conversations. A good
community partner con-
tinues to have conversa-
tions especially when it’s
a high-profile business
like cannabis. I think the
conversation needs to
continue...A lot of can-
nabis businesses aren’t
local, but we are one that
is, so we are committed
to continuing to have
conversations with the
community.”

FCCA Treasurer Hiep
Chu noted that he has
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general concerns about
the current state of Fields
Corner — the loitering,
vandalism, and theft.

“It’s just a lot of inci-
dents and we have seen
an increase in Fields
Corner at the T and by
the school; people sleep
where they can,” he said.
“It doesn’t mean I'm op-
posed tothebusiness, but
more conversation needs
to be had.”

Alan Issokson, the
landlord of the proposed
dispensary site, said ex-
isting problems could be
dealt with alongside the
dispensary.

“A lot of what we’re
hearing is about exist-
ing conditions in the
neighborhood that have
nothing to do with this
business,” he said. “The
evidence is that these
issues go down because
of the heightened level
of scrutiny and security.”

Ledbetter and Pascual,
in their previous endeav-
ors on Blue Hill Avenue
and in Mattapan Square,
said they were success-
ful in negotiating with
faith leaders who have
concerns about canna-
bis. They said they were
committed to doing that
in Fields Corner as well.

FCCA leaders noted
that there has been an
influx of members since
the proposal was brought
forward, with most of the
new members coming
from thetemple, and said
that could affect any fu-
ture votes on the matter.
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SJC upholds MBTA housing law in Milton case

By CHris LisINsk1
StaTE HOUSE NEWS SERVICE

The controversial MBTA Commu-
nities Act is a constitutional law that
the attorney general can enforce with
legal action, but the measure remains
“ineffective” until the Healey admin-
istration takes another pass at crafting
regulations, the state’s highest court
ruled last week.

In a 23-page decision rife with im-
plications for state efforts to influence
housing affordability by facilitating
more housing production, the Supreme
Judicial Court ruled the 2021 zoning
reform law does not run afoul of the
state Constitution and that Attorney
General Andrea Campbell is allowed to
sue cities and towns that fail to comply.

However, the court found that

the Executive Office of Housing and
Livable Communities did not follow
state law when promulgating relevant
guidelines, rendering them “presently
unenforceable.”

Gov. Healey and her deputies praised
the decision upholding thelaw, and said
they would move to craft new emergen-
cy regulations by the end of the week to
plug the gap opened up by the ruling.

Campbell, who sought to enforce the
law against Milton and also defended
its constitutionality in court, called
the decision “a resounding victory for
the Commonwealth and a major step
forward in our work to address the
unacceptably high cost of housing for
our residents.”

Kevin Martin, an attorney who repre-
sented Milton in the legal proceedings,

said town officials are “very pleased the
Court recognized the critical impor-
tance” of mandatory regulatory steps.

“Inthatrespect today’sdecisionwasa
victory not only for Milton but also the
rule oflaw,” Martin said in a statement.
“Wehopethatinissuing new guidelines,
the Executive Office takes account of
the many serious substantive concerns
raised not only by Milton, but also by
other affected communities.”

The ruling sets a major precedent
affecting close to half of the state’s
cities and towns, and it drew support
from organizations representing ten-
ants, real estate industry leaders and
more. Groups that issued statements of
praiseincluded Associated Industries of
Massachusetts, the Metropolitan Area
Planning Council, the Greater Boston
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Real Estate Board and Homes for All
Massachusetts.

Most cities and towns subject to the
MBTA Communities Act have already
complied with the mandatory zoning
changes. Opponents view the law as
unnecessarily heavy-handed, voicing
fears that allowing more multifamily
housing by right will impact neighbor-
hood character.

More than two dozen cities and
towns that have hesitated to enact the
required zoning changes or outright
resisted the mandate will now need to
come into compliance, but the timeline
is unclear.

Sam Drysdale, Sam Doran and Colin
A. Young contributed to this report.

$1m US grant will allow Harvard Street Neighborhood Health
to schedule selective ‘expanded hours’ at its Blue Hill Ave. facility

Harvard Street Neighborhood Health
Center has been selected as one of
three Massachusetts community health
centers to receive an Expanded Hours
grant from the US Health Resources
and Services Administration (HRSA).
The $1 million two-year grant will
provide $500,000 per year for staffing
and support to increase access and
alleviate barriers by expanding the
health center’s operating hoursto meet
community needs.

In recent years, Harvard Street has

seen a growing need for services in the
low-income neighborhoods it serves,
due in part to an influx of new immi-
grant families along with the positive
fact that many are now fully re-engaged
in their healthcare following the pan-
demic. The addition of evening and
weekend hours for services—including
Primary Care, Pediatrics, Nutrition,
Behavioral Health and Dental — will
enable the health center to serve
more patients with greater efficiency
and flexibility. Telemedicine options

and Pharmacy services will also be
available.

“Navigating the healthcare system
can be challenging for anyone. But
for those who face language or cul-
tural barriers, or who struggle with
transportation challenges or childcare
needs, accessing healthcare can become
a hardship,” said Harvard Street CEO
Charley Murphy.

“The HRSA Expanded Hours grant
will truly help us overcome these
barriers for those we serve. It will

increase our capacity overall, while
makingit easier for patients to schedule
appointments at times that work for
their lives.”

With some 600 applicants nationally,
Harvard Street was one of 126 HRSA
awards totaling $60 million for FY2025.
Other Massachusetts awardeesinclude
HealthFirst Family Care of Fall River
and Caring Health Center of Spring-
field.

-REPORTER STAFF

MBTA gets $2M federal grant for JF K-UMass station redes1gn

The federal Department of Transpor-
tation announced several large grants
to Massachusetts for transportation
and transit projectslast week, including
a $2 million award for planning and de-
sign work at JFK-UMass MBTA station.

The MBTA’s petition for a $99.9
million federal matching grant to re-
construct the station, formerly known
as Columbia, was not funded.

The agency submitted an application
for thelarger sum last fall as part of the
federal “Reconnecting Communities
program,” which made $607 million

available nationally.

MBTA officials say they will continue
planning efforts for the station and
apply again in the next round for con-
struction funds. The program, MBTA
officials noted, is extremely competitive
and in a previous round in 2023 had
682 applicants.

The T has also sought federal funds
for the replacement of part of the Savin
Hill bridge, but there have been no
awards announced yet for that round
of funding.

The state will also receive $2 million

elliott

PHYSICAL THERAPY

Dorchester 617.506.7210
Easton 508.559.5108
Hanover 781.347.3107
Hingham 781.875.1913

Milton 617.696.8141

North Attleboro 508.316.0559
Mansfield 508.639.5550
Needham 781.675.2526
South Boston 781.896.7005

www.elliottphysicaltherapy.com
FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED

A worker is shown making repairs to a walkway at the JFK-UMass MBTA

station in 2023.

in federal grant dollars for a project
in Mattapan that will “reconnect two
parts of the neighborhood that have
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been separated for years.” More details
will be available in the coming weeks,
state officials said.
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Michelle

MAYOR OF BOSTON

May you find peace, strength, community, and resilience,
on this most sacred Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day.

In solidarity always,

Michelle Wu
Mayor of Boston

ICKLE CELL

SICK
CRISIS AVERTER

CHIEF AND VICE CHAIR FOR
LABORATORY MEDICINE

As the largest and most innovative SCD
gy centerin New England, BMC is changing
what it means to live with SCD.
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100% of the profits from
Grand Opening Week will be donatedto
Boys & Girls Clubs of Dorchester i
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Dot House pool closing comes amidst a surge in new patients

By SETH DANIEL
NEews EpiTOR

In the ongoing fallout
fromthe Carney Hospital
closure, and with a rush
of new patients looking
for health providers, Dot
House Health finances
are being squeezed. One
casualtyinthenear term
isthecenter’s swimming
pool, which is slated
to close this Saturday
(Jan. 18).

Michelle Nadow, the
CEO of Dot House
Health, appeared at the
Jan. 7 meeting of the
Fields Corner Civic As-
sociation to discuss the
closure and the center’s
plans moving forward.

“We are closing the
pool with a heavy heart
and know how much the
pool means to so many
people,” she said. “I wish
I could point to some
bad actor or someone
to blame but there are
none and so many have
tried to help us keep it
open. It runs at a loss of
about $170,000 a year
and there are $700,000
in repairs that have
been needed for years...
It costs $40,000 a year
just to heat it.”

Nadow said they have
looked for funding,
grants, and partners, but
can find no solution oth-
er than to close the pool,
which hosts programs
for young and old, in-
cluding the popular baby

swim, senior swims, and
the Dot House Sharks
swim team.

One element forcing
the decision was last
fall’s abrupt closure of
the Carney Hospital,
which has brought in a
surge patients seeking
healthcare services. “We
provided care for 24,000
peopleinthe community
last year, the largest
numbers we have ever
provided for,” said Na-
dow.

“We have been getting
lower healthcare reim-
bursements for years,”
she continued. “It’s
hard for us to cover the
non-reimbursable things
we offer like the pool in
this climate...I think
we have to make some
difficult choices at this
time with very limited
resources being that our
reimbursements for ser-
vices we provide are not
going to cover the cost of
care...Dot House cannot
sustain six figure losses
annually for the pool.”

Nadow said her team
has a meeting with the
city coming up to dis-
cuss how the pool could
operate outside of their
funding and operations.
“We’d havetofind apart-
ner we can work with on
this,” she said.

Peggy Flynn, a fre-
quent user of the pool,
said that many of the
seniors in the neighbor-

hood from all walks of life
use the pool, and noted
that it is very popular
in the Vietnamese and
senior communities.
“The decision went out
on email in December
only to some people and
I saw it from a friend,”
she said. “It went out in
Vietnamese and Spanish

onlylast week...We have
a petition with more
than 100 signatures
that calls for you not to
close the pool so we can
find resources to fund
the pool.” Flynn said
the seniors would like
to have a public meeting
on Thursday of this week
before the pool closes.

Nadow said she ap-
preciated the frustra-
tion because the pool
is important — her own
childrenlearned to swim
there, she noted . She
said she would gladly
have a public meeting,
but the closure on Sat-
urday must go forward.
That said, it doesn’t pre-

Martin Luther King, Jr.

We’re doing our part to ensure Dr. King’s
contributions and sacrifice are not forgotten.

Keolis is an equal opportunity employer and all qualified
applicants will receive consideration for employment
regardless of their race, color, sex, religion, age, creed,
marital status, national origin, ancestry, disability status,
protected veteran status, sexual orientation, gender
identification or any other characteristic protected by law.

vent a partner or other
operator from coming
in sometime soon to re-
open it.

“We’re not going to
drain it and we’re not
going to fill it in,” she
said. “We have no plans
for it.”
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More than three
dozen alumni of Bos-
ton Collegiate Charter
School, from classes 2017
through 2024, returned
to the Dorchester school
last month to enjoy an an-
nual tradition —Alumni
Day— on Dec. 20. They
mingled and caught up
with classmates and
former teachers, then
headed to the school’s
commons for a ques-
tion-and-answer session
with current 11th and
12th graders, where they
responded to questions
about what to expect
from life at college, what
they found challenging,
and how to find commu-
nity in a new place.

They also offered ad-
vice on everything from

THE REPORTER

managing free time to
meeting people and
overcoming imposter
syndrome. Joanne Mec-
Guinness, Class of 2022
and now an undergrad-
uate at University of
Massachusetts Amherst,
reassured students that
eveniftheydon’t getinto
their first-choice colleges,
“whatever is meant for
you will find you.”

Sean Connolly, Class of
2018 and a graduate of
the University of Maine,
noted that “Boston Col-
legiate was a key part
not only of getting into
collegebut also preparing
me for life and being an
adult. Boston Collegiate
helped me develop know-
how for balancing financ-
es, confidence for job

January 16, 2025
Boston Collegiate brings back alumni
to reminisce with and counsel students

Class of 2023 students Christina Gavelis (left),
Grainne McBride (center), and Kate Fiasconaro

(right) reconnected.

interviews, and adiligent
work ethic.” He credited

ALL DORCHESTER SPORTS & LEADERSHIP PRESENTS
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MATTAPAN, MA, 02126
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something as simple as
learning how to write a
check in a financial lit-
eracy class to the rigor
of his academic courses.

dotnews.com

Edson Jean Francois (right) is joined by other
members of the Class of 2024, Cameron Mikalauskis
(left) and Philippe Jean (center).

Photos courtesy Boston Collegiate

Edson Jean Francois,
salutatorian of the Class
of 2024 and now a stu-
dent at Northeastern
University, echoed this
sentiment, saying he
returned for Alumni
Day “to give back to the

studentsIlovesomuch...
I’